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Pope Leo’ s Summons to Charity

LEARNING THE FAITH, LIVING THE FAITH

At the heart of the Gospel, and of Blessed Michael
McGivneys

Full article in COLUMBIA Nov 2025
founding vision, is the call to love Christ in the poor
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

TWO DAYS BEFORE receiving the Knights of Colum-
bus Board of Directors in audience, Pope Leo XIV
published Dilexi Te (I Have Loved You), an apostolic
exhortation on love for the poor.

As I read and reflected on the exhortation, [ saw in
the pope’ s words the spiritual vision of Blessed Mi-
chael McGivney. Pope Leo does not mention Father
McGivney by name, but he describes him to a T. At
the same time, the Holy Father challenges us to live
our principle of charity more robustly.

Like his predecessor Pope Francis,Pope Leo teaches
that love for the poor and marginalized lies at the
heart of our Catholic faith. God’ s preferential love
for the poor is inscribed throughout the pages of
Scripture — and expressed fully in the person of
Jesus Christ.

Second, Pope Leo shows that ancient Christian writ-
ers and the founders of relgious communities firmly
linked faith and worship to care for the poor. One
cannot enter into Christ” s sacrifice worthily while
ignoring those in need. even the course of history.
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Blessed Michael McGivney made charity the corner-
stone of the Knights of Columbus. Care for widows and
orphans, and love for the outcast, were hallmarks of his
ministry and of our Order.

Third, Pope Leo speaks of different forms of poverty: the
material poverty of those lacking life’s necessities; the
poverty of the immigrant and outcast; and the spiritual
poverty of those who possess worldly goods but lack
faith. Father McGivney also recognized these forms of
poverty: widows and orphans left without means; Irish
and Catholic immigrants who were marginalized; a man
condemned to death; and parishioners who were luke-
warm in practicing their faith.Like the great saints, Father
McGivney not only saw these forms of poverty — he
addressed them. In founding the Knights of Columbus,
he provided support for widows and orphans. He helped
men practice their faith more ardently. In his charity,
Father McGivney changed society — and even the course
of history.

Fourth, Pope Leo reminds us that love for the poor means
respecting their dignity and individuality. The poor are
not statistics or problems to be solved. They are persons
created in God’s image and endowed with dignity. They
have names, faces, a personal history and destiny. Ever
the parish priest,

Father McGivney knew and loved the poor by name. For
him, they were not objects of pity but subjects of love

f lowing from the Sacred Heart of Jesus. In living our
principle of charity, we are privileged to serve the poor to
know, respect and love them as persons.One final point.
Loving the poor, Pope

Leo teaches, is not a one-way street. “In giving, we re-
ceive.” From the poor we receive not only gratitude but
also insight into the depth of God’s love for each per-
son. In them,we meet Jesus. We are spiritually enriched.
Indeed, Blessed Michael McGivney’s holiness is unthink-
able apart from his love for those in need. So too for us!

Vivat Jesus !
GK Dr Rick Polino



VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- The world is not saved by threat-
ening violence or by judging, oppressing or getting rid of
others, Pope Leo XIV said.

"Rather, it is saved by tirelessly striving to understand,
forgive, liberate and welcome everyone, without calcu-
lation and without fear," the pope said during Mass in St.
Peter’s Basilica for the feast of Mary, Mother of God, and

World Peace Day Jan. 1.

Therefore, at the beginning of a new year with "new and
unique days that await us, let us ask the Lord to help us
experience at every moment, around us and upon us, the
warmth of his fatherly embrace and the light of his
benevolent gaze," he said in his homily.

New year marks time to usher in era of peace, friend-
ship among all people, pope says

Celebrating Mass on New Year’ s Day at the Vatican,
Pope Leo XIV urged the world to reject violence and
begin a new era of peace and forgiveness.

The world is not saved by threatening violence or op-
pressing others, he said, but by understanding, forgiv-
ing and welcoming everyone.

Carol Glatz

Carol Glatz

January 1, 2026

The Mass marked the 59th World Day of Peace cele-
brated by the church. The pope’s message for the world day, published in December, was dedicated to the
humble, "unarmed and disarming" peace of the risen Christ who loves unconditionally.

Thousands of people were present in the basilica for the celebration on New Year’s Day, including young
people dressed as the three kings who visited Jesus. A figurine of the infant Jesus was before the altar, in
keeping with the Christmas season of celebration, and an image of Our Lady of Hope was to the side of the
main altar as a sign of the Jubilee of hope, which will end Jan. 6.

In his homily, Pope Leo reflected on the mystery of Mary’s divine motherhood, which "helped give a human
face to the source of all mercy and benevolence: the face of Jesus. Through his eyes -- first as a child, then
as a young man and as an adult -- the Father’s love reaches us and transforms us."

By being born of Mary in a grotto, he said, "God presents himself to us 'unarmed and disarming,” as naked
and defenseless as a newborn in a cradle.”

"He does this to teach us that the world is not saved by sharpening swords, nor by judging, oppressing or
eliminating our brothers and sisters," he said. Rather, the world is saved by seeking to understand, forgive,
free and welcome everyone with love.



Mary bearing the
Christ child rep-
resents "two im-

mense, 'unarmed’

realities” that come
together, he said:

"that of God, who
renounces every

privilege of his
divinity to be born
in the flesh, and that
of a human person
who, trustingly and
fully, embraces
God'’s will."

4% E’Il‘ "Thus, at the dawn
of the new year, the

The Son of God also
illuminates "the con-
sciences of people
of goodwill, so that
we can build the

future as a welcoming home for every man and woman who comes into the world," he said.

"The heart of Jesus, therefore, beats for every man and woman; for those who are ready to welcome him,
like the shepherds, and for those who do not want him, like Herod," he said.

liturgy reminds us that for each of us, every day can be the beginning of a new life, thanks to God’s gener-
ous love, his mercy and the response of our freedom,” Pope Leo said. "It is beautiful to view the coming year
in this way: as an open journey to be discovered.”

"Indeed, through grace, we can venture forth on this journey with confidence -- free and bearers of freedom,
forgiven and bringers of forgiveness, trusting in the closeness and goodness of the Lord who accompanies
us always," he said.

Overlooking St. Peter’s Square after Mass, Pope Leo urged Christians to help usher in "an era of peace and
friendship among all peoples.”

"The Jubilee, which is about to end, has taught us how to cultivate hope for a new world. We do this by con-
verting our hearts to God, so as to transform wrongs into forgiveness, pain into consolation, and resolutions
of virtue into good works," he said before praying the Angelus.



From Desk K of C Insurance Agent Richard Vosler

November Council Meeting Message

Brothers, This time of year, we give thanks for the many blessings in our lives. Like many of you, I became a Knight out of love
for my family. [ wanted to join other Catholic men in becoming a better man, husband and father. I wanted to be a better protector
of my family.

One way to protect your family is to start thinking about your family’s future and how an extended care event could have a large
impact. Do you know somebody that has experienced an extended care event - if so, how did that impact their family’s situation?
I want to take this opportunity to help you prepare for the possibility that you or your spouse may one day need extended care.
November is Long-Term Care Awareness Month. With that in mind, [ would like to share a valuable resource available to you and
your family and would encourage you to check this out.

WhatCareCosts gives you access to view the costs of Skilled Nursing Homes, Home Health Aides and Assisted Living Facilities
in your area and across the country. This service is available free of charge to all our members regardless of whether or not you
hold an insurance policy with Knights of Columbus. Visit www.whatcarecosts.com/KnightsofColumbus and enter sponsor code
“KofC” to get started. We want to help families focus on their time with their loved ones - not the financial cost of caring for them.

Lastly, I’d like to remind you of your 2025 Annual Survey and the opportunity to update the Knights of Columbus on your person-
al financial goals and share any updates you have had over the last year. If you haven’t already filled it out, I strongly encourage
you to do so. This year, all survey respondents will be entered into a drawing for a Knights of Columbus RTIC(r) cooler, with
several chances to win!* Please fill out the survey as soon as you can, either through the survey you received in the mail or online
at https://survey.kofc.org.

Whether you have questions
about the survey or want to talk
about setting up an extended

Upcoming Council meeting for 2026

January 2026
05 Business Meeting
19 Social Meeting CUF
26 Officers’ Meeting
28 Chapter Meeting

February 2026
02 Business Meeting
16 Social Meeting
23 Officers’ Meeting
25 Chapter Meeting

January 19, 2026 Cup Degree
Suit Jacket Requested
January 24, 2026 Council Free thru
9 am Holy Name Church
January 24, 2026 District Free thru
9 am Holy Name Church

Feburary 2, 2026 Spelling Bee
6;30 pm Council Hall

March 2026
02 Business Meeting
16 Social Meeting
30 Officers’ Meeting
25 Chapter Meeting

April 2026
06 Business Meeting
20 Social Meeting CUF?
22 Chapter Meeting @1436

EVENTS

March 1, 2026 Altar Boys Bowling
Party
1-3 pm

March 3, Venison Dinner
6pm Council Hall
March 14 &15, 2026 ICON
St. Charles
March 21, 2026 Membership Drive

May 2026
04 Business Meeting
18 Social Meeting
25 Officers’ Meeting
27 Chapter Meeting

June 2026
08 Business Meeting
22 Social Meeting
29 Officers’
Meeting TUES
24 Chapter Meeting

April 4,2026 Easter
April 20, 2026 Cup Degree
Suit Jacket Requested
April 17,18&19 2026
Tootsie Roll Drive

May 2 & 3 Roses for Life
June 20, 2026 Britian Best
Beatles Band

June 26,2026 Golf Outing
Rancosa Golf Club



CHRISTMAS
TIME OF GIVING 2025

It all began in the late 1960°s when a man named Jim Vesaki, along with Past Grand Knight Joe Clauss, shared a
simple but powerful idea: to help families in need at Christmas through council Knights of Columbus 1436. That
first year,

food was collected and 15 families were helped. Each year the effort grew, eventually reaching as many as 250 fami-
lies

at its peak. Jim had a gift for making things happen. He would walk into local businesses--not to ask, but to tell
them he needed help for families in need. He later expanded the program by involving local schools, and the impact
multiplied. Today, Jim’s legacy lives on.

I’m proud to announce that on December 20, 2025, our Council assisted 242 families, distributing over 800 boxes of
food and toys. From 8:30 to 11:00 a.m. every box was delivered. It was truly magical. This incredible effort would
not be possible without the support of so many individuals and organizations.

Our local schools play a major role each year, contributing thousands upon thousands of canned goods. Delran,
Riverside and Delanco schools consistently come through, along with our local Scout troops. This year, we were
thrilled to welcome St. Charles School, and we hope they remain part of this tradition for years to come.

And then there were the toys--more than ever before. This was our biggest year yet. At the heart of it all is Mary
Scheen, a retired Marine and pilot, who for over 25 years has collected more than 500 toys every single year. Coun-
cil members joined in with toy donations and generous financial contributions. A Giving Tree--an idea sparked

by Jeanette, a member of our Friday Dance group--brought even more joy. One member donated four used bikes,
another four brand-new bikes. Giving truly became contagious.

Our Delran Police Department, under the leadership of now-retired Chief Jim Mitchell, identified families in need
and along with the Delran Police, helped deliver. To the families. Delran Township Committee member Lynn Jeney
was always there quietly helping--collecting, delivering, and supporting wherever needed--without any fanfare. The
Green Team Delran, led by Al Carp, also stepped up. Our local ShopRite generously discounted perishable goods,
saving us a significant amount of money.

Year after year, we rely on donations from our members and local residents--and they never disappoint. There are
also countless unsung heroes who return every year to deliver until every family is taken care of. Too many to name,
but never forgotten. I am truly humbled and honored to be a part of this effort each year. Though Jim Vesaki is no
longer with us, his vision and spirit continue to guide us--and we will always keep his idea alive. Christmas: a Time
of Giving. See you next year, same time, same place.

Tom Moo Derrico




DELIVERY AND FULFILLMENT

WEEK OF DECEMBER 12 TO 20, 2025 - Grand Knight Rick Polino, Moo Derrico and many other
Knights made food pickup on Friday, December 12 at 9 am at multiple schools

with the Big Green Truck supplied by brother Knight Bob Rambow. Much sorting and labeling of
boxes followed. December 20th was pickup by our Council members and friends at Shop Rite for
the turkeys and hams and other perishables with again Brother Knight Bob Rambow’s big green
truck. Knights and helpers met at our council hall the morning of December 20th to deliver all the
boxes to their assigned families. This Christmas event was very successful and gave many communi-
ty families a merry Christmas.




From the Desk of: John Howey
Financial Secretary
1057 Harbour Drive Palmyra, NJ

"As we end the November month, we flip the calendar page to December. December is typically a busy
month with Christmas parties, Advent, Christmas Basket Drive, and other assorted get togethers. It is also

that time of year when your annual dues notices start arriving. You can get ahead of the curve or file this as
the proverbial reminder. Annual Council dues are
Regular $35

Honorary $10
Honorary Life 0.00"

“From Desk of Richard Klien”
Annual Basketball Free Throw

"Knight of Columbus council 1436 will conduct the annual Basketball Free
Throw competition on Saturday, January 24th from 9:00-10:30 AM at the
Holy Name parish center on Conrow Road in Delran. This free event is
open to boys and girls ages 9-14 (age as of Jan 1st). Awards will be given
to one boy and girl in each age group and the winners will be eligible to
participate in the district level competition. Registration forms will be
filled out on the day of the event. Please contact Rich Klein at 856-630-
0329 or RDKLEIN@COMCAST.NET for information.”

March 3, Venison Dinner
6pm Council Hall
$35.00

Calling all Altar Servers!

Join St. Charles Borromeo, Corpus Christi and
Resurrection Parishes for a bowling afternoon,
sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus Council 1436, Delran, NJ.

Sunday, March 1, 2026
1:00pm - 3:00pm
Laurel Lanes
2825 Route 73 South Maple Shade, NJ 08052

*** FREE for Altar Servers***
2 Hours Unlimited Bowling - Shoe Rental - Pizza - Soft Drinks/Water - Funl!

***Please RSVP by Sunday, February 22nd to:
Kevin Eisenmann - (609) 781-1515 or kironmann12@gmail.com (St. Charles Borromeo Parish-
ioner, Member K of C Council 1436)




The Kingdom of God Is at Hand
GOSPEL READING: Mark 1:14-20

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the gospel.” 16 And passing along by the Sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen. 17 And
Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left their nets
and followed him.19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were
in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with
the hired servants, and followed him.

Meditation: What is the Gospel of God which Jesus came to preach? The word “gospel” literally means “good news”.
When a king had good news to deliver to his subjects he sent messengers or heralds throughout the land to make a
public announcement - such as the birth of a newborn king or the victory over an invading army or occupied force.
God sent his prophets to announce the coming of God’s anointed King and Messiah. After Jesus was baptized in the
River Jordan and anointed by the Spirit he begins his ministry of preaching the Gospel - the good news that the king-
dom of God was now at hand for all who were ready to receive it.

God rules over all

What is the kingdom of God? The word “kingdom” means something more than a territory or an area of land. It liter-
ally means “sovereignty” or “reign” and the power to “rule” and exercise authority. The prophets announced that God
would establish a kingdom not just for one nation or people but for the whole world. The Scriptures tell us that God’s
throne is in heaven and his rule is over all (Psalm 103:19). His kingdom is bigger and more powerful than anything
we can imagine because it is universal and everlasting (Daniel 4:3). His kingdom is full of glory, power, and splendor
(Psalm 145:11-13).

In the Book of Daniel we are told that this kingdom is given to the Son of Man (Daniel 7:14,18,22,27). The Son of
Man is a Messianic title for God’s anointed King. The New Testament word for “Messiah” is “Christ” which literally
means the “Anointed One” or the “Anointed King”. God sent us his Son not to establish an earthly kingdom but to
bring us into his heavenly kingdom - a kingdom ruled by truth, justice, peace, and holiness. The kingdom of God is
the central theme of Jesus’ mission. It’s the core of his gospel message.

As soon as John the Baptist had finished his testimony, Jesus began his in Galilee, his home district. John’s enemies

had sought to silence him, but the gospel cannot be silenced. Jesus proclaimed that the time is fulfilled and the king-
dom of God is at hand. Jesus takes up John’s message of repentance and calls disciples to believe in the gospel - the

good news he has come to deliver. What is the good news which Jesus delivers? It is the good news of peace (resto-

ration of relationship with God - Ephesians 6:15), of hope (the hope of heaven and everlasting life - Colossians 1:23
), of truth (God’s word is true and reliable - Colossians 1:5), of promise (he rewards those who seek him - Ephesians
3:6)), of immortality (God gives everlasting life - 2 Timothy 1:10), and the good news of salvation (liberty from sin

and freedom to live as sons and daughters of God - Ephesians 1:13).

Two conditions for the kingdom - repent and believe

How do we enter the kingdom of God? In announcing the good news, Jesus gave two explicit things each of us must
do in order to receive the kingdom of God: repent and believe. When we submit to Christ’s rule in our lives and be-
lieve the gospel message the Lord Jesus gives us the grace and power to live a new way of life as citizens of his king-
dom. He gives us grace to renounce the kingdom of darkness ruled by sin and Satan, the father of lies (John 8:44) and
the ruler of this present world (John 12:31). That is why repentance is the first step.

Repentance means to change - to change my way of thinking, my attitude, disposition, and life choices so that Christ
can be the Lord and Master of my heart rather than sin, selfishness, and greed. If we are only sorry for the conse-
quences of our sins, we will very likely keep repeating the sin that is mastering us. True repentance requires a contrite
heart (Psalm 51:17) and sorrow for sin and a firm resolution to avoid it in the future. The Lord Jesus gives us grace to
see sin for what it really is - a rejection of his love and wisdom for our lives and a refusal to do what is good and in
accord with his will. of Jesus - has power to free you from bondage to sin and fear?



His grace brings pardon and help for turning away from everything that would keep us from his love and truth.

To believe is to take Jesus at his word and to recognize that God loved us so much that he sent his only begotten Son
to free us from bondage to sin and harmful desires. God made the supreme sacrifice of his Son on the cross to bring

us back to a relationship of peace and friendship with himself. He is our Father and he wants us to live as his sons and
daughters. God loved us first and he invites us in love to surrender our lives to him. Do you believe that the gospel -the
good news of Jesus - has power to free you from bondage to sin and fear?

Like fishermen - we are called to gather in people for the kingdom of Christ

When Jesus preached the gospel message he called others to follow as his disciples and he gave them a mission - “to
catch people for the kingdom of God.” What kind of disciples did he choose? Smelly fishermen! In the choice of the
first apostles we see a characteristic feature of Jesus’ work: he chose very ordinary people. They were non-profession-
als, had no wealth or position. They were chosen from the common people who did ordinary things, had no special
education, and no social advantages. Jesus wanted ordinary people who could take an assignment and do it extraordi-
narily well. He chose these individuals, not for what they were, but for what they would be capable of becoming under
his direction and power.

When the Lord calls us to serve, we must not think we have nothing to offer. The Lord takes what ordinary people, like
us, can offer and uses it for greatness in his kingdom. Do you believe that God wants to work in and through you for his

glory?

Jesus speaks the same message to us today: we will “catch people” for the kingdom of God if we allow the light of
Jesus Christ to shine through us. God wants others to see the light of Christ in us in the way we live, speak, and witness
the joy of the gospel. Paul the Apostles says, But thanks be to God, who in Christ Jesus always leads us in triumph, and
through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. For we are the aroma of Christ to God among
those who are being saved and among those who are perishing (2 Corinthians 2:15). Do you witness to those around
you the joy of the Gospel and do you pray for your neighbors, co-workers, and relatives that they may come to know
the Lord Jesus Christ and grow in the knowledge of his love?

Lord Jesus, you have called me personally by name, just as you called your first disciples, Simon, Andrew, James, and
John. Help me to believe your word and follow you faithfully. Fill me with the joy of the gospel that your light may
shine through me to many others.

Psalm 116:12-19

12 What shall I render to the LORD for all his bounty to me?

13 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD,

14 I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.

15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.

16 O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your handmaid. You have loosed my bonds.

17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD.

18 I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people,

19 in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Daily Quote from the Early Church Fathers: Common people on an uncommon mission, by Eusebius of Caesarea
(260/263-340 AD)

“Reflect on the nature and grandeur of the one Almighty God who could associate himself with the poor of the lowly
fisherman’s class. To use them to carry out God’s mission baffles all rationality. For having conceived the intention,
which no one ever before had done, of spreading his own commands and teachings to all nations, and of revealing him-
self as the teacher of the religion of the one Almighty God to all humanity, he thought good to use the most unsophis-
ticated and common people as ministers of his own design. Maybe God just wanted to work in the most unlikely way.
For how could inarticulate folk be made able to teach, even if they were appointed teachers to only one person, much
less to a multitude? How should those who were themselves without education instruct the nations?... When he had thus
called them as his followers, he breathed into them his divine power, and filled them with strength and courage. As God
himself he spoke God’s true word to them in his own way, enabling them to do great wonders, and made them pursuers
of rational and thinking souls, by empowering them to come after him, saying: ‘Come, follow me, and I will make you
fish for people’ (Mark 1:17, Matthew 4:19). With this empowerment God sent them forth to be workers and teachers of
holiness to all the nations, declaring them heralds of his own teaching.” (excerpt from PROOF OF THE GOSPEL 3.7)






