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Grand Knight 
 

Worthy Brothers, 

In my time of need, you have stepped forward with extraordinary compassion, unity, and brotherhood. I am deeply 

grateful for the unwavering support you have shown my family and me during this period of mourning. 

I would especially like to thank our Deputy Grand Knight, Ray Lau, for stepping in on my behalf during this difficult 

time. His leadership and steady hand ensured that our Council continued its important work. My heartfelt thanks 

also go to Program Director Bill Miscione, who successfully led the Christmas Tree Program for the first time—an 

outstanding job and a blessing to our parish community. 

November was an exceptionally busy month for our Council. Together, we accomplished the following: 

• Adopt‑a‑Family Program   

• Intellectual Disabilities Drive   

• Veterans Day Commemoration   

• Fourth Degree Exemplification   

• Pancake Breakfast   

• Funeral services for Penny Lynn De Santis   

• Advent preparations   

• Distribution of food and supplies for Finally Family Home, the Santa Clarita Senior Food Bank, and Fostering 

Youth Independence   

• Council Meeting and Chapter Meeting   

A very special thank‑you goes to Ines Torres, who led the Adopt‑a‑Family Program with unwavering strength and 

dedication. I also extend my sincere appreciation to Chris Mowery for his excellent leadership of the Pancake 

Breakfast, which was a great success for our parish community. 

Looking ahead, we continue to serve with joy and purpose. On **Thursday, December 4th at 1:00 PM**, we will 

unload and distribute the fresh Christmas trees to all who purchased them. Your assistance is greatly needed and 

appreciated. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA 

COUNCIL #12489    

 
December 2025 NEWSLETTER 



 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA COUNCIL #12489 NEWSLETTER   PAGE 2 

 

On **December 6th at 6:00 PM**, we will celebrate our **Council Christmas Party** at **Slattery Hall**, led by PGK 

Sir Knight Gary Vergara. We owe him our gratitude for bringing this event to life. This will be a potluck gathering, 

and families are warmly invited. 

Additional upcoming activities include:   

• Distribution of Adopt‑a‑Family Christmas cards   

• Helping the Environmental Ministry set up Christmas décor in the Hall and Church   

• Consecration of the Holy Family Mass for all Knights on **December 28th** 

Please note: **There will be no Officers Meeting or Council Meeting this month.** 

Brothers, I wish to extend my sincere thanks to all of you—especially the officers and directors who stepped in 

during my absence and carried out our mission forward. I look forward to speaking with each of you individually to 

express my gratitude. 

Laurel, Peggy, and I are forever in your debt. Thank you for your love, prayers, and fraternal support. 

Vivat Jesus,   

Frank J. De Santis Jr.   

Grand Knight, Council 12489 
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OFFICERS 

 

CONTACTS FOR COUNCIL MEMBER 

NEEDS 
Grand Knight Frank DeSantis 213-280-3548 

fjdsjr@icloud.com 

 

Polo Shirts, T-Shirts & Caps 

Gilbert Karr (925) 642-7771 

karrgs@gmail.com 

 
Badges 

Tony Retamozo (661) 433-5236 

tretamozo@yahoo.com 

 

District Deputy  

PGK John Panico (661) 877-7528 

jdpanico@gmail.com 

 

Get Well Cards for Council Members & Their Families 

Chuck Limon (661) 965-2778 

c.limon@sbcglobal.net 

Website  

Brett Hanlon 

lahanlon@yahoo.com 

 

Communications 

PGK Ines Torres (661) 478-6010 

inest91457@gmail.com 

 

         K of C INTERNET NEWS & INFORMATION 
 

Supreme:  www.KofC.org 

California State Council:  http://www.californiaknights.org/ 

Saint Kateri Council: www.KofC12489.org 

St. Clare Council:  http://home.earthlink.net/~kofc9740/ 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Council:  http://kofc6016.org 

 

The following sites offer news and commentary about events 

of the day from a Catholic perspective.  Many can be accessed 

from the KofC California State Council site (click “Resources” 
and then “Catholic News”). 

 

American Catholic: http://www.americancatholic.org/ 

California Catholic Daily: http://www.calcatholic.com/ 

Catholic News Agency: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/ 

Catholic News Service: http://www.catholicnews.com/ 

Catholic Culture: http://www.catholicculture.org/ 

Catholics for the Common Good: http://ccgaction.org/ 

Catholic Online: http://www.catholic.org/ 

Eternal World Television: Network: http://www.ewtn.com/ 

Life News: http://www.lifenews.com/ 
Priests for Life: http://www.priestsforlife.org/ 

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops: http://www.usccb.org/ 

ZENIT: http://www.zenit.org/ 

 

Deputy Grand 

Knight 

Ray Lau 805-368-6138 

rwlau@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer Brett Hanlon 818-731-3847 

lahanlon@yahoo.com 

Financial Secretary Tony Retamozo 661-433-5236 

tretamozo@yahoo.com 

Chancellor Jason Blickhan 952-240-1974 
jason.blickhan@fedex.com 

Warden Michael Dapp 805-358-6164 

michael.dapp@sbcglobal.net 

Recorder PGK Ines Torres 661- 478-6010 

inest91457@gmail.com 

Advocate Steve Griffith 661-305-7414 

gsag114@aol.com 

Inside Guard Gil Karr 925-642-7771 

karrgs@gmail.com 

Outside Guard David Maldonado 661-803-7705 

maldonadoda@outlook.com 

1st Year Trustee PGK Jerry Malkowski 661-755-6157 

jerrymalkowski@sbcglobal.net 

2nd Year Trustee PGK Tony Pilarski 805-218-7703 

saint.kateri.welcome@gmail.com 

3rd Year Trustee PGK Andy Garcia (661) 607-6550 

garciaa1@aol.com 

Lecturer PGK Bob Plassmeyer 661-297-2936 

rplassmeye@aol.com 

Chaplain Father Vaughn Winters 

Frvaughn@saintkateriparish-scv.org 

 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS INSURANCE 
 

Call today for an appointment. 

 
Your Knights of Columbus Insurance Field Agent is 

Jesse Martinez (661) 341-1390 

jesse.martinez@kofc.org 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE ILL OR IN DISTRESS 

Richard Alvarez, John Vega, Benny Faretta, Richard Ravizza, Thane Wilson, Shawn Sourgose, Danny Kielty, Colleen Wolf, 

Salvador Torres, Nicole Torres, Lino Martin Jr., Hector Manuel Briones, and for healing in the Church, our country, and the 

world. 

                                        

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
Penny DeSantis, Mark Wolf, Lisa Sperbeck, Reba, Mona Defehr, Norma G. Quioc, Ken (Russel) Karr, Pope Francis, Rose 

Carson, Carol Westlake, Ted Hull, Mateo Miramontes, Raymond Montes, Melissa Martin, Steve Daems, Deputy Alfredo Flores, 
Mary Ann Wilson, Misty Wolf, Carlos Orozco II, FN Sergio Chaparro, Josephine Aragon, Mary Lou Etzel, Dr. William Adler, 

Deputy Ryan Clinkunbroomer, and all the souls in purgatory.  

 

  
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OUR COUNTRY ESPECIALLY  

Robert Martin, Danny Bolewski, Christopher Domingo, and Scott Vrudny. 



 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, SAINT KATERI TEKAKWITHA COUNCIL #12489 NEWSLETTER   PAGE 5 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

Thursday, December 4th we will meet in the church parking lot as we 

receive the christmas trees purchsed by the parishioners, We will load 

and deliver some of the trees. Email and Signup sheet have been sent. 

 

Friday, December 5th there will be NO 1st Friday Mass and Rosary. 

Instead there will be a Christmas Concert in the church at 7 pm. 

 

Saturday, December 6th is our Annual Christmas Family potluck dinner 

in Slattery Hall at 6 pm, Hope to see you then. 

 

Saturday, December 13th we will be helping the Environmental Ministry 

decorate the inside of the church for Christmas. Look for the Signup sheet in an upcoming email. 

 

Sunday, December 14th is the St, Kateri Café in Slattery Hall after the 8am and 10:30 am Masses. Look for 

Signup sheet in an upcoming email. 

 

There is NO general meeting this month. Merry Christmas and we will see you at the next general meeting on 

January 15, 2026. 

 

The schedule for all upcoming activities can be accessed by clicking HERE. Some activities maybe subject 

to change. Look to upcoming emails for more current and accurate information. 

 

Most contact information can be found in this newsletter and in our website. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6eLSFkzn-zzACnn-IIyrHrGXRnoK1Hg/view?usp=sharing
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Words From Our Lecturer 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 
A great many parishioners saw the pictures of Our Lady of Guadalupe and Saint Juan Diego. This is their story. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, whose feast day is on December 12, was brought to us by Juan Diego. He was an 

indigenous Mexican living outside of Mexico City in 1531. He was 56 years and walking to a Franciscan 

mission where he was preparing to be baptized. Our Blessed Mother appeared to him and told him to tell the 

Bishop of Mexico City to build a chapel to honor her. Each time Juan told the bishop, he said no. The last time 

he said, bring me a sign. Mary told Juan to go to the top of the hill and pick flowers and take them to the bishop. 

Juan knew there were no flowers, only cactus growing there. He found flowers and put them in his cloak. When 

he opened the cloak in front of the bishop, the flowers fell out and there appeared on his cloak the picture of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe. A chapel was built and now we have the great Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

 

Over hundreds of years there has been much debate over the appearance of our Blessed Mother and the 

sainthood of Juan Diego. In 1754 Pope Benedict XIV set the feast day as December 12. The church declared the 

appearance to be true and after two miracles Pope John Paul II in 2002 declared Juan Diego a saint. 

 

Juan Diego's cloak has been examined many times by experts. It was made with cactus fibers which have a life 

of 30 years, and it is still in new condition. The picture of Our Lady has lasted almost 500 years. The first 115 

years it was exposed to soot, candle wax and incense before a glass was placed over it. Similar items endure 15 

years. It is still in perfect condition with no cracking or flaking. There are no brush strokes, and the pigments 

are from an unknown substance. In 1791 nitric acid spilled on it by accident and it healed itself. A bomb was 

placed in front of it hidden in the flowers and it did not damage the cloak. The blast bent a crucifix next to it, 

which is still there. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe is truly a miracle from God. 
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                                                                December 2 Jim ODonough 

                                                                December 3 Bernard Quezada 

                                                                December 4 John Baca 

                                                                December 5 Christopher Rogers 

                                         James R Romero 

                                                                December 6 Jose Cardenas 

                                                                December 12 Oscar U Tan 

                                                                December 14 Jason Yim 

                                                                December 16 Jonathan Boden 

                                                                December 19 Reinaldo Cienega 

                                                                December 21 Donal MacNeil 

                                                                December 24 Jamie Lozano 

                                                                                       Bob Allande 

                                                                December 27 Rey Manzano 

                                                                December 28 Biagio Faretta 

                                                                December 29 John K Becker 

                                                                                      David Maldonado 

                                                                December 30 Carlos Herrera 

                                                                                     

 

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS THIS MONTH AND YOU WERE NOT ON THE LIST, PLEASE REPLY TO 

THIS NEWSLETTER SO WE CAN ADD YOUR BIRTHDATE TO FUTURE NEWSLETTERS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


