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Le Chevalier

Grand Knight's
Message

WGK Jeff Pinto

| o
My Dear Brothers:
This morning I was heading
out to my office, and my car
wouldn’t start. Until now,
the car had performed so
consistently that I felt a
letdown and a little
betrayed.
When I flip the light switch,
I assume immediate
illumination. I expect water
to flow from the faucet
when I turn the knob. When
it’s 118° outside, I expect to
step into an air-conditioned
house.

Some things work so well
that we forget the
committed resources to get
them that way and keep
them that way.

Since this council wa
founded in 1998, we have
created an expectation
among parishioners and
parish leadership.

To make a pancake
breakfast happen, 85% of

the work force can’t show up 15 minutes
beforehand. It requires man power to plan the
communications to the parish, procure the
food/supples, prepare and serve food (to health
department standards), get change for the cash box,
collect money, clean up and return the facilities toa
mission ready state.

When it comes to making scrambled eggs, we say
the chicken is involved. However, when it comes to
making sausage, we say the pig is committed. Are
you involved or committed? To put that into
perspective, I'm not asking you to give your life for
a pancake breakfast. I am asking you to review the
calendar of events and commit in advance after
balancing your other commitments to your family.

This year all of the Council’s activities are planned
and documented in the Events Calendar on our
website:
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/events.asp?CNO=
12164. If you click on the link for the event it will
bring you to a choice of volunteering options.

Sometimes I feel like a teacher asking questions
about last night’s homework assignment. When I
look around the classroom, none of the students are
making eye contact.

I'm not asking you to be Jim Carey’s character in
the movie, Yes, Man. It doesn’t mean saying “yes”
every time, but I’d like to see a yes sometimes.

“Yes” means committing in advance, showing up on
time with a smile, and the desire to make a
contribution.

Can you find eight hours a year for the Knights?
Vivat Jesus,

Jeff Pinto

Grand Knight
(480)299-9053

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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Saint of the Month
Sts. Joseph of Arimathea
and Nicodemus

(First Century A.[l)

[~

Monastery Church: Altar of the crucifixion,
Mecklenburg | Gaston Lenthe | (Longinus, Joseph
of Arimathea, and Nicodemus)

Saints Joseph of Arimathea’s and
Nicodemus’ Story

The actions of these two influential Jewish
leaders give insight into the charismatic power
of Jesus and his teachings—and the risks that
could be involved in following him.

Joseph was a respected, wealthy civic
leader who had become a disciple of Jesus.
Following the death of Jesus, Joseph obtained
Jesus’ body from Pilate, wrapped it in fine linen
and buried it. For these reasons, Joseph is
considered the patron saint of funeral directors
and pallbearers. More important is the courage
Joseph showed in asking Pilate for Jesus’
body. Jesus was a condemned criminal who
had been publicly executed. According to some
legends, Joseph was punished and imprisoned
for such a bold act. Another legend suggests
that Joseph traveled to the island of Great Bri-
tain with the Holy Grail and evangelized there,
an act that prompted the King Arthur
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legends.

Nicodemus was a Pharisee and, like

Joseph, an important first-century Jew. We
know from John’s Gospel that Nicodemus went
to Jesus at night—secretly—to better
understand his teachings about the kingdom.
Later, he spoke up for Jesus at the time of his
arrest and assisted in Jesus’ burial. We know
little else about Nicodemus.

Sts. Joseph of
Arimathea and

Reflection: Nicodemus, oro pro
Celebrating .
these two nobis!

contemporaries

of Jesus who played significant roles in Jesus’
life, reminds us of the humanity of Jesus and
how he related to his fellow men and women.
His gentleness to these two and his
acceptance of their help remind us that he
treats
usin
the
same
gentle
way.

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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Arizona Supreme Court
Rules Voters Will Know

Abortions Kill an “Unborn

Human Person”

Steven Ertelt | Aug 16, 2024 | Washington, DC

The Supreme Court of Arizona
has allowed voter information packets to
use the language “unborn human person”
in describing abortion, overturning the
Superior Court’s July ruling.

Associated Press reported that the ruling
was made on Aug. 14. It concerned a voter
information pamphlet describing
Arizona’s abortion measure on the ballot
for the November election, which would
allow abortion until 24 weeks, and later if
a “health professional” deemed it
necessary for a woman’s “physical or
mental health,” as CatholicVote

previously reported.
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On July 26, the Superior Court ruled in
favor of Arizona for Abortion Access’s
lawsuit against the Republican lawmakers
who wrote the pamphlet. The abortion
advocates argued that the term “unborn
human person” was “politically charged,”
but the Republican legislators’ attorney
pointed out that Arizona’s current
abortion laws use the term “unborn
human person.”

Arizona’s Secretary of State office has
stated that the ballot itself will not use the
term “unborn human person,” AP
reported.

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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FOOD FOR

THE POOR

Good week to Knights of
Columbus and all Volunteers:

Our ministers of care are a
compassionate group of
volunteers. When we drop off
our food products to various

locations, when we look into
the eyes of the homeless and
people in need, we don't ask questions of what
religious faith they are. We don't check the color of
their skin or what country they are from. We don't
ask what political party they are in. We just see the
eyes of a person in need. Everyone is God's

living expression with reflection of ourselves. We
are a group from our Food For The Poor Project
that expresses compassion among ALL humankind.
Have a good week, everyone. "The glory that you
have given me, I have given them, so that they may
be one, as we are one.” John: 17:22

SK Santo Graziano

IMPORTANT: If you are unable to do a route on
your day please let us know ASAP even if it's on the
day. If we are not dependable this will be reflected
with the business that we pickup up from for being
dependable. Don's say oh well someone will pickup
the following day.

IMPORTANT: All ways look at the drop off point.
Remember! We have FOUR drop off points.

Joke Of the Week: Don't be sourdough, life's too
short!

Knights of Columbus Food for the Poor Project
Chairperson and Committee,

SK Santo Graziano St Bernadette cell: 602-321-1673
Larry Brainard, St Barnabas

Mike /Susan Dalton, St Joseph

Robert /Jackie Franciosi, St Bernadette

Craig Anderson, St Thomas More
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TRUE

In an election year, there’s a political prophet,
pundit, or pollster under every rock.

It’s too much.

We try to see through it, but even the free-
thinking rebel is impacted, maybe only
subconsciously, by the media barrage.

It’s tempting to turn it all off.

But the True Man must engage in the life of his
community, and his nation.

And we’re called to be different, set apart from
the culture. In a word, holy.

That’s scary.

Historically, many holy people were strange
characters.

Like the prophets.

Wait, anybody can talk to God, must I be a
prophet?

Relax, we don’t have to be stalwart spiritual
giants like Moses, Elijah, or Isaiah.

A guy also doesn’t need status, power, or
money.

A guy also doesn’t need status, power, or
money.

He needs faith the size of a mustard seed,
an open heart, the will to listen.
And thick skin.

Ostracized, he won’t be invited to big
bashes at Caesar’s.

Outcast, he won’t get no respect,
especially in his hometown.

He might even be called weird.

You're probably like me. You don’t think
you can do this.

Heck, Rube, think again.

You wouldn’t be the first redneck
prophet.

The prophet Amos was a rustic herdsman,
a dresser of sycamores.

A humble man, in one translation he calls
himself a plucker of wild figs.

And he was the first prophet to get his
own book in the Bible.

Talk about a book deal.

Amos was charged to call out evil,
corruption, and infidelity in an age of
material luxury and sophisticated
decadence.

His time was 700 BC, but some things
never change.

What also doesn’t change is that God uses
flawed, odd characters to accomplish his
purposes.

So, he can definitely use you.

And don’t try to tell me God doesn’t have
a sense of humor.

That would be
weird.

Brian Weber Photo: Matthew T. Wood
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Monthly Pancake Breakfast

)
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Second Sunday of every month

between September and May
$8.00 Family: $20.00

Join us in the Parish Hall!

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and
Sausage!

Pancake Breakfasts will
resuime on
September 10th!
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Building the Domestic Church while
strengthening our Parish...

Grotto on the campus of Mt. St. John, home of
Marianist Brothers who study at the University
of Dayton, Beavercreek, Ohio Photo: JWood UD
'66 Stay tuned for St. Bernadette’s Grotto!

O MARY, VIRGIN IMMACULATE

€ Mary, ‘Uirgin Tromaeulate
Puru crystal for my hoart
You are my sireagth,
© sturdy anchor
\k You are the weak heart's
! \‘ shield and protection
a Mary you are pare
* of purity incomparable;
2 Al once both Viegin and Mother,
You are beautiful as tho sen
without blemish
And your soul is beyond all comparison

‘ Your beauty has delighted the oye
\ of the Thrice-Hely One
Me descended from heaven
leaving Hia etermal throne,
And took Body and Blood of your heart
And for nine momths &y hidden
in a Virgin's Heart
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0 Mother, Virgin, purest of all Sies,
Your heart was Jesua' first tabernacie
on sarth
Only because no humdity
was deeper than yours
Whare you are raised above
the choirs of Angels
and above all Saints.

O Mary, my swoet Nother,
1 give you my soul
my body and my poor heart
Be the guardian of my life
Especially at the hour of desth,
) in the fisal strife
By .‘?‘ Hatia Pawsting Agoalsba ndmen.
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Warnthy and Loved
Lord I am not worthy to have you enter under my
roof.

[God] wants us in all things to have our
contemplation and our delight in love. And it is
about this knowledge that we are most blind, for
some of us believe that God is almighty and may
do everything and that he is all wisdom and con
do everything, but [believing] that he is all love
and wishes to do everything, there we fail. And it
is this ignorance which most hinders God’s lovers,
as I see it; for when we begin to hate sin and to
amend ourselves...there still persists a fear which
hinders us, by looking at ourselves and at our sins
committed in the past, and some of us because of
our everyday sins, because we do not keep our
promise or keep the purity which God hast
established us in, but often fall into so much
wretchedness that it is shameful to say it. And the
perception of this makes us to woebegone...that
we can scarcely see any consolation. And
sometimes we take this fear for humility, but it is
a reprehensible blindness and weakness; and we
do not know how to despise it like any other sin
which we recognize, and this comes through lack
of true judgment, and it is contrary to truth. For of
all the attributes of the blessed Trinity, it is God’s
will that we have most faithfulness and delight in
love.

For love makes [God’s] power and wisdom very
humble to us; for just as by “God’s courtesy he
forgets our sin from the time that we repent, just
so does he wish us to forget our sin with regard
to...our doubtful fears.

Julian of Norwich, Showings

Julian of Norwich (1342-1416) was an English
mystic who experienced a series of intense
visions that were later recorded in A Revelation
of Love and are commonly referred to as
Showings.
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NO MAN
DISCOVERS
= ANYTHING

BIG

UNLESS HE
MAKES
HIMSELE
, MALL

'3 I'UL'I‘OT‘\" J. :‘I‘Lli[a\l

There comes”
a time when

silence is
betrayal

- Dr, Martin Luther
King, Jr.

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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Planned Parenthood Kills
25 Babies in Free
Abortions at Democrat

Convention

National | Steven Ertelt | Aug 20,2024 | | Washington, DC

Planned |
Parenthood’

The Planned Parenthood abortion business has
killed 25 babies so far in free abortions at the
Democrat convention.

Colleen McNicholas, the CEO confirmed the
figure in an interview with the New York Post.

Planned Parenthood planned on doing “about”
ten vasectomies on Monday and a total of 25
medicated abortions throughout Monday and
Tuesday, Dr. Colleen McNicholas, the chief
medical officer of Planned Parenthood in the
region, told The Post outside the truck on
Monday.

Vasectomies take about 20 minutes once the
procedure starts, she said.

“A couple of minutes in the beginning just to
sort of go through the whole procedure, explain
it, the risks, the benefits, alternatives. Make
sure folks know that it is
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permanent,” McNicholas said. “Then 15-20
minutes to do the procedure and then folks are
on their way.”

While organizers claimed the stunt was “not
political,” they said the message behind the
truck was to promote reproductive healthcare
accessibility and garner headlines.

“We knew that there were going to be lots of
people coming to Chicago from outside of
Ilinois, and again we just wanted to highlight
that Illinois is a great example of how if you
center healthcare policy that is based in science
and evidence and puts people before

politics then we can really start meeting the
needs of the folks in the state,” she added.

“We fund abortions, we buy plane tickets and
train tickets and send gas money and send
childcare stipends and really make sure we're
taking folks through every single step of the
way,” Hurtado said of CFA’s mission.

But the claim is false. Killing babies is literally
the opposite of health care and something that
pro-life leader Lila Rose lamented. She

responded after an initial announcement from
Planned Parenthood saying it killed 10 babies.

“Planned Parenthood staff is saying that on the
first day of the DNC, they did ten free
abortions. Ten helpless babies have been
sacrificed so far at the DNC death cult. There
are no words to

express the sheer

horror.” -
g ,

s

z
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“TOLERANGCE WILL REACH
SUCH A LEVEL THAT
INTELLIGENT PEOPLE WILL BE

BAI‘%OM THINKING SO AS
NOTSED END THE

-

IMBECILES.”

FYO0OR MIKHAILOVICH DOSTORVSKY
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What is “false humility”?

And how do we combat it effectively?

How do you respond to praise? Do you
downplay every compliment you receive,
brushing off praise with a humble shrug
and a “Who, me? Oh, I'm nothing
special”? Do you reject any
acknowledgment of your gifts or
achievements, insisting that you're just
doing your part?

While it might seem like you're practicing
humility, there’s a sneaky little trap here
that can lead us away from true humility
and into something less virtuous: false
humility.

Let’s start by clearing up what humility
really is. True humility is about
recognizing the truth of who we are—both
our strengths and weaknesses—and giving
glory to God for all of it. St. Teresa of
Avila nailed it when she said, “Humility is
truth.” It’s about acknowledging our
talents as gifts from God and using them
to serve others without becoming puffed
up with pride.

False humility is when we pretend to be
less than we are or refuse to acknowledge
the gifts God has given us.

.
A

- ) R \

It might look like humility on the surface,
but it’s actually a twisted form of pride.
Why? Because false humility is still
focused on ourselves—how we appear to

Le Chevalier September 2024 p.10

others, how we don’t want to be seen as
proud. It’s a subtle way of keeping the
spotlight on us, even if it’s in a negative
light.

Think of the parable of the talents in the
Gospel of Matthew (25:14-30). The
servant who buried his talent didn’t do so
out of humility, but out of fear and a
misunderstanding of his master’s
generosity. True humility would have
driven him to use that talent to the best of
his ability, trusting that his master would
be pleased with his efforts.

So, how do we avoid the trap of false
humility? Start by being honest with
yourself and with God. When someone
praises you for something you’ve done
well, accept it graciously, and then direct
that praise where it truly belongs—back to
God. Remember,as C.S. Lewis said,
“humility isn’t about thinking less of
yourself; it’s about thinking of yourself
less.”

In the end, it’s about living in the truth of
who God made you to be. And that’s the
most humble—and holy—thing you can
do.

Reprinted from reprinted from
getfed @catholiccompany.com, August13, 2023.

Photo: Matthew T. Wood
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Prayer for Persecuted
Christians

O God of all the nations,

the One God who is and was and always
will be,

in your providence you willed that your
Church

be united to the suffering of your Son.
Look with mercy on your servants

who are persecuted for their faith in you.
Grant them perseverance and courage

to be worthy imitations of Christ.

Bring your wisdom upon leaders of nations
to work for peace among all peoples.

May your Spirit open conversion

for those who contradict your will,

that we may live in harmony.

Give us the grace to be united in truth and
freedom,

and always to seek your will in our lives.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians,
pray for us.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Give Wes a call!

Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr. Field Agent, FIC
(623) 640-0436 Cell

wes.casaus@kofc.org

www.azkofcwes.com

Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD

Career Opportunity Member of KofC since 2005

"A red-winged blackbird annoys a crow"
Photo: Matthew T. Wood

Lead,
they’ll

Become a Knight. kofc.org

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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| may have eaten too much ice

cream at the KofC Ice Cream

Social, but it’s only whetted my
appetite for the Oktoberfest on
October 19! Can’t Wait!

Jerry & Rainer Brina

The Knights of Columbus present

Oktoberfest — Oktober 19

Don’t miss this fun-filled event! Oktober is not
that far away! Make your plans now! You won't
be disappointed. German Bratwurst from
Phoenix’ German Corner Butcher Shop,
German Apfelstrudel from the Edelweiss Bakery.
Door prize and raffle prizes from Alpenland!

After the delicious repast, a German sing-a-long with
your host, Jerry Wood and Brina Ziemann, St.
Bernadette’s Music Director with Rainer Fischer at
the accordion.

Saturday, October 19th, 2024, in the Parish Hall

Support right after the Vigil Mass.

Arizono ouwr
. 24-25 A % y

Councill

WE THE PEOPLE
ARE THE RIGHTFUL
MASTERS OF BOTH
CONGRESS AND THE
COURTS, NOT TO
OVERTHROW THE
CONSTITUTION, BUT
TO OVERTHROW THE
MEN WHO PERVERT
THE CONSTITUTION.

St. Bernadette s Grotto

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Jce Cream Sacial - 2024

Figure 1: Diane, Susan, and Kim, Ladies’ Auxilary
members, welcome the folks!
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Figure 4: Boy! That's good!

Figure 2: The Knights' Crew waits to serve guests.

S L s e d

Figure 3: Mom and daughter enjoy the goodies.

Figure 6: Can't wait! Yummy!

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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Jce Cream Sacial—

Figure 7: DD Martin Pérez and SK Vinnie Cefalu
prepare the shakes and malts.

Figure 8: SK Frank Scarpone and Conrad Franks
man the "Condiments Station."

SK Jon Walker, Chair of the

Ice Cream Social Event
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Figure 9: DGK Rob Mastro slaps
together some waffle-ice cream
sandwiches, a new treat this year that
was delicious!

Figure 10: SK Vinnie and Lady Susan
Cefalu serve up the goodies!

Figure 11: Parishioners enjoy this event every
August!

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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Figure 14: Fr. Kline blesses the Officers'
Jewels

Figure 12: DD Martin Pérez and Fr. Kline open the
Installation Ceremony.

Figure 15: WGK Jeff addresses the newly
Figure 13: SK Jefferson Pinto is installed for his 2nd year installed officers. SK Jerry Wood looks
as the Council's Grand Knight. SK Jerry Wood, Fr. Kline, on.
and DD Martin Pérez look on.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 Grand Knight: Jefferson Pinto

KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS’
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Figure 16: Ladies' Auxiliary Officers: (L-R) Irma Stewart,
Preisdent; Josie Pérez, V-President; Susan Cefalu,
Recording Sect'y; Kim Prichard, Membership Sect'y

Figure 17: St. Bernadette KofC Ladies' Auxiliary: (L-R)
Pres. Irma Stewart, VP Josie Pérez, Diane Despathy,
Rec.Sec. Susan Cefalu, Memb. Sec. Kim Prichard, Pat
Woods, Michele Capone

Figure 18: WGK Jeff with the Family of the Year, SK Trent
Hammer, SK Michael Smalley, Shirley Smalley, and Jeff

Le Chevalier September 2024 p.16

Figure 19: The Council Cake: it was delicious!

Figure 21: A fantastic night!

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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September 2024
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
A_“
b im0 4 .
Japan signs
m Surrender 1945
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Pancake Officers’ “Star Spangled Banner”
Breakfast Meeting written by Francis Scott
Nativity of the 7:00 PM Key (1814)
BVM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Council Exaltation of the
Patriot Day Meeting Holy Cross
Our Lady of 7:00 PM POW/MIA Recognition
Sorrows Citizenship Day Day
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Blood Drive 4 Degree
Meeting
Autumn begins US Air Force
Birthday
29 30 1 2 3 4 5
Oktober 2024
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 1 2 3 4 5
Officers’
Meeting
7:00 PM Our Lady of the
Rosary
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Our Lady of the Council
Rosary Meeting
Afghanistan 7:00 PM Nativity of the BVM
War Began
13 15 16 17 18
Pancake
Breakfast with
the Knights National Boss
Day
20 22 23 24 25 26
Beirut Bombing Grenada @
1983 . National 1
Invasion 1983 Responders’ Day
27 28 29 30 31 1 2
B
AZ Rosary e
Sunday
Navy Day

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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Sv. Bernaderte
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Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2024-2025

Officers: Committee Chairmen:

Grand Knight SK Jefferson Pinto ~ 480-299-9053 CUF Degree Team

Chaplain SK Fr. Don Kline 480-905-0221 Blood Drive: Dennis Logue 603-667-3957
D. Grand Knight SK Robert Mastro 303-540-0536 Oktoberfest: SK Jerry Wood 602-568-2779
Chancellor SK Frank Scarpone 480-540-8460 Faith Director: Jon Walker Family Director

Financial Sec. SK Dan Conway 630-267-9577 Community Director: Dennis Logue

Treasurer SK Gene Arvizu 480-776-4794 Life Director: SK Don Tellis

Recorder SK Frank Scarpone  480-540-8460 Family Director: SK Santo Graziano

Advocate SK Michael Dill 760-213-3737 Food for the Poor: SK Santo Graziano 602-321-1673
Warden SK Vinnie Cefalu 602-350-9106 Tootsie Roll Drive: SK Vinnie Cefalu 602-350-9106
Outside Guard  Justin Navarre 248-806-0769 Free Throw Contest: Dennis Logue 603-667-3957-
Inside Guard Tim Olinski 602-568-0982 Membership Director: SK Frank Scarpone 480-540-8460
3yr Trustee Dennis Logue 603-667-3957 Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament: Carlos Santo, Andy Zappia
2yr Trustee SK Michael Smalley 480-473-8159 Retention Chairman: SK Daniel Conway 480-686-9256
1yr Trustee SK Jerry Wood 602-568-2779 Editor: SK Jerry Wood

Good of the Onden Prayer List — Qugust 2024

Barbara Day

Harvey Martin

Loretta Rizzo

Brian Abernathy “Bear” Mahan Lou & Maggie Moon | Bash Stipha Susan Wood

Jan Arcardo SK Duane Moore Preston Stotz Erwin Bihlmaier
Carlos Ayala Rachel Harford Al & Judy Mozingo SK Wes Cacaus Robbie Slayton

SK John Benson Jerry Hindermann Abigale Munks Isaac Williamson SK Peter Noll
Theodore Billings Kent Hoppenworth SK Tom Munks Irene Wilson Wes Casaus

Richard Bogen Brian Jacobson Beverly Ann Neely Christopher Campbell | Jan Shane

Michelle Capone Ed Jones Francesca Norante Lynn Zimmerman Ron & Margie Ostash
David Carlisi Roxanne Jordan Gary Norton Joe Wood Matt Schutz

Mary Caroline Michael J. Kerwin Tim Olinski Brothers, please join us as we pray for
Jess Connlly Ray Klodt Junior Ortega these f]ﬁm’g/m and their Families.

Joyce Conway Kasia Kolano Christine Pate QUL of cur Clergy

Carrie & Tony Cefalu | Jon Kroning Isabelle Pate Fr. Don Kline Dcn. Al Homiski
Von Clark T & Nancy | Jim Kusbel Kelly Patterson Fr. Darius Ntunzwenayo

Joan Daly SK Brian Light Betsy Pirrone Fr. Doug Spina Dcn. Frank Nevarez
Marie Mastro Joey Marino SK Steve Pirrone Dcn. Peter Auriemma

SK Ric Fichera

Meghan Minchey

Lorene Solomon

Bill Day SK John Martin Willie Rodriguez Sr.

Frances Decordovan | Joe Pfiex Miguel Angel Samaniego | We pray for the good health of all Knights
Marie Howard Don Baker Mike Statz & their families and our own Knights who
Lupe DeGroodt SK Brian Mastro Julia Rose find the strength and the will to keep
Magdalena Dinan Diane McMahon Michael Shane coming out to do God'’s will, and for the
Jay Hana Bill & Marilyn McGahan Jack Smalley safety and good health of all our military,
Lynn Evans Kaye & Richard Minchey | SK Michael Smalley police, fire fighters, and all first responders.

Lord, protect our Supreme Court Justices

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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Nativity of the
Blessed
Virgin Mary
The Story of the
Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary

The Church has
celebrated Mary’s birth
since at least the sixth
century. A September birth
was chosen because the
Eastern Church begins its
Church year with
September. The
September 8 date helped
determine the date for the
feast of the Immaculate

Conception on December
8.

Scripture does not give an
account of Mary’s birth.
However, the

apocryphal Protoevange-
lium of James fills in the
gap. This work has no
historical value, but it does
reflect the development of
Christian piety. According
to this account, Anna and
Joachim are infertile but
pray for a child. They
receive the promise of a
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St. Bernadette,
ora pro nobis!

child who will advance God’s
plan of salvation for the
world. Such a story, like many biblical
counterparts, stresses the special presence of God
in Mary’s life from the beginning.

Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’
saving work. He tells the earth to rejoice and shine
forth in the light of her birth. “She is the flower of
the field from whom bloomed the precious lily of the
valley. Through her birth the nature inherited from
our first parents is changed.” The opening prayer at
Mass speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as the dawn
of our salvation, and asks for an increase of peace.

Reflection

We can see every human birth as a call for new
hope in the world. The love of two human beings
has joined with God in his creative work. The loving
parents have shown hope in a world filled with
travail. The new child has the potential to be a
channel of God’s love and peace to the world.

This is all true in a magnificent way in Mary. If
Jesus is the perfect expression of God’s love, Mary
is the foreshadowing of that love. If Jesus has
brought the fullness of salvation, Mary is its
dawning.

Birthday celebrations bring happiness to the
celebrant as well as to family and friends. Next to
the birth of Jesus, Mary’s birth offers the greatest
possible happiness to the world. Each time we
celebrate her birth, we can confidently hope for an
increase of peace in our hearts and in the world at
large.
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