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Grand Knight’s 
Message                                                                        
WGK Dennis Logue 
                                                   

 

My Dear 

Brothers:                           

Aaaaannnddd down the 

stretch they come! May marks 

the beginning of the Triple 

Crown with the Kentucky 

Derby and the end of our 

major Knights’ events for the 

fraternal year. We will be 

ending with a flourish. In 

addition to our regular council 

meeting on Wednesday, May 

10th we have several other 

events planned. 

 Mother’s Day 

Weekend, May 13-14 we will 

be handing out 75 dozen roses 

after all the masses to the 

moms of St. Bernadette.  

 

 Saturday May 20th 

after the 5 pm mass we will 

perform our first live 

exemplification of the new 

Charity, Unity, Fraternity 

(CUF) ceremony in the parish 

hall. If you went through the 

online version but would like 

to participate in the live 

council version, please let me know. 

 

 Sunday, May 21st we will hold our last pancake 

breakfast until September. Attendance has 

been up at all events this year so I expect this 

will be a wonderful capstone to our fraternal 

events. 

As mentioned at the meeting we have been blessed by 

abundant attendance at all our events this year leading 

to a large surplus. We are looking for recommendations 

for charities to support as we look to spend down to 

about $5,000 in working capital to start the next 

fraternal year in July. Please contact one of the trustees, 

Martin Perez, Jerry Wood or Gene Arvizu, if you have a 

proposal. 

At our meeting on May 10th we will take up some 

proposals and announce a slate of officer candidates for 

the 23-24 fraternal year which will be voted upon at our 

June meeting. It is always beneficial to have new 

Knights step in as it can help generate new ideas for 

Council events and ensure continuity into the future. If 

you are curious about what such roles entail please 

speak to myself or one of the trustees (Jerry Wood, 

Martin Perez, Gene Arvizu) to express your interest. 

Alternatively, at least be open to the prospect should 

one of us approach you.  

Vivat Jesus! 

GK Dennis 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Bernadette 

Council 12164 

480-905-0221 

Scottsdale, AZ 
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May 2023 

                            

Ronald R. Abeyta             5/1                                                                                                                                

Manny Alvarez                 5/29                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Robert L. Bischof             5/5                                                                                                                                   

Vincenzo Cefalu               5/5                                                                                                                                      

Rev. Jose D. Cornelia      5/7                                                                                                                                        

Patrick M. Crosby            5/3                                                                                                                                         

Jason R. Fox                    5/5                                                                                                                                                

James Graziano               5/1                                                                                                                                          

George Hays                    5/16                                                                                                                                           

Deacon Al Homiski           5/19                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Richard Kovacik               5/9                                                                                                                                        

Dennis Logue                   5/12                                                                                                                                       

Richard Welp                    5/21  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

. 

     

SK Tom Munks 

Knight of the Month 

April 2023 

Election of Officers for 

Fraternal Year 2023-24! 

Candidates are still needed for all officers’ 

positions (excepting Trustees, Financial 

Secretary, and Chaplain—all of which are 

appointed offices.) 

Throw your hat into the ring! You may 

have been feeling the need to serve your 

Council, and this is the perfect way to 

serve! 

             

 

           

                   

                          

 

SK Dr. Antonio and Alexaundra Lugay 

The Lugay Family                                

Family of the Month                          

April 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

The Oertle Family 

Family of the Month November 

2019 
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Saint of the Month           
St. Isadore the Farmer  
     (1070 – May 15, 1130) 

 

 Saint Isidore the Farmer’s Story 

Isidore has become the patron of farmers and rural 
communities. In particular, he is the patron of 
Madrid, Spain, and of the United States National 
Rural Life Conference. 

When he was barely old enough to wield a hoe, 
Isidore entered the service of John de Vergas, a 
wealthy landowner from Madrid, and worked 
faithfully on his estate outside the city for the rest of 
his life. He married a young woman as simple and 
upright as himself who also became a saint—Maria 
de la Cabeza. They had one son, who died as a 
child. 

Isidore had deep religious instincts. He rose early in 
the morning to go to church and spent many a 
holiday devoutly visiting the churches of Madrid and 
surrounding areas. All day long, as he walked 
behind the plow, he communed with God. His 
devotion, one might say, became a problem, for his 
fellow workers sometimes complained that he often 
showed up late because of lingering in church too 
long. 

He was known for his love of the poor, and there 
are accounts of Isadore’s supplying them 
miraculously with food. He had a great concern for 
the proper treatment of animals. 

He died May 15,  1130, 
and was declared a saint 
in 1622, with Saints 
Ignatius of Loyola, Francis 
Xavier, Teresa of Avila, 
and Philip Neri. Together, 
the group is known in 
Spain as “the five saints.” 

Reflection 

Many implications can be 
found in a simple laborer 
achieving sainthood: 

Physical labor has 
dignity; sainthood does 
not stem from status; 
contemplation does 
not depend on 
learning; the simple life 
is conducive to holiness and happiness. Legends 
about angel helpers and mysterious oxen indicate 
that his work was not neglected and his duties did 
not go unfulfilled. Perhaps the truth which emerges 
is this: If you have your spiritual self in order, your 
earthly commitments will fall into order also. “[S]eek 
first the kingdom [of God] and his righteousness,” 
said the carpenter from Nazareth, “and all these 
things will be given you besides” (Matthew 6:33). 

  

                                                                     

                             

 

 

   

 

   

 

St. Isidore the 

Farmer, oro pro 

nobis! 
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”It wasjust the Right Thing to 

do”  by Ismael Rodriguez, Jr. 

ometime in 1999, Rich DeLotto walked 

the park at 1600 Main Avenue in 

Clifton,m NJ, and stopped to gaze at the 

Clifton War Veterans Monjument. On the 

erected monument, DeLotto read the 29 names 

of Clifton’s sons who perished during the 

Vietnam War.                                                                       

 Among the 29 names whom DeLotto 

researched and found photos of, there was one 

that stayed with him above the others—Marine 

Pvt. Robert Kruger, who, at 18, had paid the 

ultimate sacrifice.                                                                        

 “I went down this rabbit hole with Bob 

[Kruger], who was the fifth guy from Clifton 

killed,” said DeLotto, 69, a retired Clifton 

firefighter and amateur historian. “I reached 

out to the local VFW Post, 7165, and 

participated in a memorial service and all. But I 

still couldn’t get over Kruger. He reminded me 

so much of my best friend Jimmy, who looked 

just like him. Unlike Kruger, Jimmy made it 

home from Vietnam.”                                                

 DeLotto delved into more research, 

finding Kruger’s surviving family and learning 

all he could about the young Marine, a Clifton 

High graduate who played soccer and enlisted 

after graduation in 1966.                                                   

 “He was the youngest from Clifton to be 

killed in action,” DeLotto said. “Bob didn’t have 

money for college, so he figured he would join 

the Marines and go to college on the GI Bill 

when he got back. He got there on Jan. 3 or 4, 

and by May, sent to the hottest place to be. He 

was in the heat of battle when he died.”   

 Learning all he could about Kruger from 

his sister and her husband, an Air Force 

veteran and friend of Kruger’s who also 

serviced Vietnam, DeLotto began expanding 

his search. For DeLotto, it was beginning to 

seem clear that Kruger deserved more than just 

a Purple Heart.                                                            

“YOU BET I REMEMBER”                                          

For a few years, DeLotto wrote and tracked 

down leads pertaining to Kruger’s last days. E 

expanded on the brief sentences on Kruger’s 

Purple Heart citation, his own way of seeing 

the bigger picture.                                                                  

 In April 2003, DeLotto caught a break. 

He came across Edward Murphy’s  The Hill 

Fights: The First Battle of Khe Sanh. In the 

book by Murphy, a Vietnam War veteran 

himself, there’s a mention of Kruger’s unit—E 

Co., 2nd Bn., 3rd Marines, 3rd Marine Div.—that 

details the night Kruger was killed on Hill 881 

North on May 3, 1967.                                          

 Though there’s no mention of Kruger, 

DeLotto figured he could call Murphy in hopes 

of getting another lead.                                                       

 “Ed [Murphy] said he hadn’t heard of 

Kruger, but turned me onto Fred Monahan,” 

DeLotto said. “Fred was platoon leader and a 

scout at 19 years old.  He told me nobody had 

seen the action Fred Monahan had seen. He 

was a real-life John Wayne.”                                         

 DeLotto tracked town Monahan and 

called in 2003.  Monahan, a lance corporal who 

was awarded the prestigious Navy “Cross for 

his actions during the same night Kruger died, 

picked up and listened from his home in 

Altoona, Pa., where he’s a life member of VFW 

Post 3.     “I asked him if he remembered Pvt. 

Robert Kruger, and I’ll never forget what he 

said to me,” DeLotto recalled. “He says, “You 

bet I remember. I put him in the body bag.”              

“HE ALSO SAVED THE LIVES OF MANY 

MARINES”                                                             

Monahan can recall the night of May 3, 1967, as 

if it were yesterday.  It was a picth-black night 

riddled with rain, and Kruger, along with 

another Marine, had been assigned to a 

listening post near Hill 881 North in Khe Sahn.  

 From where Monahan was atop the hill, 

he and others heard yelling and then a grenade 

went off.     (continued on next page.) 

S 
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“Upon hearing the grenade Robert exploded, I 

knew what had happened,” said Monahan, who 

was one of 38 Marines who faced an ambush of 

more than 200 NVA troops that left only eight 

of the original leathernecks in fighting 

condition.                                                                               

 At the time, the Marines had been told 

that to evade capture, they should keep a 

grenade in the front of their belts, according to 

Monahan.                                                                            

 “Fred said when he got to Kruger’s 

position to recover the body, he saw three dead 

NVA soldiers with their feet touching Bob’s 

body,” DeLotto added.  He had shrapnel all 

over his face and chest. You can tell they were 

trying to drag him back to their base for 

interrogation. He let it off and killed the three 

NVA, preventing the sappers from taking him 

or charging the hill.”                                                              

 For that, according to Monahan, Kruger 

was more than deserving of the Navy Cross 

despite the unfortunate circumstances that 

followed.                                                                          

 “We were based on three ships in the 

South China Sea and the Marines who 

witnessed Robert were in hospitals or on other 

ships,” Monahan said. “This made it impossible 

to put together a citation regrading Robert at 

that time.”                                                                           

 Instead, according to DeLotto, Kruger 

received the Purple Heart that cited his being 

killed by mortar fire as opposed to sacrificing 

himself to save others.                                                           

 “It’s a real shame because Bob killed 

those three sappers and himself instead of 

letting them take him, “ DeLotto said. “He also 

saved the lives of many Marines by setting off 

his own hand grenade to save his buddies. This 

alerted all the other Marines in the unit, 

including Fred.”                                                                     

A SELFLESS ACT                                                              

  For the next eight years after their 

initial conversation, DeLotto and Monahan 

grew active in contacting and writing to local 

lawmakers, military institutions and veterans’ 

organizations in hopes of getting Kruger a 

posthumous Navy Cross.                                                          

 “I helped Rich with some people to 

contact and some advice on how to proceed,” 

Monahan said. “But Rich did all the work, like 

writing the Navy Department of Awards and 

Medals in the Pentagon, as well as his local 

congressman in Passaic County, NJ, among 

others.                                                                                  

 When the pair final met in person in 

August 2018, in Arlington, Va., they had 

discussed the remaining possibilities despite 

the ongoing roadblocks to get Kruger the Navy 

Cross.                                                                                  

 “The government said he was killed, but 

Fred could prove he did more than just that,” 

DeLotto said.  “All the letters went nowhere. 

They all would say ‘to the best we could try,’ 

which is to say nobody is saying no, but nobody 

is saying yes.”                                                                           

 With their efforts waning by early 2020, 

DeLotto was surprised when Monahan 

contacted Post 7165 in Clifton to set up a 

formal ceremony to present Kruger’s sister 

with his own Navy Cross.                                         

 Unfortunately, Monahan had to settle 

for mailing his Navy Cross and a written 

citation with Kruger’s heroics as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  By the end of March 

2020, the plan was scrapped…Though DeLotto 

remains adamant in his plans to upgrade 

Kruger’s citation to a Navv Cross, he was struck 

by Monahan’s selflessness in giving his own to 

Kruger’s family….”It was just the right thing to 

do,” said Monahan. It was something he did for 

Robert’s two nephews to remember their 

uncle’s sacrifice.”      

Reprinted from the VFW Magazine, May 2023 
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 Good week to all our Knights Of 
Columbus and ministers of care:          
 
Our Award Lunch was a big 
success last Sunday and many of 
you said THIS WAS BEST EVER. 
Our speaker gave us some good 
inspiration to show why this 
program is  so important.                               
A very important item for 

JANUARY 2024: ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRIS 
BECKER HOUSE WILL CLOSE IN 2024. We will still be 

delivering to Mom's Pantry. Jim Baker, St Vincent de 
Paul, said that the City of Phoenix and St Vincent De 
Paul will open up two shelters:  ONE WEST PHOENIX  
I-17; THE OTHER EAST PHOENIX OFF THE 51 
FREEWAY. So there will be changes for 2024. I will 
keep you all updated as things change. The shelter will 
have over hundred beds and will help keep some people 
off the streets. One shelter will be for seniors the other 
for single individuals. 
IMPORTANT: IF YOU KNOW YOU SUMMER PLANS 

FOR JUNE/JULY PLEASE LET US KNOW. I WILL BE 

WORKING ON NEW SCHEDULE.                                

REMEMBER: When we give our time and energy to a 

cause or person, we feel a special kind of fulfillment. It's 

great to know we are making a positive difference. The 

more we share the work of our hands and the love in our 

hearts, the more our joy grows, sending ripples of 

blessing into the world. 

  
  
        

 

                        

 

 

                           
“I command you: be firm and 

steadfast!  Do not fear nor be dismayed, 

for the Lord, your God, is with you 

wherever you go.”              

 --Joshua 1:9

Joke of the Week: Why did the baker become a thief?                   

Because he kneaded the dough. 

Knights of Columbus Food for the Poor Project                                                                                                                                           

us Food For The Poor Project Chairperson and Committee,                     

SK Santo Graziano St Bernadette cell:602-321-1673                                            

Larry Brainard, St Barnabas 

Mike /Susan Dalton, St Joseph 
Robert /Jackie Francioso,  St Bernadette 
Craig Anderson, St Thomas More 

                                                                       

    
      

SK Santo Graziano 
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Writing on the Wall  

Spring is the season for brainstorms. 
      The time for ambition, grand plans, 
and youthful exuberance.  
      A young man gets many silly ideas in 
his head. 
      Dreams of how he’s going to change 
the world. 
      In my youth, my big plan was to be a 
self-made man. 
     Success meant depending entirely on 
me, myself, and I. 
     I didn’t need anyone. I sure didn’t need 
God. 
     Then I grew up. 
 Milestone birthdays are when a man 
evaluates where he’s at in life.  
     And sometimes it’s someone else’s 
birthday. 
      Certain men have a profound impact 
on others through the solid counsel of 
wisdom and experience. 
The best witness though is not words, 

but action. 
     A life of steady, dependable virtue.  
     The True Man knows of magnanimity, 
maybe not how to spell it. 
     For me, March 2023 marks two such 
individuals.  
     My big brother Weebs celebrated his 
70th this month, and my son Nick turns 40 
in a few days. 
These men helped make me who I am 
today. 
     So, gentlemen, it’s not entirely your 
fault, but you’re surely guilty of 
contributing to the delinquency of a 
geezer. 
     Happy Birthday. 
Let’s take this occasion to bury the myth 
of the self-made man. 
     Left to his own devices, separated 
from God and his grace, man has mostly 
made a mess of things. 
      And I’m guilty as charged. 
My writing has drawn praise from some, 
and that feels good. 
     But remember your roots, Mister Big 
Shot. 
     It all started with dipping into your 
loaded diaper and smearing the bedroom 
wall next to your crib.  
    Some legend. 
 The True Man knows where he comes 
from. 
     And where he’s headed without 

God.  We’re all dirt.                  

                                                                      
Brian Weber                             
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Abortionists are Not Heroes, 

They Just Kill Babies 

 

Opinion  |  Bill Donohue  |   Apr 21, 2023   |  Washington, DC 

Most pro-life Americans understand, but do not condone, 
why some young girls and adult women make a terrible 
mistake by terminating the baby in their womb. Some 
make this decision out of fear, or they panic. They need 
to be ministered to, and that is why the Catholic Church 
has an outreach program, Project Rachel, that offers 
them help and guidance. 

What pro-lifers don’t understand is why anyone would 
celebrate those doctors who make their living by 
exploiting women and killing their children. Abortionists 
are no heroes. 

March 10 was Abortion Provider Appreciation Day. 
According to the Abortion Care Network, the sponsor of 
this event, they celebrated “all of the courageous, 
compassionate people who provide abortion care.” They 
did so “through love notes, art, acts of kindness and 
support, messages affirmation, a giant love-fest, 
tweetstorm, and more.” 

There is nothing compassionate or loving about killing 
the innocent. This infamous day tells us volumes about 
the character of those who support it. They prove, 
beyond a shadow of a doubt that they are not reluctantly 
pro-choice. No, they are rabid pro-abortion enthusiasts.                                       
LifeNews Note: Bill Donohue is the president of the Catholic 
League for Religious and Civil Rights  Reprinted from 
LifeNews.com, April 21, 2023.   

  

 

 

 

 

   Give Wes a call! 

Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr.  Field Agent, FIC 
 (623) 640-0436 Cell 
wes.casaus@kofc.org 
www.azkofcwes.com  
Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD  
Career Opportunity Member of KofC since 2005     

 

 

https://www.lifenews.com/category/editorials/
https://www.catholicleague.org/
https://www.catholicleague.org/
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.azkofcwes.com%252F
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fkofcknights.org%252FAgencySite%252FFAcareerNew.asp%253FGA%253D41
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        Building the Domestic Church while 

 strengthening our Parish…  

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Second Sunday of every month 
between September and May                             
 $5.00  Family:  $15.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and 

Sausage!     May21st.   

     

The last Pancake 
Breakfast until 

September! 

 

  

  

 

Grotto on the campus of Mt. St. John, home of 
Marianist Brothers who study at the University 
of Dayton, Beavercreek, Ohio Photo: JWood UD 
'66 



Volume 8 Issue 11                                                                                                Le Chevalier May 2023 p.10 
  

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221 

True story: when Catholic priests 

saved civilization… 

When Rome fell, law and learning went down 

with it. A dark chaos ensued. Man descended 
into the barbarism of the Dark Age until the 

Enlightenment.                                                           

Right?                                                                            

Nope. That’s a myth. The actual history reveals 
something very different.                                                     
Out of the rubble of Rome arose the Golden 

Age of the Church and, through her, a new and 
better and more beautiful civilization. This 
“Western Civilization” was built thanks to 

priests.                                                                              

They built it by nurturing truth, erudition, and 
faith. Let’s look at a few examples:                                    

First, education. Most priests helped in this 
crucial work, among them Chrodegand of 
Metz, Alcuin, St. Bede, and Cassiodorus. 

Alcuin was a true champion of education. 
Noted for his brilliance from a young age, he 
ran York’s palace school when he was in his 

early thirties.                                                                        

During a trip to Rome, Alcuin caught the 
attention of the great Emperor Charlemagne, 

who asked Alcuin to run his own palace school. 
Alcuin took charge of the school for many 
years, teaching the sons and daughters of 

great Christian men. When he retired to the 
monastery of St. Martin de Tours, he quickly 
formed a monastic school there.                                            

As did many like him, Alcuin dedicated his life 
to teaching, a great pillar of civilization.     

Another example is music. Pope Gregory the 

Great is best remembered for saving and 
copying down plainsong or chant (which is why 
traditional church music is known as 

“Gregorian Chant”). He loved music—beautiful 
music—and knew that it is important in any 
society. After Gregory’s death, the highest 

compliment a music-loving successor could 
receive was, “The Holy Father knows as much 
about music as Gregory the Great!”    

Architecture is another important pillar of 
civilization. Carthusian, Augustinian, 
Cistercian, and Cluniac monks were among the 

forerunners of great Western architecture, 
desiring a fitting space in which to worship. 
Some of the more famous priests, however, 

come later—Fra Giovanni Giocondo of the 15th 
century, who made possible St. Peter’s 
Basilica; and Robert of Luzarches, 13th 

century, who designed Notre Dame Cathedral 
in Amiens.                                                                     

These examples are just a scratch on the 

surface of Western Civilization and the great 
priests who toiled to build it.                               
Reprinted from GetFed&Catholic. 4/26/2023  

 

  St. Gregory the Great 

 

 

Photo: Brigitte Gellert 
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Essay Contest Winners

                               
Figure 1: WGK Dennis Logue presents Essay Contest                                                                                                                                                          
3

rd
 place winner, Grace Hayward, her prize and introduces                                                                                                                                                                          

her to the Council.  Photo: SK Gene Arvizu                                                                  
                         

                                                       

                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                     
Contest Figure 2: WGK Dennis presents 2

nd
 place winner,                                                             

Roberto Arvizu, his Essay 2
nd

 place prize. Photo: SK Gene Arvizu        

                                                              .                          .    

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

       

                                                                                                                                                            

 Figure 3:  WGK Dennis introduces 1st prize winner, 

Katie Holford the Council. Photo: SK Gene Arvizu 

Figure 4: Crowd on the parking lot as Easter 
Virgil Mass begins. Photo: JWood 

 Figure 5: The Paschal Candle is lit...Photo: 
JWood 
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Figure 6: Fr. Lankeit begins the Vigil Mass in the church. 
Photo: JWood

                  Springs of Hope 

Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities opens with 

the famous observation, “It was the best of times, 

it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, 

it was the age of foolishness…” After enumerating 

several other opposite attributes that 

characterized France in the late- eighteenth 

century, Dickens noted that the same could be 

said of London in the mid-nineteenth century 

(when he was writing ). Or of the world of our day, 

too, you might be thinking. Many people believe 

they have lived in the best of times and the worst 

of times.  

When the Darkness seems to be overpowering the 

Light, it is tempting to sink into the paralysis of 

despair. That is when the words of the psalmist . . 

. . are important to recall—that God is marching 

with us and living among us. God will help us ta 

into wisdom in the face of foolishness, to find 

springs of hope in the winter of despair.  

All this is confirmed in the Acts of the Apostles 13: 

13-25, in which Paul enumerates the many ways 

God has been marching with the Israelites and 

living among them. “Although life can only be 

understood backwards, it must be lives forwards,” 

Sᴓren Kierkegaard noted in his journal in 1843. 

That is precisely what Paul was doing in his life as 

well as in his preaching.  

Looking backward in our own lives will show us 

the amazing mystery of God’s loving kindness in 

the Dark as in the Light. “IAM with you all days.” 

Sr. Julia Upton     Julia Upton, RSM, is Provost Emerita 

at St. John’s University in New York. She is the author of  

Worship in Spirit and Truth: The Life and Legacy of H. A. 

Reinhold.       

Photo:Matthew Wood 
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Elon Musk: Abortion and Birth 

Control are Decimating 

Population Worldwide 

Micaiah Bilger  |   April 19, 2023    |  Washington, DC  

 

Billionaire Elon Musk warned of an impending global 
population crisis again Tuesday as he linked declining 

birth rates to abortion and birth control.            
 Speaking with Fox News host Tucker Carlson, 
Musk said modern civilization will “crumble” if the trend 
does not reverse soon, according to Business Insider.                                
“If we don’t make enough people to at least sustain our 
numbers, perhaps increase a little bit, then civilization’s 
gonna crumble,” said Musk, who has nine 
children.                                                                             
            Bucking against against the opinions of other 
famous billionaires like Bill Gates and Warren Buffett 
who believe the world is growing overpopulated, the 
Tesla, SpaceX and Twitter businessman has been 
warning for years that depopulation is the real problem.           
 Musk told Carlson that the human instinct to 
procreate has been “subverted,” and humanity has not 
dealt well with the relatively new and wide availability of 
birth control and elective abortions.                           
 Carlson asked: “I mean, the urge to have sex 
and to procreate is – after breathing and eating–the most 
basic urge. How has it been subverted?”                   
 “Well, it’s just, in the past we could rely upon, 
you know, simple limbic system rewards in order to 
procreate. But once you have birth control and abortions 
and whatnot, now you can still satisfy limbic instinct but 
not procreate,” Musk responded.                                  
 Birth rates have been declining across the world, 

including in many Asian and European countries 
where the number of births is below replacement level. 
As a result, the population is expected to shrink in the 
coming years – leading to fewer workers and fewer 
young adults to care for the elderly.              
 Predicting societal disaster if too few children 
are born, Musk said: “Does this the old question of, like, 
will civilization end with a bang or a whimper? Well, it’s 
currently trying to end with a whimper in adult diapers, 
which is depressing as hell.”                                     
 Rich and powerful voices have been stoking 
fears about overpopulation for more than a century, but, 
as Musk said in a 2021 interview, these fears have been 
widely overblown – sometimes with disastrous results.              
 For example, Bill Gates and Warren Buffett, two 
of the richest men in the world, donate massive amounts 
of money to pro-abortion groups that push abortion on 
families across the world. Worldometer estimates 42 
million unborn babies are aborted world-wide every year.       
 However, the past several years have brought 
more voices like Musk’s warning of the threat of 
depopulation. A 2020 study in “The Lancet,” a 
prestigious medical journal, predicted the global fertility 
rate will drop drastically through 2100 – with devastating 
consequences on the whole of society.           
 According to the study, 183 of 195 countries are 
expected to have a fertility rate below replacement level 
by the end of the century.                                          
 “While population decline is potentially good 
news  for reducing carbon emissions and stress on food 
systems, with more old people and fewer young people, 
economic challen ges will arise as societies struggle to 
grow with fewer workers and taxpayers, and countries’ 
abilities to generate the wealth needed to fund social 
support and health care for the elderly are reduced,” said 
Professor Stein Emil Vollset, the lead author of the 
study.                                                                          
 Even Pope Francis recently warned the world 
that countries with legalized abortion and low birth rates 
are “impoverishing their futures” by not having children.      
 “Having a child is always a risk, either naturally 
or by adoption,” the pope said last May. “But it is riskier 
not to have them. It is riskier to deny fatherhood or to 
deny motherhood, be it real or spiritual.               
 Meanwhile, news reports expose how older 
Chinese adults are worried about having no one to care 

for them in their old age.                                 
 This week, GB News in England published a 
piece warning of the potentially disastrous effects of 
Britain’s declining birth rate, which fell 12 percent just in 
the past decade. Demographics expert Dr. Paul Morland 
told the news outlet that the baby shortage already is 
having a huge impact as employers struggle with labor 
shortages.                                                                       
 “I think the culture needs to change. I think 
there’s a lot in the culture that is pointing away from 
fertility, and that is what will really make a difference,” 
Morland said.  Reprinted from LifeNews.com, April 19, 2023
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Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2022-2023 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        Dennis Logue               602-595-1460                             1st Degree Team                                                               

Chaplain                Fr. Don Kline                480-905-0221                             Blood Drive           Dennis Logue               602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight   SK Tom Munks             480-241-0578                            Oktoberfest          SK Jerry Wood              602-568-2779        

Chancellor            Ignacio Heredia            808-628-0509                            Social Committee (Volunteer needed)                                

Financial Sec.       SK Brian Light               630-267-9577                            Italian Dinner                                                                  

Treasurer              SK Richard Welp          602-826-1241                            Food for the Poor   SK Santo Granziano   602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460                            Tootsie Roll Drive SK Vince Cefalu             602-350-9106                                                                                                         

Advocate               SK Michael Dill            760-213-3737                             Rosary Sunday      Chair needed                                               

Warden                 SK Vince Cefalu            602-350-9106                            Free Throw Contest   Dennis Logue           602-595-1460                                                                                                            

Outside Guard      Justin Navarre              248-806-0769                           Le  Chevalier Graphic Design                      SK Don Tellis                                                                                                    

Inside Guard         Tim Olinski                    602-568-0982                            Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament      SK Richard Welp                                                                                                                        

3yr Trustee            SK Martin C. Perez      602-418-6511                            Retention Chairman   SK Daniel Conway   480-686-9256                                                                                                                            

2yr Trustee            SK Jerry Wood              602-568-2779                             Editor: SK Jerry Wood                                                                                                             

1yr Trustee            SK Gene Arvizu             480-776-4794                                                  

                        

 
Brian Abernathy                        Ray Klodt                            Miguel Angel Samaniego  Good of the Order Prayer List        

Theodore Billings                         Jim Kusbel   Lynn Sell                              May 2023             
Mary Bombeck                             Joey Marino                                              Jack Smalley                                                                                                                                                            

Ed Carl           Carlos Martinez & family                        Lorene Solomon                                                                                                                                                                                          

David Carlisi                Harvey Martin     Billy Spanko                 Brothers, please join us as we pray for                                                                                                                                                                 

Michelle Capone              SK Brian Mastro      Preston Stotz          these Knights and their families:                   

Joyce Conway      John Mayes                                             Virgie Williams                                                                                                 

Mary Caroline         Diane McMahon   Deborah Jane Wood                                              

Carrie Cefalu       Ray & Karla Mendoza  Joe Wood       

Kevin Daly        Kaye & Richard Minchey  Susan Wood                                              

William Davis          SK Duane Moore   8
th

 Grader Nick                          

Barbara Day           Al & Judy Mozingo     All of our Clergy:                             

Bill Day              Abigale Munks   Fr. Don Kline, Fr. John Lankeit, Deacon Al Homiski, Deacon Frank           

Frances Decordovana                Beverly Ann Neely  Nevarez, Deacon Peter Auriemma, Fr. Spina.                           

Lupe DeGroodt            Gary Norton    We pray for the good health of all Knights and their families and  

Magdalena Dinan         Tim Olinski   our own Knights who find the strength and the will to keep                     

Lynn Evans         Ursula Olinski   coming out to do God’s will, and for the safety and good health        

SK Ric Fichera         Junior Ortega   of all our military, police, fire  fighters, and all first responders.  

Satinder Gill            Anthony Palmietto                      

Patricia Greifme           Christine Pate   Lord, protect our Supreme Court Justices and all Crisis Pregnancy         

Rachel Harford          Isabelle Pate   Centers.                          

Terry Hargis         Kelly Patterson                               

Jerry Hindemann        Kayla Perez                              

Brian Jacobson          SK Steve Pirrone                      

Roxanne Jordan     Loretta Rizzo 

 



Volume 8 Issue 11                                                                                                Le Chevalier May 2023 p.16 
  

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221 

 

 The Story of the 
Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

                                               
This is a fairly late feast, 
going back only to the 13th or 
14th century. It was 
established widely throughout 
the Church to pray for unity. 
The present date of 
celebration was set in 1969, 
in order to follow the 
Annunciation of the Lord and 
precede the Nativity of Saint 

John the Baptist. 

Like most feasts of Mary, it is 
closely connected with Jesus 
and his saving work. The 
more visible actors in the 
visitation drama (see Luke 
1:39-45) are Mary and 
Elizabeth. However, Jesus 
and John the Baptist steal the 
scene in a hidden way. Jesus 
makes John leap with joy—
the joy of messianic salvation. 
Elizabeth, in turn, is filled with 
the Holy Spirit and addresses 
words of praise to Mary—
words that echo down 

through the ages. 

It is helpful to recall that we 
do not have a journalist’s 
account of this meeting. 
Rather Luke, speaking for the 
Church, gives a prayerful 

poet’s rendition of the 
scene. Elizabeth’s 
praise of Mary as                                   
“the mother of my Lord” can be 
viewed as the earliest Church’s 

devotion to Mary. As     

with all authentic devotion to Mary, Elizabeth’s (the 
Church’s) words first praise God for what God has done 
to Mary. Only secondly does she praise Mary for trusting 
God’s words.Then comes the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55). 
Here, Mary herself—like the Church—traces all her 
greatness to God.                                                                                      
     

 Reflection:                                                                     

One of the invocations in Mary’s litany is “Ark of the 
Covenant.” Like the Ark of the Covenant of old, Mary 
brings God’s presence into the lives of other people. As 
David danced before the Ark, John the Baptist leaps for 
joy. As the Ark helped to unite the 12 tribes of Israel by 
being placed in David’s capital, so Mary has the power 
to unite all Christians in her son. At times, devotion to 
Mary may have occasioned some divisiveness, but we 
can hope that authentic devotion will lead all to Christ 

and therefore, to one another.
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