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Le Chevalier

Grand Knight's
Message

WGK Dennis Logue

My Dear
Brothers:

| pray that you
allhad a
spiritually fulfilling Lent and a

joyous Easter!

We are now in the
homestretch of our fraternal
year. We've had a few bumps
along the way, such as the
delayed re-opening of the
church pushing our
Oktoberfest into November,
but overall it has been a
success as we’ve run or
assisted on a number of
successful programs to bolster
the spiritual and communal
life of St. Bernadette’s
parishioners. Along the way
I’'ve learned some lessons as
Grand Knight, foremost of
which is to plan even further
ahead than | thought
necessary.

We already know that we will
be bringing back a couple of
programs we missed out on
this past year such as the
Catholic Essay Contest and
Knight’s Golf Tournament.
Some have expressed an

interest in restoring the Italian dinner and | would like
to have a men’s retreat as well as a few more life-
oriented events such as a Mass for People with Special
Needs. I’'m sure there are some other wonderful ideas
out there for fundraising or community building. If you
have an idea for a program or event that you’d like to
see the Council take on please let me know ASAP as we
will be looking to put together a budget and calendar
for the next fraternal year, which starts in July, by our
business meeting in June.

Our Council is the most active in our district
and in the upper 20% for the state. This is a testament
to your hard work. I'd particularly like to point to
Deputy Grand Knight Tom Munks who is the May Knight
of the Month for his work getting and preparing food
for the Fish Fries (which netted 7K) as well as making
sure the kitchen was cleaner than when the cooking
started every Friday evening. Tom is also running our
Mother’s Day Roses program this year. He'll be
coordinating the purchase and de-thorning efforts so
that our Council can bring an extra smile to the faces of
our parish mothers after every mass that weekend.

Vivat Jesus,

GK Dennis
E-mail: DoctorD@ Cox.net if you want to share a
program idea.

P.S. Our officers and program directors have agreed to
stay on for another fraternal year,
but if you are interested in serving
in an officer role, please contact
Martin Perez, Gene Arvizu, or Jerry
Wood to express your interest.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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SK Michael and Midi Dill

The Dill Family

Family of the Month
April 2022

SK Tom Munks

Knight of the Month

April 2022

May 2022

l’. _" o

3757 é@rf’ @
DIPLL Ay
Vincenzo Cefalu
Jason Fox
James Graziano
George Hays
Deacon Al Homiski
Shaun Kelly
Richard Kovacik

Dennis Logue
Richard Welp

If you know of changes for the
birthday list, please notify me. If you
wish to honor someone with a Mass
Card, contact Santo Graziano at
(602) 321-1673 . JTW

Fr. Kline  Dennis Logue Tom Munks Ignacio Herrera Frank Scarpone

59

Dick Welp  Michael Dill  Vinnie Cefalu Justin Navarre Tim Olinski

Martin Perez Jerry Wood Gene Arvizu Michael Smalley

Current officers make up the slate for next vear. See p. 8 for details.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Saint of the Month
Saint Margaret of Scotland

(c. 560 — April 4, 636)

Saint Margaret of Scotland’s Story

St. Margaret of Scotland, or Margaret of Wessex, was an English
princess born in Hungary to Princess Agatha of Hungary and English
Prince Edward the Exile around 1045. Her siblings, Cristina and Edgar
the Atheling were also born in Hungary around this time.

Margaret and her family returned to England when she
was 10-years-old and her father was called back as a potential
successor to the throne. However, Edward died immediately after
the family arrived, but Margaret and Edgar continued to reside at
the English court. Margaret's family fled from William the
Conqueror after his victory at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. Her
widowed mother set out to take her children north to Northumbria.

Tradition says, Agatha decided to leave Northumbria and
return to the continent, but her family's ship got caught in a storm.
The storm drove their ship even more north to Scotland, where they
were shipwrecked in 1068. The spot they landed on is now known as
"St. Margaret's Hope."

Malcolm Canmore lll, the king of Scotland, welcomed
Margaret and her family and put them under his protection. He soon
fell deeply in love with the beautiful and kind princess. Margaret and
Malcolm became married in 1070 at the castle of Dunfermline.

Together, they had eight children, six sons and two
daughters. All of whom were raised with deep Catholic Christian
faith. They lived as a holy family, a domestic church.

Margaret's kind-nature and good heart was a strong
influence on Malcolm's reign. She softened his temper and helped
him become a virtuous King of Scotland. Together they prayed, fed
the hungry, and offered a powerful example of living faith in action.
Margaret was placed in charge of all domestic affairs and was often
consulted with state matters, as well. She promoted the arts and
education in Scotland. She encouraged Church synods and was
involved in efforts to correct the religious abuses involving Bishops,
priests and laypeople.

Her impact in Scotland led her to being referred to as,
"The Pearl of Scotland."

She constantly worked to aid the poor in Scotland. She
encouraged people to live a devout life, grow in prayer, and grow in
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holiness. She helped to build
churches, including the Abbey of
Dunfermline, where a relic of the
true Cross is kept. She was well-
known for her deep life of prayer
and piety. She set aside specific
times for prayer and to read
Scripture. She didn't eat often and
slept very little so she would have
more time for her devotions. She
lived holiness of life as a wife,
mother and lay woman; truly in love
with Jesus Christ.

Malcolm supported
Margaret in all her endeavors and
admired her religious devotion so
much he had her books decorated in
jewels, gold and silver. One of these

decorated books, a gospel book
with portraits of the four St. Margaret
evangelists, is now kept in
Oxford at the Bodleian Library Of SCO tland,
after it was miraculously
oro pro nobis/

recovered from a river.

In 1093, Malcolm and
their oldest son were killed
during the Battle of Alnwick. Already ill and worn from a life full of
austerity and fasting, Margaret passed away four days after her
husband, on November 16, 1093.

Her body was buried before the high altar at Dunfermline.
In 1250, Pope Innocent IV canonized Margaret as a Saint,
acknowledging her life of holiness and extraordinary virtue. She was
honored for her work for reform of the Church and her personal
holiness.

In 1259, Margaret's and Malcolm's bodies were
transferred to a chapel in the eastern apse of Dunfermline Abbey. In
1560, Mary Queen of Scots came into possession of Margaret's
head. It was kept as a relic. She insisted that it, and Margaret's
prayers from heaven, helped assist her in childbirth. Her head later
ended up with the Jesuits at the Scots' College, Douai, France, but
was lost during the French Revolution.

Defender
of the Faith

dI. bermnmaaene COUIrICIl 1£104 40U-7VUJ-V4s
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Food for the Poor Project

Good week to all our Volunteers,

We would like to wish everyone in
our program Happy Easter. Today
we have volunteers still picking up
and taking items to Chris Becker
House St Vincent De Paul. This
shows the great dedication each
one of our ministers have with
our program.

SK Santo Graziano

IMPORTANT: A good read was in this morning’s
Arizona Republic on the front page: “Celebrating A
Resurrection,” about St Joseph Church after the fire.

IMPORTANT: PLEASE RSVP BY APRIL 24TH OR let
us know either yes or no that you will be coming to
Award Lunch May 1 Sunday at St Bernadette Church 60
ST South of Bell Rd this first time in two years because
of pandemic we had to cackle events. Time to meet your
fellow ministers that volunteer share stories. We will
have speaker, free lunch, music, raffle items and good
fellowship . This event will start at 12:30pm So far 48
people have signed up.

Joke Of the Week: What the Easter bunny's favorite type
of music? Hip Hop

Knights Of Columbus Food For The Poor Project
Chairperson and Committee,

SK Santo Graziano Chairperson St Bernadette
SK Robert /Jackie Francisco St Bernadette
Larry Brainard St Barnabas
Mike/Susan Dalton St Joseph
SK Craig Anderson, St. Thomas More

SKs Michael Dill and Gene Arvizu guard the Holy
Eucharist at Holy Thursday Adoration
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The Blessed Mother

and Mary said: “my soul
praclaims the greatness of the
Lord; my spirit nejoices in Ged my
savior...J he Mighty One has dene
great things for me.”

--LUuke 1.46-47, 49

Fr. Kline lights the Paschal Candle

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Monthly Pancake Breakfast

Second Sunday of every month
between September and May
$5.00 Family: $15.00

Join us in the Parish Hall!

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and
Sausage!
This month, it’s Donuts with
the Knights! Pancakes will

return in September!

Pan(?é!kff
,q?‘-aakfasz,

Grotto on the campus of Mt. St. John, Bergamo,
Beavercreek, Ohio Photo: J.Wood UD ‘66
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Building the Domestic Church
while strengthening our Parish.

WGK Dennis and Lady Rebecca Logue sign
up blood donors.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Micaiah Bilger | Apr7,2022 | Jefferson City, Missouri

The Missouri House passed a broad pro-life bill Wednesday to
defund the abortion chain Planned Parenthood and protect
babies from abortion.

Lawmakers voted 91-37 in favor of state House Bill 2012, which
now heads to the state Senate for consideration. Along with
defunding abortion groups of tax dollars, the legislation also
would ban mail-order abortion drugs, ban the donation of
aborted babies’ bodies and require medical care for babies who
are born alive in botched abortions.

Before the vote, state Rep. Hannah Kelly, R-Mountain Grove,
the lead sponsor of the bill, said the pro-life legislation
strengthens Missouri’'s commitment to protecting unborn

life, according to St. Louis Public Radio.

“Today was a good day in the Missouri House. We passed out
HB 2012 that sends a resounding message: Missouri continues
to stand and protect unborn lives in our State. Now the hill goes
to the Senate. My deepest thanks to my Colleagues for their
leadership in helping this package,” Kelly wrote afterward on
Twitter.

Planned Parenthood is the largest abortion group in the U.S. It
reports billion-dollar revenues while aborting more than 350,000
unborn babies a year, and it runs the only abortion facility in
Missouri. Kelly’s bill would defund Planned Parenthood and
other abortion groups, their affiliates and associates of state tax
dollars through Medicaid and other programs.

The Springfield News-Leader reports pro-abortion groups and
Democrat lawmakers criticized the bill, arguing that defunding
Planned Parenthood would reduce access to sexual and
reproductive health care in Missouri.

But the abortion chain does not provide much health care.
Former CEO Leana Wen said its “core mission” is abortion, and
its own annual reports show that the few actual health services
that it does provide, such as birth control and cancer
screenings, have been dropping steadily in recent years, while
its abortion numbers have been increasing.

Medicaid funds do not pay for abortions directly (Planned
Parenthood is lobbying federal lawmakers to change that),
but they do indirectly fund Planned Parenthood’s vast
abortion business. According to its most recently annual
report, it received $616.8 million in government funding
nationally, approximately 90 percent of which came from
Medicaid.

Missouri has been trying to strip tax dollars from the
abortion chain for years, but Planned Parenthood
repeatedly has challenged these efforts in court and won.
Many states have tried but only a few, including Texas and
Arkansas, have succeeded in defunding the abortion chain.

Another measure in the Missouri bill would protect both
mothers and unborn babies by banning mail-order abortion
drugs. Last year, the Biden administration got rid of safety
regulations for the abortion drug mifepristone and began
allowing it to be distributed without direct medical
supervision. Now, abortion businesses are selling the
dangerous drug through the mail without ever seeing or
even talking to the woman.

The legislation also would protect babies who are born alive
in botched abortions by requiring that they receive the same
care that a medical worker would provide to any other baby
born at the same gestational age. Families of babies who
are denied this care may sue the abortionist for wrongful
death.

Other parts of the bill would make it illegal to hoard aborted
babies’ bodies in a setting outside a hospital, medical
facility or abortion facility, and ban the donation of aborted
babies’ bodies to research.

Missourians support legal protections for unborn babies,
and it likely would be one of 26 states that would ban
abortions completely if Roe v. Wade is overturned.

A 2021 poll from Saint Louis University/YouGov found that
56 percent of Missourians support legislation to ban
abortions after eight weeks, including 57 percent of women.
In contrast, 33 percent said they oppose such legislation
and 11 percent said they are not sure.

MEM’D&PAL

. 1‘& DAY



https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB2012&year=2022&code=R
https://www.kcur.org/politics-elections-and-government/2022-04-06/missouri-house-passes-anti-abortion-bill-further-tightening-restrictions-on-providers
https://twitter.com/HannahKellyMO/status/1511890616900362252
https://twitter.com/HannahKellyMO/status/1511890616900362252
https://www.news-leader.com/story/news/politics/2022/04/06/house-passes-bill-banning-abortion-drugs-defunding-planned-parenthood/9490160002/
https://www.lifenews.com/2019/01/08/planned-parenthood-president-finally-admits-its-core-mission-is-abortion/
https://www.lifenews.com/2021/12/17/joe-bidens-decision-to-allow-mail-order-abortions-will-result-in-abortion-killing-more-women/
https://www.lifenews.com/2021/12/17/joe-bidens-decision-to-allow-mail-order-abortions-will-result-in-abortion-killing-more-women/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/04/04/leftists-are-building-an-abortion-underground-to-make-sure-babies-are-killed-when-roe-is-overturned/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/04/04/leftists-are-building-an-abortion-underground-to-make-sure-babies-are-killed-when-roe-is-overturned/
https://www.lifenews.com/2021/12/08/26-states-will-ban-all-or-most-abortions-if-supreme-court-overturns-roe-v-wade/
https://www.lifenews.com/2021/12/08/26-states-will-ban-all-or-most-abortions-if-supreme-court-overturns-roe-v-wade/
https://www.slu.edu/research/research-institute/big-ideas/slu-poll/july-2021-poll/slu-poll-july2021-crosstabresults.pdf

Officers’ Election is on June 8, 2022

Below is the slate that your Council Trustees have put together. If you
are interested in running for an office, please contact SK Martin Perez,
SK Gene Arvizu, or SK Jerry Wood ASAP. We will gladly add your name.

Chaplain: Fr. Don Kline (appointed, not contested)
Grand Knight: Dennis Logue

Deputy Grand Knight: SK Tom Munks

Chancellor: Ignacio Herrera

Warden: SK Vincenzo Cefalu

Recorder: SK Frank Scarpone

Treasurer: SK Richard Welp

Advocate: SK Michael Dill

Financial Secretary: SK Michael Smalley (appointed)
Outside Guard: Justin Navarre

Inside Guard: Tim Olinski

Trustee 3 year: SK Martin Perez (appointed)
Trustee 2 year: SK Jerry Wood (appointed)

Trustee 1 year: SK Gene Arvizu (appointed)

My Dear Brothers:

Yes, it’s that time of year again: the election of officers for the next
Fraternal Year, which begins on July 1, 2021. The list shown above is
the current roster of officers. All have agreed to stand for reelection
for the 2022-23 Fraternal Year. That doesn’t mean that the slate has
been closed. Any one of you who would like to become an officer may
add your name to the slate. The election will be held at the June 2022
meeting, which will be held on June 8, 2022. The elected officers will
assume responsibility for their offices on July 1, 2022.

Hope to see you at the next Council Meeting on May 11th!

Le Chevalier May 2022 p.7

Attention! Achtung!

Every Friday there is
a Healing Rosary at
6:30 PM (this is
ongoing throughout
the year). Join us in
the church or through

Zoom.

The tomb is empty!

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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The Grotto is open for business! stop

by for a visit and check out all the wonderful religious

gifts.

Manager Pete Kline serves a happy customer.

Choose from:

Something for
everyone! Come in and
browse!

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221




Volume 7 Issue 11

Kentucky is Abortion Free

Cheryl Sullenger | Apr 18,2022 | Frankfort, Kentucky

When the Kentucky Legislature overrode Democrat Gov.
Andy Beshear’s veto of HB 3, the omnibus abortion law
went into immediate effect. As a result, Kentucky's two
abortion facilities voluntarily halted all abortions.

Since April 14, 2022, Kentucky has been abortion

free. This has sent shock waves through the Abortion
Cartel, who already fear the U.S. Supreme Court may
overturn Roe v. Wade when it issues a decision

in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization |ater
this spring.

“We are proud of the Kentucky Legislature having the
courage to stand up for women and innocent babies,”
said Troy Newman, President of Operation

Rescue. “Every day this law remains in force is another
day babies are not dying barbaric violent deaths.”

The new law does a humber several things that make
abortion facilities more accountable and protects women
and babies from exploitation by abortion businesses
focused on annual profits.

(] Bans abortions after 15 weeks.

®  Mandates that abortion inducing drugs can only be provided
to a pregnant woman by a qualified licensed physician. This
essentially outlaws mail-order abortion drugs.

®  Requires abortionists to maintain local hospital privileges
and be qualified to treat abortion complications.

®  Requires an abortionist to obtain written, notarized consent
from a minor and one parent before that minor may have an
abortion and requires that an effort to be made to notify the
second parent at least 48 hours before a minor child is set to
have an abortion. Violation is a Class D Felony.

®  Changes abortion reporting requirements. Now, abortion
facilities must report abortions to Vital Statistics within three
days, instead of 15 days or the end of the month, and
include information about the abortionist, facility, whether the
baby was delivered alive, and whether the mother suffered
complications, among other things.

®  Requires the reporting of chemical abortions within three
days of dispensing the abortion drugs.
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®  Provides for annual audits to ensure compliance with
reporting requirements.

®  Requires aborted baby remains be cremated or buried.

Both of Kentucky’s active abortion facilities, Louisville
Center Planned Parenthood and EMW Women’s
Surgery Center in Louisville have filed legal challenges
to the law and have requested Temporary Restraining
Orders (TROSs) in Federal Court. EMW Women’s
Surgery Center is represented by the ACLU. (Planned
Parenthood TRO Motion; EMW Women’s Surgery
Center's TRO Motion)

The abortion businesses claim that the new regulations
make it impossible for them to continue abortions without
risking violations of the new law and have complained
extensively about the new reporting regulations, which
require them to create new reporting forms.

They also repeatedly claim that abortion is safe.
However, Operation Rescue has documented hundreds
of cases of abortion harm nationwide so serious that
women have required emergency hospitalizations. In
some cases, women suffered fatal abortion injuries.

Judge Rebecca Grady Jennings, who was appointed to
the Federal bench in 2018 by President Donald J.
Trump, ordered defendants to submit any response to
the motions for TROs no later than noon on April 19,
2022. A ruling on the TRO motions is expected soon
after.

“I am encouraged to hear that this important case is not
in the hands of a radical liberal pro-abortion judge, which
gives the law an opportunity to survive the abortionists’
challenge,” said Newman. ‘I pray that no injunction will
be issued, and this law can continue saving babies and
sparing women from the dangers of abortion.”

LifeNews.com Note: Cheryl Sullenger is a leader
of Operation Rescue.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221



https://www.lifenews.com/2022/04/13/kentucky-legislature-overrides-democrat-gov-passes-bill-to-ban-killing-babies-in-abortions-after-15-weeks/
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https://abortiondocs.org/clinics/louisville-health-center-planned-parenthood/
https://abortiondocs.org/clinics/louisville-health-center-planned-parenthood/
https://abortiondocs.org/clinics/emw-womens-surgical-center/
https://abortiondocs.org/clinics/emw-womens-surgical-center/
https://www.operationrescue.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/3-main.pdf
https://www.operationrescue.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/3-main.pdf
https://www.operationrescue.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/82-main.pdf
https://www.operationrescue.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/82-main.pdf
https://abortion911.com/
https://abortion911.com/
https://www.operationrescue.org/archives/archive-of-documented-abortion-patient-death-reports-by-operation-rescue/
https://www.operationrescue.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Order-4-15-2022.pdf
https://www.operationrescue.org/
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May 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Food for the Officers’ National Day of
Poor Meeting Prayer
Luncheon 7:00 PM
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Council
Meeting
Mothers’ Day 7:00PM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
State Convention | State Convention
in Tucson in Tucson
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Blood Drive
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
l]lt’Illl)I"‘ The Visitation of
Ascension I !A@ the Blessed Virgin
Of the Lord e Mary
June 2022
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
”k’"l‘."'.l The Visitation of OfﬁCErS’
Ascension DAlifl the Blessed Virgin Meeting
Of the Lord — Mary 7:00 PM
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Pentacost BVM, Mother Council Meeting
Sunda 7:00 PM. Election
v of the Church 209923
Officers.
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Flag Day
The Most Holy B
Trinity -
15 o 20 21 22 23 24 25
Corpus Christi ﬂ The Immaculate
Heart of the
Fathers’ Day Most Sacred Heart BVM
26 27 28 29 30 1 2

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Officers:

Grand Knight
Chaplain

Chancellor
Financial Sec.

D. Grand Knight

Dennis Logue

Fr. Don Kline

SK Tom Munks
Ignacio Heredia

SK Michael Smalley

Treasurer SK Richard Welp
Recorder SK Frank Scarpone
Advocate SK Michael Dill
Warden SK Vince Cefalu
Outside Guard  Justin Navarre
Inside Guard Tim Olinski

3yr Trustee SK Martin C. Perez
2yr Trustee SK Jerry Wood

602-595-1460
480-905-0221
480-241-0578
808-628-0509
602-799-2256
602-826-1241
480-540-8460
760-213-3737
602-350-9106
248-806-0769
602-568-0982
602-418-6511
602-568-2779

lyr Trustee

SK Gene Arvizu

480-776-4794

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2021-2022

Committee Chairmen:

1% Degree Team
602-595-1460
602-568-2779

Blood Drive Dennis Logue
Oktoberfest SK Jerry Wood
Social Committee (Volunteer needed)
Italian Dinner

Food for the Poor SK Santo Granziano 602-321-1673
Tootsie Roll Drive SK Vince Cefalu 602-350-9106
Rosary Sunday  Chair needed

602-595-1460
SK Don Tellis
SK Lou DeLuco

SK Richard Welp

Free Throw Contest Dennis Logue
Le Chevalier Graphic Design
Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament

Editor: SK Jerry Wood
SK Edward Dunai
Communications Director: Trevor Mahan

Webmaster:

+ Brian Abernathy

- Delores Arvizu

- Theodore Billings
- Ed Carl

- David Carlisi

- Mary Caroline

- Carrie Cefalu

- SK Vinnie Cefalu
- William Davis

- Barbara Day

- Bill Day

- SK Lou DelLuco

- SK Ric Fichera

- Michael Gatz

- LauralLee Gaudio
- Martin Gomez

- Patricia Greifmer
- Rachel Harford
- Terry Hargis

- Juan Herrick

- Jerry Hindemann
- Joe Hindemann

- Brian Jacobson

- Charles Kennedy

- Steven Kennedy

- Michael Lichok
- Connie Lindemann
- Marcella Logue
- Donna Lomio
- John Lomio
- Joey Marino
- SK John Martin
- Kim McGarry
- Bob McKeon
- John Merrill
- Kaye & Richard Minchey
- Al & Judy Mozingo
- Abigale Munks
- Martina Navarre
- Beverly Neely
- Gary Norton
- Tim Orlinksi
- Junior Ortega
- Christine Pate
- Isabelle Pate
- Kelly Patterson
- SK Steve Pirrone
- Heather Riley

- Loretta Rizzo Good of the Order Prayer List
April 2022

- Nate Rotolante
- Miguel Angel Samaniego
- Tommy Schenker

- Lynn Sell

Brothers, please join us as we pray for
these Knights and their families:

- Jack Smalley

- SK Michael Smalley

- Pamela Smalley

- Mary Soltis

- Billy Spanko

- Debbie Wood

- Joe Wood

- Susan Wood

All of our Clergy: Fr. Kline, Fr. Lankeit, Deacon Al, Deacon Frank, Deacon Peter

Auriemma, Fr. Spina; continue to protect us from the deadly Corona virus in all
of its variants. Protect the Ukrainian nation and its people. For the good health
of all Knights and their families and our own Knights who continue to find the
strength and the will to keep coming out to do God’s will.

For the safety and good health of all
our military, police, and fire fighters.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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St. Bernadette
Council 12164

16245 N. 60™ Street
Scottsdale, AZ
85254

Phone:
(480) 905-0221

Fax:(480)905-0249
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We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.kofc12164.org

The Story of the
Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

This is a fairly late feast, going
back only to the 13th or 14th
century. It was established
widely throughout the Church
to pray for unity. The present
date of celebration was set in
1969, in order to follow the
Annunciation of the Lord and
precede the Nativity of Saint
John the Baptist.

Like most feasts of Mary, it is
closely connected with Jesus
and his saving work. The more
visible actors in the visitation
drama (see Luke 1:39-45) are
Mary and Elizabeth. However,
Jesus and John the Baptist
steal the scene in a hidden
way. Jesus makes John leap
with joy—the joy of messianic
salvation. Elizabeth, in turn, is
filled with the Holy Spirit and
addresses words of praise to
Mary—words that echo down
through the ages.

It is helpful to recall that we do
not have a journalist’s account
of this meeting. Rather Luke,
speaking for the Church, gives
a prayerful poet’s rendition of
the scene. Elizabeth’s praise of
Mary as
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“the mother of my Lord” :
can be viewed as the earliest
Church’s devotion to Mary. As
with all authentic devotion to
Mary, Elizabeth’s (the Church’s) words first praise God
for what God has done to Mary. Only secondly does she
praise Mary for trusting God’s words.
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ora pro nobis!

Then comes the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55). Here, Mary
herself—like the Church—traces all her greatness to
God.

Reflection:

One of the invocations in Mary’s litany is “Ark of the
Covenant.” Like the Ark of the Covenant of old, Mary
brings God’s presence into the lives of other people. As
David danced before the Ark, John the Baptist leaps for
joy. As the Ark helped to unite the 12 tribes of Israel by
being placed in David’s capital, so Mary has the power
to unite all Christians in her son. At times, devotion to
Mary may have occasioned some divisiveness, but we
can hope that authentic devotion will lead all to Christ
and therefore, to one another.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221



http://www.kofc12164.com/

