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Grand Knight’s 
Message                                                                        
WGK Jefferson Pinto 
                                                                                           
    
    
    
    
                                                    

My Dear Brothers:      
                                               
As our Fraternal year 
winds down, I wanted to 
take a moment to look 
back on some of the 
quantitative and 
qualitative 
achievements:  Fish Fries, 
pancake breakfasts, 
healing Rosaries, 
providing monetary 
support for seminarians / 
Maggie’s Place, GiGI’s 
Playhouse, St. Joseph’s 
Youth Camp, etc. 

We also started the Ladies 
Auxiliary, Ice Cream 
Social, Oktoberfest, 
Tootsie Roll Drive, 
Mother’s Day Roses, Food 
for the Poor, Free Throw 
Contest, Blood Drives, 
Coats for Kids, Diaper 
Drive, etc. 
  
Nicely done Brothers; this 
is who we are and this 
is what we do. Thank you 

for “saying yes” and sharing your time, 
treasure, and talent.  Thank you for 
remembering the Knights and our good works 
when you evaluate your priorities.     I’m proud 
of you and I’m proud to be a Knight. 
  
Other than business meetings and social 
meetings let’s enjoy the summer off, rest, and 
come back stronger in the Fall. 
  
Vivat Jesus, 
GK Dennis 

 

Father Andrzej serves Communion at his last Vigil Mass. 
Go with God, Father; we will miss you. 
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June 2024 

                            

Ron Angelo                    6/19                                                                                                                                         

Brian Beckwith               6/7                                                                                                                                                

Ric Fichera                    6/30                                                                                                                                          

Kevin D. Flitcroft            6/20                                                                                                                                             

Santo P.Graziano          6/5                                                                                                                                                        

Gerald M. Gresko          6/20                                                                                                                                                             

Michael E. Kalweit         6/3                                                                                                                                                     

Timothy J. Nowicki         6/11                                                                                                                                  

Stephen P. Pirrone        6/15                                                                                                                                                          

David Wagner                6/13                                                                                                                                                      

John Young                   6/22 

 

 

. 

 

 

SK Larry and Lady Jan Bleichroth 

The Bleichroth Family                                

Family of the Month                          

May2024 

 

 

 

 

 

The Oertle Family 

Family of the Month November 

2019 

 

 

No 

candi-

date 

     

Thomas Long 

Knight of the Month 

May 2024 

                                   

                                 

         

Pict ured above are the candidates for 2024-25 Officers’ positions 

Row 1:  Fr. Kline, Chaplain; SK Jeff Pinto, GK; SK Robert Mastro, DGK; 

Chancellor is open; SK Frank Scarpone, Recorder; Row 2: Justin Navarre, 

Treasurer; SK Michael Dill, Advocate; SK Vinnie Cefalu, Warden; Tim 

Olinski, Inside Guard; Outside Guard, SK Trent Hammer;  Row 3:  SK 

Daniel Conway, Financial Secretary; Dennis Logue, 3-yr Trustee; SK 

Michael Smalley, 2-yr Trustee; SK Jerry Wood, 1-yr Trustee.  (All officers 

in Row 3 are appointed, not elected.)    See page 17 for details.  

No 

candidate  
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Saint of the Month   

Saint Katharine Drexel 

                                                     
(November 26, 1858 – March 3, 1955) 

 

       Saint Katharine Drexel’s Story                    
If your father is an international banker and you ride in a 
private railroad car, you are not likely to be drawn into a 
life of voluntary poverty. But if your mother opens your 
home to the poor three days each week and your father 
spends half an hour each evening in prayer, it is not 
impossible that you will devote your life to the poor and 
give away millions of dollars. Katharine Drexel did that. 
 Born in Philadelphia in 1858, she had an 
excellent education and traveled widely. As a rich girl, 
Katharine also had a grand debut into society. But when 
she nursed her stepmother through a three-year terminal 
illness, she saw that all the Drexel money could not buy 
safety from pain or death, and her life took a profound 
turn.                                                                                          
 Katharine had always been interested in the 
plight of the Indians, having been appalled by what she 
read in Helen Hunt Jackson’s A Century of Dishonor. 
While on a European tour, she met Pope Leo XIII and 
asked him to send more missionaries to Wyoming for 
her friend Bishop James O’Connor. The pope replied, 
“Why don’t you become a missionary?” His answer 
shocked her into considering new possibilities.                       
 Back home, Katharine visited the Dakotas, met 
the Sioux leader Red Cloud and began her systematic 
aid to Indian missions.                                       
 Katharine Drexel could easily have married. But 
after much discussion with Bishop O’Connor, she wrote 
in 1889, “The feast of Saint Joseph brought me the 
grace to give the remainder of my life to the Indians and 
the Colored.” Newspaper headlines screamed “Gives Up 
Seven Million!”                                                                              
 After three and a half years of training, Mother 
Drexel and her first band of nuns—Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament for Indians and Colored—opened a boarding 

school in Santa Fe. A string of foundations followed. By 
1942, she had a system of 
black Catholic schools in 
13 states, plus 40 mission 
centers and 23 rural 
schools. Segregationists 
harassed her work, even 
burning a school in 
Pennsylvania. In all, she 
established 50 missions 
for Indians in 16 states.                                                                      

 Two saints met 
when Mother Drexel was 
advised by Mother Cabrini 
about the “politics” of 
getting her order’s Rule 
approved in Rome. Her 
crowning achievement was 
the founding of Xavier 
University in New Orleans, 
the first Catholic university in the United States for 
African Americans.                                                             
 At 77, Mother Drexel suffered a heart attack and 
was forced to retire. Apparently her life was over. But 
now came almost 20 years of quiet, intense prayer from 
a small room overlooking the sanctuary. Small 
notebooks and slips of paper record her various prayers, 
ceaseless aspirations, and meditations. She died at 96 
and was canonized in 2000. 

Reflection:  
Saints have always said the same thing: Pray, be 
humble, accept the cross, love and forgive. But it is good 
to hear these things in the American idiom from one 
who, for instance, had her ears pierced as a teenager, 
who resolved to have “no cake, no preserves,” who 
wore a watch, was interviewed by the press, traveled by 
train, and could concern herself with the proper size of 
pipe for a new mission. These are obvious reminders 
that holiness can be lived in today’s culture as well as in 
that of 
Jerusalem or 
Rome 

 

 

 

 

 

St. 
Katherine         
Drexel, oro 
pro nobis! 

  

          

pro nobis 
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What feast did Christ Himself ask for? 

  

When we celebrate this feast in June, we’re fulfilling 

Jesus’ own wish! 

When Christ appeared to St. Margaret Mary 

Alacoque to reveal the beauty of His Sacred 

Heart, He asked for something specifically: a 

feast dedicated to His Sacred Heart, to be 

celebrated on the Friday after the octave of 

Corpus Christi. 

The feast was granted to France and some other 

localities in the 1760s. Then, in 1856, Pope Pius 

IX established it as a universal feast, setting it on 

the Friday after the Corpus Christi octave, as 

Jesus had requested. The placement of the feast 

underscored the deep connection between the 

Eucharist and the Sacred Heart and highlighted 

the immeasurable love of Jesus manifested in the 

Sacrament. 

Pope Pius IX's actions were crucial in spreading 

devotion to the Sacred Heart throughout the 

Catholic 

world. 

In the two 

centuries 

between 

Christ’s 

request 

and Pope 

Pius IX’s 

decree, 

devotion 

to Christ’s 

Sacred Heart had spread significantly. However, 

without a universal feast, many of the faithful 

went without knowing that Christ deeply desired 

to bring the love of His Sacred Heart into their 

lives. By officially establishing the Feast of the 

Sacred Heart for the whole Church, Pope Pius IX 

ensured that the faithful would have a dedicated 

time each year to reflect on and celebrate the 

infinite love and mercy of Jesus. 

How beautiful it is that we get to live during a 

time when the Church honors the Sacred Heart 

not only through the celebration of the Feast of 

the Sacred Heart but also through the dedication 

of the entire month of June to the Sacred Heart 

of Jesus! 

What is the “Kitchen 
Madonna”? 
 
The lovely portrayal of Our Lady known as 
the Kitchen Madonna is a way to bring both peace 
and grace to a busy routine. 
 Wives and mothers give of themselves every 
day as they care for their families, cook, clean, 
encourage, support, and love. Our Lady, too, was a 
wife and mother, and as such she has a special and 
unique patronage for the women called to these 

roles. 
 
 The 
Kitchen 
Madonna 
shows Our 
Lady in her role 
as a housewife. 
In her hand she 
holds a simple 
broom, not 
merely 
signifying the 
cleanliness of 
rooms and 

floors, but also the spiritual cleanliness that Our 
Lady helps us to achieve and maintain. 
 Placing a Kitchen Madonna in your kitchen 
or another space in your home will remind you of 
Our Lady’s presence and assistance as you go about 
your daily tasks. This Madonna will also help you 
remember that every task, offered in a spirit of love 
and prayer, is a step along the path to holiness. 
Entrust your work to Our Lady and she will turn it 
into a continual channel of grace!    
 
Both articles reprinted from 
GetFed@catholiccopany.com  cf. articles on Harrison 
Butker on pp. 11-13. 

 

 

mailto:GetFed@catholiccopany.com
https://www.catholiccompany.com/kitchen-madonna-ivory-statue-i125268/
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 Good week to all our Knights of 
Columbus and ministers of care:          
 
This week we honor our veterans 

who have served to keep our 

country great. We honor the 

legacy, courage, and memory of 

those who have given their lives 

in service. We remember our 

loved ones who have transitioned and embrace them in 

the radiant light of love. Many of the homeless whom we 

serve in Desert Mission Food Bank, Mom's Pantry, and 

Civitan are veterans. Remember those who served as 

we plan our barbecue and summer vacations. 

IMPORTANT: Group One If you could e-mail number of 

items that were picked up they day of your assignment. I 

have been told by management that they no longer bake 

as many items bread, cookies, and muffins. We will have 

to reassess this location and route.  

 

“Bearing 
with one 

another and 

forgiving one 

another, if 

one has a 

grievance 

against 

another; as 

the Lord has 

forgiven you, 

so must you also do .”              

 --Colossians 3:13

IMPORTANT:  This Program been going on FOR TWELVE YEARS.                                                                                                            
That means we need some younger leadership for this program.                                                                                                                            
If you have interest, please let us know. The old cannot run this                                                                                                                   
program forever.                                                                                                     
Joke of the Week: The officer reminds me very much of a gyroscope.                                                                                                 

always spinning around at a frantic pace, but not really going anywhere.                                                                                      

Knights of Columbus Food for the Poor Project,                                                                                                                                           

Chairperson and Committee,                                                                                                                                                     

SK Santo Graziano St Bernadette cell:602-321-1673                                                                                                                                        

Larry Brainard, St Barnabas                                                                                                                   

Mike /Susan Dalton, St Joseph                                                                                          

Robert /Jackie Franciosi,  St Bernadette                                                                             

Craig Anderson, St Thomas More 

                                                                       

     
     

SK Santo Graziano 
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Which little-  

 

 
First, a trigger warning: This is not a 
smiley face message. 
If popularity is your goal, politics and 
religion are off limits. 
But the urgency of our predicament is 
worth taking a few shots. 
We need to talk about the Church and the 
country. Man to man. 
The Church should be like an older brother 
to America, a wise elder who guards and 
guides the young and innocent. 
But big bro has not only failed to protect 
little brother, but also he has contributed 
to his delinquency. 
The Church has flirted with evil since the 
garden of Eden, but in America in the past 
sixty years, the dirty dancing has really 
picked up steam. 
Little brother watches big bro and does 
what he does. 
And we’ve been party to it all, Rube.          
The tawdry details of evil and corruption in 
the Deep Church and the Deep State are 
eerily similar. They boil down to two 
fundamental problems: 
Prideful, lustful men in positions of power 
on one hand; and on the other, passive, 
cowardly men unwilling to challenge, 
correct, or remove them. 
 
 

  
  
  
  

 The first step toward restoration is the same 
for both Church and State. 
Repentance. 
And that means us, Rube. 
What do you mean, repent? 
I’m mad as hell about the Church and the 
country. I didn’t do those evil things. I didn’t 
do anything. 
Precisely. 
The Lord warns us of sin for sure, but also 
about what we fail to do. 
We’ve permitted the continued violation of 
God’s laws and morals. We failed to stop 
them by our complacency, intentional 
ignorance, selfishness, or laziness. 
As laymen in the Church and citizen-patriots 
of our country, we must first seek our Lord’s 
forgiveness and mercy for our role in the 
hijackings. 
It won’t be quick or easy, but if we each offer 
a hand, we might turn this thing around. 
One man at a time. 
Let’s roll. 
 

                                            
Brian Weber                                   

                                                  

                                                    Photo:  Matthew T. Wood 
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       Building the Domestic Church while 

 strengthening our Parish… 

 

 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Second Sunday of every month 
between September and May:                                    
$8.00, ages 5-13:  $6:00 
Family:  $20.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and 
Sausage!      

     

 Pancake Breakfasts will 
resume on                 

September 8th! 

 

  

  

 

Grotto on the campus of Mt. St. John, home of 
Marianist Brothers who study at the University 
of Dayton, Beavercreek, Ohio Photo: JWood UD 
'66 
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What special “gemstone” is 

found in the center of Our 

Lady of Fatima’s crown? 

  

40 years after its creation, the crown gained its 

final and greatest ornament. 

The Fatima crown has a rich and special history. 

It was crafted in 1942 by the Portuguese royalty’s 

own jewelers. Its materials were gifted from the 

jewelry boxes of women throughout Portugal in 

gratitude that their country was not involved in 

WWII.                                                                                   

The crown’s gold structure consists of a base 

topped with eight arches. The arches curve 

upward to meet each other, holding aloft an orb 

and a cross. Nearly 3,000 pearls and precious 

stones encrust base, arches, orb, and cross.              

One gem, 

however, far 

outranks all the 

diamonds, rubies, 

emeralds, and 

other stones. With 

dark grey coloring 

and a simple 

almond shape, 

this gem doesn’t 

look like much—because it’s not a gemstone at 

all.                                                                                                 

It’s the bullet that struck Pope St. John Paul II.  

One year after the attempt on his life—May 13th, 

1981—the saintly pope went to Fatima, Portugal 

bearing this bullet as a gift for the Blessed 

Mother.                                                                            

Uncertain what to do with this unique gift, the 

rector of the shrine went to the statue of Our 

Lady of Fatima and looked at her crown. At the 

top, where the eight arches met, was an empty 

space that just happened to be the exact 

circumference of the bullet.                                                

Reprinted from getfed@catholiccompany.com 

 

             

                                 Parishioner Melania Ong in Lourdes 
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                   Speak the Truth 

Swearing played a significant role in Jesus’ world, 

and that was true not only in Israel but 

throughout antiquity in general. Still, many 

ancient philosophers and wise persons said that 

swearing was unworthy, and there were naturally 

such voices also in Israel (cf., e.g., Sir 23:9-11), 

where, above all, there was a profound 

unwillingness to speak the name of God—and 

every oath brought God into the event. Therefore 

here, as in other cases, the word “God” was 

avoided. Instead people swore “by heaven” or “by 

earth” or “by the temple” . . . .                             

 Jesus rejects all these oath formulae, 

together with swearing itself, in the sharpest 

terms. For him, swearing blasphemes the name of 

God. It instrumentalizes God for earthly concerns 

when it would be fully adequate simply to speak 

the truth. Basically, this is about the Second 

Commandment:  human beings must not misuse 

the holy name of God for their own purposes 

(Exod 20:7; Deut 5:11).                                                

 But something else must also have been 

important to Jesus where the prohibition of 

swearing is concerned:  swearing presupposes a 

society in which one must constantly reckon with 

untruth, lies, and deliberate false statements. The 

individual is thus forced to create forms of speech 

for important cases, forms that signal that one is 

absolutely not lying. The state, in turn, has to 

institutionalize such forms and punish perjury. 

But the reign of God must proceed on different 

assumptions:  no longer that others might lie, but 

that they speak the truth.                                        

 What is presupposed here is not only a 

different image of society; it is also a different 

image of the human being. When living in the 

truth of the reign of God, a person can be utterly 

simple, straightforward, and truthful—and in that 

way also utterly sincere.  

Gerhard Lohfink, adapted from The Most Important Words 

of Jesus (Gerhard Lohfink  was professor of New Testament 

exegesis at the University of Tübingen. His many books 

include No Irrelevant Jesus and The Forty Parables of Jesus. 
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Priest. Soldier. POW. Medal of 

Honor Recipient. 

  

Have you heard of the exploits of Army Chaplain (Capt.) 

Emil Joseph Kapaun? 

Today in the United States, we honor the soldiers 
who died fighting for our freedom.                                  
 Chaplain Emil Joseph Kapaun is one of 
many soldiers who laid down their lives for us 
Americans. He did so while ministering to 
thousands of American GIs when he served as a 
Catholic priest for the Army during World War II 
and the Korean War.                                                                              
 Born April 20, 1916, on a farm in Kansas, 
Emil was ordained for the Diocese of Wichita in 
Kansas in 1940. In 1943, he was appointed auxiliary 
chaplain at the Herington Army Airfield in Kansas.                       
 The following year, Fr. Kapaun became a 
military chaplain at Camp Wheeler in Georgia, 
where he and another priest ministered to 19,000 
soldiers. He was then sent to India and would 
sometimes travel nearly 2,000 miles to reach 
soldiers and local missions across the Burma 
Theater. He was promoted to the rank of Captain in 
January 1946.                                                                         
 He quickly earned a reputation for being a 
fearless soldier who risked his life to minister to the 
men fighting on the front lines.                                                                                  
 Fr. Kapaun also served in the Korean War in 
the 1950s. As a chaplain in the 8th Cavalry 
Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, he poured heart, 
soul, and strength into caring for the spiritual, 
mental, and physical welfare of his fellow soldiers.                                    
 While in Korea, he was honored for rescuing 
the wounded and administering Last Rites to the 
dying. He offered the Holy Mass, performed 
baptisms, heard confessions, and gave Holy 
Communion. In his letters to family and friends, Fr. 
Kapaun expressed conviction that everyone’s 
prayers helped him survive.    At one time, Kapaun 
and his assistant learned of a wounded soldier 
stranded in the middle of enemy fire. They 
immediately went out to rescue him and saved 
the soldier’s life. This courageous act earned Fr. 
Kapaun the Bronze Star Medal: “With total 
disregard for personal safety, Chaplain Kapaun 
and his companion went after the wounded 
man...The entire route to the wounded soldier 
was under intense enemy machine gun and small 
arms fire. However, Chaplain Kapaun successfully 

evacuated 
the soldier” 
(Bronze Star 
Award 
description).                                                                    
When the 
Chinese 
People’s 
Volunteer 
Army 
invaded at 
the Battle of 

Unsan, Fr. Kapaun 
braved enemy 
gunfire again and rescued nearly forty soldiers—for 
which he received the Medal of Honor in 2012, over 
sixty years after his death. The Chinese then 
captured him (he had a chance to escape and did 
not take it, preferring to stay with his men) and 
several other American soldiers, sending them to a 
prisoner of war camp. Although many died each 
day from disease, malnutrition, and horrific 
conditions, Fr. Kapaun refused to despair. He 
continued to minister to the POWs, shared his food 
with them, and gave them the will to live and 
persevere.                                                                        
 While in the POW camp, Fr. Kapaun 
contracted pneumonia and developed a blood clot 
in one of his legs. He grew weaker daily, but still 
held a forbidden service on Easter Sunday in 1951 
in defiance of the Communist captors.                                                  
 Chaplain Emil Joseph Kapaun died on May 
23, 1951, one of twelve American chaplains to die in 
Korea. Pope St. John Paul II named him a Servant 
of God in 1993, the first step in the process of 
canonization.   
 
Fr. Emil Kapaun, pray for us! 
Reprinted  from getfed@catholiccompany.com   May 27, 2024

 

 

 

 

 

         Fr. Emil Kapaun 

mailto:getfed@catholiccompany.com
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Harrison Butker is Right:  

Abortion is Bad, Traditional 

Families are Good 

                 
Opinion  |  Bill Donohue  |   May 16, 2024   |   Washington, DC

 A heralded Catholic football player defends 
traditional moral values at a Catholic college—how 
novel—and within no time he’s being bashed all 
over the place. Had he endorsed transgenderism, or 
Hamas, he would now be praised to high heaven. 
  The man is Harrison Butker, the 
phenomenal kicker for the Kansas City Chiefs.
 Butker is not in the news for his athletic 
heroics but because he gave a commencement 
address at Benedictine College in Kansas on May 11 
that espoused traditional Catholic values. He has 
been criticized by the NFL, slammed on social 
media and is the subject of a change.org petition (it 
claims to have 100,000 signatures).                                      

 The attack has three targets: Butker, 
Benedictine College and Catholicism. Make no 
mistake, the war on Butker is driven by anti-
Catholicism.                                                                           
 Butker has been condemned for his remarks 
about women, abortion, President Biden, Gay Pride 
Month, gender ideology, and the emasculation of 
men. Those who signed the petition don’t want to 
debate his remarks—they want him fired. “We call 
upon the Kansas City Chiefs management to 
dismiss Harrison Butker immediately for his 
inappropriate conduct.”                                                   
 Spoken like true fascists. Moreover, they are 
plain dumb: they don’t know the difference 
between speech and conduct.    

 Butker spoke positively about moms who 

elect to work at home taking care of their children. 
 “I think it is you, the women, who have had 
the most diabolical lies told to you…Some of you 
may go on to lead successful careers in the world. 
But I would venture to guess that the majority of 
you are most excited about your marriage and the 
children you will bring into this world.                            
  “I can tell you that my beautiful wife 
Isabelle would be the first to say that her life truly 
started when she began living her vocation as a wife 
and a mother. I’m on this stage, and able to be the 
man I am, because I have a wife who leans into her 
vocation as a wife and as a mother.”                                       
 He ended this part of his speech noting how 
blessed he is to have a wife who embraces “one of 
the most important titles of all: homemaker.”            
 For this, Butker has been accused of 
wanting to put women back in “the kitchen.” Mike 
Freeman at USA Today was apoplectic, saying, 
“Her vocation? Really? Did I slip and fall into a 
time machine and travel back to the 1950s?”                      
 In fact, Butker actually speaks for most 
moms.                                                                                                    
 In a Gallup poll released in 2019, 50 percent 
of women with children under age 18 said they 
would prefer to stay at home; 45 percent disagreed. 
To those on the left, this is bad news. The French 
feminist, Simone de Beauvoir, spoke for many 
when she said, “Women should not have that choice 
[of staying at home to raise their children], 
precisely because if there is such a choice, too many 
women will make that one.” So much for being 
“pro-choice.”                                                                        
  “Things like abortion, IVF, surrogacy, 
euthanasia as well as a growing support for 
degenerate cultural values and media all stem from 
the pervasiveness of disorder.” Well said. But to 
those who like abortion, this is grounds to fire him. 
 Butker referenced Biden when he took him 
to task for making the sign of the cross during a 
pro-abortion rally. Good for Butker. He was also 
right to call attention to the “deadly sins” associated 
with Pride month. His reference to “dangerous 
gender ideologies” was understated—we are dealing 
with a child abuse crisis.                                                             
 To say that we need to fight against “the 
emasculation of men” is good advice. The 
feminization of society is not a good omen. For this 
we can thank the schools, the media and the 
entertainment industry.                                                   
 “These are the sorts of things we are told in 
polite society to not bring up.” Butker nailed it 
again. His courage and his commitment to 
Catholicism is laudatory.                                                       
 Regarding the latter, it is risible to read 

https://www.lifenews.com/category/editorials/
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Toriano Porter’s column in the Kansas City 
Star ripping Butker’s sincerely held beliefs and 
then conclude that although he doesn’t “know much 
about Catholicism,” his stinging remarks are “not 
an attack on religion—not even close.” The reason 
he felt obliged to make this defensive quip is 

precisely because he knows how guilty he is.      
 The Associated Press (AP) let the cat out of 
the bag altogether.                                                         
 It unleashed a string of red flags about 
Benedictine College being “part of a constellation of 
conservative Catholic colleges that tout their 
adherence to church teachings and practice—part of 
a larger conservative movement in parts of the U.S. 
Catholic Church.” This comes on the heels of an AP 
story sounding the alarms about the growth of 
orthodox Catholicism.                                           
 AP’s idea of a good Catholic college is 
Georgetown—it has two pro-abortion clubs on 
campus and has a segregated graduation ceremony 
for transgender students.                                                    
                                                                                
LifeNews Note: Bill Donohue is the president of the Catholic 
League for Religious and Civil Rights.                        
Reprinted from LifeNews.com, May 16, 2024                                 

Kansas City Chiefs QB Patrick 

Mahomes Defends Harrison Butker: 

“He’s a Good Person” 

 

National  |  Steven Ertelt  |  May 22, 202   |  Washington, DC 

During an interview today, Kansas City Chiefs QB 

Patrick Mahomes defended pro-life and pro-family 

comments made by kicker Harrison Butker.                                                      
 Mahomes’ comments came during a press 

interview where Coach Andy Reid also defended Butker.                                                              

 “I’ve known [Harrison] for seven years and I 

judge him by the character that he shows every single 

day. And that that’s a good person,” he said.                                                                       

 “That’s someone who cares about the people 

around him, cares about his family, and wants to make a 

good impact in society,” Mahomes added.                                                        

 During his interview, Reid said he had no reason 

to have a special talk with Butker about the remarks.                                               

 Listen, I talk to Harrison all the time …                                       

I didn’t talk to him about this. I didn’t think we needed to. 

We’re a microcosm of life here. Everybody’s from 

different areas, different religions, different races and so 

we all get along. We all respect each other’s opinions 

and not necessarily do we go by those but we respect 

everybody to have a voice. That’s the good thing about 

America and, like I said, we’re a microcosm of that. My 

wish is that everybody could follow that.                                                         

 Reid also said no female email employees of the 

Chiefs have come to him with concerns about Butker.                                              

 That hasn’t happened. I don’t think he’s 

speaking ill to women, but he has his opinions and we all 

respect that. I let you guys in this room and you have a 

lot of opinions that I don’t like, so…                                                                        

 Reid also confirmed that Butker’s remarks are 

not a distraction.                                                                     

 The guys are good with that. They understand. 

They understand how things work and everybody’s got 

their own opinion. That’s what’s so great about this 

country. You can share those things and you work 

through it. That’s what guys do.                                                   

 After coming under fire from football fans from 

across the country, NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell 

today walked back the league’s criticism of pro-life 

football player Harrison Butker.                                                    

 As LifeNews previously reported, the NFL 

condemned the commencement speech Butker gave in 

which he called out Joe Biden for supporting the 

“murder” of unborn babies in abortions and defended 

motherhood.                                                                 

 “Listen, we have over 3,000 players,” Goodell 

said today. “They have diversity of opinions and 

thoughts just like America does.”   “I think that’s 

something we treasure. That’s part of what ultimately 

makes us as a society better. We’re not going to go 

much beyond the statement we made last week,” he 

added.                                                                 

 Previously, NFL senior vice president Jonathan 

Beane addressed the commencement speech by 

Kansas City Chiefs’ player Harrison Butker as follows: 

“Harrison Butker gave a speech in his personal capacity. 

His views are not those of the NFL as an organization. 

The NFL is steadfast in our commitment to inclusion, 

which only makes our league stronger.”                                

 Butker, a three-time Super Bowl-winning kicker 

for the Kansas City Chiefs, slammed Joe Biden during a 

commencement speech at Benedictine College recently 

that has gone viral on social media.                                                          

 Butker and the college are both Catholic and the 

https://www.catholicleague.org/
https://www.catholicleague.org/
https://www.lifenews.com/category/national/
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NFL player ripped Biden for being a hypocrite – claiming 

to be Catholic while ignoring the pro-life teachings of the 

Catholic Church.                                                                        

 The Chiefs player said, “Our own nation is led by 

a man who proudly proclaims his Catholic faith, but at 

the same time is delusional enough to make the Sign of 

The Cross during a pro-abortion rally.”                                                           

 “He has been so vocal in his support for the 

murder of innocent babies that I’m sure to many people 

it appears you can be both Catholic and pro-choice,” 

Butker added.                                                                                   

 In his remarks, Butker also urged the Christian 

church to stand up stronger for Christian values.                                                            

 “We need to stop pretending that the church of 

nice is a winning proposition,” Butker said. “…We must 

always speak and act in charity. But never mistake 

charity for cowardice.”   He continued: “The world 

around us says that we should keep our beliefs to 

ourselves whenever they go against the tyranny of 

diversity, equity and inclusion. We fear speaking truth, 

because now, unfortunately, truth is in the minority.”           

                                                                         
Reprinted from LifeNews.com. May 22,2024  

What's a giant, miracle-

working basilica doing on a 

tiny, 25-square-mile island? 

  

What do you do when a voice commands you to 

pray? 
                                                                                           

 The tiny chapel housed within the giant 

basilica of Ta’ Pinu on the diminutive island of 

Gozo, near Malta, was built in the late 16th 

century. Filipo Gauci—called “Pinu”—paid for its 

construction and commissioned a painting of the 

Blessed Mother’s Assumption to be placed above 

the altar. For two hundred years, the chapel was 

simply a wayside shrine, quietly inviting passing 

farmhands to pause within and pray.,                                    

 On a June morning in 1883, however, the 

chapel’s reputation was forever changed.   
 

According to accounts, a farmhand named 

Carmela Grima was passing by—all alone—when 

she heard an inexplicable voice urging her to 

enter the chapel. Carmela quickly obeyed and 

then heard the voice again, this time bidding her 

to pray three Hail Marys in honor of the three 

days the Blessed Mother spent in her tomb. 

Carmela then knew that it was the Blessed 

Mother herself who had spoken, and she fell on 

her knees and prayed.                                                               

 This manifestation of the Blessed 

Mother’s presence in the tiny chapel was followed 

by miraculous healings. Soon, not only the people 

of Gozo, but pilgrims from Malta and countries 

across the Mediterranean Sea hurried to Ta’ Pinu 

with their prayers, worries, and sorrows.           

 Before long, it was evident that such a 

small shrine could not sustain the number of 

pilgrims, so ground was broken for the massive 

church which stands over Ta’ Pinu today. Its 

construction was finished in 1931 and it was 

elevated to the status of a basilica a year later. 

Throughout various apparitions to saints across 

the centuries, the theme of Our Blessed Mother’s 

message is always consistent: pray. Pray every 

day. Pray every spare moment.                                                                            

Reprinted from  GetFed@CatholicCompany.com.  5.7.24  
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Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2023-2024 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        SK Jefferson Pinto       480-299-9053                            CUF Degree Team                                                               

Chaplain                Fr. Don Kline                480-905-0221                             Blood Drive           Dennis Logue              603-667-3957                            

D. Grand Knight   SK Robert Mastro        303-880-0536                             Oktoberfest          SK Jerry Wood             602-568-2779        

Chancellor            Vacant                                                                                 Faith Director:     SK Jon Walker              602-741-6136                                       

Financial Sec.       SK Daniel  Conway        480-686-9256                            Community Director: Dennis Logue                                

Treasurer              SK Gene Arvizu             480-776-4794                            Life Director: SK Don Tellis                                                                                                                             

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460                              Family Director   SK Santo Graziano                

Advocate               SK Michael Dill            760-213-3737                               Food for the Poor SK Santo Graziano     602-321-1673 

Warden                 SK Vinnie Cefalu            602-350-9106                            Tootsie Roll Drive  SK Vinnie Cefalu      602-350-9106                                                                                                            

Outside Guard      Justin Navarre              248-806-0769                             Free Throw Contest   Dennis Logue     603-667-3957-                                                                                                

Inside Guard         Tim Olinski                    602-568-0982                            Retention Chairman: SK Jon Walker                   

3yr Trustee           Dennis Logue                603-667-3957                            Fr. Pete Memorial Golf  Tournament:  Carlo Santos          

2yr Trustee            SK Michael Smalley     480-473-8159                                  and Andrew Zappia                                  

1yr Trustee            SK Jerry Wood              602-568-2779                            Editor:  SK Jerry Wood    

                  

                        

 

                                                                                           Good of the Order Prayer List – May 2024 
Brian Abernathy “Bear” Mahan Lou & Maggie Moon Bash Stipha Susan Wood 
Jan Arcardo Patricia Greifme SK Duane Moore Preston Stotz Erwin Bühlmaier 

Carlos Ayala Rachel Harford Al & Judy Mozingo SK Wes Casaus Robbie Slayton 

SK John Benson Jerry Hindermann Abigale Munks Isaac Williamson SK Peter Noll 

Theodore Billings Peg Kline SK Tom Munks Irene Wilson Wes Casaus 

Richard Bogen Brian Jacobson Beverly Ann Neely Christopher Campbell Jan Shane 

Michelle Capone Ed Jones Francesca Norante Lynn Zimmerman Ron & Margie Ostash 

David Carlisi Roxanne Jordan Gary Norton Lorraine Hughes ꝉ Matt Schutz 

Mary Caroline Michael J. Kerwin Tim Olinski Brothers, please join us as we pray for 

these Knights and their Families.  
All of our Clergy 

Jess Connlly Ray Klodt Junior Ortega 
Joyce Conway Kasia Kolano Christine Pate 

Carrie & Tony Cefalu Jon Kroning Isabelle Pate  Fr. Don Kline                            Dcn. Al Homiski                                              
Fr. Andrzej Boroch          Dcn. Frank Nevarez                                           
Fr. Doug Spina              Dcn. Peter Auriemma 

  

Von Clark ꝉ & Nancy  Jim Kusbel Kelly Patterson 

Joan Daly SK Brian Light Betsy Pirrone 

William Davis Joey Marino SK Steve Pirrone 

Barbara Day Harvey Martin Loretta Rizzo 

Bill Day SK John Martin Willie Rodriguez Sr. 

Frances Decordovan Carlos Martinez & family Miguel Angel Samaniego We pray for the good health of all Knights 
& their families and our own Knights who 
find the strength and the will to keep 
coming out to do God’s will, and for the 
safety and good health of all our military, 
police, fire fighters, and all first responders. 
Lord, protect our Supreme Court Justices 
and all Crisis Pregnancy Centers. 

Marie Howard Don Baker Mike Statz 

Lupe DeGroodt SK Brian Mastro Lynn Sell 
Magdalena Dinan Diane McMahon Michael Shane 

Jay Hana Bill & Marilyn McGahan Jack Smalley 
Lynn Evans Kaye & Richard Minchey SK Michael Smalley 

SK Ric Fichera Anthony Arccado Lorene Solomon 
Gary Gibby Robert Moes Billy Spanko 
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Brothers: 

You’ve seen their pictures on 
page 2 of this edition. Here are 
their names once again. 
Consider adding your name to 
the list of distinguished officers 
who have gone on to serve as 
equally distinguished Grand 
Knights of the Council. The 
election will take place at the 
June 12

th
 Council business 

meeting. There is no candidate 
for the office of Chancellor! 

Consider this office! 

The following pages contain the 
roles and responsibilities of 
Council Officers and Directors.  
Check them out. And thanks to 
SK Martin Perez, PGK, FN, DD 

for providing this information. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Brüderlich,  

JTW 

  

   

 

St. Bernadette 

Council 12164 

16245 N. 60th Street   

Scottsdale, AZ 

85254  

Phone: 

(480) 905-0221 

Fax:(480)905-0249 

 

Le Chevalier 

 

We’re on the Web!                      

See us at: 

www.kofc12164.org  

 

 

Officers’ Election is on June 12, 2024  
Below is the slate that your Council Trustees have put 

together. If you are interested in running for an office, 

please contact Dennis Logue, SK Mike Smalley, or SK 

Jerry Wood ASAP. We will gladly add your name. 

Chaplain:  Fr. Don Kline  (appointed, not contested)         

Grand Knight: SK Jeff Pinto                                               

Deputy Grand Knight: SK Robert Mastro                           

Chancellor:  vacant        

Warden:  SK Vinnie Cefalu                                                

Recorder:  SK Frank Scarpone                                          

Treasurer:   Justin Navarre                                                                    

Advocate:  SK Michael Dill                                                    

Financial Secretary:  SK Daniel Conway (appointed)                                   

Outside Guard:  SK Trent Hammer                                                

Inside Guard:  Tim Olinski                                                          

Trustee 3 year:  Dennis Logue (appointed)                                          

Trustee 2 year:   SK Michael Smalley (appointed)                                           

Trustee 1 year: SK Jerry Wood (appointed)                

 

 My Dear Brothers: Yes, it’s 

that time of year again:  the election of officers for the 

next Fraternal Year, which begins on July 1, 2024. The 

list shown above is the current roster of officer 

candidates. The list is not closed; if you feel the urge to 

serve your council as an officer, please submit your 

name for the office in which you’d like to serve. This 

note is a brazen request for volunteers to stand for 

office. I would like to encourage some of our newer, 

younger council members to enter the leadership of our 

Council 12164.   

                                                 

JTW                   

  St. Bernadette,                                        
ora pro nobis! 

http://www.kofc12164.com/
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UNDERSTANDING 

COUNCIL OFFICER 

ROLES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

Each year your council elects and appoints new men 

to take on leadership roles within your council. 
Sometimes these roles are well-defined while other 
times the role may be expanded based on that 
individuals talents or interests. The following text 

offers an approach that may be helpful for new 
councils in appointing the first set of officers or for 
existing councils looking to expand the responsibilities 
of their existing officers. 

Elected Positions 

Grand Knight - The grand knight is the council's chief 
executive officer. He is responsible for setting council 
goals and ensuring that all officers fulfill their duties in 
reaching these objectives. He presides over all 
meetings; appoints program and committee directors 
as needed; fills officer roles in the event of vacancies; 
countersigns checks and orders for payment; and 
oversees the council’s degree team. Ideally, the grand 
knight should be a junior so that as a senior he can 
serve as a mentor for the next grand knight. The 
grand knight must complete the Safe Environment 
training. 

Deputy Grand Knight - The deputy grand knight 
serves as the grand knight's right-hand man and fills 

in for the grand knight when he is not present. Some 
deputy grand knights serve as their council's program 
director. Ultimately, he assists the grand knight in 
leading the council and reaching council objectives. In 

some councils, the deputy grand knight role might be 
used to groom a possible grand knight candidate for 
the following year. Finally, the deputy grand knight 
may serve as a liaison between the council and other 

groups that share similar interest (i.e. Newman Club, 
pro-life club, etc.). 

Chancellor - The chancellor assists both the grand 
and deputy grand knights in the leading of the council 
by engaging and strengthening the council's 
membership. His primary responsibilities include 
recruiting and retaining members and to this end he 

should set up events that display the values and 
principles of the Knights of Columbus. The chancellor 
should participate in the council's degree team and 
should serve on both the Admission and Retention 
committees.  

Treasurer – The treasurer is responsible for managing 
the council funds, whether in bank or school 
accounts. He receives money from the financial 
secretary and deposits funds into council accounts. 
He is also responsible for paying all council expenses. 
He also balances and verifies the ledger and keeps 
the updated budget approved by the council. 

Advocate - The advocate acts as council 
parliamentarian. He should be knowledgeable 
in Robert's Rules of Order and Methods of 
Conducting a Council Meeting (#1937). He may 

seek legal assistance from the state advocate, should 
issues arise. The advocate should be able to take on 

additional responsibilities as the council deems 
necessary. 

Recorder - The recorder has the responsibility of 

recording all meetings and events held by the council. 
He should record minutes, conversations and other 
information helpful to the council and prepare them to 
be distributed to the membership in a timely manner. 
Additionally, he should help with council event 
notifications, council meeting reminders, and assist 
with council social media responsibilities. 

Warden - The warden is responsible for the property 

owned by the council. He is also in charge of setting 
up meetings and leads both the inside and outside 
guards. Many college councils utilize the warden and 
guards as custodians of the campus ministry property 
which may include raking leaves, shoveling snow and 
assisting with interior maintenance. 

Inside/Outside Guards - The inside and outside 
guards carry out tasks given to them by the grand 

knight and follow the warden's orders. They are 
responsible for checking membership cards and 
allowing entrance to meetings. Councils should 
consider appointing additional inside and outside 

guards, especially among promising freshmen, as this 
provides early leadership opportunities. 

Trustees (3) - The trustees advise the grand knight, 
supervise the council's financial matters, and conduct 
the semiannual audits. Usually the immediate past 
grand knight will serve as a trustee. Some college 
councils utilize alumni members and/or university 
faculty members as the other two trustees to provide 
additional oversight and support. 

Appointed Positions 

Chaplain - The chaplain is the spiritual leader of the 
council. He nurtures the faith in council members 
particularly through the sacraments but also through 
spiritual direction, retreats and other events and 

https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/service/council/method-conducting-council-meetings10318.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/service/council/method-conducting-council-meetings10318.pdf
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support. The grand knight should meet regularly with 
the council chaplain to see how the council can best 
support the Catholic community on campus. 

Financial Secretary - The financial secretary is 

chosen by the trustees and the officers of the council 
for a three-year term and approved by the supreme 
knight. He provides continuity in the council and has 
the responsibility of collecting dues as well as 
ensuring that the council's financial recordings are 

kept up to date. Additionally, he ensures that 
membership records are current, issues membership 
cards, files regular reports to the district, regional, 
state and supreme offices and submits the annual 

990 to the IRS. The financial secretary cannot be an 
undergraduate student, but ideally should be a 
member of the campus faculty or staff. If no one from 
the campus community can serve in this role, it 

should be an adult member of the neighboring 
community. 

Lecturer - The lecturer provides brief spiritual 
discourses and reflections during business meetings 
for the “Good of the Order”. If the lecturer cannot be 
present, he should appoint a council member to give 
the reflection for him. 

Program Director - The program director is appointed 
by the grand knight and oversees the Faith in Action 
areas of Faith, Family, Community and Life. In some 
councils this may be the duty of the deputy grand 
knight. The program director ensures that all his 
subordinate committees meet regularly and plan 
appropriate events. He communicates individual 
committee reports to the grand knight. Keeps 
accurate record of council programs for reporting on 
the Annual Survey of Fraternal 
Activity (#1728) and the Columbian Award 
Application (#SP-7). Must complete required Safe 
Environment training. 

Faith Director - The faith director is appointed by the 
grand knight and reports to the program director. 
Responsible for all faith-based council programs. He 

should develop relationships with other catholic 
student center ministries to advance the needs of the 
whole campus ministry community at the pastor’s 
direction. 

Family Director - The family director is appointed by 
the grand knight and reports to the program director. 
Responsible for all family-based council programs. 

Knowing that most college knights do not have 
families of their own, the Supreme Council offers 5 
college-specific family programs. Must complete 
required Safe Environment training and background 
check. 

Community Director - The community director is 
appointed by the grand knight and reports to the 
program director. Responsible for all community-
based council programs. He directs programs that 
support and encourage service to the community that 
fight poverty, aid the individual, promote athletic 
events, and sponsor larger programs and campaigns. 
He should be comfortable contacting and coordinating 
with organizations that align in key areas of 
community assistance. Must complete required Safe 
Environment training and background check. 

Life Director - The life director is appointed by the 
grand knight and reports to the program director. 

Responsible for all life-based council programs. The 
individual appointed to this position should be 
comfortable discussing and planning efforts within the 
context of supporting and affirming life in all stages 

and in all conditions. Notably, he strives to promote 
programs that support and encourage the 
advancement of the pro-life movement, people with 
intellectual disabilities, and persecuted Christians. 

Membership Director - The membership director 
serves as the head of the Admission Committee and 
works to grow the council's membership through new 
and transfer members. He should actively identify 
potential recruits, plan recruitment programs, host 
informational meetings and encourage council 
members to seek candidates. In addition, the 
membership director should ensure that a council has 

access to frequent degree exemplifications (whether 
its own or local councils) and should work that each 
member reaches at least the third degree in a timely 
manner. 

Retention Chairman - The retention chairman works 
to keep the council's members active. implements 
programs and practices that provide mentors for new 
members and regularly communicates with the 

members to encourage their participation. When 
students graduate, the retention chairman helps them 
transfer to a council in their area. At times when a 
council wishes to suspend members, they must have 
the retention chairman reach out to members and ask 
them to keep their membership or to transfer to 
another council.  

Other Council Positions 

These are positions that are not required by or 
reported to the Supreme Council, however, many 

college councils have had found success by utilizing 
these roles. In many cases, these roles may be filled 
by council officers who have these responsibilities in 
addition to their other duties. 

https://www.kofc.org/en/forms/council/fraternal_survey1728_p.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/forms/council/fraternal_survey1728_p.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/forms/council/columbian_awardap_p.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/forms/council/columbian_awardap_p.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/get-involved/college-councils/programs/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/get-involved/college-councils/programs/index.html
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Campus Ministry Liaison - To communicate and 
collaborate with other Catholic groups and ministries 
on campus, the council should have a liaison to 
campus ministry staff, student advisory board and 
specific groups (such as the Pro-Life Club). The 
deputy grand knight can be a good fit for this role. 

Social Media Chairman - The social media chairman 
is responsible for overseeing the council's social 
media accounts and making sure fresh content is 

posted on a regular basis. At minimum, at least two 
council members should have access to these 
accounts, ideally at least the recorder and grand 
knight. 

Alumni Relations Chairman - Maintaining healthy 
relationships with alumni members helps the council 
utilize these relationships for mentorship and financial 

assistance. The alumni relations chairman should 
communicate regularly with alumni and plan at least 
one or two alumni/council events per year, usually in 
conjunction with homecoming or other campus alumni      
events. 

  

,  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arrange to spend an hour with Jesus in St. 
Bernadette’s beautiful Adoration Chapel. You may 
get a card for entry in the Parish Office, or you may 
sign up for a regular time and become a perpetual 
adorer. You would acquire your own card if you sign 

up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 St. Michael, protect us! 

Relics of Saints in the Adoration Chapel. 

Hey! Knights! 

We need your 

HELP! Officers! 

Program 

volunteers! 


