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:KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

Le Chevalier

Grand
Knight’s
Message

WGK Jefferson Pinto

Brother
Knights:
When
Apple was a small
personal computer
company, Steve Jobs was
recruiting John Scully
from Pepsi, known for his
marketing talent. The
discussions were
dragging on. John was
an executive with a good
thing going. Steve was
growing impatient with
the negotiations and
needed to understand
what motivated John.
When Steve reached his
limit, he confronted John
and the conversation
went something like this:

Steve said,

"Do you want to sell
sugared water for the rest
of your life? Or do you
want to come with me
and change the world?"

John replied, “When can I start?”

John Scully could have easily stayed on
his safe and comfortable “path,” but he yearned
for personal fulfillment that his existing
position didn’t offer.

Although not one of the seven deadly
sins, complacency is a slow, quiet, and subtle
“disease.”

Sometimes when the world changes in
unexpected ways, we miss the call to get out of
our comfort zone.

The Knights don’t promise fortune and
fame. It’s exactly the opposite.

Unlike a portable heater, doing God’s work
“warms you” from the inside.

Are you in a comfort/complacency
“rut”? Come spend some time with us; we can
help with that. Consider this a call to help get
you out of your “zone.”

Vivat Jesus!
GK Jeff

P.S. Call me if you have concerns, questions, or
just want to talk.

(480)299-9053
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No picture
available; tune in
next month for
Carlos’ picture.

WGK Gene and Karla Arvizu Carlos Santos

Family of the Month Knight of the Month

November 2023 November 2023

Hapyy Birthoay!

December 2023

Robert S. Cordaro 12/9
Arthur A. DeMarco 12/10
Kerry J. Dillon 12/27
Laurent Francois  12/25
Scott A. Heritage  12/1
Dr. John C. Oertle 12/15
Roberto Pastrana 12/7
Frederick M.Stanek 12/21
Don Tellis 12/18
Jon Westervelt 12/20

fave a
s s blessed holiday!

Jw ZWANI Com)

If you know of changes for the

birthday list, please notify me. If
you wish to honor someone with a
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Saint of the Month

St. Thomas of Canterbury
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St. Thomas Becket’s Story
(December 21, 1118 — December 29, 1170)

A strong man who wavered for a moment, but
then learned one cannot come to terms with
evil, and so became a strong churchman, a
martyr, and a saint—that was Thomas Becket,
archbishop of Canterbury, murdered in his
cathedral on December 29, 1170.

His career had been a stormy one. While
archdeacon of Canterbury, he was made
chancellor of England at the age of 36 by his
friend King Henry II. When Henry felt it
advantageous to make his chancellor the
archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas gave him
fair warning: he might not accept all of Henry’s
intrusions into Church affairs. Nevertheless, in
1162 he was made archbishop, resigned his
chancellorship, and reformed his whole way of
life!

Troubles began. Henry insisted upon usurping
Church rights. At one time, supposing some
conciliatory action possible, Thomas came
close to compromise. He momentarily
approved the Constitutions of Clarendon,
which would have denied the clergy the right of
trial by a Church court and prevented them
from making direct appeal to Rome. But
Thomas rejected the Constitutions, fled to
France for safety, and remained in exile for
seven years. When he returned to England he
suspected it would mean certain death.
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Because Thomas refused to remit censures he
had placed upon bishops favored by the king,
Henry cried out in a rage, “Will no one rid me
of this troublesome priest!” Four knights,
taking his words as his wish, slew Thomas in
the Canterbury N =~z

cathedral. R, 7,

Thomas Becket
remains a hero-
saint down to
our own times.

Editor’s note:

According to

in his book,
Thomas of London St. Thomas of
Before His Canterbury, oro

Consecration, Thomas
never called himself
“Becket.” Surnames
were not necessarily hereditary in the Twelfth
Century. He called himself Thomas of London,
Thomas the Archdeacon, the Chancellor, the
Archbishop, and finally, he was canonized
Saint Thomas of Canterbury. Thomas & Becket
was not used until after the Reformation. The
a Becket is a barbarism, which has no
contemporary or early authority whatever. jtw

pro nobis.

Relection

No one becomes a saint without struggle, especially
with himself. Thomas knew he must stand firm in
defense of truth and right, even at the cost of his
life. We also must take a stand in the face of
pressures—against dishonesty, deceit, destruction
of life—at the cost of popularity, convenience,
promotion
and even
greater
goods.

Photo: Debbie Wood
St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Food for the Poor Project

Good week to all our ministers
and friends of our program,

Today we open ourselves to
the goodness that we have.
We notice the smile of a
stranger or the fragrance of a
flower. We marvel at the
miracle of our body in all the
things that we can do. One
little thing in our heart, that connection with our
dear ones at St Vincent De Paul Chris Becker
House and Mom's Pantry. We feel joyous when we
take in the vibrant colors of a sunrise and gaze at
the immensity of the stars in the night. We are
blessed in helping less fortunate in Phoenix. Have
a good week.

SK Santo Graziano

IMPORTANT: Please keep in your prayers all the
volunteers over the past ten plus years who are
now unable to help us for health reasons or have
passed away.

Joke of the Week: All you knead is love.

Knights Of Columbus Food For The Poor Project
Chairperson and Committee,

SK Santo Graziano, Chairperson, St Bernadette
SK Robert /Jackie Francisco, St Bernadette
Larry Brainard, St Barnabas
Mike/Susan Dalton, St Joseph

SK Craig Anderson, St. Thomas More

Lead,
they’ll
follow.

Discover your mission.
Become a Knight. kofc.org
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Above is a picture of one pickup of bread and pastries in the Knights
of Columbus Food for the Poor Project. Maybe you'd like to be a part
of that program. Contact SK Santo (contact info left center column).
The picture shows what an impact you can make as a volunteer.
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10t my petitions,
but in pour mercy hear and answer
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Monthly Pancake Breakfast

Second Sunday of every month
between September and May
$8.00; ages 5-13: $6.00;
Family: $20.00

Building the Domestic Church

Join us in the Parish Hall! while strengthening our Parish.
Pancakes, Sscramblc:d Eggs, and “%I]oeher orinks tI)e water 3
Aausage. . ) g
Eniov Panc akis with the shall give will never thivst; the
oy Panca
e Kniohts! water J shall give will become in
ghts’ him a spring of water welling up to
2 etern ae &ﬁe,”
--John 4:14

The Divine Mercy Statue by
parishioner Carlos Ayala. It is
located in the soon-to-be Divine
Mercy Chapel, available to all
Adoration Chapel adorers. Itis
located in the former chapel
located in the Parish Hall.

Grotto on the Camps of Mt. St. John,
Bergamo Center, Beavercreek, Ohio Photo:
JWood, UD '66

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Chosen for The Chosen

Have you ever felt something lightly tugging at
you? Perhaps it's just an occasional passing
thought or a comment from a friend? That was
my experience with The Chosen.

I first saw mention of a show about Jesus on
a rare glance at my Facebook page. I don't
remember mention of investors or early episodes
coming out; however, I was onboard watching it as
soon as it was available. But, good intentions are
just that sometimes. Life got in my way.

About the time the show was going into
episode 5 of Season 1, my husband and I decided to
“binge Jesus” (before knowing it was a Chosenism)
while on vacation. Right away we could see it was
different than faith-based shows of the past in
terms of the acting, cinematography, and early
storyline, but we didn't expect the ending of that
episode or what was to come.

A simple gesture of Jesus' hand on Mary's,
and, “that's not for you” unexpectedly began a
stirring of emotions. “Mary of Magdala...I have
called you by name. You are mine” began a flood of
tears. As a Christian for over 40 years, I knew I was
one of God's children, but not specifically called by
name nor as if I was His only child.

Mary's redemption, Nicodemus' wonder,
Jesus at Shabat, and Jesus crying out to His Father
to speak through Him were so powerful to me. Who
was this Jesus?

In Episode 4, Simon hits rock bottom when
every effort to control his situation with the
Romans on his own fails. Enter Jesus again—no
judgement, no criticism, just a tender gesture that
changed Simon's life. I couldn't relate to his tactics,
but definitely his desire for control and defeat...
more tears.

We watched the rest of the season the next
day, and jumped into Season 2 as soon as it was
released, buying all the DVDs and paying it forward
as well. “People must know.”

In looking for information on Dallas
Jenkins (creator/director), and Jonathan Roumie
(who played Jesus) online, I came across Dallas &
Jonathan sharing how they had both hit bottom at
different times, surrendered everything to God, and
then God used Dallas to create The Chosen and
Jonathan was asked to play Jesus.

I was learning The Chosen was not just any
show. Jesus in his humanity, and his disciples were
relatable. Although the story lines were plausible, I
began searching the Scriptures and references to
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verify information, to
read the stories again, or
to look up terms and
customs that were not
familiar.

In one such
search I found Jonathan's
testimony from 2018, in
which he had awakened
one morning broke, in
debt, without food in the
refrigerator, and no
prospects of work despite Figure 1: Judi Wroe with
years of trying to succeed  jonathan Roumie
on his own. He dropped
to his knees and surrendered everything, especially
his career, to God. That same afternoon, God
blessed him with a financial miracle, and three
months later he got the call from Dallas. In that
moment, everything changed for me as well.

I heard the Holy Spirit beckoning me to do
the same as Jonathan, Dallas, and even Simon...in
my case, to surrender all my burdens for my family.
Have I mentioned tears...pouring down my face?
New prayers and specific novenas Jonathan had
posted on surrender, mercy, and trusting in Jesus
encouraged me to deeper prayer. Now, I begin each
day surrendering everything. I felt such a burden
lifting, and others began to notice too.

Meanwhile, my husband and I continued
watching The Chosen whenever it was available.
Once Season 3 ended, we began with Season 1,
Episode 1 again, and were moved in new ways or
learned new things every time. We became Chosen
PR everywhere.

Photina's intimate exchange with the
Messiah at the well, and seeing Jonathan get
emotional (unscripted) brought a picture of Jesus'
reaction when any of His children are saved. His
yearning to break through to Nicodemus, telling
Melech, “The Shepherd leaves the 99 in search of
the one that's lost” again spoke to me as I had
resisted church for years, and thereby God, I guess,
until a priest shared the Gospel with me in college.
Jesus definitely had come after “the 17 — me.
Mother Mary is now seen in a new light. Not just
the miracle and effects of the virgin birth and her
agony watching her son die on the cross, but 33
years of her watching him mocked, threatened,
ministering to the people and sharing salvation
despite his own human needs deeply affected me
through a mom's eyes for the first time.

God hadn't finished speaking to me yet.
Veronica being called, “My daughter” - never
having had that relationship with my own dad, and

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Mary Magdalene returning to camp to hear Jesus
say, “The Father only asks for your heart, which
you've given.....I forgive you, It's over.” Later,
Tamar tops it off telling Mary that Jesus has
already forgiven her but she refuses to let it go.
Layers of guilt over even the smallest times I've felt
I let Him down again were released in a flood of
tears.

Beautiful scenes, powerful messages, now
frequently brought specific Scripture to mind. Even
the scene where Little James asks why Jesus isn't
healing him was something my disabled brother
has asked. Now, I had something deeply moving
and hopeful to share with him. The finale of
walking on water where Simon says, “Don't let me
go, don't let me go”---- there are no words and
barely enough tissues.

How can a show possibly impact me and
millions of others in their own pain in such a deep
way at the same time? Because this is not man's
project or man's response: This is God's Chosen
project and time. He's feeding the masses.

Completion of Season 3 hasn't ended The
Chosen for us. We are on our 34t time of watching
every episode. We've had the blessing of being
extras in Season 4 (in an atmosphere where the
Holy Spirit was palpable from Director to water
distributors), and met many of the cast and fans at
Chosencon. I'm leading Season 1 Bible Study to our
church group and personally doing the devotional
Amanda wrote. I'm CHANGED.

I felt the Holy Spirit prodding me to do
more than watch. When I read Scripture, I had
scenes come to mind; when I watched The Chosen,
Scripture came to mind. I was excited to share
stories of cast that had accepted Christ or were
strengthened in their faith. Things like Nick
Shakoour's incredible testimony and George
Xanthis being moved by Jonathan's repeating lines
of Scripture over and over in scenes.

With the show's
growing global impact on
people’s knowing Christ
now, or deeper than
before, I felt a burden for
Dallas and Jonathan, as
N well as for other aspects of
WEN 2 4 the production, should be
covered in prayer. They
eventually shared that they
had a sense of the enemy
& frequently throwing
¥ stumbling blocks the closer

Figure 2: Phil and Judiwroe  they get to the crucifixion.
together with Dallas Jenkins,

producer, writer, and director

of The Chosen.
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Again, I felt God's
leading me to an
Instagram and Facebook
page to pray for everyone
I can find affiliated in any
way with the show. Being
technically challenged, I
knew that was His desire,
not mine. Scenes are
linked to Scripture
reflections, testimonies,
and occasionally updates
on what members of the Figure 3: Judi and Phil Wroe
cast are doing as ministry. on the set of The Chosen in

In late October, I Utah with Dallas Jenkins.
had the opportunity to
hear Jonathan speak and pose with him for a photo
afterwards. There was no time to share as staff
moved us along, but I
was able to give him a
hug and tell him I pray
for him. So much more I
wish I could have said
about the impact of his
portrayal of Christ, his
surrender, and
obedience to share his
faith. It was a moving
moment for me.

Asa result. of The Figure 4: Judi grabs a hug
Chosen, and hearing and from Jonathan Roumie.
seeing Jonathan live out
his faith so publically and genuinely, I am changed
in so many ways. A crisis is surrendered now,
Scripture is more deeply understood, and my heart
to share to Gospel is more willing to step out of my
comfort zone.

So, when asked of the impact that The
Chosen has had on me, I can honestly say, “I was
one way, and now I am completely different.

And the thing that happened in between.... was
Him.”

Judi Wroe
chosen_ christian_prayer_page (on both FB & IG)

Judi and Phil Wroe are the grandparents of my
grandson’s girlfriend. I asked Judi to pen an
article for Le Chevalier about her experiences with
being in season 4 of The Chosen. If you've read her
article, you see what a dedicated Christian she is
and how The Chosen helped her grow in her faith.
Thank you, Judi, for your good work with The
Chosen—and beyond in your everyday life. JTW

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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The day Our Lady halted a

Prussian army

What can Our Lady of Hope teach us?
On January 17th, 1871, in the small farming

village of Pontmain, France, the starry night
parted for Our Lady.

At the time, France was under serious threat.
The Franco-Prussian War was in full force and
the Prussian forces were marching on France.

By mid-January, the Prussian army was mere
miles from Pontmain.

With the Prussian forces nearly at his village, a
12-year-old French boy named Etuigene
Barbadette gazed into the starry winter night.
As he looked up, he was struck by a dark patch
of the sky entirely free of stars. The sight was so
otherworldly that the young boy could not peel
his eyes away.

Suddenly, the spot of deep, empty, black night
was filled with a radiant light, which faded to
reveal an apparition of a beautiful woman
smiling down upon him.

The dazzling woman in the sky was clothed in a
blue gown covered with golden stars, almost as
if the night itself had handed over its very own
stars to adorn her. Atop her head rested a regal
crown that held a black veil in place.

Eugene was soon joined by his mother, father,
and 10-year-old brother. Immediately Eugene’s
younger brother, Joseph, exclaimed that he,
too, could see the stunning woman in the night
sky!

The Barbadette parents were bewildered. Their
sons were typically very honest and forthright,
yet they could not see this apparition that their
sons insisted was there. Despite their inability
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to see, the
Barabdette parents
were moved by
faith. Without
witnessing the
woman herself,
Elgene’s mother,
Victoire, suggested
that the mysterious
woman may be the
Blessed Virgin. She
insisted that all
pray five Our
Fathers and five
Hail Marys in her honor.

After praying, the Barbadette family
summoned the local schoolteacher, Sister
Vitaline. When Sister Vitaline arrived, she cast
her eyes up to the place in the sky that the boys
pointed out, but all she could see was the
strange gap in the starry night where no light
shined.

A crowd of around 60 began to form and
astonishingly, every child could miraculously
see the beautiful woman, but the adults saw
nothing at all. Moved by the children's witness,
the crowd began to pray the Rosary.

As the crowd prayed, the children noticed a
change in the apparition. A blue oval frame
with four candles, two at the level of the
shoulders and two at the knees, formed around
the Lady, and a short red cross appeared over
her heart.

As the Rosary progressed, the figure and its
frame grew larger until it was twice life-size.
The stars around her began to multiply and
attach themselves to her dress until it was
covered with them.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Underneath the figure of Our Lady, a banner
was rolled out directly onto the night sky with
the words “But pray, my children.”

At this point, the Rosary had finished and the
crowd, led by the local priest, had begun to sing
the Litany of Our Lady. As they sang, the
message on the banner changed to read: “God
will soon answer you,” and shortly after, “My
Son allows Himself to be moved with
compassion.”

The children were beside themselves with joy
at the beauty of the Lady and her smile, but her
expression then changed to one of extreme
sadness, as she now contemplated a large red
cross that had suddenly appeared before her,
with a figure of Jesus on it in an even darker
shade of red.

As quickly as it had appeared, the apparition
faded away, but those gathered, and the course
of history, were permanently changed.

Unbeknownst to those praying with the
apparition, as Our Lady appeared to the
children, the Prussian General Von Schmidt
was given sudden orders to halt his campaign
on Pontmain.

Within 10 days, an armistice was signed
between France and Prussia. The miraculous
intercession of Our Blessed Mother had saved
Pontmain!

The message of Our Lady to Pontmain, and to
us now, is one of hope: “But pray, my children.
God will hear you in a short time. My Son
allows Himself to be moved with compassion.”

As we embark on another Advent season, let us
remember that we too must allow ourselves to
be filled with hope as we prepare for Christ.

(reprinted from getfed @catholiccompany.com November 28, 2023)
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Our Lady of Portmain

Eucharistic Procession on the Feast of Christ, the
King of the Universe, November 26, 2023

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Exit Polling Confirms Ohio
Issue 1 Vote Does Not Mean

Voters Support Abortion Up
to Birth

Steven Ertelt | Nov 9, 2023 | Washington, DC

Why did Ohio voters approve Issue 1 this
week? Does it mean that Ohio residents (or
Americans) support abortion?

The answer to the second question is no.

And new exit polling conducted for Students
for Life of America shows that the reason Ohio
voters supported Issue 1 is not because they
support abortion. According to the results, many
Yes voters approved the ballot measure only
because they support very limited or narrow
exceptions allowing abortions but oppose abortion
as birth control, which means they oppose 98% of
abortions.

“We conducted our own exit poll to
discover what messaging most compelled a youth
voter’s “yes” or “no” vote on Ohio’s Issue 1,” SFLA
told LifeNews in a memo today.

“Volunteers were stationed outside polling
locations on Tuesday, November 7th . As
respondents exited the polls, they were invited to
participate in a 7-question survey through flyers,
posters, and personal asks from volunteers.
Volunteers remained neutral, dressed in plain
clothes, and were not associated with either pro-life
or pro-choice groups while conducting surveys,”
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SFLA indicated.

The exit polling found more than half of
those who voted “Yes” on Issue 1 did not prioritize
abortion through all 9 months. In fact, 33% of those
who voted in favor of Issue 1 did so thinking
“abortion should be available in certain cases (rape,
incest, life of the mother).”

About 4% prioritized “minor’s rights”, not
wanting parent involvement with a minor’s decision
to either get an abortion or transgender surgery as
their primary reason for voting for Issue 1. And
another 15% reported there was “something else”
other than abortion or rights for minors that was
their priority when voting in favor of Issue 1 but
didn’t elaborate beyond that.

So what do the results mean?

One of the huge takeaways from the Ohio vote is
that Americans now support abortion. That’s not
true.

The Ohio Issue 1 election results differ
significantly from Gallup’s polling that it conducted
on abortion this summer.

As Gallup notes, “Specifically, close to half
of Americans, 47%, now say abortion should be
legal in all (34 %) or most (13%) circumstances,
while a similar proportion, 49%, want it legal in
only a few (36%) or illegal in all (13%)
circumstances.”

That 49-47 pro-life split is down from the
52-55% pro-life split in Gallup polls prior to the
Dobbs decision, which brought forth a temporary
rise in support for abortion but still not enough
clearly to make abortion support higher than
opposition to abortion.

If 33% of Ohio voters only voted for Issue 1
because they support abortion in very rare cases,
most of those voters clearly oppose abortion
generally. With 43% of voters opposing abortion
and voting against Issue 1 and one-third of the 57%
of voters favoring Issue 1 only doing so because
they favor very limited exceptions, that means 60%
of Ohio voters either oppose abortion and voted
against Issue 1 or likely oppose most abortions and
voted for Issue 1 to preserve those exceptions.

That 60-40 split confirms Americans have
not suddenly become pro-abortion but that a
plurality of Americans oppose all or most abortions
and would likely support abortion bans as long as
those key exceptions are included.

As SFLA noted, “One-third of those voting
in favor did so not because they wanted abortion
through all 9 months of pregnancy, but because
they truly believed without such a constitutional
(Continued on p. 9)
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(Continued from p. 8) amendment, abortion in rare
cases would not be covered. This is a significant
group who had the potential to vote against Issue 1,
if the extreme reality of codifying unregulated late-
term abortions was clearly presented to them.
Additionally, the exit poll data confirmed that it
was, in fact, not wanting abortion through all 9
months that became the biggest influencer of a
“No” vote from GenZ.”

The exit polling also confirmed that 85% of
Ohio voters who voted against Issue 1 did so
because they oppose abortions up to birth. A small
minority, roughly 8%, valued “parental rights”, for
either abortions or transgender surgery, as their
main motivation when voting No on Issue 1.

Students for Life, based on their exit polling,
advised that pro-life groups keep fighting the
Abortions Up to Birth mantra because Americans
generally oppose that idea despite the Issue 1
results.

“Skirting around the issue of abortion has
done zero favors for the Pro-Life Movement,
underserved women, and vulnerable babies in the
womb. Ohio Exit Polling on Issue 1 and the passing
of pro-abortion ballot referendums in states where
pro-life groups have prioritized issues other than
abortion are now clear evidence that voters need to
hear from us about abortion extremism,” SFLA told
LifeNews.

The survey of 464 voters across Ohio
happened across 7 major cities in Ohio. 80% of
respondents were GenZ (18- 24), 12% Millennials
(25-40), with the remaining 8% aged 41 and older
or not responding to the question regarding age.
Political party affiliation was reported as: 37%
Democrat, 29% Republican, 13% Independent, 13%
“Other” or none and 5% not responding to the

question regarding political affiliation.
(reprinted from Life.News.com.November 9, 2023)

DD Martin Pérez presents PGK Dennis Logue
the Star Council Award.
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FOURTH DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION

Figure 6: SK John Michael
Capaldi receives the
"Ritterschlag.”

Figure 7: SK Jon Walker displays
his certificate with DD Martin
Pérez,

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Why is Advent called a "little

Lent"?

Although a time of great joy and festivity, Advent

is also a penitential season!

Christmas, that most wonderful time of the year,
is always preceded by Advent. As the first season
in the liturgical year, most of us know that
Advent is a time of anticipation and waiting for
the birth of Christ. But many might not be aware
that Advent has often been called a “little Lent.”
Why is this so?

One reason is the profound connection between
Lent and Advent. It is not difficult to see the
beauty of Christ’s birth in the sweet manger
scene, where the Infant is wrapped in swaddling
clothes and adored by Mary and Joseph. Yet, in
truth, we are not naive witnesses to this scene.
We all know that there is a scene to come—one
that involves the Way of the Cross and the
Crucifixion. This reality is very close to the reality
of Christmas. Indeed, it is what makes the
original nativity scene so poignant.

Another, related reason why Advent has been
called a “little Lent” is that, like Lent, it is a
penitential season. Advent used to be forty days
but was formalized to four weeks in the 9th
century, which is why we now have the four
Sundays of Advent. The Mass itself assumes a
more somber tone during Advent. The priests
wear violet vestments, as they do during Lent,
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since purple is the liturgical color that signifies
repentance and sorrow for sin.

The Gloria is also removed from the beginning of
Mass during Advent, just as it is during Lent.

Unlike Lent, the penitential observances of
Advent always have a festive character to
them, which is why we retain the Alleluia during
Advent, but not during Lent.

Both Advent and Lent are seasons of preparation.
We prepare for the coming of the Savior in
Advent (both commemorating His

birth and looking forward to His second coming
at the end of time) and we prepare for His
Passion, death, and Resurrection in Lent. Lent
and Advent are distinct from Easter and
Christmas, even though they prepare us for them.
Just as Easter does not begin until after nightfall
on Holy Saturday (the beginning of the Easter
Vigil), Christmas doesn’t actually begin until the
first Mass is celebrated on Christmas Eve, which
is when we officially enter the beautiful season of
Christmas and Christmastide.

(reprinted from GetFed @catholiccompany.com

November 19, 2023)

Our Lady of Good Counsel - Bartolome Pérez
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Above is an original drawing of the Nativity by Mrs. Jean Kreitzer, who was my
supervising teacher at Dwight L. Barnes Jr. High School in Kettering, Ohio, when |
was a student teacher (Spring, 1966). JTW
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May you receive countless blessings
during this Advent Season!

Four Candles

A candle for peace,
which we need
because disputes never rest.

For the days full of sorrows,
a candle for courage.

Month af tha mme

A candle for hope

against anxiety and heartbreak,

and when being disheartened stealthily
threatens to shake our faith.

A candle that still remains
the most important in the world:
a candle which stands in humility for love,

And its light is always there
for the lost strays’ journey home.

For at the end, only love Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr. Field Agent, FIC

really counts for all of us. (623) 640-0436 Cell
wes.casaus@kofc.org

By Elli Michler, from I Wish You Time, www.azkofcwes.com

© Don Bosco Verlag, Munich, 2008. Translation Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD
& v by Jerry Wood Career Opportunity Member of KofC since 2005

Knights of Columbus {771
[NSURANCE (&

YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE v
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THE POWERFUL IMAGE OF

Our Lady of Guadalupe
By Anne Pryor

The Powerful Image of Mary

Images of the Blessed Mother evoke strong emotions in
people. The phenomenon is very evident with the image
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. People have identified
religiously and nationalistically with her from the time she
appeared in 1531 to the present day.

Why is this image of a young woman imprinted on a
humble cloak or tilma so powerful that she is known
today as the “Queen of the Americas™?

The Apparitions: The story of the apparitions of Our
Lady of Guadalupe begins on Saturday, December 9,
1531. On that day, a 55-year-old native Aztec widower,
St. Juan Diego, was making his seven-mile journey by
foot to attend Mass. A beautiful young Aztec woman
dressed in a pale red dress and blue mantle with stars
appeared before this recent convert to Catholicism.

The Blessed Mother appeared to Juan Diego at Mount
Tepeyac, located in today’s Mexico City. Her message to
Juan Diego, spoken in Nahuatl, the Aztec language, was
clear and concise: “l am the virgin Mary, Mother of the
true God who gives life. God made everything and He is
in all places. He is the Lord of heaven and earth. | desire
a temple, a church, in this place where | will show my
love to your people. | want to show my compassion to all
people who ask my help. Here | will see their tears. | will
console them and they will be at ease. Run now to tell
the bishop all you have seen and heard.”

Juan ran to see the bishop, but the skeptical bishop
asked for Juan Diego to bring him a sign. Juan was on
his way home to attend to his sick and dying uncle with
whom he lived. Juan related the bishop’s request for a
sign when he saw the Blessed Mother. Mary asked Juan
to return the next day, December 11.

Juan’s uncle was dying. He stayed to comfort his uncle
and Juan did not return to Tepeyac the next day. Juan
felt awful about not meeting the Blessed Mother and
took an alternate route around Tepeyac on the morning
of December 12. However, Mary appeared to Juan and
said to him, “My little son, Do not be afraid. Am | not
here, I, who am your mother? Are you not under my
protection? Your uncle will not die. At this moment he is
cured.” Mary provided Juan with the proof requested by
the bishop. She told Juan Diego to climb Mount Tepeyac
and cut the flowers growing there. Juan Diego knew no
flowers grew in the cold month of December, and as he
got to the top of the hill, his eyes were greeted with a
sea of beautiful roses. Juan cut the roses and put them
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in his tilma, which was similar
to a long cape that can be tied
around the neck as a carryall.
Mary arranged the roses and
tied the tilma so the roses
would not fall out.

Juan ran to see the bishop. He
untied his tilma, and the roses
fell to the floor. The bishop fell
to his knees as he gazed on
the tilma. The Blessed Mother
had left an image of herself on
the tilma, exactly as Juan
Diego had described her to the )
bishop: a young woman with olive skin, pregnant with
Jesus, adorned in the turguoise mantle, and surrounded
by a ray of light. This is the only time Mary is known to
have left a painted portrait of herself.

A small chapel was built at Tepeyac. The news of the
image of the Blessed Mother on Juan Diego’s tiima
spread like wildfire. They came from all over Central
America to see a Blessed Mother who looked like them.

In 1976, the current Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe
was built near the site of the apparitions, and is one of
the most visited pilgrimage sites in the word.

The impact of Our Lady of Guadalupe

The appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan
Diego, a native Aztec Indian, generated the conversion
of Mexico, Central, and South America to Catholicism.
The converted because they felt that the appearance of
the Blessed Mother as a native Aztec woman to a native
Aztec man was a real sign that God cares for struggling
and marginalized people everywhere. Their daily lives
were difficult as the Spanish had recently conquered the
area.

Our Lady of Guadalupe is strongly associated with the
history of Mexico. She is credited with ending a deadly
epidemic that ravaged Mexico City in 1736-37, and, in
1737, she was proclaimed patroness of Mexico City.

Juan Diego was canonized on July 3, 2002, by Pope St.
John Paul Il

Every December 12" Marian devotees around the
world rejoice as they celebrate the Feast Day of Our

Lady of Guadalupe.

This article is reprinted from “The Miraculous Medal” Fall
2017, Vol. 89 No. 3

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221




Volume 9 Issue 6

Fun Facts About Catholics
and Coffee

We coffee lovers just knew there had to
be a connection between coffee and
Catholicism. Actually, there are lots of
connections!

Capuchin Cappuccinos
What do friars and coffee have in common?
The beloved frothy beverage known as a
“cappuccino” takes its name from the brown
habits worn by Franciscan friars. The Italian
word for their cowl, or hood, is cappuccio.

Coffee’s Patron Saint

Tradition says that St. Drogo, patron saint of
coffee, remained at prayer when the church
beside his cell burned down, leaving him
unharmed. Perhaps this explains his
patronage. You could say that he was tempered
by fire, but better because of it—just like
roasted coffee beans!

The Pope’s Drink

When coffee first came to Europe, it was
greatly distrusted and called “the devil’s drink.”
It was a dark, bitter brew that had strange
energizing effects upon those who drank it. But
legend tells us that Pope Clement VIII tasted
coffee and blessed the beans, declaring, “This
Satan’s drink is so delicious that it would be a
pity to let the infidels have exclusive use of it.”

The Catholic Exporters

Brazil is home to 123 million Catholics, the largest
Catholic community in the world. This fascinating
country has also been the largest coffee exporter for
over 150 years, producing 30% of the world’s coffee.
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Reprinted from
GetFed@catholiccompany.com October 25, 2023

Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace, Saint F'rancis Prayer

| ur\‘z e sL\" me an instrument ot Your peace.
Where ch*r:,‘ 5 |'1;|fr<'d, [(‘f me sow ILY\:';
where there is njury, F.“:r_c:or;

where there 5 :{m[ﬁ Faith;

where there is desparr, HQPC;

where there 1s (L'II'L"H(‘.‘H. [xg}*f:

'.l.hcrc t|7crv.~ 5 ﬁ:l::ncsﬂuu

O, Dnine Master,

| | ¢
grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to console:
to be understood as to understand;

to be loved as to fove;

Foritism gy ing that we recene;

i i pardoring that weare pardoned

it 15 1n pardoning that we are parconed;

| ; o

tisIn czungt}f;‘n: we are h‘.rn agan to etemal | fe

© 3015
Cathole Online - Catholicoeg
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T’ was the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,

in a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone.
I had come down the chimney with presents to give,
and to see just who in this home did live.

I looked all about, a strange sight I did see,

no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.

No stocking by mantle, just boots filled with sand,
and on the wall pictures of far distant lands.

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds,

a sobering thought came to my mind.

For this house was different, so dark and so dreary,
the home of a soldier, now I could see clearly.

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,

curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home.
The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder,
not how I pictured a United States soldier.

Was this the hero of whom I'd just read?

Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?

I realized the families that I saw this night,

owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight.
Soon ‘round the world, the children would play,

and grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas day.
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,

because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.

I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone,

on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home.
The very thought brought a tear to my eye,

I dropped to my knees and started to cry.

The soldier awakened and I heard a rough voice,
“Santa, Don’t cry; this life is my choice;

“I fight for freedom, I don’t ask for more,

my life is my God, my country my corps.”

The soldier rolled over and soon drifted to sleep,

I couldn’t control it, I continued to weep.

I kept watch for hours, so silent and still,

and we both shivered from the cold evening’s chill.

I didn’t want to leave on that cold, dark night,
this guardian of honor so willing to fight.
Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure,

One look at my watch, and I knew he was right.
“Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good night.”

By Lance Corporal James M. Schmidt

whispered, “Carry on, Santa, it’s Christmas Day, all is secure.”
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Every year the Disabled American Veterans (DAV)
organization publishes its “Holiday & Patriotic Song
Book.” The booklet contains the texts of several
patriotic songs, €.g., “America the Beautiful,” “It’s a
Grand Old Flag,” as well as the National Anthem, and
most of the popular Christmas Carols.

My mother’s three brothers all served in WWIL, and
one of them, my Uncle Rob, lost a leg in the Battle of
the Bulge. Since I’ve been on my own, as it were, I
have contributed to the DAV; consequently, | receive
the Holiday Booklet every year.

Included for the past several years is a poem, written
in the style of “The Night Before Christmas,” by a
Marine named James M. Schmidt. In previous
December editions of Le Chevalier, I have included it.
I include it as a tribute to all American military
veterans as well as a tribute to Uncle Rob. I hope you
will read it and consider the message that L/Corporal
Schmidt intended when he wrote it.

Sgt. Woodrow W. Mayes, me, and Sgt. Robert D. Mayes

My other uncle, James A. Mayes, was not yet old
enough to join the military when this picture was
taken. These guys were my heroes, and they are all
gone now. Uncle Rob suffered the rest of his life with
issues resulting from the loss of his leg, but he was a
seriously religious man who loved the Lord, and he
never complained. He and his brothers had answered
the call, and he was proud to have served his country.

| hope, dear reader, that you will appreciate the poem
and pardon me once again for indulging in a little
personal reverie.

JTW

Disabled American Veterans

Cincinnati, Ohio 45250-0301
www,dav.org
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Start of Tet Offensive
1968

Healing Rosary 6:30
pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
27 28 29 30 31 1 2
Healing Rosary 6:30
pm
4 5 6 7 8 9
Officers’ Meeting The Immaculate
7:00 PM Conception of the
BVYM
St.Niklaus Pearl Harbor Day | Healing Rosary 6:30
pm
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
674 Council
| Our Lady of Meeting Healing Rosary 6:30
u 1 N H
Guadah}:, ’ 7:00 PM > 4 Christmas Angel
p p Tree Breakfast
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Healing Rosary 6:30
Granada Campaign pm :
Ended (1983) Christmas Eve
25 26 27 28 29 30
Healing Rosary 6:30
f/"l"'f‘_'i-f pm
7 Lhnstmas The Holy St. Thomas of
Innocents Canterbury
January 2024
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
R . Officers’
" i:..-rr-?r'r‘*- Meeting
i 7:00 PM
e T . 1 | Healing Rosary 6:30
St. Sylvester B pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Council
Meeting
7:00 PM Healing Rosary 6:30
: om
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Martin Luther Start of Operation
King, Jr. Day Desert Storm 1991 Healing Rosary 6:30
pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Vietnam Cease-Fire
1973
Healing Rosary 6:30
pm
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
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Officers:

Grand Knight
Chaplain

D. Grand Knight
Chancellor
Financial Sec.
Treasurer
Recorder
Advocate
Warden
Outside Guard
Inside Guard
3yr Trustee
2yr Trustee
lyr Trustee

SK Jefferson Pinto
Fr. Don Kline

SK Tom Munks

SK Robert Mastro
SK Daniel Conway
SK Gene Arvizu

SK Frank Scarpone
SK Michael Dill

SK Vinnie Cefalu
Justin Navarre
Tim Olinski
Dennis Logue

SK Michael Smalley
SK Jerry Wood

480-299-9053
480-905-0221
480-241-0578
303-880-0536
480-686-9256
480-776-4794
480-540-8460
760-213-3737
602-350-9106
248-806-0769
602-568-0982
603-667-3957
480-473-8159
602-568-2779

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2023-2024

Committee Chairmen:

CUF Degree Team

603-667-3957
602-568-2779
602-741-6136

Blood Drive Dennis Logue
Oktoberfest SK Jerry Wood
Faith Director: SKJohn Walker
Community Director: Dennis Logue
Life Director: SK Don Tellis

SK Perry Wilson

Food for the Poor SK Santo Graziano

Family Director
602-321-1673
602-350-9106
603-667-3957-

Tootsie Roll Drive SK Vinnie Cefalu
Free Throw Contest Dennis Logue

Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament: Carlos Santos
Retention Chairman
Editor: SK Jerry Wood

-Brian Abernathy
-Jan Arcardo
-Theodore Billings
-Michelle Capone
-SK John Benson
-David Carlisi
‘Mary Caroline
Joyce Conway
-Carrie & Tony Cefalu
SK Brian Light
-William Davis
-Barbara Day

-Bill Day

Frances Decordovan
-‘Lupe DeGroodt
-Magdalena Dinan
-Lynn Evans

-SK Ric Fichera
-Carlos Ayala
-Patricia Greifme
-Rachel Harford
-Larry Shepard
Jerry Hindermann

-Brian Jacobson
‘Roxanne Jordan
-Ray Klodt
-Kasia Kolano
-Jim Kusbel
”Bear” Mahan

-Joey Marino

- Carlos Martinez & family -
- Harvey Martin

- SK Brian Mastro
- John Mayes
- Diane McMahon

- Kaye & Richard Minchey
- SK Duane Moore

- Al & Judy Mozingo
- Abigale Munks

- Beverly Ann Neely
- Francesca Norante
- Gary Norton

- Tim Oliinski

- Linda Gill

- Junior Ortega

- Christine Pate

- Isabelle Pate
- Kelly Patterson
- Michael Kerwin

- Lorettta Rizzo

- Willie Rodriguez Sr.
Miguel Angel Samaniego
- Lynn Sell

- Jack Smalley

-SK Michael Smalley
- Lorene Solomon

- Billy Spanko

- Preston Stotz

- Deborah Jane Wo
- Joe Wood

- Susan Wood

- Irene Wilson
-SK Tom Munks
-‘Michael Shane
-Jess Connlly
-Gary Gibby
-Richard Bogan

Good of the Order Prayer List Nov. 2023

Jon Kroning
Inge Wallmann

Brothers, please join us as we pray for

- SK John Martin Kent Hoppenworth these Knights and their families.
- SK Steve Pirrone

All of our Clergy:
Fr. Don Kline, Fr. Andrzej Boroch,
Fr. Doug Spina; Deacon Al Homiski,
Deacon Frank Nevarez, Deacon Peter
Auriemma.
We pray for the good health of all
Knights & their families and our own
Knights who find the strength and the
will to keep coming out to do God'’s-
will, and for the safety and good health
od of all our military, police, fire fighters,
and all first responders.
Lord, protect our Supreme Court
Justices and all Crisis Pregnancy
Centers.
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We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.kofc12164.org
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The Story of the
Immaculate

Conception of

Mary

A feast called the Conception of
Mary arose in the Eastern
Church in the seventh century.
It came to the West in the
eighth century. In the 11th
century it received its present
name, the Immaculate
Conception. In the 18th century
it became a feast of the
universal Church. It is now
recognized as a solemnity.

In 1854, Pius IX solemnly
proclaimed: “The most Blessed
Virgin Mary, in the first instant
of her conception, by a singular
grace and privilege granted by
almighty God, in view of the
merits of Jesus Christ, the
savior of the human race, was
preserved free from all stain of
original sin.”

It took a long time for this
doctrine to develop. While many
Fathers and Doctors of the
Church considered Mary the
greatest and holiest of the
saints, they often had difficulty
in seeing Mary as sinless—
either at her conception or
throughout her life. This is one
of the Church teachings that
arose more from the piety of the
faithful than from the insights of
brilliant theologians. Even such
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champions of Mary
as Bernard of
Clairvaux and
Thomas Aquinas
could not see
theological
justification for this

teaching.

St. Bernadette,
oro pro nobis!

Two Franciscans,
William of Ware and
Blessed John Duns
Scotus, helped develop
the theology. They pointed out that Mary’'s Immaculate
Conception enhances Jesus’ redemptive work. Other
members of the human race are cleansed from original
sin after birth. In Mary, Jesus’ work was so powerful as
to prevent original sin at the outset.

Reflection

In Luke 1:28 the angel Gabriel, speaking on God’s
behalf, addresses Mary as “full of grace” or “highly
favored”. In that context, this phrase means that Mary is
receiving all the special divine help necessary for the
task ahead. However, the Church grows in
understanding with the help of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit
led the Church, especially non-theologians, to the insight
that Mary had to be the most perfect work of God next to
the Incarnation. Or rather, Mary’s intimate association
with the Incarnation called for the special involvement of
God in Mary’s whole life.

The logic of piety helped God’s people to believe that
Mary was full of grace and free of sin from the first
moment of her existence. Moreover, this great privilege
of Mary is the highlight of all that God has done in Jesus.
Rightly understood, the incomparable holiness of Mary
shows forth the incomparable goodness of God.

Mewviy Christmas!
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