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Grand 
Knight’s 
Message                                                                        
WGK Dennis Logue 

                                                     

                                                          

  Brother               

  Knights: I 

  hope you 

               all had a 

blessed Thanksgiving, 

surrounded by friends and 

family and are spiritually 

ready for Advent and the 

Christmas season. I’m 

thankful for the new 

Knights we’ve had 

contributing and the 

seasoned members who 

continue to impress with 

their devotion to the 

community. We had a nice 

mix of both on the Saturday 

after Thanksgiving to 

construct the Nativity 

scene. Team Lead, Jim 

Mead, did a great job of 

incorporating the existing 

shrubbery into the plan.           

 This month we will 

host a pancake breakfast on 

the 11th and award our 

Catholic essay contest 

winners at our business 

meeting on Wednesday, 

December 14th. On the 17th 

we will help prepare the food for the Angel Tree 

party, and between now and then, look for invites 

to come help with bike and scooter construction. 

While keeping in mind all on our prayer list, 

please hold special intentions for former Grand 
Knights, Martin Perez and Michael Smalley. For 

Martin as he helps his wife Josie through the 
mourning of the recent loss of her mother and for 

Mike as he has begun the medical processes needed 
to beat back cancer. Also remember Ric Fichera, 
who has gone back into the hospital with further 

health complications. 

We still have some year-long missals left if 
you would like to purchase one at the start of the 

new liturgical year.  I pray that you and yours have 
a grace-filled December.  

Vivat Jesus! 

GK Dennis 
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Happy Birthday!   
December 2022                                                                                                                                      

 Robert S. Cordaro   12/9               

Arthur A. DeMarco  12/10                                                                                                                                        

Kerry J. Dillon         12/27                                                                                                                                                                        

Scott A. Heritage     12/1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Dr. John C. Oertle   12/15                                                                                                                                        

Roberto Pastrana    12/7                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Frederick M.Stanek  12/21                                                                                                                                             

Don Tellis                 12/18                                                                                                                                                                 

Jon Westervelt         12/20                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

If you know of changes for the 

birthday list, please notify me. If 

you wish to honor someone with a 

Mass Card, contact Santo 

Graziano at (602) 321-1673    .  

JTW 

 

 

     

 

Ignacio Heredia 

Knight of the Month                   

November 2022 

 

 

WGK Dennis and Rebecca Logue 

Family of the Month 

November 2022 
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Saint of the Month 

St. Thomas Becket 

  

St. Thomas Becket’s Story 
(December 21, 1118 – December 29, 1170) 

A strong man who wavered for a moment, but 
then learned one cannot come to terms with 
evil, and so became a strong churchman, a 
martyr, and a saint—that was Thomas Becket, 
archbishop of Canterbury, murdered in his 
cathedral on December 29, 1170.  

His career had been a stormy one. While 
archdeacon of Canterbury, he was made 
chancellor of England at the age of 36 by his 
friend King Henry II. When Henry felt it 
advantageous to make his chancellor the 
archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas gave him 
fair warning: he might not accept all of Henry’s 
intrusions into Church affairs. Nevertheless, in 
1162 he was made archbishop, resigned his 
chancellorship, and reformed his whole way of 
life!   

Troubles began. Henry insisted upon usurping 
Church rights. At one time, supposing some 
conciliatory action possible, Thomas came 
close to compromise. He momentarily 
approved the Constitutions of Clarendon, 
which would have denied the clergy the right of 
trial by a Church court and prevented them 
from making direct appeal to Rome. But 
Thomas rejected the Constitutions, fled to 
France for safety, and remained in exile for 
seven years. When he returned to England he 

suspected it would mean certain death. 

Because Thomas refused to remit censures he 
had placed upon bishops favored by the king, 
Henry cried out in a rage, “Will no one rid me 
of this troublesome priest!” Four knights, 
taking his words as his wish, slew Thomas in 
the Canterbury 
cathedral.  

  Thomas Becket 
remains a hero-
saint down to 
our own times. 

Editor’s note: 

According to 
Lewis B. Radford 
in his book, 
Thomas of London 
Before His 
Consecration, Thomas 
never called himself 
“Becket.” Surnames 
were not necessarily hereditary in the Twelfth 
Century. He called himself Thomas of London, 
Thomas the Archdeacon, the Chancellor, the 
Archbishop, and finally, he was canonized 
Saint Thomas of Canterbury. Thomas á Becket 
was not used until after the Reformation. The  
á Becket is a barbarism, which has no 
contemporary or early authority whatever.  jtw 

Relection      

No one becomes a saint without struggle, especially 
with himself. Thomas knew he must stand firm in 
defense of truth and right, even at the cost of his 
life. We also must take a stand in the face of 
pressures—against dishonesty, deceit, destruction 
of life—at the cost of popularity, convenience,   
promotion 
and even 
greater 
goods.  

 

 

 

St. Thomas of 
Canterbury, oro 
pro nobis. 

Photo:  Debbie Wood 
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   Food for the Poor Project 

 Good week to all our ministers 
and friends of our program,                    
 
This past week we lost four 
people in one week whom we 
have known for years: three choir 
members with whom we sang for 
years at church and my wife’s 
hairdresser for forty years. This 

made us think of all the good 
works that they have done over the 

years. The three choir members brought song each 
Sunday to the entire congregation. They gave inspiration 
to each person in the congregation with their beautiful 
sound each week; our hairdresser who made each 
individual beautiful and feel confidence with themselves. 
This Thanksgiving we would like thank you all for 
bringing nourishment to our friends at St Vincent De 
Paul Chris Becker House and Mom's Pantry.  
IMPORTANT:  Please look at your route stops each 

week because some have changed. We have picked up 

a few more locations.                                            

IMPORTANT: New schedule came out this past week 

for December/January please keep your dates in a safe 

place. 

Joke Of The Week: What the most musical part of a 
Turkey? The drumsticks. 
 

                                                                 

Knights Of Columbus Food For The Poor Project 

Chairperson  and Committee,  

SK Santo Graziano, Chairperson, St Bernadette 
            SK Robert /Jackie Francisco, St Bernadette 
            Larry Brainard, St  Barnabas 
            Mike/Susan Dalton, St Joseph                                                             
SK Craig Anderson, St. Thomas More                
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                     

For a child is born to us, a son 
is given us; upon his shoulder 
dominion rests. They name him 

Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 

Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.  

--Isaiah 9:5 
        
 
 

SK Santo Graziano 

                   

 

   Attention! Achtung! 

Every Friday there is  a Healing 

Rosary at 6:30 PM (this is 

ongoing throughout the year). 

Join us in the church or through 

Zoom. 

                                                   

              

  Photo:  Matthew Wood 
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       Building the Domestic Church        
     while strengthening our Parish.                                                                

                               

                                   

 

 

 

 

                                                                           

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                            

 

 

 

                                      
 
 

                                  

 

 
 
              
 
    

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Second Sunday of every month 
between September and May                     
$7.00;    ages 5-13: $5.00;              
Family:  $20.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and 
Sausage!                                          

Pancakes are here again! 

    

 

       

 

Grotto on the Campus of Mt. St. John, Bergamo, 
Beavercreek, Ohio Photo JWood UD '66 
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Abilene, Texas Votes to Ban 

Abortions, Become a 

“Sanctuary for the Unborn” 
National  |  Micaiah Bilger  |   Nov 9, 2022   |   Abilene, Texas 

                                                           

Voters in three cities in Texas and Nebraska 

strongly approved local ordinances Tuesday 
that ban abortions and declare their 
communities to be sanctuaries for unborn 
babies.                                                        

 In Texas, voters in Abilene approved a 
Sanctuary City for the Unborn ordinance with 
53 percent voting in favor and 47 percent 

against, KTAB News reports.                                                                  
  The action was especially significant 
because Abilene was the home of Sarah 

Weddington, one of the two pro-abortion 
lawyers who argued the case Roe v. 
Wade, which forced states to legalize abortion 

on demand.                                                                                 
 “Many people are seeing this effort as a 
way that Abilene can redeem history …” Mark 

Lee Dickson, director Right to Life of East 
Texas and founder of the Sanctuary Cities for 
the Unborn initiative, told LifeNews earlier this 

year.                                                                                 
 The Abilene ordinance recognizes 
unborn babies as valuable human beings and 

prohibits abortions within city limits. It states: 
“We declare Abilene, Texas to be a Sanctuary 
City for the Unborn. Abortion at all times and at 

all stages of pregnancy is declared to be an act 
of murder unless the mother’s life is in danger.”                                                                       
 Voters in Athens, Texas, passed a very 

similar Sanctuary City for the Unborn 
ordinance on Tuesday, with 58 percent in favor 
to 42 percent opposed, KETK reports.                                                    

 Texas prohibits abortions state-wide, but 
the ordinances will provide added protections 
to unborn babies locally.                                                              

 Meanwhile, in Nebraska, voters in 
Arnold also approved a pro-life ordinance that 
outlaws abortions within city limits, Dickson 

said. The vote was 60 percent in favor to 40 
percent against.                                                         
 Arnold is the fourth municipality in 

Nebraska to protect unborn babies by banning 
abortions, Dickson said. Currently, abortions 
are legal in the rest of Nebraska.                                                                  

 A growing grassroots movement is 
working to protect unborn babies at the local 
level. To-date, 54 cities in Texas, Ohio, 

Nebraska and New Mexico have passed 
Sanctuary City for the Unborn ordinances that 
protect unborn babies by banning abortions 

and/or abortion facilities within city limits. 
 Other cities and counties have passed 
pro-life resolutions, which are statements of 

support but not enforceable law, that recognize 
unborn babies’ right to life. In Arkansas, 19 
counties and 10 cities and towns have passed 

pro-life resolutions, according to Family 
Council of Arkansas. Several North Carolina 
counties passed pro-life resolutions recently, 

too, and the New Mexico county 
commissioners of Otero approved a resolution 
in July condemning the pro-abortion laws in 
their state.  

(reprinted from Life.News.com.)    

https://www.lifenews.com/category/national/
https://www.bigcountryhomepage.com/news/abilene-news/abilene-becomes-texas-latest-sanctuary-city-for-the-unborn/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/04/11/abilene-texas-law-would-ban-abortions-make-it-a-sanctuary-city-for-the-unborn/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/04/11/abilene-texas-law-would-ban-abortions-make-it-a-sanctuary-city-for-the-unborn/
https://www.ketk.com/news/your-local-election-hq/athens-now-a-sanctuary-city-for-the-unborn-after-proposition-passes/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/08/12/nebraska-town-passes-abortion-ban-becomes-sanctuary-city-for-the-unborn/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/08/12/nebraska-town-passes-abortion-ban-becomes-sanctuary-city-for-the-unborn/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/11/08/new-mexico-city-passes-pro-life-measure-to-ban-abortions-prohibit-abortion-businesses/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/03/22/arkansas-county-passes-pro-life-resolution-condemning-abortion/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/03/22/arkansas-county-passes-pro-life-resolution-condemning-abortion/
https://www.lifenews.com/2021/12/29/north-carolina-county-passes-resolution-declaring-itself-pro-life/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/07/18/new-mexico-county-votes-to-ban-abortions-declares-itself-a-sanctuary-for-the-unborn/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/07/18/new-mexico-county-votes-to-ban-abortions-declares-itself-a-sanctuary-for-the-unborn/
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Above is an original drawing of the Nativity by Mrs. Jean Kreitzer, who was my 

supervising teacher at Dwight L. Barnes Jr. High School in Kettering, Ohio, when I 

was a student teacher (Spring, 1966).    JTW 
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May you receive countless blessings     

 during this Advent Season! 

Four Candles 

A candle for peace,                                                                                                                                

which we need                                                                                                                                 

because disputes never rest.  

For the days full of sorrows,                                                                                                                          

a candle for courage. 

A candle for hope                                                                                                                                                

against anxiety and heartbreak,                                                                                                                           

and when being disheartened stealthily                                                                                                                          

threatens to shake our faith. 

A candle that still remains                                                                                                                       

the most important in the world:                                                                                                                       

a candle which stands in humility for love, 

And its light is always there                                                                                                                          

for the lost strays’ journey home.                                                                                                             

For at the end, only love                                                                                                                        

really counts for all of us. 

By Elli Michler, from I Wish You Time,                                                                                                        
© Don Bosco Verlag, Munich, 2008. Translation 

by Jerry Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give Wes a call for insurance 

and financial advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr.  Field Agent, FIC 
 (623) 640-0436 Cell 
wes.casaus@kofc.org 
www.azkofcwes.com  
Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD  
Career Opportunity Member of KofC since 2005     

 

 

 

https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.azkofcwes.com%252F
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fkofcknights.org%252FAgencySite%252FFAcareerNew.asp%253FGA%253D41
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THE POWERFUL IMAGE OF                                       

Our Lady of Guadalupe                                           
By Anne Pryor 

The Powerful Image of Mary                                     

Images of the Blessed Mother evoke strong emotions in 
people. The phenomenon is very evident with the image 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. People have identified 
religiously and nationalistically with her from the time she 
appeared in 1531 to the present day. 

Why is this image of a young woman imprinted on a 
humble cloak or tilma so powerful that she is known 
today as the “Queen of the Americas”? 

The Apparitions  The story of the apparitions of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe bge3gins on Saturday, December 9, 
1531. On that day, a 55-year-old native Aztec widower, 
St. Juan Diego, was making his seven-mile journey by 
foot to attend Mass. A beautiful young Aztec woman 
dressed in a pale red dress and blue mantle with stars 
appeared before this recent convert to Catholicism. 

The Blessed Mother appeared to Juan Diego at Mount 
Tepeyac, located in today’s Mexico City. Her message to 
Juan Diego, spoken in Nahuatl, the Aztec language, was 
clear and concise:  “I am the virgin Mary, Mother of the 
true God who gives life. God made everything and He is 
in all places. He is the Lord of heaven and earth. I desire 
a temple, a church, in this place where I will show my 
love to your people. I want to show my compassion to all 
people who ask my help. Here I will see their tears. I will 
console them and they will be at ease. Run now to tell 
the bishop all you have seen and heard.”  

Juan ran to see the bishop, but the skeptical bishop 
asked for Juan Diego to bring him a sign. Juan was on 
his way home to attend to his sick and dying uncle with 
whom he lived. Juan related the bishop’s request for a 
sign when he saw the Blessed Mother. Mary asked Juan 
to return the next day, December 11. 

Juan’s uncle was dying. He stayed to comfort his uncle 
and Juan did not return to Tepeyac the next day. Juan 
felt awful about not meeting the Blessed Mother and 
took an alternate route around Tepeyac on the morning 
of December 12. However, Mary appeared to Juan and 
said to him, “My little son, Do not be afraid. Am I not 
here, I, who am your mother? Are you not under my 
protection? Your uncle will not die. At this moment he is 
cured.”  Mary provided Juan with the proof requested by 
the bishop. She told Juan Diego to climb Mount Tepeyac 
and cut the flowers growing there. Juan Diego knew no 
flowers grew in the cold month of December, and as he 
got to the top of the hill, his eyes were greeted with a 
sea of beautiful roses. Juan cut the roses and put them 

in his tilma, which was similar 
to a long cape that can be tied 
around the neck as a carryall. 
Mary arranged the roses and 
tied the tilma so the roses 
would not fall out. 

Juan ran to see the bishop. He 
untied his tilma, and the roses 
fell to the floor. The bishop fell 
to his knees as he gazed on 
the tilma. The Blessed Mother 
had left an image of herself on 
the tilma, exactly as Juan 
Diego had descried her to the 
bishop: a young woman with olive skin, pregnant with 
Jesus, adorned in the turquoise mantle, and surrounded 
by a ray of light. This is the only time Mary is known to 
have left a painted portrait of herself.  

A small chapel was built at Tepeyac. The news of the 
image of the Blessed Mother on Juan Diego’s tilma 
spread like wildfire. They came from all over Central 
America to see a Blessed Mother who looked like them. 

In 1976, the current Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
was built near the site of the apparitions, and is one of 
the most visited pilgrimage sites in the word. 

The impact of Our Lady of Guadalupe                                          

The appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan 
Diego, a native Aztec Indian, generated the conversion 
of Mexico, Central, and South America to Catholicism. 
The converted because they felt that the appearance of 
the Blessed Mother as a native Aztec woman to a native 
Aztec man was a real sign that God cares for struggling 
and marginalized people everywhere. Their daily lives 
were difficult as the Spanish had recently conquered the 
area.  

Our Lady of  Guadalupe is strongly associated with the 
history of Mexico. She is credited with ending a deadly 

epidemic that ravaged Mexico City in 1736-37, and, in 
1737, she was proclaimed patroness of Mexico City. 

Juan Diego was canonized on July 3, 2002, by Pope St. 
John Paul II. 

Every December 12th, Marian devotees around the 
world rejoice as they celebrate the Feast Day of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. 

This article is reprinted from “The Miraculous Medal” Fall 
2017, Vol. 89 No. 3
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Divine Mercy and the 
Commandant of 
Auschwitz                       
By Marc Massery 

 

EFT: Rudolf Höss in 1944. Photo by Karl-Friedrich Höcker, via 

Wikimedia Commons. CENTER: Image by David 

Eucaristía/CC0/Pixabay. RIGHT: Maximilian Kolbe in 1936, via 

Wikimedia Commons. (photo: Register Files / National Catholic 

Register)                                                                                

Jan. 27, 2020, marks the 75th anniversary of the 

liberation of the Nazi concentration camp of 

Auschwitz. With that in mind, we have a powerful 

story to share.                                                      

 Though the infamous commandant of the 

Auschwitz concentration camp, Rudolf Höss, 

oversaw the murder of millions of innocent 

people during World War II, in the end, even his 

horrific sins weren’t bigger than the mercy of 

God.                                                                       

         Höss was born in 1900 in Baden-Baden, 

Germany, to strict Catholic parents. His father 

wanted him to become a priest, but after his 

father’s death, Rudolf decided to join the German 

military instead.                                               

‘The Final Solution’  

In the early 1920s, after hearing Adolf Hitler 

speak in Munich, Germany, Höss renounced his 

Catholic faith and became one of the earliest 

members of the Nazi Party. First, he served a 

few years at the Dachau concentration camp. 

Having proved himself, in 1940 he was named 

the first commandant of Auschwitz, which he 

converted into what would become one of the 

largest death camps in world history. SS leader 

Heinrich Himmler put Höss in charge of carrying 

out in Auschwitz the “Final Solution,” the 

complete extermination of all Jews in Europe.                                              

 Though Höss denied ever killing anyone 

by his own hand, he was responsible for 

streamlining the execution process by introducing 

the lethal poison Zyklon B, which enabled the 

murder of as many as 2,000 people per hour.                 

A Calm Killer 

Despite overseeing the execution of millions, 

eyewitness accounts identified Höss as someone 

who always seemed calm and collected. He lived 

in a house with his family mere yards from the 

Auschwitz crematorium, kissing his wife each 

morning before work and tucking his five children 

into bed at night.  

After the war, Höss wrote:                                   

The gassing was carried out in the detention cells 

of Block 11. Protected by a gas mask, I watched 

the killing myself. In the crowded cells, death 

came instantaneously the moment the Zyklon B 

was thrown in. A short, almost smothered cry, 

and it was all over. … I must even admit that this 

gassing set my mind at rest, for the mass 

extermination of the Jews was to start soon.  

 Also under Höss’ watch, in the basement of 

block 11, prisoner number 16770 was  committed 

to a starvation cell before dying by lethal 

injection. That prisoner was the priest and martyr 

St. Maximilian Kolbe.                                              

 Any sense of sanctity, though, was far 

from Höss’ mind at this point.                                

 During these same years, however, Höss 

met a priest who would prove to have an impact 

on him. The Gestapo had arrested several 

Jesuits living in Krakow, Poland, and sent them 

to Auschwitz. The community’s superior, Fr. 

Władysław Lohn, SJ, happened to be absent at 

the time of the arrest. When he found out what 

happened to his religious brothers, (continued on 

next page.) 
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he sneaked into Auschwitz to find them. When 

the guards noticed Fr. Lohn, they took him to 

Höss to decide his fate. Impressed by the 

bravery of Fr. Lohn, Höss released the priest 

unharmed.                                        

The End and a New Beginning 

 After the war came to an end and Höss 

was captured, he was arraigned at the 

International Military Tribunal in Nuremberg and 

sentenced to death. Following his sentencing, 

Höss accepted his fate and did not appeal for 

leniency. Having spent time in a Polish prison, 

Höss experienced something that would lead to a 

conversion of heart. He wrote: 

         In Polish prisons I experienced for the first    

 time what human kindness is. Despite all 

 that has happened I have experienced 

 humane treatment which I could never 

 have expected, and which has deeply 

 shamed me. 

In prison, Höss came to realize that everything 

he had lived, worked, and killed for was based on 

a flawed ideology, and he repented. He said:  

 I have inflicted terrible wounds on 

 humanity. I have caused unspeakable 

 suffering for the Polish people in 

 particular. I am to pay for this with my life. 

 May the Lord God forgive one day what I 

 have done. 

 On Good Friday, April 4, 1947, awaiting 

execution, Höss asked to see a Catholic priest. 

The authorities had trouble finding a priest who 

spoke German, but Höss happened to remember 

the name of one: Fr. Władysław Lohn, the Jesuit 

he had once 

spared.                                                        

 Though it took many days, Höss’ captors 

finally found Fr. Lohn located in nearby Krakow. 

He happened to be praying at the Shrine of 

Divine Mercy, where St. Faustina, the Polish 

religious sister and mystic responsible for 

spreading devotion to the Divine Mercy, was laid 

to rest.                                        

 So, on April 10, 1947, the Thursday after 

Easter, three days before Divine Mercy Sunday, 

Fr. Lohn heard Höss’ Confession. The next day, 

Friday, Höss received Holy Communion. 

Afterward, he knelt in his cell and 

wept.                                                          

 On April 16, Höss was hanged on a one-

person gallows right outside of the gas chambers 

he had built in Auschwitz. The official report of 

his death said that Höss remained “completely 

calm right up to the end and expressed no final 

wishes.”       

 “It was a hard struggle,” Höss had written 

toward the end, “but I have again found my faith 

in my God.”                             

Reprinted from thedivinemercy.org/articles/divine-mercy-

and-commandant-auschwitz 
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Every year the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) 

organization publishes its “Holiday & Patriotic Song 
Book.”  The booklet contains the texts of several 

patriotic songs, e.g., “America the Beautiful,” “It’s a 

Grand Old Flag,” as well as the National Anthem, and 

most of the popular Christmas Carols.   

My mother’s three brothers all served in WWII, and 

one of them, my Uncle Rob, lost a leg in the Battle of 
the Bulge.  Since I’ve been on my own, as it were, I 

have contributed to the DAV; consequently, I receive 

the Holiday Booklet every year.  

Included for the past several years is a poem, written 

in the style of “The Night Before Christmas,” by a 

Marine named James M. Schmidt.  In previous 
December editions of Le Chevalier, I have included it.  

I include it as a tribute to all American military 

veterans as well as a tribute to Uncle Rob. I hope you 

will read it and consider the message that L/Corporal 

Schmidt intended when he wrote it.  

 

 Sgt. Woodrow W. Mayes, me, and Sgt. Robert D. Mayes 

My other uncle, James A. Mayes, was not yet old 

enough to join the military when this picture was 

taken.  These guys were my heroes, and they are all 

gone now. Uncle Rob suffered the rest of his life with 

issues resulting from the loss of his leg, but he was a 

seriously religious man who loved the Lord, and he 
never complained. He and his brothers had answered 

the call, and he was proud to serve his country. 

I hope, dear reader, that you will appreciate the poem 

and pardon me for indulging in a little personal 

reverie. 

JTW                                                                           

Disabled American Veterans                                                    
Cincinnati, Ohio 45250-0301                          

www,dav.org 

 

T’was the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,                                                                                                                       

in a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone.                                                                                                                            

I had come down the chimney with presents to give,                                                                                                                                                   

and to see just who in this home did live.                                                                                                                             

I looked all about, a strange sight I did see,                                                                                                                               

no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree. 

No stocking by mantle, just boots filled with sand,                                                                                                                

and on the wall pictures of far distant lands.                                                                                                            

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds,                                                                                                                                 

a sobering thought came to my mind.                                                                                                                                            

For this house was different, so dark and so dreary,                                                                                                              

the home of a soldier, now I could see clearly.      

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,                                                                                                                                                     

curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home.                                                                                                                 

The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder,                                                                                                                  

not how I pictured a United States soldier.                                                                                                                                 

Was this the hero of whom I’d just read?                                                                                                                

Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed? 

I realized the families that I saw this night,                                                                                                                             

owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight.                                                                                      

Soon ‘round the world, the children would play,                                                                                                                      

and grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas day.                                                                                                         

They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,                                                                                                                   

because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.  

I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone,                                                                                                                           

on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home.                                                                                                                      

The very thought brought a tear to my eye,                                                                                                                                 

I dropped to my knees and started to cry.                                                                                                                                   

The soldier awakened and I heard a rough voice,                                                                                                                

“Santa, Don’t cry; this life is my choice;   

“I fight for freedom, I don’t ask for more,                                                                                                                                    

my life is my God, my country my corps.”                                                                                                                                   

The soldier rolled over and soon drifted to sleep,                                                                                                                             

I couldn’t control it, I continued to weep.                                                                                                                                     

I kept watch for hours, so silent and still,                                                                                                                                  

and we both shivered from the cold evening’s chill.  

I didn’t want to leave on that cold, dark night,                                                                                                                               

this guardian of honor so willing to fight.                                                                                                                                      

Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure,                                                                                                             

whispered, “Carry on, Santa, it’s Christmas Day, all is secure.”                                                                                            

One look at my watch, and I knew he was right.                                                                                                                   

“Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good night.”   

By Lance Corporal James M. Schmidt   
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Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Church, Puerto Vallarta, 

Mexico 

Interior of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Church, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 

Faithful readers of Le Chevalier may recall that when I travel, I try to snap a few pictures and 

include a little commentary on the church I attend while away from St. Bernadette.  I had the 

pleasure of spending a week in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico—Thanksgiving week at that.  Yes, we did 

have turkey with all the trimmings. To our great surprise, my wife’s sister-in-law had prepared a 

sweet potato covered with melted marshmallows dish that was almost as good as the one my 

mother (and now my wife) used to make when I was a kid. But we did have dinner in a couple of 

great restaurants as well.                                                                                                                                

 Since I didn’t know that I’d be attending the church of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Puerto 

Vallarta, I thought it an interesting coincidence that I had already prepared an article for this 

edition of Le Chevalier about Our Lady’s Apparition in 1531. As you can see from the pictures 

above, it is a beautiful church.  Before beginning the Mass, the celebrant read the names of all 

(except mine; I didn’t know I could have my name added to a list.) the visitors to that Mass. And 

it was a truly international group that day.  The priest himself was a visitor from someplace in 

Texas.  The 10:00 AM Mass was advertised as a “bi-lingual” Mass. It was all in English except for 

the homily, which was delivered twice: once in English and once in Spanish.  I don’t get to travel 

that much, but when I do, it’s always rewarding to attend Mass in the local church.  jtw 
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Healing Rosary 6:30 
pm 
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The Immaculate 
Conception of the 
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St. Sylvester 

January 2023 
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· Brian Abernathy                           · Diane McMahon                          · Joe Wood Good of the Order Prayer List                                       

·  Theodore Billings                         · Kaye & Richard Minchey            · Susan Wood                         November 2022                                                        

· Ed Carl         · Al & Judy Mozingo               · Kim McGarry                                                                                                            

· David Carlisi                         · Abigale Munks             ·  SK Dick Bombeck      Brothers, please  join us as we pray for                                                      

· Mary Caroline                                · Frances Decordovana                                 these Knights and their families:                                                                  

· Carrie Cefalu                             · Beverly Neely                                                                                                           

· William Davis              ·  Francesca Norante                                                                                

·  Barbara Day        · Marie Hindermann                                                                                               

·  Bill Day            · Gary Norton                                                                                                               

· Lynn Evans        · Tim Orlinski                                                                                                   

·  SK Ric Fichera             · Junior Ortega                                                                                      

·  Michael Gatz            · Christine Pate                                                                                  

· Harry Cameron             · Isabelle Pate                                All of our Clergy:                                                                                          

· Patricia Greifme        · Kelly Patterson                                                                                   

· Rachel Harford              · SK Steve Pirrone                   Fr. Don Kline, Fr. John Lankeit, Deacon Al, Deacon Frank, Deacon Peter                                              

· Terry Hargis           ·  Ursula Orlinski                       Auriemma, Fr. Spina; continue to protect us from the deadly Corona virus in all                               

·  Juan Herrick                                 · Loretta Rizzo                     of its variants.  Protect the Ukrainian nation and its people. For the good health                  

· Jerry Hindemann                         ·  SK Mike Miller                  of all Knights and their families and our own Knights who continue to find the                          

· Brian Jacobson               · Miguel Angel Samaniego                                       strength and the will to keep coming out to do God’s will;                                                   

· Ray Klodt                         · Lynn Sell                       For the safety and good health of all                                                                         

· Connie Lindemann           · Jack Smalley                                                       our military, police, and fire fighters;                                                     

· Donna Lomio               · SK Mike Smalley   Supreme Court Justices, and all Crisis Pregnancy Centers                                         

·  Joey Marino                                  ·  Lorene Solomon                                                                                                                                                                                                   

· SK Brian Mastro                         ·  Billy Spanko                                                               

·  Jon Kanochmus                          · Debbie Wood  

 

 

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2022-2023 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        Dennis Logue               602-595-1460                             1st Degree Team                                                               

Chaplain                Fr. Don Kline                480-905-0221                             Blood Drive           Dennis Logue               602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight   SK Tom Munks             480-241-0578                            Oktoberfest          SK Jerry Wood              602-568-2779        

Chancellor            Ignacio Heredia            808-628-0509                            Social Committee (Volunteer needed)                                

Financial Sec.       SK Michael Smalley     602-799-2256                            Italian Dinner                                                                  

Treasurer              SK Richard Welp          602-826-1241                            Food for the Poor   SK Santo Granziano   602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460                            Tootsie Roll Drive SK Vince Cefalu             602-350-9106                                                                                                         

Advocate               SK Michael Dill            760-213-3737                             Rosary Sunday      Chair needed                                               

Warden                 SK Vince Cefalu            602-350-9106                            Free Throw Contest   Dennis Logue           602-595-1460                                                                                                            

Outside Guard      Justin Navarre              248-806-0769                           Le  Chevalier Graphic Design                      SK Don Tellis                                                                                                    

Inside Guard         Tim Olinski                    602-568-0982                            Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament       SK Lou DeLuco      

3yr Trustee            SK Martin C. Perez      602-418-6511                                                                                                  SK Richard Welp                                                                                         

2yr Trustee            SK Jerry Wood              602-568-2779                             Editor: SK Jerry Wood                                                                                                             

1yr Trustee            SK Gene Arvizu             480-776-4794                                                                    

                                                                                                   

SK Jerry Wood 
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The Story of the 
Immaculate 
Conception of  

Mary  

A feast called the Conception of 
Mary arose in the Eastern 
Church in the seventh century. 
It came to the West in the 
eighth century. In the 11th 
century it received its present 
name, the Immaculate 
Conception. In the 18th century 
it became a feast of the 
universal Church. It is now 

recognized as a solemnity. 

In 1854, Pius IX solemnly 
proclaimed: “The most Blessed 
Virgin Mary, in the first instant 
of her conception, by a singular 
grace and privilege granted by 
almighty God, in view of the 
merits of Jesus Christ, the 
savior of the human race, was 
preserved free from all stain of 

original sin.” 

It took a long time for this 
doctrine to develop. While many 
Fathers and Doctors of the 
Church considered Mary the 
greatest and holiest of the 
saints, they often had difficulty 
in seeing Mary as sinless—
either at her conception or 
throughout her life. This is one 
of the Church teachings that 
arose more from the piety of the 
faithful than from the insights of 
brilliant theologians. Even such 

champions of Mary 
as Bernard of 
Clairvaux and 
Thomas  Aquinas 
could not see 
theological 
justification for this 
teaching.   

 Two Franciscans, 
William of Ware and 
Blessed John Duns 
Scotus, helped develop 
the theology. They pointed out that Mary’s Immaculate 
Conception enhances Jesus’ redemptive work. Other 
members of the human race are cleansed from original 
sin after birth. In Mary, Jesus’ work was so powerful as 

to prevent original sin at the outset.                                   

Reflection 

In Luke 1:28 the angel Gabriel, speaking on God’s 
behalf, addresses Mary as “full of grace” or “highly 
favored”. In that context, this phrase means that Mary is 
receiving all the special divine help necessary for the 
task ahead. However, the Church grows in 
understanding with the help of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 
led the Church, especially non-theologians, to the insight 
that Mary had to be the most perfect work of God next to 
the Incarnation. Or rather, Mary’s intimate association 
with the Incarnation called for the special involvement of 

God in Mary’s whole life. 

The logic of piety helped God’s people to believe that 
Mary was full of grace and free of sin from the first 
moment of her existence. Moreover, this great privilege 
of Mary is the highlight of all that God has done in Jesus. 
Rightly understood, the incomparable holiness of Mary 

shows forth the incomparable goodness of God. 

 

   Merry Christmas!
 

St. Bernadette, 
oro pro nobis! 

   

 

St. Bernadette 

Council 12164 

16245 N. 60th Street   

Scottsdale, AZ 

85254  

Phone: 

(480) 905-0221 

Fax:(480)905-0249 

 

Le Chevalier 

 

We’re on the Web!                      

See us at: 

www.kofc12164.org  
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