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Le Chevalier

Grand Knight's
Message

WGK Martin Perez

My Dear
Brothers:

As we begin
Advent, let’s
take time in our busy lives to

remember how fortunate and
thankful we are to have Christ in our
lives.

We had a few key activities again to
keep us busy, and | would like to
thank all Knights who participated in
our Parish activities.

A big Thank You goes out to Dan
Conway and Michael Dill for leading
our efforts in selling this year’s St.
Joseph Sunday Missals. Clearly they
were very much appreciated by or
Parish as our first batch was sold out
on the first weekend. Dan has
ordered a second batch of Missals.

We again reconstructed the Nativity
Manger. It is a beautiful display and
again is a showcase for our Parish. |
would like to acknowledge Dr. Jim
Mead for his efforts in designing and
directing the reconstruction of the
beautiful Nativity Manger.

Our council will also be participating
in our Parish’s Annual Christmas Tree
Celebration on December 12th. Our
Council will again be providing a Hot
Dog and Chip lunch for
approximately 200+ attendees and
volunteers. We are hoping each child

will be able to leave with a new bike this year to help make
their celebration of Christmas just a little more
memorable. Thank you to Ignacio Heredia and his wife for
managing the fundraising, purchase and assembly of all
these bikes. It is a major undertaking and very much
appreciated. Santa will again be present and will be a
(surprise) Knight. Thanks to all who are able to assist in
this event.

Please visit the newly remodeled Adoration Chapel, it is a
beautiful chapel and a wonderful location to spend an
hour in prayer with our Lord. Again this is a special time of
the year; please keep Christ in mind as you celebrate his
Birth and all the good he has brought to your family and
friends.

| again remind each of you to reach out to a Catholic
Gentlemen who is not a Knight and invite them to join us.
It is a rewarding experience and provides them with
another way to be a role model to their families and a
contributor to our Parish community.

Please pray for those less fortunate and those affected by
the COVID 19 virus. Let’s hope the vaccination is effective
and arrives soon. Please visit our website (kofc12164.org)
to get the latest news and calendar of our events. |
welcome your input and suggestions so that we can
continually improve upon our contributions to the Parish
community.

Please pray for those less fortunate and those affected by
the COVID 19 virus. Let’s hope the vaccination is effective
and arrives soon. Please visit our website (kofc12164.org)
to get the latest news and calendar of our events. |
welcome your input and suggestions so that we can
continually improve upon our contributions to the Parish
community.

| continue to ask you to pray for me as | hope that God will
provide me with the insight and knowledge to serve you in
the manner you deserve. God Bless you All.

Vivat Jesus,
Maxtin C Perez

SK Martin C Perez
Grand Knight
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Keep Christ in
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Saint of the Month
Saint Nicholas
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(March 15, 270 — December 6, 343)

Saint Nicholas’ Story

The absence of the “hard facts” of
history is not necessarily an obstacle to
the popularity of saints, as the devotion
to Saint Nicholas shows. Both the
Eastern and Western Churches honor
him, and it is claimed that after the
Blessed Virgin, he is the saint most
pictured by Christian artists. And yet
historically, we can pinpoint only the fact
that Nicholas was the fourth-century
bishop of Myra, a city in Lycia, a
province of Asia Minor (Turkey).

As with many of the saints, however, we
are able to capture the relationship
which Nicholas had with God through
the admiration which Christians have
had for him—an admiration expressed
in the colorful stories which have been
told and retold through the centuries.

Perhaps the best-known story about
Nicholas concerns his charity toward a
poor man who was unable to provide
dowries for his three daughters of
marriageable age. Rather than see them
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forced into
prostitution,
Nicholas
secretly
tossed a bag
of gold
through the
poor man’s
window on
three
separate
occasions,
thus enabling
the
daughters to
be married.

Overthe ¢t Nicholas, ora
centuries, ]

this particular pro nobis!

legend

evolved into the custom of gift-giving on
the saint’s feast. In the English-speaking
countries, Saint Nicholas became, by a
twist of the tongue, Santa Claus—
further expanding the example of
generosity portrayed by this holy bishop.

Reflection

The critical eye of modern history makes
us take a deeper look at the legends
surrounding Saint Nicholas. But perhaps
we can utilize the lesson taught by his
legendary charity, look deeper at our
approach to material goods in the
Christmas season, and seek ways to
extend our sharing to those in real need.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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South Korea Wants to
Legalize Abortions Up
to 24 Weeks When

Babies are Viable

INTERNATIONAL RIGHT TO LIFE UK NOV 9,
2020 | 7:49PM SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA

The Government in South Korea has
announced their intention to introduce a
bill that would allow abortion across the nation.

Korea’s Ministry of Justice revealed earlier this
month that they would bring forth legislation
that would allow for abortion up to 24 weeks.

Abortion is currently permitted in the Republic
of Korea under certain circumstances, such as
significant risk of serious injury or death, or if
the pregnancy results from rape or incest.

However, the Government are looking to
expand those conditions. The Government’s
release states that the introduction of abortion
would, at minimum, allow abortion to take
place up to 14 weeks in pregnancy.

However, it is believed the proposals could be
even more extreme and allow abortion on
demand up to 14 weeks, and under certain
circumstances, including ‘extenuating medical
or economic circumstances’, up to 24 weeks.

In overseas juristictions with similar grounds for
abortion through to 24 weeks, this has in
practice allowed de-facto abortion on demand.
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University professor, Song Young-chae, who is
against a change in law told DW: “flegalising
abortion] goes against Korean values, our
ancestors and society. Koreans... will always
value all life, even if it is unborn.”

In April 2019, the Korean Supreme
Court declared that the country’s current
abortion law is unconstitutional.

A similar case tried before the court in 2012
upheld the Act as constitutional.

After declaring the abortion law
unconstitutional, the Supreme court ordered
the legislature to amend the law by 31
December 2020 or the abortion law will
become null and void.

LifeNews Note: Republished with permission
from Right to Life UK

A Christmas Prayer

God of love and mercy,

in this season of Christmas
we offer you

our thanks and praise.

We want to spread
the word of peace you give us
through Jesus Christ.

May the birth of your Son
overcome human suffering,
calm our fears,

and bring peace to our homes,
our families, and the world.

Amen

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Food for the Poor Project

Hello to all our volunteer friends:
This week starts the Christmas
season, Advent is time to prepare
for the birth of Christ. This is time
of giving that faith, which keeps
us open to discovering reason to
have hope. Faith gives assurance
that our indwelling soul will lead
us to accomplish all that we set
out to achieve. Our volunteers

do that 365 days of the year; with the help of each one,
we deliver hope to the homeless at Chris Becker House,
St Vincent De Paul. Our friends at Chris Becker House
are in NEED OF SOCKS, UNDERWEAR, AND
DEODORANT,for MEN AND WOMEN. This is an
opportunity if you would like to take some of those items
on your day of service, they would really appreciate it.
Thanks again to all our volunteers.

SK Santo Graziano

IMPORTANT: Wash hands before and after and always
wear a mask. Keep everyone safe.

IMPORTANT: If you don't want to take items into the
building, a table is set up in front of St Vincent De Paul.

Joke of the Week: What do you call a biscuit that's
terrible at playing the guitar? A dodgy jammer

Knights Of Columbus Food For The Poor Project
Chairperson and Committee, Santo Graziano
cell: 602-321-167

Larry Brainard, St. Barnabas Episcopal

Church

Robert and Jackie Franciosi

Mike and Susan Dalton

Courtney Corgan West Phoenix

Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr.

Field Agent, FIC

(623) 640-0436 Cell
wes.casaus@kofc.org
www.azkofcwes.com

Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD
Career Opportunity Member of KofC since 2005

Knights of Columbus I
INSURANCE

YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE A 4
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Se. Bernadette Adoration Chapel

St. Bernadette’ s new Adoration Chapel. Sign up for an
hour of prayer today.

Wnd she gave birth to her
firstborn son.

She wrapped him in
swaddling clothes

and laid Him in a

manger.
-LUuke 2.7

Knights Prayer

Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, bless all
the activities of our Order. Keep us true
to our pledge, to extend the kingship of
thy divine son on earth. Through Thine
intercession, win for us the grace, ever to
exemplify in our public and private lives,
the virtues that should characterize those
especially dedicated to the service of the
heavenly court. Make us always aware
that as your Knights, we are constantly
observed, our faith judged, and our
Order appreciated. Accept, O Mary, this
renewed pledge of fealty and devotion,
of Thy Servants, the Knights of Columbus.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Monthly Pancake Breakfast

Third Sunday of every month
between September and May
$5.00 Family: $15.00

Join us in the Parish Hall!

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and
Sausage! Soon! We hope.
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Building the Domestic Church
while strengthbening our Parish.

Grotto on the campus of Mt. St. John, Bergamo,
Beavercreek, Ohio

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Figure 1: Deacon Al, Dr. Jim Mead, and George Mead at
this year's resetting of our beautiful Christmas Manger Figure 4: The kids work right along with their dads.

scene, designed and built by Dr. Mead.
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Figure 2: SK Dr. Jim and SK Gene Arvizu at work. : =

Figure 5: It's a family affair: the Mead kids and the Arivizu
kids work with their dads. Some future Knights here...!

Figure 3: WGK SK Martin Perez pauses for a picture.

Figure 6: Voila! Photos by Gene Arvizu
St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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A message from Brother Knights in Germany
My dear Brothers

I published this Christmas story last year in our December
edition, and I like it so much that | hoped you might enjoy
reading it again. JTW

The Christmas story below was written by our Brother, Hans-
Georg Pesch, who serves as the Prior of the German
Brotherhood of the Knights of Ss. Peter and Paul in Lower
Saxony, Germany:

Dear Sisters, Brothers, and
friends,

The time of peace and tranquility
has come at the end of a
successful year of our
Brotherhood of Knights of St.
Peter & St. Paul. The days have
become shorter and it gets dark earlier. This time is
reminding us to shorten our steps and to come to rest in
our hearts.

I would like to tell a little story for those whose success
with allowing inner peace and serenity to return hasn’t
been totally fruitful.

Dialogue with a Christmas tree!

As in previous years, after dark | went through the
streets of our town and watched the hustle and bustle of
the people. Occasionally, | was with friends on the way
to chop down a tree, and if it was especially cold, to
drink mulled wine. | often watched when the trees were
cut and regretted it: because, for me, they were living
things, which lost their lives for a few days of Christmas
perhaps until New Year’s Day.

So | sat quietly absorbed in my own thoughts, when | felt
a soft voice in me.

"Why so sad, my friend?"

At first | couldn’t tell who had spoken to me and looked

around, to see which of the many people had spoken to
me. For sure they were busy with chopping down trees

or drinking mulled wine with their friends. They couldn’t
have spoken to me.

Nearby, | discovered a beautifully grown fir. Its branches
were spread from the top to the lower branches in a
beautifully shaped, symmetrical waffle pattern.
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"I'm the one who had asked you about your sadness,"
said the fir, "Now tell me about your grief."

"I'm sad that you have to lose your life for one season of
Christmas," | replied. "It's bad enough that we humans
too often thoughtlessly deal with nature, including you--
and that only for a few days. Where is the sense in this
painful matter?"

"Please, do not grieve because we serve you. We were
grown in nurseries just for this time, in order to brighten
the dark days through our green, our aroma, as well as
the lights with which you decorate us. Look, it's better to
set us up in your good homes and decorate us rather
than those artificial and harmful Christmas trees made of
plastic, which are very harmful to nature, as well as to
us. Even if we have to die here, we are engaged in the
eternal cycle of life. To be and to depart—and again to
be. This is our nature, which must be followed, and also
ultimately applies to everything that lives. So also to you.

“Also we remind you, that nature takes its time to sleep
and to awaken in the spring. We are the hope for growth
and the emergence of the new life of the coming spring
during these high holy days also. The lights with which
you decorate us, to you, who are looking for the light
during the dark period, show that the light that lit your
homes, however, is even present in you.

“So, the way you decorate us, so are you also in your
heart. We go outside the symbolic medium, and no
artificial Christmas tree can achieve that, my friend.

“For this reason, we are also not grieved if we have to
die, for we are intended to serve you; we do so with
great pleasure, and in the knowledge that we rise anew
and grow, perhaps even in the next year to delight you
once more and to kindle the lights in your hearts."

After | had heard the fir tree’s words, | felt a little easier
in my heart because | had well understood the deeper
meaning in the short life of a Christmas tree and thanked
it for enlightening me. And | began to hope that | would
find this fir again next Christmas.

Now, after this conversation, | will go with an especially
big heart through the streets of our city and look at every
light-filled window and every Christmas tree on the
squares and gardens in silence and bring the words of
the fir tree with its waffle pattern into memory and with
joy in all contemplation celebrate Christmas.

| wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a very happy
New Year, Dear Sisters and Brothers.

Hans-Georg Pesch Translated by Jerry Wood

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Abortions in the U.S.
Hit All-Time Low, More

Babies Saved From

Abortion Than Ever

NATIONAL STEVEN ERTELT, MICAIAH BILGER NOV 25,
2020 | 3:59PM WASHINGTON, DC

Americans have another reason to give thanks this
week. A new report from the Centers for Disease
Control shows abortions have once again hit an all-time
low as more babies are being saved from abortion than
ever before.

The abortion decline was widespread. Not every state
reports its abortion data to the CDC, but of the states
that do 29 of them saw declines in their abortion rates.
California, Maryland, and New Hampshire did not report
abortion statistics to the CDC and, as a result, the actual
number of babies killed in abortions is higher — usually
estimated to be around 900,000 a year.

Looking at the data more historically,the number of
babies killed in abortions has dropped 21.8% since 2009
and the abortion rate has declined 24.2 percent, making
it clear that lifesaving efforts such as pregnancy centers
across the nation have helped and supported more
women as they give birth instead of having abortions.
The abortion rate has declined over 50% since 1980.

From 2009 to 2018, the total number of reported
abortions, abortion rate, and abortion ratio decreased
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22% (from 786,621), 24% (from 14.9 abortions per 1,000
women aged 15-44 years), and 16% (from 224
abortions per 1,000 live births), respectively.

Despite the decline and more babies saved, the number
of children killed in abortions is still staggering, as the
CDC indicated 619,591 babies had their lives ended by
abortion in 2018. And despite the overall decline from its
last report covering 2016 to this one covering 2018, the
number of abortions in 2018 increased slightly by 1%
from the 2017 levels..

The CDC indicates young women continue to have more
abortions than other age groups.

In 2018, women in their 20s accounted for more than
half of abortions (57.7%). In 2018 and during 2009—
2018, women aged 20—24 and 25-29 years accounted
for the highest percentages of abortions; in 2018, they
accounted for 28.3% and 29.4% of abortions,
respectively, and had the highest abortion rates (19.1
and 18.5 per 1,000 women aged 20-24 and 25-29
years, respectively). By contrast, adolescents aged <15
years and women aged 240 years accounted for the
lowest percentages of abortions (0.2% and 3.6%,
respectively) and had the lowest abortion rates (0.4 and
2.6 per 1,000 women aged <15 and 240 years,
respectively). However, abortion ratios in 2018 and
throughout 2009-2018 were highest among adolescents
(aged <19 years) and lowest among women aged 25—-39
years.

But the good news is “Abortion rates decreased from
2009 to 2018 for all women, regardless of age.”

The decrease in abortion rate was highest among
adolescents compared with women in any other age
group. From 2009 to 2013, the abortion rates decreased
for all age groups and from 2014 to 2018, the abortion
rates decreased for all age groups, except for women
aged 30-34 years and those aged 240 years. In
addition, from 2017 to 2018, abortion rates did not
change or decreased among women aged <24 and 240
years; however, the abortion rate increased among
women aged 25—-39 years. Abortion ratios also
decreased from 2009 to 2018 among all women, except
adolescents aged <15 years. The decrease in abortion
ratio was highest among women aged 240 years
compared with women in any other age group. The
abortion ratio decreased for all age groups from 2009 to
2013; however, from 2014 to 2018, abortion ratios only
decreased for women aged 235 years. From 2017 to

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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2018, abortion ratios increased for all age groups,
except women aged 240 years.

Most all abortions involved killing babies between 7 and
13 weeks of age, but 9% of all abortions involved killing
older babies past 13 weeks. And 1% of abortions killed

babies at or after viability, meaning abortions killed over
6,100 viable babies.

The CDC also indicated that half of abortions now
involve the dangerous mifepristone abortion drug while
the other half remain surgical abortions. When it comes
to later abortions, the CDC report shows more surgical
abortions are done to end babies’ lives than abortions
with the pills.

The abortion industry continues to target black women
and, as a result, they continue having abortion at much
higher rates than women of other ethnicity.

“Among the 31 areas that reported race/ethnicity data for

2018, non-Hispanic White women and non-Hispanic
Black women accounted for the largest percentages of
all abortions (38.7% and 33.6%, respectively), and
Hispanic women and non-Hispanic women in the other

race category accounted for smaller percentages (20.0%

and 7.7%, respectively),” the CDC reports. “Non-
Hispanic White women had the lowest abortion rate (6.3

abortions per 1,000 women) and ratio (110 abortions per

1,000 live births), and non-Hispanic Black women had
the highest abortion rate (21.2 abortions per 1,000
women) and ratio (335 abortions per 1,000 live births).”

Abortion also continues to be used as a method of birth
control as 23.9% of women having an abortion had
previously had one abortion, 9.9% had previously had
two abortions, and 6.4% had previously had three or
more abortions.

Overall, the news is encouraging for pro-life advocates
who are working to empower pregnant mothers to
choose life and to restore legal protections to unborn
babies.

From providing free diapers and ultrasounds to
educating parenting students about their rights on
campus, to sidewalk counseling to laws that protect
unborn babies from brutal dismemberment abortions,
pro-life leaders are making a difference in the lives of
countless families every single day.

Not since the U.S. Supreme Court allowed abortion on
demand in 1973 through Roe v. Wade have abortion
numbers been so low. An estimated 62 million unborn
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babies have been aborted since the infamous case was
handed down.

Pope Francis Urges
Argentina to Reject
Abortion: Says Unborn

Babies are Human

Beings

INTERNATIONAL MICAIAH BILGER DEC 2,
2020 | 12:43PM BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA

Pope Francis emphasized that rights for unborn babies
are based in science, not just religion, this week as he
encouraged pro-lifers in Argentina to stand strong
against a bill to legalize abortions.

Crux reports the pope’s comments came from a letter
that he wrote to Father Pepe Di Paolas, a priest who
serves impoverished families in Buenos Aires.

“The issue of abortion is not essentially religious. It is a
human problem prior to any religious option,” Pope
Francis wrote in the letter. “The abortion issue must be
addressed scientifically.”

Di Paola said the pope believes many people mistakenly
think abortion is a matter of opinion, a religious issue,
and not one based in facts or science.

An example of this science denial, Argentina Health
Minister Gines Gonzales Garcia recently claimed “there

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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are not two lives as some [pro-lifers] say,” according to
the report.

“There’s clearly a single person and the other is a
phenomenon. If it were not like that, we would be facing
the greatest universal genocide, [because] more than
half the civilized world allows it,” said Gonzales Garcia,
who supports the pro-abortion bill.

But Gonzales Garcia is wrong about the science and
right about abortion being mass genocide. As Di Paola
and Pope Francis highlighted, an unborn baby is already
a unique, living human being from the moment of
conception, and scientists now are able to read their
complete DNA sequence before birth. Some abortionists
even admit that life begins at conception and they are
killing human beings.

Di Paola warned that by legalizing abortion and deviating
from the truth that “every life has value,” other lives also
will be at risk. He said “the elimination of the elderly
disguised with the euphemism of a dignified death,
‘consummating the exclusion of the weakest” through
assisted suicide and euthanasia could be next, the
report continues.

“Deputies and senators: don’t put yourself in God’s
place, let science speak seriously, rule for the poor and
not for the enlightened capitalist elites, Di Paola said.
“Let us all make a country where life is loved, a country
where the Pope can feel comfortable when he decides to
come.”

The Catholic bishops in Argentina are encouraging
people to pray in unity on Dec. 8 for unborn babies,
according to the report.

Last weekend, pro-lifers held huge, peaceful protests
across the country to voice their opposition to President
Alberto Fernandez’s pro-abortion bill. If it passes, the
legislation would legalize the killing of unborn babies for
any reason up to 14 weeks of pregnancy. Lawmakers
are debating the bill this week.

Currently, Argentina bans abortions except in cases of
rape or threats to the mother’s life. Most countries in
Central and South America protect unborn babies from
abortion.

Pope Francis, previously the archbishop of Buenos
Aires, has been writing letters of encouragement to pro-
lifers throughout the country. Last week, he wrote an
open letter to pro-life women leaders who have been
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fighting for years to preserve protections for unborn
babies in their homeland.

“Is it fair to eliminate a human life to solve a problem? Is
it fair to hire a hitman to solve a problem?” the pope
wrote, adding that the pro-life women “know what life is.”

Wide-spread public opposition stopped a similar bill from
passing in 2018, and pro-life advocates hope to do so
again. In 2019, approximately 2 million Argentines
participated in the country’s March for Life in Buenos
Aires. Thousands more protested in March after
Fernandez first announced his plans to legalize abortion
on demand.

However, pro-abortion groups, backed by some of the
richest men in the world, continue to put intense
pressure on Argentina and other countries to legalize
abortion on demand

ACTION ALERT: Contact the Argentina
Senate and Chamber of Deputies to oppose the hill.

New coalition
champions spiritual
rights of patients

N d
Doctor holding cross and praying. Credit: Florin
Deperin/Shutterstock

By Matt Hadro

Washington, D.C. Newsroom, Dec 2, 2020 /
03:00 pm MT (CNA).- A new coalition seeks to
promote the rights of hospital patients to have
“reasonable” access to family and clergy during
the pandemic.

(continued on p. 13)
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https://www.lifenews.com/2020/11/25/pope-francis-opposes-argentina-bill-legalizing-abortions-dont-eliminate-human-life-to-solve-a-problem/
https://www.lifenews.com/2019/03/25/almost-two-million-people-march-for-life-in-argentina-to-stand-against-abortion/
https://www.lifenews.com/2019/03/25/almost-two-million-people-march-for-life-in-argentina-to-stand-against-abortion/
https://www.lifenews.com/2020/03/09/thousands-of-pro-life-people-in-argentina-rally-against-legislation-to-legalize-abortion/
https://www.lifenews.com/2018/01/15/george-soros-sends-large-illegal-donation-to-amnesty-international-to-push-legalizing-abortion-in-ireland/
https://www.lifenews.com/2018/01/15/george-soros-sends-large-illegal-donation-to-amnesty-international-to-push-legalizing-abortion-in-ireland/
https://www.senado.gob.ar/
https://www.senado.gob.ar/
https://www.hcdn.gob.ar/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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December Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Sunday
29 30 1 2 3 4 5
LA A Officers’ Nativity Manger
e Meeting 7:00 Construction
PM
7 8 9 10 11 12
oL The Immaculate Council Angel Tree Party
i/ Conception of the Meeting
Blessed Virgin 7:00 PM
Mary
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
21 22 23 24 25 26
7 FHerey
( hrishmas
27 28 29 30 31 1 2
Happy New
Year!
January 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
27 28 29 30 31 2
3 4 5 6 7 9
Officers’
Meeting
7:00 pm
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
. Council
Meeting
7:00 PM
:-17. 18 19 20 21 22 23
ety Priests’
@ Appreciation
S Dinner
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
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The Health Care Civil Rights Task Force is a
project of the Christ Medicus Foundation,
the National Catholic Bioethics Center
(NCBC), the Terri Schiavo Life and Hope
Network, and other groups. The task force
issued a statement on Nov. 19 calling for
the protection of civil rights during the
pandemic, “"Defending the Fundamental
Dignity and Health Care Civil Rights of All.”

The NCBC's Dr. Jozef Zalot explained the
significance of the statement on the rights
of hospital patients to clergy and family
visitation during the pandemic.

“"We've have been stating that since the
spring,” Zalot told CNA on Wednesday. "It is
absolutely essential,” he said, “that people
not have to die alone, and we’re hearing
that in consults.” Families have called the
center for bioethical consultations, he said,
having to make life-or-death decisions for
their loved ones while not allowed to be
physically present with them at the hospital.

“It's a huge issue, not only for the patients
but for the family members,” Zalot said.
“They're being denied access to see their
loved ones, to interact with them, to say
goodbye to them, to receive the sacraments
of the Church. It's a huge, huge civil rights
issue.”

Strict hospital visitation policies during the
pandemic have received repeated attention
from the Office of Civil Rights at the
Department of Health and Human Services,
which has intervened in several cases for
patients to have access to clergy and for
disabled patients to have access to an
advocate.

In the statement on civil rights in health
care, the coalition also called for
preservation of access to the sacraments for
the faithful and opposition to health care
rationing based on a “value” of one’s life.

The statement’s authors warned that state
and local COVID restrictions reflect a
“chasm” where “[t]he spiritual is
increasingly being forgotten, ignored, and
trampled,” as churches are closed by public
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orders and the sacraments are denied to
COVID patients.

Members of the Health Care Civil Rights
Task Force include National Catholic
Bioethics Center (NCBC) president Joseph
Meaney, Bobby Schindler—the brother of
Terri Schiavo—and officials at the Christ
Medicus Foundation and Healthcare
Advocacy Leadership Organization.

“A secular view sees saving the physical life of a
person as the only goal that matters,” the
statement reads. “Faith and reason recognize
that both care for spiritual health and care for
emotional health are essential parts of health
care.”

“However much government and courts want to
keep people safe, the rights of the family are
preeminent above the rights of the state,” the
statement says. “"There is no reason that PPE
[personal protective equipment] cannot be used
to allow reasonable visitation from loved ones in
health care settings during this pandemic.”

Meaney, in particular, issued a statement in
November on “the right not to be forced to die
alone.” He stated that “simply denying all
visitation is an unreasonable policy” for hospitals,
and argued for patients and families to have a
say in “restricted visitation.”

Meaney has said he was actually hospitalized
with a heart condition in May, but could not have
a Catholic priest visit to administer Last Rites.
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‘Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone
in a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone.
| had come down the chimney with presents to give,
and to see just who in this house did live.

I looked all about, a strange sight | did see,

no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.

No stocking by mantle, just boots filled with sand,
and on the wall pictures of far distant lands.

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds,

a sobering thought came to my mind.

For this house was different, so dark and so dreary,
the home of a soldier, now | could see clearly.

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,

curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home.
The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder,
not how | pictured a United States soldier.

Was this the hero of whom I'd just read?

Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?

| realized the families that | saw this night,

owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight.

Soon round the world, the children would play,

and gown-ups would celebrate a bright Christmas Day.
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,
because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.

I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone,

on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home.
The very thought brought a tear to my eye,

| dropped to my knees and started to cry.

The soldier awakened and | heard a rough voice,
“Santa, don’t cry, this life is my choice,

| fight for freedom, | don’t ask for more,

my life is my God, my country, my corps.”

The soldier rolled over and soon drifted to sleep,

| couldn’t control it, | continued to weep.

| kept watch for hours, so silent and still,

and we both shivered from the cold evening’s chill.

| didn’t want to leave on that cold, dark, night,
this guardian of honor so willing to fight.
Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure,

whispered, “Carry on, Santa, it’s Christmas Day, all is secure.’

One look at my watch, and | knew he was right.
“Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good night.”

By Lance Corporal James M. Schmidt
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The Night Before Christmas

LO | AM WITH YOU ALWAYS

This poem was taken from the Disabled
American Veterans’
“Holiday and Patriotic Song Book.”
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Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2020-2021

Officers:

Grand Knight SK Martin Perez

Chaplain Fr. Don Kline
D. Grand Knight Dennis Logue
Chancellor SK Chris Smith

Financial Sec. ~ SK Michael Smalley

Treasurer SK Richard Welp
Recorder SK Frank Scarpone
Advocate SK Michael Dill
Warden SK Vince Cefalu
Outside Guard  Justin Navarre
Inside Guard Ignacio Heredia

3yr Trustee SK William Torresala
SK Gene Arvizu

SK Jerry Wood

2yr Trustee
1yr Trustee

602-418-6511
480-905-0221
602-595-1460
602-622-4805
602-799-2256
602-826-1241
480-540-8460
760-213-3737
602-350-9106
248-806-0769
623-628-6392
404-668-9399
480-776-4794
602-568-2779

Committee Chairmen:

480-686-9256
602-595-1460
602-568-2779

1* Degree Team SK Dan Conway
Blood Drive Dennis Logue
Oktoberfest SK Jerry Wood
Social Committee (Volunteer needed)
SK William Torresala 404-668-9399
Food for the Poor SK Santo Granziano 602-321-1673
Tootsie Roll Drive SK Vince Cefalu 602-350-9106
Chair needed
Free Throw Contest Dennis Logue

Italian Dinner

Rosary Sunday

602-595-1460

Le Chevalier Graphic Design SK Don Tellis

Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament SK Lou Deluco,
SK Richard Welp

Trevor Mahan

SK Edward Dunai

SK Jerry Wood

Director of Communications:
Webmaster:
Editor:

Good of the Order Prayer List November 2020
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families.

e Brian Abernathy
e Theodore Billings
e Ed Carl
Carrie Cefalu
e SKVincenzo Cefalu
e  William Davis
e  Barbara Day
e  Hubert Eikel
Ric Fichera
e Cindy Nelson
e Rachel Harford
e Ted Holmes
e Stephen Kennedy
Dan King
e Connie Lindemann
e Trevor Mahan
e  Pepper Markovich
John Merrill
e Kaye and Richard Minchey
e  SKAI Minitti

All of our Clergy:

Tim Olinski For the good health of all Knights and their
Rosie Pate families and our own Knights who continue
Betsy Perrone  to find the strength to keep coming out to
Loretta Rizzo do God’s will.

Cindy Nelson William Woods

Andrea Romero
Tommy Schenker
Dan Schoenfeld
Shari L. Sharon

Angelina Baranzini
Dolores Arvizu
Betty Welp

Jack Crossey

Jack Smalley Juan Herrick

SK Christopher Smith Abbi Kalbassi
Don Tellis Michael Lichok
SK William Torresala Laura Mozeleski
Joe Wood Ursula Olinski
Susan Wood Ray Vakili
Deacon Jim Hostetler Faye Vakili

Miguel Angel and Lucrecia Samaniego
Fr. Kline, Fr. Paul, Deacon Al and Deacon Frank.

Everyone who has been affected by the coronavirus

and that God will save us all from this modern day Plague.
e  For the Pope, every Priest and Deacon and all the clergy.

e  For the safety and good health of all our military, police, and fire fighters.
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Immaculate
Conception of
Mary

A feast called the Conception
of Mary arose in the Eastern
Church in the seventh
century. It came to the West
in the eighth century. In the
11th century it received its
present name, the
Immaculate Conception. In
the 18th century it became a
feast of the universal Church.
It is now recognized as a
solemnity.

In 1854, Pius IX solemnly
proclaimed: “The most
Blessed Virgin Mary, in the
first instant of her conception,
by a singular grace and
privilege granted by almighty
God, in view of the merits of
Jesus Christ, the savior of
the human race, was
preserved free from all stain
of original sin.”

It took a long time for this
doctrine to develop. While
many Fathers and Doctors of
the Church considered Mary
the greatest and holiest of
the saints, they often had
difficulty in seeing Mary as
sinless—either at her
conception or throughout her
life. This is one of the Church
teachings that arose more

from the pietyof the
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faithful than from

the insights of brilliant
theologians. Even
such champions of
Mary as Bernard of
Clairvaux and Thomas
Aquinas could not see
theological justification
for this teaching.

St. Bernadette, ora pro
nobis!

Two Franciscans,

William of Ware and Blessed John Duns Scotus, helped
develop the theology. They pointed out that Mary’s
Immaculate Conception enhances Jesus’ redemptive
work. Other members of the human race are cleansed
from original sin after birth. In Mary, Jesus’ work was so
powerful as to prevent original sin at the outset.

Reflection

In Luke 1:28 the angel Gabriel, speaking on God'’s
behalf, addresses Mary as “full of grace” or “highly
favored”. In that context, this phrase means that Mary is
receiving all the special divine help necessary for the
task ahead. However, the Church grows in
understanding with the help of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit
led the Church, especially non-theologians, to the insight
that Mary had to be the most perfect work of God next to
the Incarnation. Or rather, Mary’s intimate association
with the Incarnation called for the special involvement of
God in Mary’s whole life.

The logic of piety helped God’s people to believe that
Mary was full of grace and free of sin from the first
moment of her existence. Moreover, this great privilege
of Mary is the highlight of all that God has done in Jesus.
Rightly understood, the incomparable holiness of Mary
shows forth the incomparable goodness of God.
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