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Le Chevalier

Grand Knight's
Message

WGK Martin Perez

My Dear
Brothers:

As we begin
Advent, let’s
take time in our busy lives to
remember how fortunate and
thankful we are to have Christ in our
lives.

We had many activities to again keep
us busy, and | would like to thank all
Knights who participated in our many
Parish activities.

Our Monthly Pancake breakfast was
again held this month and | want to
thank SK Anthony Lugay and team
for again serving a delicious
breakfast.

A big Thank You goes out to SK Dan
Conway for leading our efforts in
selling this year’s St. Joseph Sunday
Missals. Clearly they were very much
appreciated by our Parish as our first
batch was sold out on the first
weekend. Dan ordered a second
batch of Missals which were also sold
out. Thank you, Dan, for managing
this very worthwhile project.

This month will again be a busy
month for our Council. We are
planning to build the Nativity Manger
on the morning of December 7",
Please look for the signup to assist in
this wonderful project. It will be a
beautiful display and should be a

showcase for our Parish. | would also like to acknowledge
both Ron Angelo and SK Jim Mead for their efforts in
bringing this vision to reality. Thanks again, Ron, for your
persistence in driving the Nativity project.

Our council will also be participating in our Parish’s Annual
Christmas Tree Celebration on December 14th. Our
Council will again be providing a Pancake breakfast for
approximately 200+ attendees and volunteers. Our Council
made a significant contribution toward the purchase of
bikes and | want to thank all who were able to contribute
to this donation. We are hoping each child will be able to
leave with a new bike this year to help make their
celebration of Christmas just a little more memorable.
Thank you to Ignacio Heredia and his wife, Darlene, for
managing the fundraising, purchase and assembly of all
these bikes. It is a major undertaking and very much
appreciated. Santa will again be present and will be a
(surprise) Knight. Thanks to all who were able to assist in
this event.

Please keep an eye out for our upcoming Rosary and
Eucharistic hour, to which Chris Smith will be inviting you.
Again, this is a special time of the year; please keep Christ
in mind as you celebrate his Birth and all the good he has
brought to your family and friends.

| again remind each of you to reach out to a Catholic
Gentlemen who is not a Knight and invite them to join us.
It is a rewarding experience and provides them with
another way to be a role model to their families and a
contributor to our Parish community.

Please visit our website (kofc12164.org) to get the latest
news and calendar of our events. | welcome your input
and suggestions so that we can continually improve
upon our contributions to the Parish community.

| continue to ask you to pray for me as | hope that God will
provide me with the insight and knowledge to serve you in
the manner you deserve. God Bless you All.

Vivat Jesus,

SK Martin C Perez
Grand Knight
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Ifunanya Chris Aneke
Robert Cordaro
Courtney Corgan
Kerry Dillon

Laurent Frangoise
Roberto Pastrana
Tom Putz

Peter Rossa Jr.
Frederick Stanek
Don Tellis

Jon Westervelt
Joseph Wurtenberger
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" blessed holiday!

ZWANLCOM;

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221




Volume 5 Issue 5

Saint of the Month
Saint Nicholas

(March 15, 270 — December 6, 343)
Saint Nicholas’ Story

The absence of the “hard facts” of
history is not necessarily an obstacle to
the popularity of saints, as the devotion
to Saint Nicholas shows. Both the
Eastern and Western Churches honor
him, and it is claimed that after the
Blessed Virgin, he is the saint most
pictured by Christian artists. And yet
historically, we can pinpoint only the fact
that Nicholas was the fourth-century
bishop of Myra, a city in Lycia, a
province of Asia Minor (Turkey).

As with many of the saints, however, we
are able to capture the relationship
which Nicholas had with God through
the admiration which Christians have
had for him—an admiration expressed
in the colorful stories which have been
told and retold through the centuries.

Perhaps the best-known story about
Nicholas concerns his charity toward a
poor man who was unable to provide
dowries for his three daughters of
marriageable age. Rather than see them
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forced into
prostitution,
Nicholas
secretly
tossed a bag
of gold
through the
poor man’s
window on
three
separate
occasions,
thus enabling
the
daughters to

be married.
Over the St. Nicholas, ora
centuries, this .

’ |
particular pro nobis!
legend

evolved into the custom of gift-giving on
the saint’s feast. In the English-speaking
countries, Saint Nicholas became, by a
twist of the tongue, Santa Claus—
further expanding the example of
generosity portrayed by this holy bishop.

Reflection

The critical eye of modern history makes
us take a deeper look at the legends
surrounding Saint Nicholas. But perhaps
we can utilize the lesson taught by his
legendary charity, look deeper at our
approach to material goods in the
Christmas season, and seek ways to
extend our sharing to those in real need.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Former Abortion Clinic
Owner: We Pushed Sex
Ed on Kids to Create a

Market for Abortion

NATIONAL MICAIAH BILGER NOV 8§,
2019 | 12:22PM  WASHINGTON, DC

Former abortion clinic workers are warning parents
about how the abortion industry uses sex education
programs to groom children for risky sexual behavior
and sell more abortions.

Carol Everett, who owned and ran abortion clinics for
many years before she became pro-life, recently spoke
about the problem at a fundraiser for an Arkansas
pregnancy resource center.

“l sold abortions,” Everett told the crowd. “How do you
do that? It's called sex education.”

She said her abortion clinics carefully crafted a sex
education program that encouraged young students to
have sex, making them vulnerable to pregnancy and
abortions, a big money-maker.

“You don’t take your kids out and get them really good
and drunk and teach them how to drive safely,” Everett
explained. “We give them a moral absolute — don’t drink
and drive, you can be killed. Why would we compromise
them in this important area of their sexuality by giving
them a low moral standard to live down to, rather than
the highest and best — God’s plan for marriage which
still works every time.”

When she traveled around to schools teaching sex
education, she said she really was selling abortions.
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Our goal was 3-5 abortions between the ages of 13-18.
But you can’t go to them at the age of 12 and tell them ‘I
want you to get pregnant next year,” she said.

“You have to break down the natural modesty, separate
them from their parent’s values and you have to become
an expert (sexpert) in their life,” Everett continued. “In
Texas, there is a program that targets kindergarteners
and encourages students to experiment with intercourse
in the third grade.”

Everett said she used to teach sex education to fifth- and
sixth-grade students, according to the report.

“My goal was to get them pregnant. We offered low-dose
birth control pills for $45 a month which we knew she
would get pregnant on. Abortion is a method of birth
control for many and there is more than a 50 percent
repeat rate,” she said.

It all came down to money. Everett said her goal was to
become rich by making money off abortions.

“We tried to average 10-12 abortions an hour and the
price varied between $300 to $10,000 with the average
at $500,” she said. “Doctors were paid as independent
contractors at the end of the day — in cash. Each clinic
paid for itself in one month, then it was a cash cow.”

Eventually, she had a change of heart and left the
abortion industry. Today, she is a pro-life speaker and
advocate for pregnant and parenting women and their
children.

“l eventually came face to face with the reality | had
been involved with the murder of 35,000 babies, the
death of one woman and maiming of 19 other women. In
the last 18 months, one out of 500 women had a
hysterectomy and colostomy and one woman bled to
death,” she said.

Everett’s testimony is one of many. Hundreds of former
abortion workers have left the industry after realizing
how it harms women and kills children. Monica Cline, a
former Planned Parenthood volunteer educator who, like
Everett, taught sex education, also quit after she realized
how the abortion chain’s sex education program was
“grooming” students for abortions. Now she also is
speaking out against its problematic programs and
encouraging responsible education and parent
involvement on the issues of sex and abortion.
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https://www.lifenews.com/category/national/
https://www.lifenews.com/2019/11/06/former-planned-parenthood-staffer-reveals-how-abortion-biz-grooms-kids-for-sex-and-abortions/
https://www.lifenews.com/2019/11/06/former-planned-parenthood-staffer-reveals-how-abortion-biz-grooms-kids-for-sex-and-abortions/
https://www.lifenews.com/2019/11/06/former-planned-parenthood-staffer-reveals-how-abortion-biz-grooms-kids-for-sex-and-abortions/

Volume 5 Issue 5

Food for the Poor Project

Now we enter the busy time of
year until the New Year starts.
The work that all our volunteers
do affect even our managers at
each store from which we pick up
every day. They have told us how
happy they are to be in our
program. Last week one manager
told our volunteer that if we didn't
pick up, they would feel so guilty because of the good
food that would be wasted that they would not be able to
work in this line of business. Yes, our volunteers affect
the lives of everyone by helping feeding the poor in our
area.

SK Santo Graziano

The new schedule has come out, so please mark your
calendar, or put it in your cell phone. If you have not told
us the days that you are unable to volunteer, do it now.
This will be for December and January schedule.

Thank you for acknowledging the good. | shift myself into
a feeling of love for people at Chris Becker House. |
remember that all people are connected through God,
and we experience oneness with all people.

Joke of the week: What does a loaf of bread say when
breaking up with a girlfriend? You deserve butter. Good
week everyone.

Food for the Poor Project Chairperson and Committee,

Santo Graziano Cell:602-321-1673
Larry Brainard

Robert and Jackie Franciosi

Mike and Susan Dalton

Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr.

Field Agent, FIC

(623) 640-0436 Cell
wes.casaus@kofc.org
www.azkofcwes.com

Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD
Career Opportunltv Member of KofC since 2005

Knights of Columbus
INSURANCE

YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE

l\‘—
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A. Brian Zampier, S.M.

Miay the God of hope
fill you with joy

and peace in believing,
so that you may abound
in hope by the power

of the holy Spirit.

--Romarns 1513

Knights Prayer

Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, bless all
the activities of our Order. Keep us true
to our pledge, to extend the kingship of
thy divine son on earth. Through Thine
intercession, win for us the grace, ever to
exemplify in our public and private lives,
the virtues that should characterize those
especially dedicated to the service of the
heavenly court. Make us always aware
that as your Knights, we are constantly
observed, our faith judged, and our
Order appreciated. Accept, O Mary, this
renewed pledge of fealty and devotion,
of Thy Servants, the Knights of Columbus.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY
Monthly Pancake Breakfast . e

Third Sunday of every month
between September and May
$5.00 Family: $15.00

Join us in the Parish Hall!

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and

Sausage! December 15th Building the Domestic Church

while strengthbening our Parish.

Grotto on the campus of Mt. St. John, Bergamo,
Beavercreek, Ohio

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Pictures for you

Figure 1: DD Frank Atherton presents the 2018-19
Columbian Award to PGK Richard Welp. Photo: J. Wood

Join Us for Ocr il
1M Avninal NSOV

Curopean Christkindlmarkt

aturday Sunda
December 7th Pecember $th
10am to 8pm 10am to Fpm

Live Entertainment - Appearance from St. Nikolous
German Mulled Wine Booth - Food & Gift Vendors
Authentic German Fare

Sausage & Sauerkraut
Potato Pancakes with Applesauce
German Christmas Cookies, Marzipan and Chocolates
Hot Mulled Wine & Cider - Hot Chocolate

at Frontier Town

Cave Creek, AZ 85331

Broug ]1 t o \()\"\1\ ,ﬂ"“
Arizonal Center for gﬁml mﬁﬁ
ChristkindImarktAZ.com

——— FUNFOR

ﬂnr -Aqc46L
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A message from Brother Knights in Germany
My dear Brothers

I published this Christmas story last year in our December
edition, and I like it so much that | hoped you might enjoy
reading it again. JTW

The Christmas story below was written by our Brother, Hans-
Georg Pesch, who serves as the Prior of the German
Brotherhood of the Knights of Ss. Peter and Paul in Lower
Saxony, Germany:

Dear Sisters, Brothers, and friends,

The time of peace and tranquility has come at the end of
a successful year of our Brotherhood of Knights of St.
Peter & St. Paul. The days have become shorter and it
gets dark earlier. This time is reminding us to shorten
our steps and to come to rest in our hearts.

| would like to tell a little story for those whose success
with allowing inner peace and serenity to return hasn’t
been totally fruitful.

Dialogue with a Christmas tree!

As in previous years, after dark | went through the
streets of our town and watched the hustle and bustle of
the people. Occasionally, | was with friends on the way
to chop down a tree, and if it was especially cold, to
drink mulled wine. | often watched when the trees were
cut and regretted it: because, for me, they were living
things, which lost their lives for a few days of Christmas
perhaps until New Year’s Day.

So | sat quietly absorbed in my own thoughts, when | felt
a soft voice in me.

"Why so sad, my friend?"

At first | couldn’t tell who had spoken to me and looked

around, to see which of the many people had spoken to
me. For sure they were busy with chopping down trees

or drinking mulled wine with their friends. They couldn’t
have spoken to me.

Nearby, | discovered a beautifully grown fir. Its branches
were spread from the top to the lower branches in a
beautifully shaped, symmetrical waffle pattern.

"I'm the one who had asked you about your sadness,"
said the fir, "Now tell me about your grief."

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221




Volume 5 Issue 5

"I'm sad that you have to lose your life for one season of
Christmas," | replied. "It's bad enough that we humans
too often thoughtlessly deal with nature, including you--
and that only for a few days. Where is the sense in this
painful matter?"

"Please, do not grieve because
we serve you. We were grown in
nurseries just for this time, in
order to brighten the dark days
through our green, our aroma, as
well as the lights with which you
decorate us. Look, it's better to
set us up in your good homes and
decorate us rather than those
artificial and harmful Christmas
trees made of plastic, which are
very harmful to nature, as well as to us. Even if we have
to die here, we are engaged in the eternal cycle of life.
To be and to depart—and again to be. This is our nature,
which must be followed, and also ultimately applies to
everything that lives. So also to you.

“Also we remind you, that nature takes its time to sleep
and to awaken in the spring. We are the hope for growth
and the emergence of the new life of the coming spring
during these high holy days also. The lights with which
you decorate us, to you, who are looking for the light
during the dark period, show that the light that lit your
homes, however, is even present in you.

“So, the way you decorate us, so are you also in your
heart. We go outside the symbolic medium, and no
artificial Christmas tree can achieve that, my friend.

“For this reason, we are also not grieved if we have to
die, for we are intended to serve you; we do so with
great pleasure, and in the knowledge that we rise anew
and grow, perhaps even in the next year to delight you
once more and to kindle the lights in your hearts."

After | had heard the fir tree’s words, | felt a little easier
in my heart because | had well understood the deeper
meaning in the short life of a Christmas tree and thanked
it for enlightening me. And | began to hope that | would
find this fir again next Christmas.

Now, after this conversation, | will go with an especially
big heart through the streets of our city and look at every
light-filled window and every Christmas tree on the
squares and gardens in silence and bring the words of
the fir tree with its waffle pattern into memory and with
joy in all contemplation celebrate Christmas.
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| wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a very happy
New Year, Dear Sisters and Brothers.

Your confrere

Hans-Georg Pesch

Translated by Jerry Wood

Maine Legalizing Assisted
Suicide Promotes the Dangerous
Idea Some Lives Aren’t Worth
Living

OPINION MONICA BURKE JUN 14,2019 | 5:21PM AUGUSTA,
MAINE

Maine on Wednesday became the eighth state (plus the
District of Columbia) to legalize physician-assisted
suicide—a practice that turns medicine on its head.

Instead of promoting the health and wholeness of the
patient, physician-assisted suicide promotes the
dangerous idea that some lives are not worth living.

That message has far-reaching effects for the medical
profession, familial relationships, and the culture.

Physician-assisted suicide remains controversial within
the medical field. The American Medical Association
recently reiterated its opposition to physician-assisted
suicide as “fundamentally incompatible with the
physician’s role as healer[.]”

The AMA also clarified its terminology and
recommended that the term “physician-assisted suicide”
continue to be used. Euphemisms like “medical aid-in-
dying” obfuscate the cold, hard reality: What is at stake
here is suicide, plain and simple.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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The AMA’s action is a step in the right direction, but
clearly insufficient to stem the rising tide of state laws.

Policymakers continue to play an important role in
educating the public about the dangers of physician-
assisted suicide and protecting the most vulnerable from
this grave evil.

So, what’s so wrong about physician-assisted suicide?

Physician-assisted suicide is antithetical to the practice
of medicine. Medicine is supposed to be about
promoting the well-being of the patient, not doing away
with the patient.

No amount of superficial safeguards can prevent doctors
and family members from pressuring their loved ones to
prematurely end their lives.

None of the most common safeguards—uwritten consent,
mandatory waiting periods, withesses—address the
monetary incentives for insurance companies to end the
lives of patients who require more care (and therefore
cost more).

When physician-assisted suicide is an option, there are
fewer incentives to pursue ethical alternatives in end-of-
life care.

Physician-assisted suicide is not just a threat to
individual patients. It is like Pandora’s Box: Once it's
open, it's nearly impossible to contain its negative
effects.

Once our culture grants the premise of physician-
assisted suicide—that some lives are more valuable
than others—we begin our descent down a slippery
slope.

Other countries that have legalized physician-assisted
suicide paint a dreary picture.

In Canada, as legislators contemplated expanding who
qualified for physician-assisted suicide, Toronto’s
Hospital for Sick Children unveiled a plan to expand this
practice to children, with or without parental consent.

In the Netherlands, where caretakers recently allowed a
teenage girl to starve herself to death because of her
trauma after several sexual assaults, there has been
frequent abuse, including the non-voluntary euthanasia
of patients.

Even Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel, one of the architects of
Obamacare, noted in the Atlantic as far back as 1997,
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“[T]he persistence of abuse and the violation of
safeguards, despite publicity and condemnation, suggest
that the feared consequences of legalization are exactly
its inherent consequences (emphasis added).”

Physician-assisted suicide leads to euthanasia
practically by necessity.

Everyone deserves to die with dignity, but physician-
assisted suicide does not provide dignity. It undermines
it. It treats life as disposable, and that ultimately
jeopardizes the most vulnerable.

Physician-assisted suicide is a dangerous practice that
creates victims out of patients to the detriment of all of
society.

This new law in Maine is a mistake, for which we will pay
dearly.

There is still time to change course, to move the
conversation away from suicide and toward ethical
alternatives for the terminally ill.

That conversation begins now.

LifeNews Note: Monica Burke is a research assistant in
the DeVos Center for Religion and Civil Society at The
Heritage Foundation. This first appeared at the Daily
Signal and is reprinted with permission. [Note: The
editor of Le Chevalier is a dedicated Pro-Lifer, whether at
the beginning of life or at the end. JTW]

ComiingREventss

December 7™: Construction of Manger for our
new Nativity scene.

December 11%; 1°

Meeting.

Degree before Council

December 14™: Angel Tree Party

December 15™: 2™ and 3" Degree
Exemplification in Glendale. Notify WGK Martin
Perez or SK Jerry Wood

December 15™: Pancake Breakfast with Santa.
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December Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Sunday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
pev/A / 7 Officers’ Nativity Manger
T esd Meeting 7:00 Construction
PM
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
By X Council Angel Tree Party
Glavent Meeting
7:00 PM
16 17 18 19 20 21
23 24 25 26 27 28
4 E 1Y ’
\Cj{/fég/j ﬁ[mg Young Men’s
@:hristmas Conference
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
Happy New
Year!
January 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 31 2 3 4
W <
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Officers’
Meeting
7:00 pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
. Council
Meeting
7:00 PM
19a 20 21 22 23 24 25
eak Priests’
Appreciation
Dinner
26 27 28 29 30 31 1

JI. Bernaaerre COUNcil 12164 45U-yu5-0221
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‘Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone
in a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone.
| had come down the chimney with presents to give,
and to see just who in this house did live.

I looked all about, a strange sight | did see,

no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.

No stocking by mantle, just boots filled with sand,
and on the wall pictures of far distant lands.

With medals and badges, awards of all kinds,

a sobering thought came to my mind.

For this house was different, so dark and so dreary,
the home of a soldier, now | could see clearly.

The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone,

curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home.
The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder,
not how | pictured a United States soldier.

Was this the hero of whom I'd just read?

Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?

| realized the families that | saw this night,

owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight.

Soon round the world, the children would play,

and gown-ups would celebrate a bright Christmas Day.
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,
because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.

I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone,

on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home.
The very thought brought a tear to my eye,

| dropped to my knees and started to cry.

The soldier awakened and | heard a rough voice,
“Santa, don’t cry, this life is my choice,

| fight for freedom, | don’t ask for more,

my life is my God, my country, my corps.”

The soldier rolled over and soon drifted to sleep,

I couldn’t control it, | continued to weep.

| kept watch for hours, so silent and still,

and we both shivered from the cold evening’s chill.

| didn’t want to leave on that cold, dark, night,
this guardian of honor so willing to fight.
Then the soldier rolled over, with a voice soft and pure,

whispered, “Carry on, Santa, it’s Christmas Day, all is secure.”

One look at my watch, and | knew he was right.
“Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good night.”

By Lance Corporal James M. Schmidt
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The Night Before Christmas

LO | AM WITH YOU ALWAYS

This poem was taken from the Disabled
American Veterans’
“Holiday and Patriotic Song Book.”

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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St. Bermadeite

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH
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Officers:

Grand Knight SK Martin Perez 602-418-6511

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2019-20

Blood Drive
Oktoberfest

1% Degree Team SK Dan Conway
Dennis Logue

Committee Chairmen:

480-686-9256
602-595-1460
602-568-2779

Financial Sec.

SK Michael Smalley

Chaplain Fr. Don Kline 480-905-0221
D. Grand Knight SK Michael Dill 760-213-3737
Chancellor Dennis Logue 602-595-1460

602-799-2256

SK Jerry Wood
Social Committee (Volunteer needed)

Italian Dinner SK William Torresala 404-668-9399

480-776-4794
602-568-2779
404-668-9399

SK Gene Arvizu
SK Jerry Wood
SK William Torresala

3yr Trustee
2yr Trustee

1lyr Trustee Webmaster:

Editor SK J

602-321-1673
602-350-9106

602-595-1460
SK Don Tellis
f Tournament SK Lou Deluco,
SK Richard Welp

Treasurer SK Richard Welp 602-826-1241 Food for the Poor SK Santo Granziano
Recorder SK Frank Scarpone  480-540-8460 |Tootsie Roll Drive SK Vince Cefalu
Advocate SK Daniel Conway 410-686-9256 | Rosary Sunday Chair needed
Warden SK Vince Cefalu 602-350-9106 |Free Throw Contest Dennis Logue
Outside Guard  Ronald Angelo 480-322-2035 Le Chevalier Graphic Design

Inside Guard Conrad Franks 623-628-6392 | Fr. Pete Memorial Gol

SK Edward Dunai

erry Wood

Good of the Order Prayer List—November 2019
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families.

e Bonnie Brillas

e  Mary Cook

e Barbara Day

e  William Davis

e  Hubert Eikel — SK William Torresala’s nephew lies in a coma.

e Alicia Fay

e  SKVirgil Grzywa

e Deacon Jim Hostutler

e Jack Lichtenberg

e SKAland Johnna Minitti

e Rosie Pate

e Sergio Romero, SK Gene Arvizu’s cousin, who's suffering from cancer.
e Roy Rooker

e Shari L. Sharon

e  Chris Smith is undergoing chemo..

e SKWilliam Torresala

e  For the Pope, every Priest and Deacon and all the clergy.

e  For the safety and good health of all our military, police, and fire fighters.

to do God’s will.

e  For the good health of all Knights and their families and our own Knights who continue to find the strength to keep coming out

ST. Bernaaene CourncCn 12104 400-70U9-
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The new Tabernacle can be seen just be
Crucifix. Photo: J. Wood
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SK Jerry Wood together with Bishop Nevares after
the Mass and the Blessing of the Tabernacle. Photo:
Dcn. Al Homiski
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Bishop Nevares celebrates the Mass before the
blessing of the Tabernacle. Photo: J. Wood

We were surprised Sunday morning, Dec. 1%
when Bishop Nevares entered and celebrated
the Mass. It was not only the 1% Sunday in
Advent, but also the Blessing of our new

Tabernacle.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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The Story of the

Immaculate
Conception of
Mary

A feast called the Conception
of Mary arose in the Eastern
Church in the seventh
century. It came to the West
in the eighth century. In the
11th century it received its
present name, the
Immaculate Conception. In
the 18th century it became a
feast of the universal Church.
It is now recognized as a
solemnity.

In 1854, Pius IX solemnly
proclaimed: “The most
Blessed Virgin Mary, in the
first instant of her conception,
by a singular grace and
privilege granted by almighty
God, in view of the merits of
Jesus Christ, the savior of
the human race, was
preserved free from all stain
of original sin.”

It took a long time for this
doctrine to develop. While
many Fathers and Doctors of
the Church considered Mary
the greatest and holiest of
the saints, they often had
difficulty in seeing Mary as
sinless—either at her
conception or throughout her
life. This is one of the Church
teachings that arose more
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from the piety of the
faithful than from

the insights of brilliant
theologians. Even
such champions of
Mary as Bernard of
Clairvaux and Thomas

St. Bernadette,
Aqui Id not o
theological justfication OF@ pro nobis!

for this teaching.

Two Franciscans, William of Ware and Blessed John
Duns Scotus, helped develop the theology. They pointed
out that Mary’s Immaculate Conception enhances Jesus’
redemptive work. Other members of the human race are
cleansed from original sin after birth. In Mary, Jesus’
work was so powerful as to prevent original sin at the
outset.

Reflection

In Luke 1:28 the angel Gabriel, speaking on God'’s
behalf, addresses Mary as “full of grace” or “highly
favored”. In that context, this phrase means that Mary is
receiving all the special divine help necessary for the
task ahead. However, the Church grows in
understanding with the help of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit
led the Church, especially non-theologians, to the insight
that Mary had to be the most perfect work of God next to
the Incarnation. Or rather, Mary’s intimate association
with the Incarnation called for the special involvement of
God in Mary’s whole life.

The logic of piety helped God’s people to believe that
Mary was full of grace and free of sin from the first
moment of her existence. Moreover, this great privilege
of Mary is the highlight of all that God has done in Jesus.
Rightly understood, the incomparable holiness of Mary
shows forth the incomparable goodness of God.
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