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Le Chevalier

Grand Knight's
Message

WGK Jeff Pinto

\.}
My Dear Brothers:

During our last business
meeting, | made (or tried
to make) a joke about
Chronos versus Kairos. It
wasn’t that funny. It gota
lot less funny when | tried
to explain it. Still not funny
but worth the discussion.
The concept of Chronos
and Kairos are a Greek
personifications of time.

Chronos is
the
sequential
passage of
time.
Sometimes he is
personified as Father
Time. The word appears
in our culture/language:
chronograph [stopwatch]
or chronicles [historical
record], or the newspaper
named San Francisco
Chronicle).

Conversely, Kairos sort of the
“right or critical moment” who is
personified as mischievous. He
has a single lock of hair that is
used to pull him in any direction at a whim. He
Is unplanned and seems to pay attention to the
sort of things that lure him.

In the old days, our technology had more
constraints that required us to have greater
discipline and stricter protocol. Instead of
calling “on the fly” with your cell phone, you
had to pre-arrange a time and place to meet
(“meet me at the front gate at 5pm.”) If you
weren’t there, you had to pay the price for
standing up your friend.

| remember certain special movies came on TV
only once a year. The Wizard of Oz came on
in the spring. There was no way to record it,
nor was there a pause button. My family
prepared all our beverages and popcorn in
advance. We’d run to the bathroom during
commercials so we didn’t miss anything (like
those purple horses).

We are constantly bombarded by messaging
from all fronts (smart phones, broadcast
advisements, Internet, bill boards, bumper
stickers, banners on the side of semi-trucks, T-
shirts.) | think of the constant barrage as
Kairos. That is, he is trying to get us to forget
the planned and jump to something passed off
as more exciting, or a man-made crisis. Henry
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Kissinger made famous the saying, “Don’t let a
good crisis go to waste.”

As a Knight, part of being a Catholic gentleman
is to be reliable a courteous. Traditionally,
knights were revered for being protectors of the
royalty and their lady, but were also respected
for their gentlemanly conduct off the job.

If you are asked a question, respond. If you
are asked for help by someone in need, step it
up, and help. If you are invited, RSVP in a
timely manner.

Back to those Greek guys: When it comes to
our council, are you more like Chronos, where
you plan in advance? Or are you more like
Kairos and show up if it is convenient (sort of
like your back-up friend)? Our fraternal motto,
Tempus Fugit Memento Mori (Time flies,
remember death) sounds a whole lot like
Chronos.

Last Fraternal Year, | challenged all able
bodied Knights to participate in one event.

This year, I'm upping the ante. GK Challenge:
Participate in two events (2) [count them one,
two]. Business meetings don’t count. Find the
time and commit. You will probably enjoy it
when you do.

| just finished laying out the calendar of events
for the entire fraternal year through the end of
June 2025 including the on-line sign up. |
invite you to peruse the events on our council
web site, pick and participate in two events.
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/events.asp?CNO=12164

Thank you in advance for paying attention to
Chronos, committing in advance, and getting
God’s work done.

Vivat Jesus,
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Jeff
Vivat Jesus,

P.S. Please call me directly at any time with any
questions, concerns or ideas. (480)299-9053

Photo: Matthew T. Wood
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SK Jon Walker

Family of the Month

July 2024

Justin Navarre

Knight of the Month

July 2024

August 2024

Gene Arvizu 8/4

Bob Bolin 8/25
Christopher Butcher  8/21
John Dagirmanjian 8/27

Owald Franchi 8/22
Trevor J. Mahan 8/31
Michael Morano 8/1

Nikolas Nikas 8/8

Timothy J. Oliinski 8/15
Dominic Svorinic 8/22
Abramham W. Titze 8/27
Jerry T. Wood 8/18

\

Installation Dlnner

The Installation of the 2024-25 Officers will take place on
August 10, 2024, right after the 5:00 PM Mass in the Church.
If you plan to enjoy dinner and the ceremonies that follow in
the Parish Hall with catering from Sharkey’s, please RSVP to
PGK Jeff Pinto as soon as possible. We’d love to have the
whole Council and the Knights’ wives and children there for
the mass and this event. Cost of attendance is $10 person,
$25 for families and should be paid by check payable to the

Council as soon as possible or dropped in an envelope at the
Parish Office.

Aagust 10,2024, right aften 5:00 Mase
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Saint of the Month
Bl. Michael J. McGivney

August 12, 1852 — August 14, 1890

Blessed Michael McGivney’s Story

The eldest son of an immigrant Irish family in
Connecticut, young Michael left school at 13 to
work in a brass factory making spoons. At 16 he
began studies for the priesthood in Quebec, but
was obliged to leave to help support the family
when his father died. Michael completed his
education in Baltimore, Maryland, and was
ordained for the diocese of Hartford in 1877.

Assigned to St. Mary’s Parish in New Haven, Fr.
McGivney was very active in parish and civic
affairs, serving as director of public plays and fairs.
He volunteered to become the guardian of Alfred
Downes, a minor whose father had died leaving a
large family in poverty. This situation as well as his
own family’s circumstances and that of other
immigrants impressed on Fr. McGivney the need
for lay Catholic men to establish a mutual aid
society to provide financial assistance for their
families if the primary wage earner died. Protestant
fraternal groups already provided this type of life
insurance protection for their members.

In 1882, Fr. McGivney formed the Knights of
Columbus among a small group of St. Mary’s
parishioners to promote charity, unity, and
fraternity, assisting widows and orphans. Because
of the Knights’ emphasis on serving Church,
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community and family,
the organization grew
and did not remain
strictly parish-based.
Patriotism was added as
a founding principle in

1900.

Father McGivney died
from pneumonia in 1890

and was buried in -
Thomaston, Bl. Michael
Connecticut. Later his MCGivney, oro
body was moved back )

to St. Mary’s in New pro nobis!

Haven where it remains
today. He was beatified in 2020.

Reflection:
Michael Joseph McGivney was a genuine pastor
who, in the words of Pope Francis, was unafraid to
share “the smell of his sheep.” He promoted
families whose members were strong in their faith
expressed through generous following of the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy. In a decree
read at the beatification Mass, Pope Francis
praised Fr. McGivney’s “zeal and the proclamation
of the Gospel and generous concern for his
brothers and sisters.” These “made him an
outstanding witness of Christian solidarity and
fraternal assistance.”

St Brnadh‘e Council 12164 480-905-0221
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FOOD FOR

THE POOR

Good week to all our Knights
Of Columbus and ministers of
care:

Last night we went to the
concert of one of our Phoenix
hometown boys who sang at
St. Bernadette in his teen
years and now is on Broadway
in New York. He came out with a new album with
songs from the present to the past. It made me
think of the connection we have with all people in
today’s world. The connection of music for heart
and soul of ALL people. Our communication in
music spreads love into the world for all countries.
We all want the same thing and enjoy each other.
Happy that we have a Phoenix native to spread that
love. We bring our prayers to life through loving
service; we volunteer by sharing our time and talent
and contribute financially to our cause to help the
poor of Phoenix. We thank Nick Cartell for his talent
in music to bring people together.

Joke of the Week:. Why did the loaf of bread break
up with his girlfriend? Because it was crumbling.

SK Santo Graziano

Knights of Columbus Food for the Poor Project
Chairperson and Committee,

SK Santo Graziano St Bernadette

cell: 602-321-1673

Larry Brainard, St Barnabas

Mike /Susan Dalton, St Joseph

Robert /Jackie Franciosi, St Bernadette Craig
Anderson, St Thomas More

Craig Anderson, St Thomas More
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Joke of the
Week: How
do you make a
bandstand?
Take away
their chairs.

“Twill
instuct you and show you the way
you should walk, give you counsel,

-Psalm 32.8

3 X

eace—

A e
Gl ke me an instrument of your peace—
m%ﬂ :ﬁﬁ::c@ fhatred...let W{OW love—

¢ ip injury... pardon_.

Where there is despair...hope:
Where there is a[arknw.%ﬁ/ﬁ
Where there is sadness...jo.
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
o be consoled... as to console

To be understood... s to understand_,

To be loved... s to love—

-
Tt 5 in aiving... that we receive—

Iris mj"mdgi%rﬁat we are pardoned;

It s i dying...that weare bom o eternal life—
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TRUE

| WANT YOU

Our country is in dire straits— but not because
of bad politicians.

Because of bad citizens.
It’s our fault.

As the ultimate authority in America, free men
have neglected our responsibility to enforce the
Constitution.

We’ve allowed our representatives to do what
fallen men tend to do with even a smidgeon of
power— pursue their own glory and riches at
our expense.

The master politician is more likely to be a
duplicitous manipulator, a fence-straddling
conniver, or an outright liar than he is to be a
great statesman.

But we’ve made it easy for them.

We've allowed ourselves to be duped.

We say we’re too busy to study civics, and too
old to become engaged.

We hear about the daily scandal, and the latest
episode of immoral, corrupt behavior and
we're righteously outraged.

But what can the average, ordinary guy do
about it?

Up to now, the pat answers have been two
things: vote and pray.

But it’s late in the game.

It’s time to break out the big guns.

We need to Repent.

Whoa, Rube. It’s not cool to bring religion into
politics.

I know, but at this point, what do we have to
lose?

Our American system only works for a moral
society, and morality is built on religion.

So, we need to do what Jesus did in the face of
rampant evil and corruption.

He didn’t play nice.

He didn’t tell people what they wanted to hear.
He warned us that fixing things won’t be an
easy time.

We won’t imbibe the rotten fruits of tainted
politics, I scratch your back and you scratch
mine.

His back was battered and scourged.

Our own pagan monument in the Capitol
won’t be our crowning glory.

His dreaded crown was blood and thorns.
Yeah, Jesus might well be the worst politician
in history.

And campaigning for him the most patriotic
thing a True Man can do.

Brian er

Photo: Matthew Wood
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Monthly Pancake Breakfast

Second Sunday of every month
between September and May
$8.00 Family: $20.00

Join us in the Parish Hall!

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and
Sausage!

Pancake Breakfasts will
resuine on
September Sth!

JUN . 66

Grotto on the campus of Mt. St. John, home of
Marianist Brothers who study at the University of
Dayton, Beavercreek, Ohio Photo: JWood UD '66
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Building the Domestic Church while
strengthening our Pavighk. ..

O MARY, VIRGIN IMMACULATE

© Mary, Virgin ramaculate
Pure crystal for my heart,
You are my strength,
0 sturdy anchor!
You are the weak heart's
shield and protection.
Mary you are pure,
of purity incomparable;

At once both Virgin and Mother,
You are beautiful as the sun,
without blemish,

And your soul is beyond all comparison.

‘; Your beauty has delighted the eye
\ of the Thrice-Holy One.
He descended from heaven,
leaving His eternal throne,
And took Body and Blood of your heart
And for nine months lay hidden
in a Virgin's Heart.

3
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_5 Mother, Virgin, purest of all lilies,
Your heart was Jesus' first tabernacle
on earth.

Only because no humility
was deeper than yours
Where you are raised above
the choirs of Angels
and above all Saints.

0 Mary, my sweet Mother,
| give you my soul,
my body and my poor heart.
Be the guardian of my life,
Especially at the hour of death,
in the final strife.

V]
ﬁg\?c Horia Faustina Kowalsba @4dmen.
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Buwiied Treasure

Many American Catholics will probably recognize
the name of Franz Jagerstattier (1907-1943), an
Austrian Catholic who went willingly to his death
rather than fight for Hitler’s Nazi regime. I
imagine that fewer will know of Ben Salmon
(1888-1932), a devout Catholic from Colorado
who refused to enlist during World War I, and
urged his fellow Christians to “listen to the voice
of Christ echoed from the pages of the New
Testament.”

To be a conscientious objector during World War
I was unthinkable. The majority of Catholic
bishops in the United States held that Catholics
were obliged to support the war, one cardinal
declaring that any criticism of the government
was tantamount to treason. Salmon was
imprisoned at Leavenworth, tortured, and was
refused the Sacraments. Years later, confined to a
mental hospital, he wrote a two-hundred-page
treatise in defense of the principle. “There is no
such thing as a just war.” “A prophet is not
without honor,” says Jesus, “except in his native
place and in his own house.” Ben Salmon was a
pariah to his fellow citizens and to the Church
until people began to recognize the courage and
holiness of what he did. Some eighty years after
his death, Jesuit Fr. Dan Berrigan said of him,
“He brings to mind the buried treasure of the
Gospel story, this unlikely hero.” The people of
Nazareth, like many Christians two thousand
years later, could not bear the hard Gospel
wisdom of one of their own. May it not be so with
us.

Lord, help us see and hear your prophets of
peace, who still walk among us. Better yet, help
me to be one.

Christopher Gramuk

Christopher Gramuk, author of Hope Sings, So Beautiful,
University Chair of Ignatian Thought and Imagination and
a professor of theology at Regis University in Denver,where
he resides with his wife, Lauri, and their four children.
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silent acquiescence to o
Tragedy of our time is'that those who
still believe in honesty lack fire and
conviction, while those who believe in
dishonesty are full of passionate ‘g
conviction.”

— Fulton J. Sheen

Hail Mary

FHail Mary

full of Grace.

the Lovd i4 with thee.

Blessed are thou ameng women
. - and blesded is the frut

: *"‘ of thy womb Jesus.
Holy Mary
Mother of God,
Jray for ud ginners
now and at the hour
of our death

Amen.

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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Pete Buttigieg Says the Quiet
Part Out Loud: Abortion
Enables Predators and

Irresponsible Men

Women Have Died From
Botched Abortions Since

Dobbs, But No Women Have

Died From Abortion Bans

Opinion | Bill Donohue | Jul 31,2024 | Washington, DC

Vice President aspirant and Secretary of
Transportation Pete Buttigieg said this week that
not only does abortion liberate women, “men are
also more free in a country where we have a
president who stands up for things like access to
abortion care. Men are more free.”

Buttigieg, who contends that he is married to a
man, is right about that. Abortion does in fact make
men free. They are free from their fatherly duties,
thus allowing them to prey on women—in the name
of liberating them—while appearing to be on their
side. It’s a dream come true.
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In an article by Judith Blake in Science, published
in 1971, two years before abortion was legalized

in Roe v. Wade, she found that college-educated
men were the strongest supporters of legal
abortion. Indeed, little has changed since then.

When I taught a course on Family Relations at La
Roche College in Pittsburgh, I asked my students,
most of whom were nursing students, to explain
why single men have always been the greatest
champions of a woman’s “right to choose”? Is it
because they have long been closet feminists? Or is
there something else going on? The women knew
exactly what was going on. Reckless men love
abortion.

In a 2022 article published by Business Insider, it
found that the majority of young men (and young
women) were supportive of abortion rights but that
older men (those over 50) were the least
supportive. This makes sense. Reckless older men
have less of a vested interest in abortion, but
reckless younger men see it as freeing them from
their responsibilities. It allows them to tell their
pregnant girlfriend to find an abortion clinic and
liberate themselves of their baby; ever obliging, she
can even charge it to his credit card. It’s a win-win.
For him.

Survey after survey shows that public support for
abortion declines markedly the later into pregnancy
a woman is; there is very little support for late-term
abortions and partial-birth abortions. Buttigieg
disagrees. His enthusiasm for abortion rights
knows no limits.

On “The View,” Meghan McCain asked Buttigieg in
2020 “exactly [what] your line is” about when to
draw the line on abortion. He said “it shouldn’t be
up to a government official to draw the line. It
should be up to the woman who’s confronted.”

McCain pressed him, asking if he was okay with
infanticide. His answer was disingenuous. “Does
anybody seriously think that’s what these cases are
about?” She responded, “I think that people care
about that, yes.”

Similarly, the year before, Chris Wallace on “Fox
News,” said to Buttigieg, “So just to be clear. You're
saying that you would be okay with a woman well
into her third trimester deciding to abort her

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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pregnancy?” To which he said, “Look, these
hypotheticals are usually set up in order to provoke
a strong emotional....” Wallace retorted, “It’s not
hypothetical. There are 6,000 women a year who
get abortions in the third trimester.” He answered,
“That’s right, representing less than one percent of
cases.”

In other words, Buttigieg disagrees with almost
everyone. He is in the tiny minority who believe
abortion should be legal in virtually every instance,
regardless of how late into pregnancy it is. He can’t
even condemn infanticide. This explains why he is
opposed to legislation that makes it illegal to
provide medical care to an infant who survives an
abortion. It doesn’t get more radical than this.

Notice, too, that when Wallace said that 6,000
women a year get an abortion in the third trimester
that Buttigieg erased their humanity by citing a
statistic. That’s the way extremists think: they don’t
see the faces of women or their unborn babies—
they dissolve them to a stat.

Buttigieg does not want to make abortion “safe,
legal and rare.” His idea of male and female
liberation is to make it as frequent as can be. He is
way out there.

LifeNews Note: Bill Donohue is the president of
the Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights.

Reprinted from LifeNews.com 7/31/24

Lead,
they’ll
follow.

?—\ Discover your mission.
Become a Knight. kofc.org
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THE HEALING

ROSARY

Scriptural Mysteries

1 THE ROMAN CENTURION'S SERVANT
Matthew 8:1-11 FRUIT OF THE MYSTERY:
Trust in God's mercy
He said to him, “I will come and cure him.”“ The
centurion said in reply,”Lord, | am not worthy to
have you enter under my roof; only say the word
and my servant will be healed.”

N 2. THE MADMAN IN THE SYNAGOGUE AT
CAPERNAUM
Mark 1:21-28 FRUIT OF THE MYSTERY:
Healing Mind and Spirit
- Jesus rebuked him and said, “Quiet! Come out
- of him!"” The unclean spirit convulsed him and
. with a loud cry came out of him.

THE PARALYZED MAN
Mark 2:1-12  FRUIT OF THE MYSTERY:
Support of friends and family

. Unable to get near Jesus because of the crowd,
they opened up the roof above him. After they
' had broken through, they let down the mat on
3 which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus saw

& their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Child, your
sins are forgiven.”

DO e O

4 THE MAN BORN BLIND
John 9:1-7; 35-41 FRUIT OF THE MYSTERY:
Seeing with the eyes of faith

“While | am in the world, | am the light of the
4 world.” When he had said this, he spat on the

I} ground and made clay with the saliva on his
eyes, and sald to him, “Go wash in the Pool of
Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and
W washed, and came back able to see.

“4 S. LAZARUS RAISED FROM THE DEAD
4 John 11:17-45 FRUIT OF THE MYSTERY:
o God's power over death
_ E * Jesus told her, “| am the resurrection and the
& life; whoever believes in me, even If he dies,
~ " will live, and everyone who lives and believes
r in me will never die. Do you believe this?"
}@ ‘ XL" e
J r n

Memarare

REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin
Mary, that never was it known that
anyone who fled to thy protection,
implored thy help, or sought thy
intercession was left unaided. Inspired
with this confidence, | fly to thee, O
Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee do |
come; before thee | stand, sinful and
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word
Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but
in thy mercy hear and answer me.

Amen.

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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You know that | love ice cream,
but | love bratwurst and

sauerkraut too! | know! Let’s go to

the Ice Cream Social on August
17" and the Oktoberfest on
October 19!

o ,;:4 |
N

1

o

T@Y‘ i

www.shutterstock.com - 58689676

Great idea! And we can
support our Parish and

Knights of Columbus at

the same time!

Support your Councill
Annual Ice Cream Social after 5:00 Mass

August 17, 2024
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Coming Evemdts:

Jerry & Rainer Brina

The Knights of Columbus present

Oktoberfest — Oktober 19

Don’t miss this fun-filled event! Oktober is not
that far away! Make your plans now! You won't
be disappointed. German Bratwurst from
Phoenix’ German Corner Butcher Shop,
German Apfelstrudel from the Edelweiss Bakery.
Door prize and raffle prizes from Alpenland!

After the delicious repast, a German sing-a-long with
your host, Jerry Wood, the beautiful voice of Brina
Ziemann, our wonderful Music Director, and Rainer
Fischer at the accordion.

Saturday, October 19th, 2024, in the Parish Hall
right after the Vigil Mass.

. AN
Arizona N9
i

Now that we know the
grid is struggling to
keep up with energy

demands of a few hot

days, it seems like the

right time to evaluate

the plan to plug in 25
million electric cars
EVERY single night.

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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St. @Wm

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2024-2025

Officers: Committee Chairmen:

Grand Knight SK Jefferson Pinto ~ 480-299-9053 CUF Degree Team

Chaplain Fr. Don Kline 480-905-0221 Blood Drive Dennis Logue 603-667-3957
D. Grand Knight SK Robert Mastro ~ 303-880-0536 Oktoberfest SK Jerry Wood 602-568-2779
Chancellor SK Frank Scarpone  480-540-8460 Faith Director: John Walker Family Director

Financial Sec. SK Dan Conway 480-686-9256 Community Director: Dennis Logue

Treasurer Justin Navarre 248-806-0769 Life Director: SK Don Tellis

Recorder SK Frank Scarpone  480-540-8460 Family Director Vacant: volunteer needed

Advocate SK Michael Dill 760-213-3737 Food for the Poor SK Santo Graziano 602-321-1673
Warden SK Vinnie Cefalu 602-350-9106 Tootsie Roll Drive SK Vinnie Cefalu 602-350-9106
Outside Guard  SK Trent Hammer 480-473-8159 Free Throw Contest Dennis Logue 603-667-3957-
Inside Guard Tim Olinski 602-568-0982

3yr Trustee Dennis Logue 603-667-3957 Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament

2yr Trustee SK Michael Smalley 480-473-8159 Retention Chairman SK Daniel Conway 480-686-9256
1yr Trustee SK Jerry Wood 602-568-2779 Editor: SK Jerry Wood

Goad of the Order Prayer List — July 2024

Brian Abernathy “Bear” Mahan Lou & Maggie Moon | Bash Stipha Susan Wood

Jan Arcardo Patricia Greifme SK Duane Moore Preston Stotz Erwin Bihlmaier

Carlos Ayala Rachel Harford Al & Judy Mozingo Julia Rose Robbie Slayton

SK John Benson Jerry Hindermann | Abigale Munks Isaac Williamson SK Peter Noll

Theodore Billings Peg Kline SK Tom Munks Irene Wilson Wes Casaus

Richard Bogen Brian Jacobson Beverly Ann Neely Christopher Campbell | Jan Shane

Michelle Capone Ed Jones Francesca Norante Lynn Zimmerman Ron & Margie Ostash

David Carlisi Roxanne Jordan Gary Norton Lorraine Hughes T Matt Schutz

Mary Caroline Michael J. Kerwin | Tim Olinski Brathens, please join us as we pray for

Jess Connlly Ray Klodt Junior Ortega these Hnights and their Families.

Joyce Conway Kasia Kolano Christine Pate AUl of cur Clengy

Carrie & Tony Cefalu Jon Kroning Isabelle Pate Fr. Don Kline Dcn. Al Homiski

Von Clark T & Nancy Jim Kusbel Kelly Patterson Fr. Darius Ntunzwenayo

Joan Daly SK Brian Light Betsy Pirrone Fr. Doug Spina  Dcn. Frank Nevarez

William Davis Joey Marino SK Steve Pirrone Dcn. Peter Auriemma

Barbara Day Harvey Martin Loretta Rizzo 5

Bill Day SK John Martin Willie Rodriguez Sr.

Frances Decordovan Carlos Martinez & Miguel Angel Samaniego | We pray for the good health of all Knights
il & their

Marie Howard Don Baker Mike Statz and our own Knights who find the strength

Lupe DeGroodt SK Brian Mastro Lynn Sell and the will to keep coming out to do God’s

Magdalena Dinan Diane McMahon Michael Shane will, and for the safety and good health of

Jay Hana Bill & Marilyn McGahan | Jack Smalley all our military, police, fire fighters, and all

Lynn Evans mﬁiisid‘ard SK Michael Smalley | first responders. Lord, protect our Supreme

SK Ric Fichera ey e Lorene Solomon Court Justices and all Crisis Pregnancy

Gary Gibby Robert Moes Billy Spanko Centers.

St. Bernadette Council 121464 480-905-0221
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St. Bernadette
Council 12164

16245 N. 60" Street
Scottsdale, AZ
85254

Phone:
(480) 905-0221

Fax:(480)905-0249

Le Chevalier
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We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.kofc12164.org

Solemnity of the Assumption

of Mary

The Story of the
Solemnity of the
Assumption of Mary

On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius
Xll defined the Assumption of
Mary to be a dogma of faith:
“We pronounce, declare and
define it to be a divinely revealed
dogma that the immaculate
Mother of God, the ever Virgin
Mary, having completed the
course of her earthly life, was
assumed body and soul to
heavenly glory.” The pope
proclaimed this dogma only after
a broad consultation of bishops,
theologians and laity. There were
few dissenting voices. What the
pope solemnly declared was
already a common belief in the
Catholic Church.

We find homilies on the
Assumption going back to the
sixth century. In following
centuries, the Eastern Churches
held steadily to the doctrine, but
some authors in the West were
hesitant. However by the 13th
century there was universal
agreement. The feast was
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celebrated under various names--
Commemoration, Dormition, Passing, Assumption—from at
least the fifth or sixth century. Today it is celebrated as a
solemnity.

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s Assumption into
heaven. Nevertheless, Revelation 12 speaks of a woman who
is caught up in the battle between good and evil. Many see
this woman as God’s people. Since Mary best embodies the
people of both Old and New Testaments, her Assumption can
be seen as an exemplification of the woman’s victory.

Furthermore, in 1 Corinthians 15:20, Paul speaks of Christ’s
resurrection as the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Since Mary is closely associated with all the mysteries of
Jesus’ life, it is not surprising that the Holy Spirit has led the
Church to believe in Mary’s share in his glorification. So close
was she to Jesus on earth, she must be with him body and
soul in heaven.

Reflection

In the light of the Assumption of Mary, it is easy to pray her
Magnificat (Luke 1:46—55) with new meaning. In her glory she
proclaims the greatness of the Lord and finds joy in God her
savior. God has done marvels to her and she leads others to
recognize God’s holiness. She is the lowly handmaid who
deeply reverenced her God and has been raised to the
heights. From her position of strength she will help the lowly
and the poor find justice on earth, and she will challenge the
rich and powerful to distrust wealth and power as a source of
happiness.
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