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Grand Knight’s 
Message                                                                        
WGK Jeff Pinto 

                                                   
My Dear Brothers:                           

In the jungle, the plant 
makes the fruit and the 
monkey eats it.  At first 
brush, it seems the monkey 
is getting the better end of 
the deal.  This begs the 
question, why does the 
plant bother to make the 
fruit? 
 
Here’s how it works: The 
monkey gets the fruit and 
the plant gets mobility for 
its seeds.  This symbiotic 
relationship is nature’s 
version of win-win 
arrangement. 
 
We are “hard-wired” to do 
God’s work, to share our 
gifts: time, treasure and 
talent.  By design, the first 
degree of our order is 
charity. 
 
So what’s in it for us?  
Points toward our ticket to 
heaven?  Not really.  The 
poor and needy aren’t 
problems to be solved and 
rich and talented aren’t 
resources to be exploited. 
  

Here’s God’s plan: Giving benefits both the giver 
and the receiver. 
 
This sort of begs the question.  Have you been 
fulfilled by sharing your God given gifts working 
alongside brother Knights?  
 
This year I am coaching our officers and directors 
to increase focus on helping all members of our 
Council to experience the fulfillment of giving of 
our time and talent. 
 
To that end, I present the GK’s Challenge:  Every 
capable person in this council volunteer to 
help with at least one event this year.  (Sorry, 
business meetings don’t count.  They can be kind of 
boring, but the food is getting better.) 
I invite every member to reflect on the gifts 
bestowed upon you and to answer the call.  And yes, 
you will be called by me, one of the officers, 
program managers, or committee chairmen.   
 
Please commit in advance instead of the, “I’ll just 
show up the day of the event if I can make it.” When 
the event chairman has committed to the 
community, he needs your commitment to make it 
successful. 
 
Let's make it a great year for the givers and the 
receivers. 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Jeff Pinto 
Grand Knight 
 
P.S.  Please call me 
directly at any time with 
any questions, concerns 
or ideas.  (480)299-9053 
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August 2023 

                            

Gene Arvizu                  8/4                                                                                                                                                          

Bob Bolin                       8/25                                                                                                                                      

Christopher Butcher      8/21                                                                                                                                                         

John Dagirmanjian        8/27                                                                                                                                                 

Owald Franchi               8/22                                                                                                                                              

Trevor J. Mahan            8/31                                                                                                                                    

Michael Morano             8/1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Nikolas Nikas                 8/8                                                                                                                                        

Timothy J. Oliinski          8/15                                                                                                                                              

George Shatto                8/2                                                                                                                                         

Dominic Svorinic             8/22                                                                                                                                                              

Abramham W. Titze        8/27                                                                                                                                          

Jerry T. Wood                 8/18 

 

 

. 

 

     

SK Robert Mastro 

Knight of the Month 

July 2023 

                                                      

Installation Dinner                          

The Installation of the 2023-24 Officers will take place on 

August 19, 2023, right after the 5:00 PM Mass in the Church.  

If you plan to enjoy dinner and the ceremonies that follow in 

the Parish Hall with catering from Maggiano’s, please RSVP 

to PGK Dennis Logue as soon as possible.  We’d love to have 

the whole Council and the Knights’ wives and children there 

for this event. Cost of attendance is $10 person for 

attendees over 14, and can be paid by check payable to the 

Council at our next Council meeting on August 16 th or 

dropped in an envelope at the Parish Office.    

      August  19, 2023, right after 5:00 Mass 
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Saint of the Month            

Bl. Michael J. McGivney                        

(August 12, 1852 – August 14, 1890) 

 

 

 Blessed Michael McGivney’s Story 

The eldest son of an immigrant Irish family in 
Connecticut, young Michael left school at 13 to 
work in a brass factory making spoons. At 16 he 
began studies for the priesthood in Quebec, but 
was obliged to leave to help support the family 
when his father died. Michael completed his 
education in Baltimore, Maryland, and was 
ordained for the diocese of Hartford in 1877.       

 Assigned to St. Mary’s Parish in New Haven, Fr. 
McGivney was very active in parish and civic 
affairs, serving as director of public plays and fairs. 
He volunteered to become the guardian of Alfred 
Downes, a minor whose father had died leaving a 
large family in poverty. This situation as well as his 
own family’s circumstances and that of other 
immigrants impressed on Fr. McGivney the need 
for lay Catholic men to establish a mutual aid 
society to provide financial assistance for their 
families if the primary wage earner died. Protestant 
fraternal groups already provided this type of life 
insurance protection for their members.          

In 1882, Fr. McGivney formed the Knights of 
Columbus among a small group of St. Mary’s 
parishioners to promote charity, unity, and 
fraternity, assisting widows and orphans. Because 
of the Knights’ emphasis on serving Church, 

community and family, 
the organization grew 
and did not remain 
strictly parish-based. 
Patriotism was added as 
a founding principle in 

1900. 

Father McGivney died 
from pneumonia in 1890 

and was buried in 
Thomaston, 
Connecticut. Later his 
body was moved back 
to St. Mary’s in New 
Haven where it 
remains today. He was beatified in 2020.   

                           

Reflection: Michael Joseph McGivney was a 
genuine pastor who, in the words of Pope Francis, 
was unafraid to share “the smell of his sheep.” He 
promoted families whose members were strong in 
their faith expressed through generous following of 
the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. In a 
decree read at the beatification Mass, Pope Francis 
praised Fr. McGivney’s “zeal and the proclamation 
of the Gospel and generous concern for his 
brothers and sisters.” These “made him an 
outstanding witness of Christian solidarity and 
fraternal assistance.” 

 

 

                                                                     

       

                       

Bl. Michael 

McGivney, oro 

pro nobis! 
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Another Independence Day is here… 
  
Which leads to an important question: is America 
still beautiful?   
  
 
Is America still worth defending? 
  
Worth celebrating? 
  
There’s a lot of talk lately about the end of 
democracy – on both left and right. We are told our 
noble experiment in liberty has failed. That our idea 
of liberty has run its course. That the critical 
indispensable supports of religion and morality are 
no longer strong enough to hold up our teetering 
republic. 
  
Last July 4, we were celebrating the fall of Roe v. 
Wade. 
  
This year we were forced to endure yet another 
monthof “Pride” debauchery, but closed the month 
with several landmark Supreme Court victories for 
human dignity and religious freedom. History 
rarely writes with straight lines. Sometimes justice 
and the good are victorious. At other times it can 
feel hopeless.  
  
As Catholics we are told to keep our eyes fixed on 
Christ.  
Our kingdom is not of this world. The City of God is 
our true home. 
  
Yet our lives are not purposeless accidents. God 
endowed us with the gift of life, and placed us in 
His created order. And not just anywhere, but at a 
particular moment in history. The United States is 
our home where we are not exempt from the Great 
Commission – “go and make disciples of all 
nations.” 
  
The form of government established by our 
Founding Fathers presupposed that freedom was 

only possible for what they called a “moral and 
virtuous people.” They understood that real 
freedom was grounded in universal principles that 
govern us all. And that the survival of our 
experiment in ordered liberty depended on a 
vigilant people willing to defend these truths. 
  
The inalienable right to life. 
  
The foundational role of marriage and the family. 
  
The indispensable role of religion. 
  
We’re fighting for faith, family, and freedom not so 
“our side” can win. Not so we can somehow 
eliminate our “opponents” (although we know some 
people would like to eliminate us!).  
  
We’re fighting for every American – and for the 
idea of America. As Catholics, we fight for our 
enemies – the ones who ostracize us, the ones who 
make up the worst lies about us, who tell us our 
beliefs are “hateful” and dangerous.  
  
I’m reminded this Independence Day of Lincoln’s 
second inaugural address.  
  
He was speaking to an America more wounded than 
our own, a nation that had just barely survived a 
civil war of almost unbelievable proportions. He 
spoke from the victorious side of the war – and we 
are far from finished with our battles. But we would 
do well to remember his words: 
  

With malice toward none with charity for 
all, with firmness in the right as God gives us 
to see the right, let us strive on to finish the 
work we are in to bind up the nation's 
wounds, to care for him who shall have 
borne the battle and for his widow and his 
orphan ~ to do all which may achieve and 
cherish a just and lasting peace among 
ourselves and with all nations. 

  
As with past generations, whether America survives 
is up to us. 
  
And the Providence of God. 
  
Let us indeed strive onward to finish the work. 
  
May God bless America this day. 
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 Good week to all our Knights 
Of Columbus and ministers of 
care:          
 

There is a song that we would 
sing in all churches  that would 
say 'Let us build a house 
where love is found in water, 
wine, and wheat. A banquet 

hall on holy ground Where peace and justice meet." 
These are just a few of the words to the song. Our 
organizations, St. Vincent De Paul and Mom's 
Pantry, welcome all in need: brown. white, black 
single mom's, veterans, etc. We can go down a 
very long list. We serve and welcome all in need 
because they are part of the family of the human 
race. Thank you all who serve our Food For The 
Poor Project over the last ten plus years. Have a 
good week everyone. 
IMPORTANT: Always look at your reminder 
because route stop do change sometime.  

 

 

 

 

“I will 
instruct 

you and 

show you 

the way 

you should walk, give you counsel, 

and watch over you.”  

 --Psalm 32:8

 Joke of the Week:. Why did the loaf of bread break                                                                                                                

up with his girlfriend? Because  it was  crumbling. 

                                                                                                  

 Knights of Columbus Food for the Poor Project                                                                                                                                            

Chairperson and Committee,                                                                                     

SK Santo Graziano St Bernadette cell: 602-321-1673                                            

Larry Brainard, St Barnabas                                                             

Mike /Susan Dalton, St Joseph                                                  

Robert /Jackie Franciosi, St Bernadette  Craig Anderson, 

St Thomas More                                                              

Craig Anderson, St Thomas More 

                                                        
Photo:  Brigitte Gellert                                                                    

SK Santo Graziano 
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  But they’re not the root problem. 
  
We are.  
  
Decades of apathy and passive tolerance, 
particularly from Christian men, have allowed 
woke ideologies to become entrenched.  
  
Anyone who challenges or objects is declared 
toxic. We want to be liked, so we’re quiet and 
passive. 
  
We’ve forgotten the values our fathers believed 
were worth fighting for. 
  
Our forefathers in both the Church and the free 
West fought against brutal persecution and 
tyrannical aggression. 
  
We’re not there just yet, but will we fight for the 
traditional values our Church and our nation are 
founded upon? 
  
Does any of our father’s heroic blood run in our 
veins? 
  
It might already be too late, but the True Man 
prepares for the worst. 
  
In years past, we’ve received well-intentioned 
gifts we don’t need and don’t use. 
  
This year, pray for a new type of Father’s Day gift.  
  
Not another funny tie or pair of socks. 
  
A pair of a different sort entirely. 
 
 

   
Brian Weber              Photo: Matthew Wood 

                                           
                                        
  Brian Weber 
                                

 

                                  

 

                          Grow a Pair 

 June means summer vacation and Father’s Day.  
  
Not anymore. 
  
June is now Pride month. 
  
Pride has been elevated to the big leagues alongside 
Christmas and Easter.   
  
It deserves a season of celebration. 
  
Gender ideology is the latest front in the ongoing clash 
of cultures in America and the West. 
  
At first, the movement’s goal was co-existence. 
  
But that’s not good enough anymore. 
  
It demands acceptance and agreement. The alphabet 
mafia may come for you next. 
  
The new ideology embraces radical revisions of both 
fatherhood and masculinity. 
  
The logical progression of this barren worldview is 
extinction. 
  
And they call us dinosaurs. 

  

No worries though. The rainbow religion gains new 
recruits by aggressively proselytizing the confused and 
indoctrinating the young and innocent. 

  
Collaboration among the media, entertainment, 
education and big business has made the situation 
worse. 

  

But they’re not the root problem. 
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       Building the Domestic Church while 

 strengthening our Parish… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Second Sunday of every month 
between September and May                             
 $7.00  Family:  $20.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and 
Sausage!      

     

 Pancake Breakfasts will 
resume on                 

September 10th! 

 

               

 

  

 

Grotto on the campus of Mt. St. John, home of 
Marianist Brothers who study at the University 
of Dayton, Beavercreek, Ohio Photo: JWood UD 
'66 
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             Your Faith Has Saved You 

All really deep relationships are going to demand at 

some stage or other, before they can become really 

deep, a definitive act of surrender, abandonment, trust, 

or faith. To some extent  it must be made in the dark.  

We may have plenty of grounds for trust, yet there will 

always be areas of mystery, of possible 

misunderstanding. Sooner or later we have to take that 

person absolutely at his word, and his word alone, 

when he says he loves us. We have to be ready to set 

aside our misgivings, reservations and doubts, and 

choose to stand not on ourselves and what we feel, but 

on the word of another. By doing so, we leave ourselves 

and pass over to the other. We can say that we die to 

ourselves in order to live by the other, and the more 

total the commitment, the more real the death to self. 

To approach marriage having made most careful 

provision for ourselves should the other prove 

faithless, to have taken every precaution against such 

an eventuality, is to make the whole thing a farce.          

                             It is like this between God and 

us. Something very similar to what is demanded in 

human relationships is demanded here. Human 

beings, even the very best, are frail and untrustworthy 

by their sheer limitation if not by their moral weakness. 

God is utterly trustworthy. Nevertheless, we are not 

going to feel that He is. There may be much, very much 

indeed which, to our poor human understanding, may 

seem the opposite. The love-union guaranteed is not on 

the level which we can appreciate, not one in which we 

can take sensible satisfaction and so a still more radical 

act of faith is demanded. We have to trust blindly that 

this God whom we cannot  savour or appreciate is His 

own reward.  We have to go further  still if we would 

reach the fullness of faith and be concerned only that 

[God] has what He wants, that he be simply the God 

He is regardless of ourselves. Because He is the God 

of love and His joy  is our happiness, to will God to be 

God is my supreme happiness—but it will not be an 

immediate, tangible one. 

Sr. Ruth Burrows, To Believe in Jesus   

 Ruth Burrows, a Carmelite nun at Quidenham Monastary 

in Norfolk, England, is the author of several best-selling 

books on spirituality and prayer.           
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    Did any Catholics sign the            

Declaration of Independence? 

During America’s founding, there was a lot of 

hostility towards Catholics. However, there was 

one openly practicing Catholic who played an 

essential role in the establishment of this nation. 

We don’t hear much about Catholic participation in 
the American War of Independence. 

The truth is, Catholicism had suffered through a 
rough history in the British colonies up to that 
point. Various anti-Catholic laws had shut Catholics 
out of public life in many of the colonies, and in 
some cases barred the presence of Catholics and/or 
their clergy altogether. 

Even the state of Maryland, named for Henrietta 
Maria, the Catholic Queen Consort of Charles I, was 
supposed to be a haven for Catholics—but anti-
Catholic legislation found its way there, too. The 
New World wasn’t the promised land of religious 
freedom if you were a Catholic. 

In fact, the Declaration of Independence was signed 
by non-Catholics—with one exception. 

Meet Charles Carroll, the one and only Catholic 
signer of the Declaration of Independence and one 
of Maryland’s most famous sons. Wealthy and well-
educated, he was technically not allowed to hold 
office in Maryland due to his religion. 

We don’t hear much about Catholic participation in 
the American War of Independence. 

In spite of that, he was appointed to many positions 
and duties within the colonial government of 
Maryland, became one of the colony’s foremost 
promoters of independence, and represented 
Maryland at the Continental Congress. He put his 
name to the Declaration and gave a significant 
amount of his own fortune to financing the 
Americans in their war against England. 

Charles Carroll’s story shows the giant cracks that 
were appearing in the anti-Catholicism of the 
American Colonies—and these cracks would 
continue to grow. John Carroll, his brother, was 
America’s first Bishop. 

 

 

George 
Wash- 
ington was 
in favor of 
liberty for 
Catholics, 
and anti-
Catholic 
legislation 
would 
gradually 
fall away as 
the new 
country 
took shape. 
Catholics    

would               
continue  

 to   fight against prejudice for the following 
centuries, for Catholicism was here and it wasn’t 
going away. 

Alexis de Tocqueville, in his 19th-century 
observation of the American way of life Democracy 
in America, discussed the natural compatibility of 
Catholicism with the American mindset: 

“…they [Catholics] constitute the most republican 
and the most democratic class of citizens which 
exists in the United States.”      

But we shouldn’t be surprised. After all, though he 
was the lone Catholic signatory of the Declaration, 
Mr. Carroll was hardly alone. Charles Carroll’s 
signature was simply a continuation of the amazing 
story of Catholicism in America.       

Long before the Revolution, Catholic missionaries 
had dedicated their lives and shed their blood for 
the conversion of this land. These intrepid pioneers 
went willingly into the unknown, into suffering, 
deprivation, torture, and death for the sake of the 
Faith. They often had entire populations and 
governments dead-set against them. The odds were 
nearly impossible. In human terms, it should all 
have failed miserably. But it didn’t. It’s a story 
that’s American to its core.  Read the story of 
Catholics in the American Revolution in the book, 
Liberty’s Lions: The Catholic Revolutionaries Who 
Established America by Dan Leroy      (reprinted from 
getfed@catholiccompany.com, July 4, 2023.  This article 
should have appeared in our July Le Chevalier, but it had been 
sent out to the Council prior to the article’s appearance.) 

Charles Carroll 

mailto:getfed@catholiccompany.com
http://enews.trinityroad.com/q/qVcIgRXEmI0XOhetdnz6wCP0XzyA7iHcQrVZcOJanR3b29kMThAY294Lm5ldMOIOuv9B71Md5dnLHMt2U-pw6T3r-Q
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 Women Have Died From 

Botched Abortions Since 

Dobbs, But No Women Have 

Died From Abortion Bans 

 

 Micaiah Bilger  |   Jul 7, 2023  |  Washington, DC 

An Indiana woman died along with her unborn 
baby in an abortion last year, a fact that abortion 
activists will ignore in their crusade to legalize 
abortion on demand. 

Since the Dobbs v. Jackson decision, the pro-
abortion movement persistently has claimed that 
pro-life laws are putting women’s lives in jeopardy. 
But state health data shows that women are dying 
from legal abortions, not a lack of them. 

On June 30, the Indiana Department of Health 
published abortion statistics for 2022. The report 
shows a massive rise in complications, including 
one woman who died along with her unborn baby. 

“Sadly, the 2022 reported abortion complications 
increased by 600 percent over the number of 
abortion complications reported in 2021,” said 
Indiana Right to Life president and chief executive 
officer Mike Fichter. “Abortion is traumatic to 

women – mentally, emotionally, and the state’s 
latest report underscores abortion presents real 
life-threatening complications as well.” 

The report does not provide any details about the 
woman’s death, but it does describe the types of 
treatment that women received as a result of 
abortion complications: 58 required surgery, four 
needed blood transfusions and at least two were 
admitted to the hospital. The vast majority of the 
complications were due to the abortion pill, listed 
as medication abortions in the report. 

Most states have not released their abortion data 
for 2022 yet, but the woman’s death in Indiana 
likely will not be the only one. Centers for Disease 
Control reports show between two and 12 women’s 
deaths per year due to legal abortion in the past 15 
years, and those numbers almost certainly are an 
under-count. Several states do not report their 
abortion data to the CDC. 

LifeNews also has documented many cases where 
women died after legal abortions. These include 
Tonya Reaves, Cree Erwin, Diana Lopez, Holly 
Patterson and others. 

Meanwhile, there has been no evidence to support 
abortion activists’ claims that pro-life laws kill 
women. In April, Robyn Schickler, chief medical 
officer for Planned Parenthood of Southwest and 
Central Florida, made one such claim. “I believe a 
six-week abortion ban will kill patients,” Schickler 
said right before the state legislature passed a 
heartbeat law. 

But Texas began enforcing its heartbeat law in 
September 2021, and more than a dozen other 
states have since joined it in protecting unborn 
babies with elective abortion bans. In a year or 
more, there have not been any reports of women 
dying because of these pro-life laws. 

However, tens of thousands of unborn babies’ lives 
have been saved. A new study by Johns Hopkins 
found that nearly 10,000 more babies were born in 

Texas after its heartbeat law went into effect.  
(continued on page 11.) 

https://www.in.gov/health/vital-records/files/2022-Complications-Report.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/ss/ss7110a1.htm?s_cid=ss7110a1_w#T15_down
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/ss/ss7110a1.htm?s_cid=ss7110a1_w#T15_down
https://www.lifenews.com/2023/04/03/abortionist-says-women-will-die-if-florida-bans-abortions-but-no-women-have-died-from-any-current-abortion-bans/
https://www.lifenews.com/2023/04/03/abortionist-says-women-will-die-if-florida-bans-abortions-but-no-women-have-died-from-any-current-abortion-bans/
https://www.lifenews.com/2023/06/29/new-study-shows-texas-heartbeat-law-saved-10000-babies-from-abortions/
https://www.lifenews.com/2023/06/29/new-study-shows-texas-heartbeat-law-saved-10000-babies-from-abortions/
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The purpose of pro-life laws is to save lives, 
including mothers as well as unborn babies, and 
pro-life lawmakers write protections in the law to 
ensure that both are protected. 

Extensive research by the Charlotte Lozier 
Institute found that all state abortion restrictions 
permit “abortion in those rare and heartbreaking 
circumstances when it is necessary to save the life 
of a pregnant woman,” including for miscarriages 
and ectopic pregnancies. 

“A plain reading of any of these statutes easily 
refutes the false and dangerous misinformation 
being spread by pro-abortion activists,” the 
researchers found. 

Since the overturning of Roe v. Wade, many 
doctors have confirmed that women do not need to 
fear because pro-life laws protect their lives, too. 

In September, Dr. Monique Chireau Wubbenhorst, 
a prominent OB-GYN, told Congress: “Abortion 
neither prevents, treats, nor palliates any disease. It 
has instead as its goal the death of a human being. 
It is therefore not health care for the mother or her 
fetus, and research confirms this because the 
majority of OB-GYNs do not do abortions.” 

Other doctors told The Spectator that it’s the lies 
about pro-life laws that really are creating 
confusion and putting women’s lives at risk. They 
accused some of their abortion-supporting 
colleagues of putting abortion politics ahead of 
their patients.  Reprinted from LifeNews.com 7/7/23                             

                 

       
  

 

   Give Wes a call! 

Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr.  Field Agent, FIC 
 (623) 640-0436 Cell 
wes.casaus@kofc.org 
www.azkofcwes.com  
Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD  
Career Opportunity Member of KofC since 2005     

 

 

Photo by Matthew T. Wood 

Memorare 

REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin 

Mary, that never was it known that 

anyone who fled to thy protection, 

implored thy help, or sought thy 

intercession was left unaided. Inspired 

with this confidence, I fly to thee, O 

Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee 

do I come; before thee I stand, sinful 

and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word 

Incarnate, despise not my petitions, 

but in thy mercy hear and answer me.  

Amen. 

https://www.lifenews.com/2022/07/28/every-state-with-an-abortion-ban-allows-treatment-for-miscarriage-and-ectopic-pregnancies/
https://www.lifenews.com/2022/07/28/every-state-with-an-abortion-ban-allows-treatment-for-miscarriage-and-ectopic-pregnancies/
https://www.lifenews.com/2023/06/22/former-abortionist-who-is-now-pro-life-confirms-abortion-is-not-health-care/
https://www.lifenews.com/2023/06/22/former-abortionist-who-is-now-pro-life-confirms-abortion-is-not-health-care/
https://thespectator.com/topic/abortion-falsehoods-put-lives-risk/
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.azkofcwes.com%252F
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fkofcknights.org%252FAgencySite%252FFAcareerNew.asp%253FGA%253D41
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Support your Council!                     

Annual Ice Cream Social after 5:00 Mass 

August 12, 2023 

 

 

 

  

                                                                                        

   

 

                    

 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

      Jerry & Rainer                                                                       Brina 

                                                                                           

The Knights of Columbus  present 

Oktoberfest – Oktober 14  
Don’t miss this fun-filled event!  Oktober is not 

that far away! Make your plans now! You won’t 

be disappointed. German Bratwurst from 

Phoenix’ German Corner Butcher Shop,  

German Apfelstrudel from the Edelweiss Bakery. 

Door prize and raffle prizes from Alpenland! 

After the delicious repast, a German sing-a-long with 

your host, Jerry Wood, the beautiful voice of Brina 

Ziemann, our wonderful Music Director, and Rainer 

Fischer at the accordion.   

 Saturday, October 14th, 2023, in the Parish Hall right 

after the Vigil Mass.  

 

You know that I love ice cream , 

but I love bratwurst and 

sauerkraut too!  I know! Let’s go to 

the Ice Cream Social on August 

12th and the Oktoberfest on October 

14! 

Great idea! And we can 

support our Knights of 

Columbus at the same 

time!
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Jesus called them the “sons of thunder.” 

Boisterous, bold, and brave, the Apostles James 

and John earned this dramatic nickname from our 

Lord through their (occasionally misplaced) zeal 

and passion.  

James and his brother John were the sons of 

Zebedee. Although fishermen by trade, these 

brothers unhesitatingly cast aside their nets when 

Our Lord invited them to become “fishers of men” 

(Matthew 4:18-22).  

This immediate zealous reaction to drop everything 

to follow Christ indicative of how these two 

brothers lived: bravely and boldly. 

Just as their zeal led them to cast aside their fishing 

nets, their fiery spirits could sometimes lead to 

extreme reactions. Their bold actions inspired 

Jesus to call them “Boanerges” or “the Sons of 

thunder” (Mark 3:17). 

These instances of their “thunderous” personalities 

occur throughout the Gospels. When James and 

John heard a man casting out devils in Jesus’ 

Name, they “forbade him to do it” (Luke 9:49). 

Later in that same chapter, when the Samaritans 

give Jesus a cold reception, James and John are 

furious. They ask, “Lord, do you want us to call 

down fire from heaven to consume them?” 

In both occurrences, Our Lord rebukes them and 

demonstrates to these brothers the simple humility 

required to live out the message of the Messiah. 

Their fiath and friendship with Our Lord helped 

form them into zealous yet humble disciples of 

Christ.  

To the Hebrew people, thunder was the voice of 

God. It was powerful and terrifying. Though it 

could mean 

destruction, it also 

meant rain that 

caused life to 

flourish. Thunder 

still brings to mind 

great and 

mysterious strength. 

How appropriate for 

these two beloved 

saints, who became 

the voice of God., to 

receive the 

nickname Sons of 

Thunder! 

A fiery personality under the mastery of reason and 

temperance—and in the service of beauty and 

truth—is a powerful instrument when directed 

properly. These same qualities, when uncontrolled 

or poorly directed, are a means of destruction.  

Burning zeal must be tempered by prudence, 

maturity, and discretion. These come with spiritual 

growth over time. In giving James and John the 

nickname the Sons of Thunder, Jesus 

foreshadowed their roles and honored their lives. 

James, whose feast is celebrated on July 25th, 

transformed this energy into thunderous piety, zeal 

for evangelism, and even into radical humility. He 

became the first Apostle obediently to embrace 

martyrdom, when King Herod ordered him to be 

killed by the sword.  

As we celebrate St. James, lete us be inspired by his 

thunderous love and live boldly for Christ as he did. 

In our own modern lies, we can be plagued by a 

sense of purposelessness, leading us to feel 

depleted, burnt out, and unable to act with the 

vivacious energy exemplified by St. James. 

Although lesser-known today, this burden has been 

identified since antiquity as the “noonday devil,” 

acedia, or sloth.  You can read more about our 

culture’s struggle with acedia in the powerful book, 

The Noonday Devil: Acedia, by Benedictine abbot 

Jean-Charles Nault, available online at the Catholic 

Company. (Reprinted from GetFed, The Catholic Co.) 

Why are Sts. James and 

John called the “sons of 

thunder”?  Their fiery zeal and 

energy earned these two brothers 

nicknames from Our Lord 

 St. James the Greater by Guido 
Reni 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30  31 1 
 

2 
Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 PM                                                                     

3 
 

4 
 
 

U.S. Coast Guard 
Birthday 

5 

 
 

Gulf of Tonkin Vietnam 
1964 

6 
 
 

Transfiguration 
of the Lord 

7                     

Purple Heart Day 

  

8 
 

9 
Council 
Meeting  
7:00 PM 

10 

 
11 

 
12 

 
 

Ice Cream Social after 
5:00 Mass 

13  
 
 

14 
 
 

V-J Day 1945 

15 
 

Assumption 
of the BVM 

16 
 

17 
 

18 19 
 
 

Installation of 2023-24 
Officers after 5:00 Mass 

20   
 
 

21 

 

22 

 

23 
 

24 25 
 

26 

27 
 

 

28 
 

 

29 
 

30 31 
 

 

1 2                                       

September2023 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

 
 

28 
 

29 

 

30 
  

31 
 

1 
 
 
 

2 

 
 

Japan signs Surrender 
1945 

 3 
 

4 
  
 

Labor Day 

5 6 
Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 PM                                                                     

7 

 

8 

 
 

Nativity of the 
BVM 

9 

  
 
 

10 
 
 

Pancakes 

11 
 
 

Patriot Day 

12 
 

13 
Council 
Meeting  
7:00 PM 

14 
 
 

Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross 

15 
 

Our Lady of 
Sorrows 

16 
 

17 

Citizenship Day 

18 
 

US Air Force 
Birthday 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

Autumn begins 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
 

27 28 
 
 

29 30 
Pot Luck for Knights & 
their spouses at WGK 

Jeff’s 6:00 pm 
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Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2023-2024 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        SK Jefferson Pinto       480-299-9053                            CUF Degree Team                                                               

Chaplain                Fr. Don Kline                480-905-0221                             Blood Drive           Dennis Logue               603-667-3957                            

D. Grand Knight   SK Tom Munks             480-241-0578                            Oktoberfest          SK Jerry Wood              602-568-2779        

Chancellor            SK Robert Mastro        303-880-0536                             Faith Director:  John Walker   Family Director                                       

Financial Sec.       SK Brian Light               630-267-9577                            Community Director: Dennis Logue                                

Treasurer              SK Gene Arvizu             480-776-4794                            Life Director: SK Don Tellis                                                                                                                             

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460                              Family Director    Vacant: volunteer needed                                                                             

Advocate               SK Michael Dill            760-213-3737                             Food for the Poor SK Santo Graziano          602-321-1673 

Warden                 SK Vinnie Cefalu            602-350-9106                            Tootsie Roll Drive  SK Vinnie Cefalu           602-350-9106                                                                                                            

Outside Guard      Justin Navarre              248-806-0769                             Free Throw Contest   Dennis Logue           603-667-3957-                                                                                                

Inside Guard         Tim Olinski                    602-568-0982                                                                                    

3yr Trustee           Dennis Logue                603-667-3957                            Fr. Pete Memorial Golf  Tournament                                                                                                                            

2yr Trustee            SK Michael Smalley     480-473-8159                             Retention Chairman   SK Daniel Conway   480-686-9256  

1yr Trustee            SK Jerry Wood              602-568-2779                             Editor: SK Jerry Wood    

                 

     2                   

 

·Brian Abernathy    ·Brian Jacobson  · Isabelle Pate            Good of the Order Prayer List July 2023                  

·Angelo Aleo               ·Roxanne Jordan                 · Kelly Patterson                          

·Theodore Billings     ·Ray Klodt  · Kayla Perez   Brothers, please join us as we pray for 

·Michelle Capone                ·Kasia Kolano              · Michael Robert Perez  these Knights and their families.            

·Ed Carl      ·Jim Kusbel  · SK Steve Pirrone   All of our Clergy:          

·David Carlisi       ·David MacKay  · Lorettta Rizzo   Fr. Don Kline, Fr. Andrzej Boroch,         

·Mary Caroline         ·Joey Marino  · Willie Rodriguez Sr.  Fr. Doug Spina; Deacon Al Homiski,                       

Joyce Conway                      · Carlos Martinez & family · Miguel Angel Samaniego       Deacon Frank Nevarez, Deacon Peter     

·Carrie & Tony Cefalu          · Harvey Martin  · Lynn Sell   Auriemma.                                        

·Kevin Daly        · SK Brian Mastro       · Jack Smalley   We pray for the good health of all    

·William Davis      · John Mayes          ·SK Michael Smalley  Knights & their families and our own         

·Barbara Day      · Diane McMahon  · Lorene Solomon    Knights who find the strength and the        

·Bill  Day        · Kaye & Richard Minchey   · Billy Spanko   will to keep coming out to do God’s· 

Frances Decordovan           · SK Duane Moore         · Preston Stotz   will, and for the safety and good health            

·Lupe DeGroodt       · Al & Judy Mozingo   · Deborah Jane Wood  of all our military, police, fire fighters,   

·Magdalena Dinan          · Abigale Munks    · Joe Wood   and all first responders.         

·Lynn Evans         · Beverly Ann Neely   · Susan Wood   Lord, protect our Supreme Court                 

·SK Ric Fichera      · Francesca Norante    ·8th Grader Nick   Justices and all Crisis Pregnancy       

·Satinder Gill       · Gary Norton      Centers.                         

·Patricia Greifme        · Tim Oliinski                               

·Rachel Harford       · Ursula Olinski                                   

·Terry Hargis       · Junior Ortega                        

·Jerry Hindermann       · Christine Pate 

                                   son 
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 The Story of the 
Solemnity of the 
Assumption of Mary 
On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius 
XII defined the Assumption of 
Mary to be a dogma of faith: “We 
pronounce, declare and define it 
to be a divinely revealed dogma 
that the immaculate Mother of 
God, the ever Virgin Mary, having 
completed the course of her 
earthly life, was assumed body 
and soul to heavenly glory.” The 
pope proclaimed this dogma only 
after a broad consultation of 
bishops, theologians and laity. 
There were few dissenting voices. 
What the pope solemnly declared 
was already a common belief in 

the Catholic Church.  

We find homilies on the 
Assumption going back to the 
sixth century. In following 
centuries, the Eastern Churches 
held steadily to the doctrine, but 
some authors in the West were 
hesitant. However by the 13th 
century there was universal 

agreement. The feast was  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

celebrated under various names-- Commemoration, 
Dormition, Passing, Assumption–from at least the fifth or 
sixth century. Today it is celebrated as a solemnity. 

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s Assumption into 
heaven. Nevertheless, Revelation 12 speaks of a woman who 
is caught up in the battle between good and evil. Many see 
this woman as God’s people. Since Mary best embodies the 
people of both Old and New Testaments, her Assumption can 

be seen as an exemplification of the woman’s victory.  

Furthermore, in 1 Corinthians 15:20, Paul speaks of Christ’s 

resurrection as the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

Since Mary is closely associated with all the mysteries of 
Jesus’ life, it is not surprising that the Holy Spirit has led the 
Church to believe in Mary’s share in his glorification. So close 
was she to Jesus on earth, she must be with him body and 

soul in heaven. 

Reflection 

In the light of the Assumption of Mary, it is easy to pray her 
Magnificat (Luke 1:46–55) with new meaning. In her glory she 
proclaims the greatness of the Lord and finds joy in God her 
savior. God has done marvels to her and she leads others to 

recognize God’s holiness. She is the lowly handmaid who 
deeply reverenced her God and has been raised to the 

heights. From her position of strength she will help the lowly 
and the poor find justice on earth, and she will challenge the 
rich and powerful to distrust wealth and power as a source of 

happiness. 
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We’re on the Web!                      

See us at: 

www.kofc12164.org  
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ora pro nobis! 
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of Mary 
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