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Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life

GK NOTES

Hello!
We had a wonderful installation event on June 24th.   The new officers have been sworn into their respective
positions.  I will say once more a big thank you to all the past officers and special thanks to those that have signed
up again to serve this council.  There were some annual awards presented to some very deserving individuals and
families (see article below). I want to keep something that Rick lived by during his tenure: "Servant Leadership". 
This is good motto to live by and for our council in general.



I look forward to working with various parish staff that have assisted us during Rick’s tenure and hope to keep
those good relationships going during my time in this position.   I also look forward to working with our Chaplain
Father Terry and ask for his continued support of our council, promoting our events and for his spiritual guidance
in helping greater cooperation between the church and our council.
 
We have a lot of work to do this coming year with some changes announced  at the national level.   I want to
increase membership and welcome new ideas and blood that our council needs. We will work hard to earn
recognition at the state level. When I accepted the Deputy Grand Knight leadership position one year ago, I did
not have as much understanding of what it takes to perform the duties of this position.   Rick has showed many
things by asking me to step up and perform new tasks.  I ask that you keep your new officers in your prayers and
continue to offer our support when requested. 

Closer to home we need to keep Dan Ostermeyer in our prayers for a complete and speedy recovery from his
medical procedure of this week.  I want the Knights to say special prayer for Dawn Mayer who recently lost her

mother not very long after losing her dad.  Arlene Mayer will lie in state at Holy Family this Monday, June 29th from
9:00 AM until the time of the funeral mass at 11:00 AM

Vivat Jesus!

Frank  

====================================================

Faith

ADORATION July 9 & 10            ROSARY July 4 & 5 

ADORATION: EVERY FIRST FRIDAY (and preceding Thursday evening) 
ONE WEEK LATER IN JULY DUE TO THE 4TH OF JULY HOLIDAY

MARIAN MINISTRY ROSARY: In Church, every first Saturday of the month at 4:15 pm AND first Sunday at
10:30am 

 

====================================================

Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life

ADORATION: CLICK HERE for more info about our Council participation

https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/CouncilNews.asp?CNO=11981#26613


GOOD OF THE ORDER
Charity • Unity • Fraternity • Patriotism

by Annettee Budzban

Volunteering brings joy to both givers and receivers

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here I am,
send me.’” — Isaiah 6:8 

My niece shared with me she has signed up to volunteer at a local food pantry.
“Summertime is a great time to volunteer,” I told her.

 
I pondered how my desire to volunteer started when I was a young girl. If the teacher asked for someone to erase

a blackboard or fold papers after school, my hand skyrocketed upward.
 

Oftentimes, my mother would ask me to run an errand to the grocery store several blocks away, or deliver
something to my aunt who lived around the corner. I felt a warmth inside each time I was able to meet this need.

 
Many of you can relate to the same situations or have similar ones of your own, when the spirit to volunteer

started to motivate you to serve someone in a special way.
 

Even the biblical prophet Isaiah caught the passion to volunteer when God was looking for someone to go forth
and speak to the people of Israel regarding his plan for them.

 
Volunteers bring relief, provide support, and offer assistance to someone in order to meet a need. It may require a

step of courage as you take a risk and do something you’ve never done before or go somewhere you’ve never
been.

 
A friend of mine volunteered to go on a mission trip to another country. She had to think about the health and

safety risks involved, but the passion to help another won over her own comfort.
 

Although some volunteers travel far, many people volunteer in their own churches, communities, schools or
neighborhoods.

 
Many achieve this by taking a sick friend to a doctor’s visit; baking cookies for a school bake sale or an elderly

friend; helping at a hospital; working at a local food pantry; or serving food to the less fortunate. Some sing in the
church choir (a personal favorite of mine). I heard someone made extras for dinner so she could bring a plate to a

recently widowed neighbor.
 

The ways we volunteer are endless, and so are the blessings they bring to others. I believe some of the
joy we experience in life’s journey happens when we volunteer.

 
• Annettee Budzban is a Christian author of the book “Letters To A Friend,” speaker, life and writing coach and nurse
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Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life
 

OFFICER INSTALLATION &

 



VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION
.  DINNER RECAP

       
Some 80 Knights Family gathered this past Wednesday to celebrate & honor our many great volunteers' efforts,

install our incoming officers and enjoy dinner and fellowship together. 

Jim, Rick, Sean, Dan, Churchill, Bernie, Frank, Mike, Nick, Bob, Rich, Greg, Lou

INSTALLATION MOMENTS



                    
Outgoing GK Rick                Incoming GK Frank             District Deputy Dick            Deacon George

                                                                 
                Nancy and GK Frank Biank                                    Marie & DGK Mike Colby                             Cordelia & Chancellor Churchill Okorotete

         

       

                

" Worthy Officers, ...you must be renewed in Christ and that your administration must show that Catholic lay leadership among
the people of God flows from this renewal."

      

RECEPTION & DINNER



        

                  
     

    
Three GK's and their three "First Ladies"

          
Kudos & thanks to our team of cooks and servers!!

The Cooks: Mike & Marie Colby, Mike Gilbert, Ron Wojewoda, Lou Rundio & Irene Pezdirtz;
The Servers: Irene, Doris Lovern, Diann Mason, Dodie Carney, John Posch, Sharyn Gilbert, Juliann Rose

and Dianna & Nicole Stachiw
and da Bar Tender Dale Razkowski.

 

====================================================

Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life

ANYTIME 24/7!! 
SEE ALL THE LATEST AND ONGOING COUNCIL INFO

ON OUR WEBSITE:

www.Kofc11981.com

Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life

KUDOS & CONGRATS TO THOSE HONORED
WITH OUR ANNUAL COUNCIL AWARDS 

http://www.kofc11981.com/


-----------------------------------------------------------

BLESSED MICHAEL J. McGIVNEY AWARD
Trustee / Past Grand Knight Greg Flanagan

Award presented to Greg by GK Rick
 

The BLESSED FATHER MICHAEL J. McGIVNEY AWARD is granted to a Knight whose sustained and significant
contributions have been a blessing to both our council and parish. In name alone, you know that this is an

exemplary honor! 

We are incredibly proud to recognize Greg as our 2026 McGivney Award Winner!

Through three different chapters of our council's history…as Deputy to our Past Grand Knight Dean-o, during his
own two-year GK term, and as an active PGK…time and again he’s been our anchor to make everyone else's job
easier. He never hesitates to ask the hard questions we need to hear. Yet, despite his leadership, Greg remains
the definition of humility—always the first to show up and are usually the one holding the mop at the end of the

night.

Greg’s dedication and personal sacrifice for our Parish and brother Knights are truly inspiring. He
embodies Charity, Unity, and Fraternity in everything he does! We are incredibly grateful for his steadfast

contributions

With gratitude and great respect,
The 2025-2026 BLESSED FATHER MICHAEL J. McGIVNEY AWARD is granted to 

Sir Knight Greg Flanagan
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

FAMILY OF THE YEAR
Mike and Marie Colby 



GK Rick presents to Mike & Marie

The FAMILY OF THE YEAR award recognizes a council family who demonstrates strong Christian values and
makes significant, lasting, contributions to our Parish and Council.  

It is with great pride that we recognize
Mike and Marie Colby as our 2025-2026 Family of the Year.

Mike and Marie are an exceptional team and true partners in life and service. Beyond Mike’s leadership on the I.D.
Drive and the Keep Christ in Christmas programs, their joint dedication to our Christmas Party, Café events, and

Fish Fries has been invaluable. Thanks to their strong example, our events have regularly benefitted from the
generous support of their family and friends.

Mike and Marie have clearly demonstrated that active participation is what makes our Council's activities possible.
Our Knights, spouses, widows, and friends form an extended family that not only works together but deeply enjoys

each other’s company. Your incredible support strengthens our entire Knights Family.

Thank you so much Mike and Marie for everything you do!

Kudos to the Colbys!!
 2025–2026 FAMILY OF THE YEAR

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

KNIGHT OF THE YEAR
Mike Gilbert



Award presented by GK Rick
 

The "KNIGHT OF THE YEAR" exemplifies the traits of a solid Catholic man who stands above the rest in
promotion of the principles of our Church and our Order. 

We are proud to present Mike Gilbert our 2026 Knight of the Year award. This prestigious honor is a true reflection
of his unwavering dedication and the role he played in the success of our council this fraternal year.

Mike's extensive community involvement—ranging from multiple parish ministries and volunteer work at Faith
Feeds Food Pantry to transportation services at Northwest Community Hospital—is truly commendable. It was
particularly impressive when he took on the Café and Fish Fry purchasing responsibilities for the council earlier

this year. Assuming this complex, time-intensive role on top of his existing obligations is greatly appreciated.

Mike's dedication to our parish, our community and your his fellow Knights, truly brings our core values of Charity,
Unity, and Fraternity to life. Thank you Mike for your continued contributions!

Congrats to
Sir Knight Mike Gilbert 

2025-2026 KNIGHT OF THE YEAR
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

AND LAST, BUT NOT LEAST, OUR (NOW)
IMMEDIATE PAST GRAND KNIGHT

Sir Knight Rick McMahon



       
It is impossible to put to words the depth of contribution Rick has made to our Council, and the parish, over the
past FOUR years serving in our top two Officer positions, As Deputy Grand Knight, AKA Program Director, and

the as Grand Knight, he artfully led our programs to greater focus & success. Significant, but likely not noticed by
all, Rick took us "into the 21st Century" particularly by developing and managing our website and...

fighting a never ending battle for truth, justice and getting rid of paper!  

To use HIS words, Rick's efforts and devotion on behalf of our Parish and his fellow Knights are Charity, Fraternity
and Unity in Action!

Rick, Holy Family (Council & Parish) have benefited greatly under your leadership!
Thank you for EVERYTHING!!

====================================================

A BIG 

to our Brothers who served as Officers and Directors
during the just ended Fraternal Year 2025-2026

Stepping up into any of these positions is not only a great honor, but much in the way of responsibility.  On behalf
of our Council 11981, Thank You for being those people!  You have served our council well and we share our

gratitude to not only you, but also to your families for allowing us to benefit from your time & efforts.

Some of these fine men are continuing in their same roles in this new Fraternal Year, many are assuming new
positions and a couple are stepping down. We continue to offer our thanks and prayers for their success.  



Special thanks to Ken Aman who is stepping down after
serving ELEVEN years as Treasurer and Trustee

Frank Biank is “movin’ on up” from Deputy Grand Knight to Grand Knight

As is Mike Colby, from Community Director to Deputy Grand Knight

PGK Rick McMahon moves from Grand Knight to Trustee

Mike Gilbert is leaving the Guard position to focus more on "The Cafe"

David Piasecki is stepping down from Treasurer

We welcome new officers: Bernie Rupe, Treasurer, Churchill Okorotete, Chancellor/Membership Director
and PGK Rich Surma & Sean Halloran, Guards

Finally, these Officers will continue in their current positions: 
Rev. Terry Keehan, Chaplain, 

Deacon Bob Lanigan, Associate Chaplain
Dan Tokarz, Financial Secretary 

Nick Tancredi, Advocate
Lou Rundio, Recorder 

Jim Posch, Warden
Bob Vanselow, Trustee

PGK Greg Flanagan, Trustee

====================================================

Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life

LOOKING FURTHER AHEAD
KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING! (and plan to join in!)

 

-- Wednesday July 22nd: Membership Meeting
       6:30pm. Holy Family Lower Level

-- NO CAFE IN JULY (Happy Summer everyone!!)

-- Saturday/Sunday August 29th/30th; The Cafe

====================================================



===========================================

====================================================

HELPFUL LINKS

KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING! (and join in!)

====================================================

PRAYER REQUESTS

CLICK HERE to view our COUNCIL CALENDAR

CLICK HERE to SEE current Prayer Requests

https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/events.asp?CNO=11981
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/prayers.asp?CNO=11981


====================================================

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

NEWS TO SHARE???   Here’s how…
- Any info to share, questions, comments, etc for the FridayBLAST?? Send to Editor Greg
Flanagan greg.flanagan@comcast.net

- For our FACEBOOK page, (if you don’t know how to do it yourself) email PGK Bob
Wagner  rmwagner53@gmail.com with the topic and picture(s) and he will take care of it.
 
STAY IN TOUCH WITH OUR COUNCIL #11981@
- COUNCIL WEBSITE:  www.kofc11981.com
- E-COMMERCE STORE:   http://store.knights11981.com
- FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/groups/587321024766211
 
OTHER HELPFUL LINKS...
- KNIGHTS GEAR  http://www.knightsgear.com  
The official online store of the Knights of Columbus offering promotional items and gifts.
- HOLY FAMILY WEBSITE: https://holyfamilyparish.org
- STATE KC WEBSITE:  http://www.illinoisknights.org  
- SUPREME KC WEBSITE: http://www.kofc.org

Copyright © 2026 Holy Family Knights of Columbus Council #11981, All rights reserved.
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