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FridayBLAST will take a holiday break…Next scheduled issue will drop January 16th
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Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life

ANYTIME 24/7!! 
TO SEE ALL THE LATEST AND ONGOING

COUNCIL INFO

TO GO TO OUR WEBSITE
KofC11981.com

HEADLINES
 

GK NOTES
"A SUNDAY IN BETHLEHEM"volunteers needed Today, Saturday and Sunday
CHRISTMAS EVE PARKING ASSISTANCE Wednesday
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY  Dec 28/29: Give just A FEW MINUTES after
the mass of your choice
 

http://www.kofc11981.com/


HOLIDAY EVENTS RECAPS:

           - HOLY FAMILY BLOOD DRIVE
           - COUNCIL CHRISTMAS PARTY
           - HFCA FACULTY CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST 
           - “KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS” POSTER CONTEST 

KNIGHTS/FAMILIES OF THE MONTHS
GOOD OF THE ORDER  "This Christmas, something in me has shifted..."
SOON AFTER THE HOLIDAYS...
YOU GOT MAIL Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

 

HELPFUL LINKS TO KNIGHTS ONLINE SITES

===========================================

Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life

GK NOTES

Wishing all of you a Christmas filled with God's love and grace. May the light of Christ
guide you through the season and into the New Year!"

We have been blessed with a great Christmas party, a wonderful "Keep Christ in Christmas" art
contest, and wonderful volunteer opportunities to gather and share the spirit for Christmas. (the
good spirits, not the scary Scrooge ones!)  

Thanks to all of you who volunteer at Holy Family, especially those volunteering for "A Sunday
in Bethlehem, Christmas Eve Parking, and our Feast of the Holy Family, prayer card
distribution over the next 10 days. Please see signup opportunities below.  

I again ask that you continue to pray for our many members facing serious medical issues.
While we are grateful for the improved health of some of our Knights family, we still have many
cherished 11981 family facing health challenges!  Please visit our council "Prayer Requests" on
our website. Click on link toward bottom of this FridayBLAST.

"Thanks for all you do!", and again, Have a Blessed Christmas! 



Rick

===========================================

Faith/Family/Community

"A SUNDAY IN BETHLEHEM"
EVENT:  THIS Sunday, December 21 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES : Friday, Saturday &/or Sunday 

This Sunday, our parish offers the opportunity to step back in time to the days of Jesus'
birth with the sights, sounds and spirit of Bethlehem as Holy Family space is transformed

with a marketplace, hospitality, storytelling and a living nativity.

MANY folks have already signed up as volunteers for set up, take down &/or to work
doing the event. MANY more are wanted.  Please click on link below and review the

available slots  (Feel free to sign up for multiple spots!) 

Many hands will make for light work...and a successful event! 

===========================================

Faith/Community

CHRISTMAS EVE PARISHIONER PARKING
ASSISTANCE

 
Wednesday December 24th 

2:00 to 4:00 pm

Again, this year we will provide service to the Parish by
providing parking lot traffic assistance for the Christmas Eve afternoon masses.

Can you come out for all or part of the time (especially the first hour)?

CLICK HERE to view "Bethlehem" opportunities

CLICK HERE to help with Christmas Eve Parking

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E45ABAD28A1FFCE9-60576496-asunday/48139859#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0449A5A62DA5F58-61172393-copy#/


===========================================

Faith
Our parish will be celebrating

the Feast of the Holy Family
the Weekend of December 27-

28. As in previous years, we
will be handing out our

Knights of Columbus Family
Prayer Cards.

 
Please sign up below to give a

few minutes to hand out
Prayer Cards after your mass

of choice.

===========================================

Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life

HOLIDAY RECAPS 

HOLY FAMILY BLOOD DRIVE

Despite an overnight snowstorm that kept Mass attendance down, the drive collected 24
units saving up to 72 lives in one day! 

 As always, thanks to Respect Life couple Dan & Katy Ostermeyer for leading the
event (and for “Blood Drop” GK Rick for pitching in.)

CLICK HERE for Feast of the Holy Family - Prayer Card
Distribution

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0449A5A62DA5F58-61172517-copy#/


   

------------------------------------------------------------

COUNCIL CHRISTMAS PARTY

This year brought a new venue for our Council Christmas Party, Tap House Grill.
 Attendees enjoyed an evening of Christmas cheer, food & conversation.  A good time

was had by all.

Kudos to Party Co-Chairs Mike Colby and Marie Colby. And to the committee of GK
Rick & Pam McMahon, Rich Surma, Treasurer Dan Tokarz.  Special thanks to Pam for

creating the table decorations and personalized ornaments for the guests and to Rich
and Marie for creating door prize creations.

and a BIG Thank You to all who attended!!

------------------------------------------------------------



HFCA FACULTY CHRISTMAS BREAKFAST 

An intrepid group of brothers got to Holy Family early last Monday morning and produced
a breakfast feast for the HFCA Teachers & Staff.

  

Special thanks to: Rick, Frank, John, Mike, Mike & Marie, Greg, Bob, Lou, David

------------------------------------------------------------

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST

The theme for this year’s art work was “Light of Christ Shines Bright“. Over 360 HFCA
students participated with 1st, 2nd & 3rd place winners recognized across each of 5

grade groupings. Our Council awarded these winners with cash gifts and free breakfast
at the "The Café" for them and their family,



     
Judging the poster finalists

Thanks to Community Director Mike Colby for again coordinating this event and
especially to HFCA Art Teacher Jamie Schnell for leading the in-classroom efforts. 

===========================================

Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life
 

KNIGHTS/FAMILIES OF THE MONTHS

Click HERE to see more Holiday Event pics on our website:
KofC11981

https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/photo-galleries.asp?CNO=11981


This month, at our Christmas Party,
we honored TWO Knights and TWO Families of the Month

November Knight of
the Month

John Posch

As John Posch knows, it is due to the sacrifices
of the many that we are able to accomplish the
things we do at our parish.

Post pandemic, we were looking to restart the
Café and we called upon John to ask if he would
be interested in coming back to the Café (which
he basically helped to create many years ago.) 
Fortunately for us, he decided to accept!

For our various food functions, John spends days
and many miles in his personal vehicle to provide
the best cost and best quality for everything we
make. Between purchasing, delivery, organizing,
setting up and serving, each Café or Fish Fry is a
30-hour part-time job for John. 

John's dedication on behalf of our Parish and our
Knights Family are Charity, Fraternity and Unity in
Action! Thank you John!

--------------------------------------------------------

 
December Knight of

the Month
Mike Colby

 
 

We proudly  recognize Mike Colby as our
December 2025  Knight of the Month. This
December award for Mike might seem somewhat
predictable! In his role as the Community Director,
the majority of his substantial activities are
crammed into the first 4 months of the fraternal
year!

First and foremost, Mike is a regular part of our
food events. He introduced Free Will Donation
Beverages at our Fish Fries which generated
significant revenue. For the ID drive he over came
significant obstacles, creating new donation
avenues which exceeded our previous years
totals. His friends and local business contacts
were a major source of online donations. Mike's
leadership of the "Keep Christ in Christmas"
program has been embraced by the Academy
with 100% art class participation, creating another
bridge between the Parish and the School. Last



but not least, he coordinated  our annual
Christmas Party!

Mike thank you for your continued contributions,
and congratulations on being our December
2025 Knight of the Month!

--------------------------------------------------------

November Family of
the Month

Bob and Pat
Vanselow

We are proud to select Bob and Pat Vanselow
as our “Family of the Month” for November 2025. 

Bob and Pat are active in our many functions,
always serving parishioners with a smile. Bob has
worked patiently at all of our food functions as
John Posch’s right hand set up man. Both of the
Vanselows work in the Café food line, and Pat
sometimes working as a cashier. Both staying
around well after the events  to help put things
away and clean up. We also appreciate their
serving our Knights family at our corporate mass
receptions.

Bob's & Pat's efforts and participation strengthen
our Knights Family. Thank you so much, and
congratulations!

--------------------------------------------------------



 

December Family of
the Month

Mike and Sharyn
Gilbert

We are proud to to have Mike and Sharyn
Gilbert as our “Family of the Month” for
December 2025. 

Both Mike and Sharyn  have been very active in
our many functions. Mike managing the kitchen at
our food events  and, more recently, taking on
some of the purchasing duties. Sharyn  is one of
our most consistent servers on Sunday, always
serving others with a smile. We also appreciate
their serving our Knights family at our corporate
masses.

Mike & Sharyn have both demonstrated that
participation is what makes our council’s activities
possible. Our Knights, spouses, widows and
friends are an extended family that not only works
together  but also enjoys each other’s company.
Thank you so much and congratulations!
 

===========================================

Faith/Family/Community/Respect Life

GOOD OF THE ORDER
Charity • Unity • Fraternity • Patriotism

From Pastor Emeritus Fr. Med Laz
 

This Christmas, something in me has shifted...
 

...the sparkle of toys and the excitement of gifts no longer pull at my heart.  What matters now
is the search for Jesus in Bethlehem. The babe in the manger is the one I want to find.
 
I'm not one of the shepherds, but I still feel the tug to leave what I’m doing and hurry toward the
light. I'm not one of the sheep, cows, or goats, but I still sense the hush and holiness of that
stable calling me in. I'm not one of the angels singing above, but l feel a quiet music rising
inside me just the same.   And I'm certainly not one of the Wise Men, but I'm on the same
journey, walking slowly trying to find my way to the child who changes everything.
 
For most of my life, I have resembled the innkeeper – – honest, tired, full of responsibilities and
saying, “No room here.” No room for Mary. No room for Joseph. No room for the Child. But this
year is different. 



I discover Joseph – – a man who stands guard over hope itself, reminding me that love
requires protection. I discover Mary – – a woman of deep courage, reminding me that God
often works through quiet surrender. I discover Jesus -- a newborn so small, yet somehow
carrying the weight of my whole heart in this tiny hands.
 

I finally understand that Christmas is not about what I receive – – it’s about who I am
willing to become...And this year, I’m opening the door.

 

===========================================

Soon after the Holidays...
 -- First (“Second!”) Friday Adoration: January 8th & 9th

(A week late due to New Year’s holiday)

-- 9 Days for Life​ Novena: January 16th-24th

-- First of Five Fabulous Friday Fish Frys: February 20th
(continuing on Feb 27, March 6, 13 & 20)

See our Council Website www.kofc11981 for more information

===========================================

Come on out!  Our Next Membership Meeting is...
Wednesday January 28th

6:30pm. Lower Level

http://www.kofc11981/


LOOKING AHEAD: our February meeting will be on Wednesday the 25th

===========================================

TAKE NOTE…

No Cafe in December
(Merry Christmas!)

We’ll be back January
24th/25th

 

===========================================

 

Priest Appreciation:   As previously noted, last month our Council
again gave appreciation gifts to our parish religious:

Coats for Christmas:  Our Council donated new coats to help a
family through the Welcome a Stranger Ministry, just in time for
some cold December weather.  What a blessing to have the
opportunity to help!

CLICK to see Priest Appreciation Thank You notes

https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/CouncilNews.asp?CNO=11981#29329


ID Drive:  Proceeds from our 2025 Intellectual Disabilities Drive
were presented to the Little City Foundation:

===========================================

HELPFUL LINKS

KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING! (and join in!)

===========================================

PRAYER REQUESTS

=======================================

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

CLICK to see Photo & Thank You from the Burgos family

CLICK to see Thank You note

CLICK HERE to view our COUNCIL CALENDAR

CLICK HERE to SEE current Prayer Requests

CLICK HERE to ADD a Prayer Request. (Then, you may be
asked to enter your membership number and your birthday as

password.)

CLICK HERE FOR YOUR OFFICERS & DIRECTORS INFO

https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/CouncilNews.asp?CNO=11981#27668
https://uknight.org/Councils/c11981_NA_2025LC%20Thank%20You%20Note%20.pdf
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/events.asp?CNO=11981
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/prayers.asp?CNO=11981
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/prayerRequest.asp?CNO=11981&MNO=4252923
https://uknight.org/CouncilSite/officers.asp?CNO=11981


NEWS TO SHARE???   Here’s how…
- Any info to share, questions, comments, etc for the FridayBLAST?? Send to Editor
Greg Flanagan greg.flanagan@comcast.net

- For our FACEBOOK page, (if you don’t know how to do it yourself) email PGK Bob
Wagner  rmwagner53@gmail.com with the topic and picture(s) and he will take care of it.
 
STAY IN TOUCH WITH OUR COUNCIL #11981@
- COUNCIL WEBSITE:  www.kofc11981.com
- E-COMMERCE STORE:   http://store.knights11981.com
- FACEBOOK:   www.facebook.com/groups/587321024766211
 
OTHER HELPFUL LINKS...
- KNIGHTS GEAR  http://www.knightsgear.com  
The official online store of the Knights of Columbus offering promotional items and gifts.
- HOLY FAMILY WEBSITE: https://holyfamilyparish.org
- STATE KC WEBSITE:  http://www.illinoisknights.org  
- SUPREME KC WEBSITE: http://www.kofc.org

Copyright © 2025 Holy Family Knights of Columbus Council #11981, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

mailto:greg.flanagan@comcast.net
mailto:rmwagner53@gmail.com
https://knights11981.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f128f77850625eb2bc85aa8a&id=923d85e722&e=3275bc4193
http://kofc11981.com/
https://knights11981.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f128f77850625eb2bc85aa8a&id=71f788f3a5&e=3275bc4193
http://www.facebook.com/groups/587321024766211
http://www.knightsgear.com/
https://holyfamilyparish.org/
https://knights11981.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f128f77850625eb2bc85aa8a&id=36a6f6b68e&e=3275bc4193
https://knights11981.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f128f77850625eb2bc85aa8a&id=3922ca7413&e=3275bc4193
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=knightsof%20columbus
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=knightsof%20columbus
http://www.knights11981.com/
http://www.knights11981.com/
https://knights11981.us15.list-manage.com/profile?u=2f128f77850625eb2bc85aa8a&id=1719f3ec9d&e=[UNIQID]&c=ee5428f157
https://knights11981.us15.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=2f128f77850625eb2bc85aa8a&id=1719f3ec9d&t=b&e=[UNIQID]&c=ee5428f157
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=2f128f77850625eb2bc85aa8a
https://login.mailchimp.com/signup/email-referral/?aid=2f128f77850625eb2bc85aa8a

