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Editor: Thomas J Kaiser

Message from Fr. Paul:
Do | want to Die a Natural
Death? What’s our New Year’s
Resolution?

Until this past month the
answer to that question has been a
clear yes. The passing of IL Senate
bill #150 signed into law by our
governor now provides for a very
sad option in that you could request
two doctors to agree that you could
die through assisted suicide. A
reason given by some is that this
would be to lessen the patient’s pain
and suffering. A study of a similar
law in Oregon shows that’s the least
often real reason. Sparing the family
having to decide on care or because
insurance doesn’t cover long term
care seem to be other reasons. The
Catholic Church in Canon Law and
the Catechism of the Catholic
Church restates that we choose
natural death not prolonged by
treatments or medication. The
ethical principles guiding medical
staff often lead to hospice care that
makes the individual as comfortable
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as possible as the dying process
continues to its natural end.

When very healthy we can
utilize tools that help family and
medical staff in making future
decisions when we are terminally
ill. Do you have a Medical Power of
Attorney? Have you a Living Will?
Are you aware of Catholic
Advanced Directives for Health
Care? Are ethical issues clear?
Have you created or updated your
legal will? Searching the internet
can help with what to do. Be sure
that they are Catholic ethical
resolutions. No one wants to die but
we are often reminded in scripture
that we do not know the hour when
the Lord will call. Are we
spiritually prepared for that call?
Talk about your options with your
family. Assist a family member if
they are terminal.

Let this conversation be part
of our very serious New Year’s
resolution. Take care of your
spiritual and physical health. A
Blessed 2026 for all.

ILL Assoc. State Chaplain — Fr.
Paul Gins, O.S.M.

Chapter President Message
Brothers:

As | write this,

Christmas 2025 is

officially in the

rearview mirror. However, | hope that
the gratitude and the generosity of this
Christmas season stays with each and
every one of you and drives your
leadership model for the remainder of
FY2026.

As a reminder... we are asking that
each DD please bring only the First
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Place winners from each of your
Councils to the January 10 Chapter
Meeting at Our Lady of Hope. The
meeting begins at 10 AM.

Councils and Districts should also be
finalizing plans for the annual Free
Throw Contest. Council contest should
ideally be occurring in January, and
District Deputies are tasking with
organizing a District level competition
in February. District Deputies need to
order your District awards from
Supreme NOW!

Here is the link to the Regional
schedule. Which regional you
participate in depends on which
District you are in.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
1rDAItinSoArFfevmdZ0OoOjbHwOItu3
Iview

Our first annual K of C Chicago
Chapter Charities Banquet is rapidly
approaching on Sunday January 11,
2026 at Allegra Banguets in Schiller
Park. This year’s recipient will be Fr.
Scott Donohue and Mercy Home for
Boys and Girls. Please see flyer for
tickets and sponsorship details.

Lent is rapidly approaching as well.
Ash Wednesday is on February 18,
2026. | think it is important that we all
pause for a moment and consider what
we are going to do, as individuals and
Councils, to make this Lent a true
spiritual journey. The ultimate
culmination of those 40 days is the
resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
It is the literal reason why we call
ourselves Christians.

I think we, as Knights, are all too often
focused on the idea of being of
“service,” but neglect our own spiritual
journeys. We focus more on the “fish
fry”” than we do on the Stations of the
Cross. | strongly encourage each
Knight and each Council to
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contemplate how we will encounter the
Paschal mystery in 2026.

On a related topic of spirituality....
When | first became a Knight, it
seemed that every Council would
celebrate the Feast of the Annunciation.
There were special “pro-life” Masses
(often celebrated by local Bishops),
pubic processions, and parish
hospitalities. As each year passes, it
seems that the number of Councils
publicly celebrating “the day Mary said
yes” is dwindling.

As Knights of Columbus, we are Pro
Life! This year, let’s redouble our
efforts to celebrate the Feast of the
Annunciation. Now is the time to ask
our Pastors for permission to host a
Mass, a Procession, and a Hospitality
to mark the occasion. Although it may
very well be too late, ask your local
Auxiliary Bishop if he can celebrate
such an event. Our Parishes are
stronger when we publicly exhibit our
faith. And don’t be surprised if some of
the faithful men of your Parish are
inspired by your Witness and ask how
they can join our Order!

To paraphrase the Gospel of Matthew
They will know us by our Actions!

Jetf

Jeffrey A. Griggs

Chicago Chapter President
312-218-9877
griggsjeffl@gmail.com
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SINCE 1887

“Y MERCY
HOME

FOR BOYS &GIRLS
Chicago Archdiocesan

Chapter
Knights of Columbus
Inaugural
‘Act of Charity’
Banquet
Honoring our #1 Charity
Mercy Home
for Broys and Girls

On Sunday, January 11, 2026,
the Chicago Archdiocesan Chapter
will host the Inaugural ‘Act of
Charity’ Banquet,.

This will honor our Chapter’s
Number One Charity
‘Mercy Home for Boys and Girls"
Keynote speaker for the afternoon
will be
Rev. Fr. Scott Donahue

President/CEQO of Mercy Home

Since 1887, Mercy Home for
Boys & Girls has provided children
and families with healing and tools
to build brighter futures. It gives
children who'’ve experienced abuse,
neglect, or violence a safe home,
educational support, and career
guidance.
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Taken from the Mercy Home
principles, beliefs and core values:
“The price of rebuilding young lives
is high, but the costs are relatively
low compared to the loss of a
child’s future. That is why we
steward the trust and faithful
support provided to us by donors
throughout the country who provide
us with nearly all of the funds we
need to give kids a second chance.

Because of this generosity, we are
able to provide excellent care for
children and families on a sliding
fee scale so that all families can
benefit from the programs at Mercy
Home. Cost never prevents
someone from receiving services at
Mercy Home.”

. The LUNCHEON wiill be held at:
Allegra Banquets
5035 River Road
Schiller Park, Il 60176

The luncheon entree will be
Chicken Parmigiana and Roast
Beef. Cost will be $65.00 per
person. Tables of 10
are available at the reduced price of
$600.00. Parking is free.

We are encouraging all Councils
and
Assemblies to support this
important Charit

See Dinner Reservation and Ad
Book form at end of this
newsletter.
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Master of the 4th
Degree Report -

My Brother Knights,
Happy New Year 2026!
| am honored to serve as the Master
of the Northern Illinois District, of this
great organization, the Knights of

Columbus.

I continue this role with a clear sense
of purpose and a deep respect for the
responsibility we have to our families,
our Church, and the
communities we serve.

I began my career in public service,
and that legacy has continued for more
than 55 years working alongside
military service members from all
branches, in Aviation Combat support
roles for 36 years and concurrently in
the IL State Police in varied roles from
patrol, investigator and Patrol
Commander, for 28 years. All
worthwhile and personally satisfying
efforts. As the Northern IL District
Master, | will bring together my
extensive public sector experience to
ensure you, my loyal brother Knights,
continue to provide charitable service
to our Church and communities.

As God’s chosen followers, you were
made for this, and we must not allow
ourselves to become complacent and
just let it happen. We must,

together, lead the charge if we are to
achieve the success we seek from our
efforts.

I know it is not easy but look in the
mirror and ask yourself, if not me then
who?

Our focus must be clear: Do what is
best for your family, Church,
community, and the Knights of
Columbus. That starts, as it always has,
with a
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relentless focus on providing
exceptional service — every day and
with every interaction — regardless of
the event.

Our service is fueled by enthusiastic
members, who, like you, believe in the
power of being part of something larger
than themselves. It is your
commitment to the mission that enables
you to have the experience you have
with the Knights of Columbus, which, |
hope, makes your membership even
more meaningful.

As you go forward, improve your
ability to understand the needs and
goals of those you serve and utilize the
vast array of knowledge available
from the State and Supreme Offices to
help you meet those goals to fulfill
your commitments to your family, the
Church and Community you serve.
Together with our families and
members, we will sustain the legacy of
the Knights of Columbus and build on
the solid foundation of service
excellence put in place by those who
came before us. | am grateful to the
leaders before me who established a
durable foundation of service to our
organization.

Those leaders led with a passion for
the mission, and our organization stood
tall in service to our Church and
communities, both in life’s everyday
moments and on the darkest of days.
Each of you can recall stories from
your fellow members, who better
understood the efforts required for
success. They were innovative,
evolving and adapting to help the
organization navigate life’s ups and
downs.

That glance backwards gives us an
opportunity to review past successes,
but the significance of our continuing
mission means that, when it comes
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to our required service to our families,
Church and communities, we will be
proud but never remain satisfied. We
must always strive to be better.
Thank you for your service to the
Knights of Columbus and your
continued loyalty to our Church.

The next Fourth Degree
Exemplification of Patriotism in the
Northern Illinois District is on
February 7, 2026 at St Dennis Catholic
Church, Lockport.

Our future is bright, keep the candle
burning and please, as always, Pray!
Pray! Pray! Vivat Jesus!

Patriotism with Passion, Purpose &
Pride

Ty Simmons, Master
Marquette Province
Northern Illinois District
http://kofc4th-ndil.org
ty.simmons@comcast.net
H- 630-859-2112

C- 630-947-9404

4" Degree
Exemplification

Of Patriotism
February 7,
2025

The next 4th Degree Exemplification
of Patriotism in the Northern Illinois
District will be held on

Saturday, February 7, 2026, at St
Dennis Catholic Church,
Lockport.

The Host is Bishop Kaffer
Assembly #3232, FN Russell
Johnson.
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The full Exemplification packet is
included at the end of this newsletter.
FNs are required to review all Form 4's
and documents to be submitted, with
the candidates to ensure accuracy of
information and to provide
candidates with required information,
such as dress, before Forms are
submitted.

The Exemplification Deadlines and
Fees are:

e Candidates -Ceremony Fee
w/banquet ticket — $90.00
($10.00 late fee)

e Priests ONLY -Ceremony
Fee w/banquet ticket —
$50.00

e Sir Knights, Ladies, Guests-
Ceremony w/banquet ticket
—$50.00 ($10.00 late fee)

e Sir Knights, Ladies, Guests-
Ceremony ONLY — Free

e Candidate Form 4’s, for
names to be listed in the
Program Book- Saturday,
January 24, 2026.

e ALL DINNER
RESERVATIONS for
Candidates, Sir Knights and
Guests- Saturday, January
24, 2026

e Special Note-This, and all
future Exemplifications of
the Patriotic Degree, will
now be open to wives and
families

e Packets are also posted on
the Northern IL District
website,
www.kofc4th-NDIL .org

Faithful Navigators are reminded to
ensure all required information is
included on the Form 4's and that all
candidates are
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apprised of the required proper attire
and the schedule of events.

Contact Ty Simmons, Master

ty.simmons@comcast.net (630) 947-

9404 (cell) for more info/questions.
Please see flyer at the end of this

newsletter

-

 ~

Chicago Archdiocese Chapter
Knights of Columbus

Regional Bowling
Tournament.

The Chapter is calling ALL Bowlers to
join your Brother Knights in the KC
Chicago Regional Bowling

Tournament at

River Rand Bowl

191 S River Rd, Des Plaines, 1L
60016 - 847- 299-1001, on
Sunday February 22, starting at

12:30pm.
Teams will consist of 4 persons
(men or women) and ONLY 1
Bowlers Must Be a Brother
Knights.
$30 per person Entry Fee,
includes Bowling, shoe rental
and food package
Team Registration form
due by Sunday, Feb 15,
2025.
Trophies awarded for Top
Team and Top Single and
Entry Fee Paid for State
Tournament.
Top 3 teams and top 3 Singles
eligible for State Tournament.
2026 State Tournament will
be held on Saturday, March

21, 2026 at Mt. Hawley Bowl
in Peoria.

e We have a limited number of teams
so entry is based on RSVP Time and
Date.

e Contact Bowling Tournament
Chairs Tom Kaiser
tjkaiser@sprynet.com
630-699-2079 or
Rick Holmgren,
rholm39980@aol.com,
312-860-9282

e 99th International Bowling
Tournament will be held on the
weekends of March 14-15 and
March 28-29 2026 at Lucky Strike
Lanes in Romeoville.

See Flyer and Registration form in this

newsletter.

Forms Forum

Just a reminder of the Forms that are
coming due in January and February —

e Annual

Survey of
Fraternal

Activity for
Councils and
Assemblies —
Due 1/31/2026

e Councils should fill out Form
10784 for every program they
perform. It helps the State
know where to focus for
inactive councils or districts. It
helps Supreme know what
programs are successful. It
helps Councils record activities
for the Annual Survey of
Fraternal Activities and keep
track of everything they do for
the Columbian Award. due in
the next
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e Intellectual Disabilities Drive
report and Distribution of
Funds report - Due ASAP!

e Note — The Semi-Annual Audit
was discontinued and there is
now only an Annual Audit due
on 8/15/2026

Council Forms | Knights of
Columbus

The Columbian Boosters
- Chicago
Northside
41st Annual
Honors
Night
Dinner
Thursday,
March 26
2026

Please Join us in Congratulating
and Recognizing the
Accomplishments of
these 5 Outstanding

Brother Knight Honorees:

Rev. Isaac Lara

Pastor Saint Catherine Labouré
Faithful Friar of the Northern lllinois
Degree Team

Raymond Cordell
District Deputy 6

Thomas Zima
Past Faithful Navigator of
Hillinger Assembly 1595
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Father and Son,
Wincelaus and Francis

Podbielski

Past Grand Knight, Former
District Deputy, Past Faithful
Navigator, Former Fourth
Degree Team member.

Hosted at the:

Lone Tree Manor

7730 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Niles, IL 60714

Tickets are available!

2 Hour Open Bar

Doors open at 6:00 PM
Family Style Dinner Served at
7:00 PM

Cost is $70.00 per-person
More Information on attached
Flyer

Habitat for Humanity —

Pope Leo Village

On Thursday, Dec 13" 6 Brother
Knights participated in Pope Leo build
day with Habitat for Humanity.

The Habitat Crew put the Knights to
work building scaffolding for 4 homes
in Little Village, and they were very
appreciative of the great work that the
Knights team did.

The next Knights event is scheduled
for Saturday, Feb 7.Reminder: all
materials, supplies and training will be
provided - noprevious experience or
building skills required.

Contact Dan Stolze, District
Deputy Chicago danstolze@gmail.com

Cardinal Stritch Assembly
#205 Toy Drive

Congratulations to Cardinal Stritch
Assembly for collecting over 3,500
toys during their Marines “Toys for
Tots” campaign. The Assembly also
gave out monetary donation to 17
charitable organizations that totaled
over $5,000.

St. Michael the Archangel
Patron of Police
Council 12173 Helps Santa.

Members of St.  f N )
Michael the :
Archangel
Patron of Police
Council 12173
in Chicago
gather at Blair
Early
Childhood ¢
Center, a school J \
with education ' @&
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with Grand Knight Terry Cornell
dressed as Santa.

The Knights, along with volunteers
from community
organizations, visited the school to
distribute gifts to about 125 students.
Council 12173 has been doing this for
over 25 years..

Holy Family Council 11981
Café and Blood Drive

Holy Family Council #11981 will host
their monthly Breakfast ‘Café’ on
January 25th at Holy
Family Church in
Inverness
2515 W. Palatine Rd.
Inverness IL. Breakfast
served from 8:30 — 11:00, Adults
12.50, children 13 under - $4.50
Proceeds benefit ‘The Little Sisters of
the Poor’. This is a monthly breakfast
which normally occurs on the last Sun.

a'\

Council 11981 will

fISh be having 5 Fish Fries
S starting February 20th
BEry, through to March 20th,

Adults are $15 and Children under 14
are $5

Information flyer attached with QR
sign-up code

Trinity Council #3755
Helping the Homeless.
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Plastic Grocery/ newspaper bags were
collected by Trinity Council #3755 &
Stritch Assembly #205 and donated to
the ladies of BAM. “Bags and Mats”.

These mats are given to the homeless

throughout Chicago area.

Bishop Fulton Sheen
Council #10858 Keep

Christ in Christmas

Bishop
Fulton Sheen
Council
10858 had
207 pictures
submitted by
St. Michael
school and religious education children
in the annual Knights of Columbus
Keep Christ in Christmas Poster
contest. 92 parishioners voted on the
pictures after the Thanksgiving Day
Mass.

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS
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Please see the flyer at the end of
this newsletter for the 1st place pictures
in the five grade groups and the names
of the winners.

State Deputy

Days of Service Program
State Deputy Lloyd J. Reinkensmeier's
motto for Fraternal Year 2025-2026 is
"EMPOWERING LIVES:

SERVING FROM THE HEART".

In conjunction with that motto,
Stephan A. Zalas, Jr., IL State Program
Director, recently announced a new
opportunity for Councils to participate
in the "STATE DEPUTY DAYS OF
SERVICE CONTEST".

1. December 1, 2025 and April 12,
2026

a. Each Council will select a service
project for that day.

b. Councils submitting pictures and a
completed Form 10784, DIRECTLY
TO THE STATE PROGRAM

DIRECTOR, will be entered in a
drawing for the Grand Knight and
Program
Director of the Council for a State Polo
shirt that will be embroidered on the
left sleeve with Council # and "Best
Day of Service Project - December 1,
2025".
c¢. Winners will be selected prior to the
State Convention.

d. The State Polo shirts will be
presented at the State Convention in
Springfield, May 2026.

All Councils in the Illinois Jurisdiction
are encouraged to participate.
EMPOWER THE LIVES of your
Council members to give service,
SERVING FROM THE HEART!
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Forms Forum
Just a reminder of the
Forms that are

coming due in

January/February

e Councils should
fill out Form 10784
Online (Preferred Method) for
every program they perform. It
helps the State know where to focus
for inactive councils or districts. It
helps Supreme know what programs
are successful. It helps Councils
record activities for the Annual
Survey of Fraternal Activities and
keep track of everything they do for
the Columbian Award. Due after
each event — final deadline - June
30,2026.

e All Councils and Assemblies need
to fill out the DIR 1 form. This is
the information that
is automatically published to the
State Directory on the FOR
MEMBERS page. Links to fill out
the DIR 1 are on the Forms Page

Father McGivney Military
Chaplain Scholarship

A d

The
Knights of
Columbus
Father
McGivney
Military
Chaplains
scholarship program was established in
2011 to help fund the education of
seminarians preparing to become
Catholic chaplains in the U.S. Armed
Forces.

There are around 1.8 million Catholics
served by the Archdiocese for the
Military Services, USA (AMS),
worldwide. The Archdiocese has barely
a third of the number of chaplains
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needed to meet the needs of those
catholic men and women. This is why
AMS created the "Co-Sponsored
Seminarian Program" to recruit priestly
vocations for the benefit of the armed
forces. Please consider supporting
this important Charity.

Please see Information flyer at end of
newsletter

2026 lllinois

State
Save the Date for
the 128th annual
Illinois State
convention being held May 15 — 17,
2026 at the Crown Plaza Springfield
convention Center. Convention Golf
Outing will be held on Thursday, May 14.
Visit the State website for Convention
updates — www.illinoisknights.org
Please see flyer at the end of this
newsletter.

Archdiocesan Chapter Dues
Grand Knights, check with your FS to
see if you 2026 Chapter dues are paid.
Councils 1-149 members- $25.00
Councils 150-399- $50.00
Councils 400+ _ $100.00
Payments can be sent to: Jim Killigrew
1350 N Crabtree Dr ,Palatine, IL
60067-2901.

Traveling Sacred Heart

Icons

The Chicago Diocese is how
scheduling the traveling Sacred
Heart Icons. The purpose of the

7
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program is to spread devotion to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus and pray for
Our Lord to make his heart our
own, so that we may see and love in
others what he sees and loves in us.

Nov. 23 is the Feast of Christ the
King and the perfect day to promote
and run the Pilgrim Icon Program or
distribute Home Enthronement
materials to families.

Families are deeply encouraged to
enthrone the Sacred Heart image in
their homes. This involves
conducting a simple, moving
ceremony and placing an image of
the Sacred Heart in a place of
honor, dedicating your family and
home to His divine protection and
love.

This beautiful tradition of traveling
pilgrim icons has a rich history,
beginning in 1979 with Our Lady of
Guadalupe. Since then, over

191,000 council and parish prayer
services have been held, involving
some 23 million participants!

This year marks the 100th
anniversary of Quas Primas, Pope
Pius XI’s encyclical instituting the
feast!

Based on your District and
Council location please plan to host
a Holy Hour with your parishes and
communities.

There are 2 icons to travel either in
the Northern or Southern Councils
of our Diocese.

To begin the process for
scheduling the icon, please follow
this link to a document for filling
out this information:


https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59
https://www.kofc.org/en/forms/spa/invite.html?lang=en&form=10784C.02
https://www.kofc.org/en/forms/spa/invite.html?lang=en&form=10784C.02
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYOSK9SYsElQHtUZguiDAiV-zj0iVimn8cu_VollEq8qa50Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYOSK9SYsElQHtUZguiDAiV-zj0iVimn8cu_VollEq8qa50Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.illinoisknights.org/home/forms
http://www.illinoisknights.org/

Editor: Thomas J Kaiser

https://forms.gle/mPggqmiBg4rCW6
VpKA

e The Council’s help will be
needed when transporting the
icon to and from locations.

e DD Matthew Martinez has the
Icon supplies from Supreme, so
none should be ordered at this
time

e Supreme Link- Pilgrim Icon
Program - Faith Programs |
Knights of Columbus

For more info or questions, contact
Matthew Martinez, Traveling Sacred
Heart Icon,(Chicago Diocese)
Coordinator, Exrel30@yahoo.com
/708-870-8468

Bishop Hillinger Assembly

Wheel Chair Donations.
Bishop R g
Hillinger
Assembly
#1595
recently 5N
made W
donations to 3 different
organizations for a total of 5 wheel
chairs donated. .

Please see flyer at the end of this
newsletter

NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE -
JOIN US ON JANUARY 23, 2026 IN
WASHINGTON, D.C.

The right to life is a human right.
Our defense of that right is a
joyful witness to the beauty and
dignity of every human person.
https://marchforlife.org/national-
march-for-life/
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Next Chapter Business

Meetings and Events —

New date & Location

Please note that our Chapter meeting
location will be changing for our 2025-
2026 year.

e Generally, meeting will be
scheduled for the 2™ Saturday of
the month, starting at 10:00am
unless otherwise noted.

e Also, our meeting location will
primarily be at Our Lady of Hope
Mission - 9711 W Devon Ave,
Rosemont, IL 60018 unless
otherwise noted.

Upcoming Meeting for November

e Our next Chapter Business
Meeting is on Saturday
1/10/2026 at Our Lady of
Hope Mission, located at
9711 W. Devon Ave.,
Rosemont, IL 60018. The

o meeting will begin at 10 AM
in our usual meeting space
downstairs.

For more information refer to the
Chapter Website at:
https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.a
sp?D=59
Attendance via Zoom is available
Contact SK Tom Kaiser,
Chicago Archdiocesan Chapter
Email: tjkaiser@sprynet.com
630-699-2079

Use this link to join the
Chapter’s Zoom meeting from
your PC:https://us02web.zoom.us
[1/4598499591?pwd=dIZpVDBFd
TN1SOFYT2dSOVd3M2VTQOT09
If you have Zoom on your phone,
you can enter this Meeting ID and

password
Meeting ID: 459 849 9591
Password: 2349

When you join you will go into a
waiting room and then be admitted.

If you do not have Zoom on your
phone/computer, you can call into
the meeting using:

Phone # 312-626-6799,

Meeting ID: 459 849 9591
Participant code # 345733
Password: 2349

Editor’s Note:

Thank you to all who submitted
articles for this month’s newsletter.
Please continue to send in
announcements of your special events,
fund raisers, Blood Drives,
Exemplifications, Honor Guards, and
any other activities your Council or
Assembly may be planning. (Photos are
always welcomed)

Vivat Jesu.

Tom

Tom Kaiser, Newsletter Editor
630-699-2079 (cell/text)630-941-
7423 (home) PLEASE SEND
NEWSLETTER CORRESPONDENCE
TO:

Thomas J. Kaiser
tikaiser@sprynet.com This newsletter
is published bi-monthly.

Deadline for articles to be
included in the 2026 March/April
Newsletter is February 24th,
2026.
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Chicago Archdiocesan Chapter
of the Xnights of Columbus Present

An Act of Charity
Inaugural Charity Banquet
Honoring our Number One Charity
Mercy Home for Boys and Girls

As charity is our order’s first principal. The Archdiocesan Chapter has decided to put it into practice by having
an annual banguet to support worthy charitable cause. This year being our first we have decided to support our
number one charity, Mercy Home for Boys and Girls.

The luncheon will be held on Sunday, January 11, 2026 at:

ALLEGRA BANQUET, 5035 RIVER ROAD
SCHILLER PARK, IL 60176

The luncheon entrée will be Chicken Parmesan and Braised Short Ribs. (We can accommodate Vegetarian).
Cost will be $65.00 per person. Tables of 10 are available at a reduced price of $600. This event will have a
cash bar. Parking is free.

Gathering time is 1:00pm Luncheon starts at 2:00pm

Dinner reservations should be in by January 2, 2026

table(s) of 10 at (S600 per table) or ($65 Per person) for Council / Assembly #
ABLES # OF NDMOUALS

Name of Coslact S . Phone # _Eemall

v Address ) ) = = City/Zip____

' Attach Check or Money Order # pavableto  Chicago Archdiocese Chapter

Mail this form and your Check to. Jim Killigrew - Treasurer
1350 Crabtree Dr
Palatine, IL 60067-2901

047-207-7038 E-Mail: jim killigrew@gmail.com



https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59

Chicago Arehdrocesan Chapter

Chicago Archdiocese (uknight.orqg)

CHICAGO

ARCHDIOCESAN CHAPTER
HRGT Al gotird

Editor: Thomas J Kaiser January — February 2026

Advertising Contract ] SPNCE 1887
Chicago Archdiocesan Chapter MERCY
Tnaugural Charity Bangquet
FHonoring our Number One Char ity
Mercy Home for Boys and Girls
January 11, 2026

We are inviting all Knights and supporters of Mercy Home to be part
of this celebration by taking an Ad in ocur Souvenir d Book.

Please share your good wishes and show your appreciation to President and CEOQ of Mercy Home
Fr. Scott Donahue]and all the dedicated men and women who do the day to day work making
Mercy Home a safe place and a home by supporting our Ad Book.

Peass complete the form below and return it with your payment and

‘Camera Ready Ad". All procesds from this Souvenir Ad Book will be presemnted to
Fr. Scott Donahus for Mercy Home for Boys and Gids

Mame of Advertiser:

Address of Adverfissg

Fhone

Coundil or Assembly Soliciting Ad

Advertising Rates: Electronic Ads are Preferred
Full Page (8.5 x 11)..........5100.00 Half Page (8.5 x 5.5 )........... 550.00
Quarter Page [4 x 2.75)....525.00 Well Wisher (2 lines] .._........ 510.00
Inzide Front and Inside Back Cover—({8.5 x 11} _... 5150.00
Back cover (25 x1 1) ... .5200.00
If you prefer mot to put in an Ad, but would like to make a donation,
we will include your name on a3 specisl page in the Ad book.
Deadline for all CAMERA READY Ads is Friday, December 26, 2025
Please submit Ads to
Thomas . Kaizer, 391 5 Berkley Ave,, Elmhurst, IL 60126
Cell - {630] 693-2079 —Home [(630) 241-7423, TIKaizer@ Sprynet.com
Mail Ad Book checks to:
Jim Killigrews—Treazurer, L350 Crabtres Dr. Palatine, IL S0067-2201
347-287-TO3E
FPlease make Ad Book checks payable to ‘Chicago Archdiocese Chapter”



https://uknight.org/ChapterSite/index.asp?D=59

Chicago Arehdrocesan Chapter

Editor: Thomas J Kaiser

Chicago Archdiocese (uknight.orqg)

January — February 2026

[t

of the Knights of Coliumbus Present
Act of Charity
Inaugural Charity Banquet
Honoring our Number One Charity
Mercy Home for Boys and Girls

Introductions of Dignitaries

Jeffery Griggs, Chapter President

Irvocation
Fr. Erwin De La Cruz
Chicago Archdiocesan Chapter Chaplain
Pledge of Allegiance
Alexander Tenmant

Former Master Ilinois Northern District
Of the Marquette Providence

Dinner is served
The Chapter Speaks
PDaniel Davis
Chicago Archdiocesan Chairman
The State Speaks
Illinois State Council

The Church Speaks
Rev. Fr. Scott Donahue
President/CEO of Mercy Home

Archdiocesan Chapter
Presentation

Closing Prayer and Blessing

All Clergy present
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Knights of Columbus
Northern Illinois District — Marguette Province

Exemplification of Patriotism
Ty Simmons, Master Saturday, February 7, 2026

Ly.simmons@comeast.net St. Dennis Catholic Church
(630) 947-8404 (cell) 1214 S. Hamilton St.,
Lockport, IL 60441

MNovember 2. 2025
To: All Assemblies-Northern Illinois District

The next Exemplification of Patriotism will be held on Saturday, February 7, 2026. The Host
Assembly 1s Bishop Kaffer Assembly #3232, FIN Eussell Johnson.

Now 1s the time to ask our fellow brother knights to join us in the Exemplhification of Patriotism.

The following hotels are 1 the local area:

e Holiday Inn Express 16223 W. 159th Street Lockport, [llinois 60441 - 815-200-1427
e Pleasant Hill Motel, 14556 Archer Ave, Lockport, IL 60441 — 888-331-9502

Candidates
Ceremony Fee w/banguet ticket — $90.00 ($10.00 late fee)

Priests ONLY
Ceremony Fee w/banquet ticket — $50.00

Sir Enights. Tadies. Guests
Ceremony w/banquet ticket — $50.00 ($10.00 late fee)

Sir Knights, Ladies, Guests

Ceremony ONLY — Free

Each assembly will be charged a late fee for their candidates. Sir Enights, ladies, and guests will be responsible
for their own late fees. All fees must be included with the reservation.

No refunds on Banguet Ticket if it is not used.

The deadline for Candidates Form 4°s 15 Saturday, January 24, 2026, for names to be listed in
the Program Book.
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Banquet reservation forms are mncluded with this correspondence. Please make copies for
distribution to both Candidates and Sir Knights wishing to attend the Exemplification and
Banquet. All Sir Knights must submit their own registration form. Sir Knights should not
be guests of others.

Special Meal requests (if necessary. for Medical Feasons or Vegetanans) for Candidates, Sir
Knights, Ladies and Guests must be shown on the Banquet Eeservation Form.

Special Benminder:

A Candidate must have participated in the Chanty-Unity-Fratermty (CUF) Exemplification and

be a member 1in good standing to be eligible for the Exemplification of Patriotism, they must
also show a current 2025 travel card, at the Exemplification.

The Exemplification of Patriotism will be open to families and guests.

Please be sure to send only COMPLETE packets (Form 4, Banquet Feservation Form, and
Check made pavable to Ty Simmons — Master.

Candidates are expected to submit completed Form 4’ s with their council Financial Secretary’s
signature and a copy of their travelling card. Banquet Reservation Form. along with payment to
the Assembly they will be joining. In turn. the Navigator will submat the paperwork with has
signature along with the Compirollers signature, and payment to the District Secretary.
Guests and Observers may send their reservation forms with check payvable to the Master
directly to the District Secretary using the following address:
Gregg Biliskov
1115 Bourne Lane
Schaumburg. I1. 60123

INCOMPLETE PACKETS OR PACKETS NOT HAVING ALL REQUIRED
INFORMATION MAY BE RETURNED TO THE FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR.

PLEASE DO NOT SEND FORM 4°s TO THE MASTER.

Faithful Navigators and Faithful Comptrollers must ensure all required information 1s
completed mcluding:

Membership Number, Member's Signature, Council Number, Name and FS signature.
MName, Number and location of the Assembly which the Candidate 15 joiming.

Faithful Navigator Signature. Faithful Comptroller Signature.

Please print clearly on all documents.

Member email addresses can be printed in the space above the membership number. When
filling out the Form 4. press hard so that the imformation transfers to the duplicate copies.

11-2-25 Patriotism with Passion, Purpose & Pride Page 2
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APPROPRIATE DRESS CODE FOR CANDIDATES AND/OR OBSERVERS
Family members and guests will be allowed in the chamber to view the Exemplification.

Exemplification Ceremony Notes
This ceremony will take approximately 1 ¥: hours. Doors will remain closed for the entire
ceremony. Those that leave will be readmutted at an appropriate time.
Cell phones must be on Silent or Off.
No photography 1s permutted during the ceremony.
Everyvone must always remain in their seats. This includes adults and children.
No food or beverages are allowed. Medical exceptions apply.

Faithful Navigators are also asked to ensure that all Assembly Members and Candidates are
made aware that PROPER ATTIRE MUST BE WORN to the Exemplification.

Candidates are expected to wear:

* Business Suit — dark colored black. dark grey,. dark blue or brown.
Plain white shirt - with lay down collars — no wing tip collars.

Conservative Tie
Black Dress Socks

Dress Shoes — black or brown 1s permuatied.

Clersv (candidates/observers) are permitted to wear:

* Blacks or cassock

Sir Knights
* Official Knights of Columbus uniform or dark suit, tie, hlack socks, and hlack dress
shoes.

Ladies, Guests
* Business professional attire (pant suits, dresses, skirts, suit, jacket, slacks).

Active Militarv., Police. Firefighters {(candidates/observers) are permitied to wear:
Class A or Dress Uniform - instead of dark suit.

If proper attire as described above is not followed,
you will not be permitted into the exemplification chamber.

Assemblies: When vou issue a check for a candidate, a separate check is reguired for each
Candidate and / or reservation with the name of the person shown on the check.

If anyone writes a check for someone else, PLEASE make sure to note on the memo line who
the payment i1s for. ALL checks must be payable to: Ty Simmons, Master.

11-2-25 Patriotisin with Passion, Purpose & Pride
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ALL completed applications, Form 4’s with payment are sent to the District Secretary at:

Gregg Biliskov
1115 Bourne Lane
Schaumburg, IL 60193

The district staff are ready to assist each Assembly as necessary to make this a SPECIAL DAY
for our new Sir Knights. Should you need additional information or clanification on any matters,
please contact me or the district secretary.

Fraternally Yours,

Ty Scenomons

Master
MNorthern Illinois District
Marquette Province
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Knights of Columbus
MNorthern [Mlinois District — Marquette Province

Ty Simmons, Master Exemplification of Patriotism

tv.simmonsffcomeast net Saturday, February 7, 2026

(630) 947-9404 (cell) 5t. Dennis Catholic Church
1214 S. Hamilton St.,
Lockport, IL 60441

SATURDAY February 7, 2026

11:30 A M. MASTER'S MEETING
Attendees: Faithfnl Navigators, Faithfil Comptrollers, Committee Chairs

12:00 P ML DISTRICT MARSHAL'S'S MEETING
Attendees: Honor Guard Members

12:00 P ML CANDIDATE REGISTEATION OPEN
BANQUET TICEET — PICE-UP

12:45 P M. HONOR GUARD VESTING ROOM

1:00 P HONOR GUARD INSPECTION
Uniformed Sir Knights by Vice Supreme Master and Master

1:30 PNL EXEMPLIFICATION CEREMONY
Approximately 1:30 pm — 3:00 pm

3:00 P ML MASTER'S WRAP-UP MEETING FOLLOWS CEREMONY
Attendees: Faithful Navigators, Faithful Comptrollers, Committee Chairs

430 P ML MASS

G:00 P ML BANQUET
Banguet §:00 pm — 730 pm

Patrigtism with Passion, Purpose & Pride
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Knights of Columbus

Northern Ilinois District — Marguette Province

Exemplification of Patriotism
Saturday, February 7, 2026

Ty Simmons, Master . . .
fy. simmons/idlcomeast net 5St. Dennis Catholic Church Note: Each Sir Knight must submit

(6307 947-9404 (cell) 1214 5 Hamilton Sr., their ovwn registration form. Sir
Lockport., IL 60441 Fnights should not be guests of others.

Name: E-mail address:

(Please Print Clearly) {Please Print Clearly)
Address: Phone Number:

City: State: Zip Code:

MEMBERSHIP NO. (Provide a copy of vour traveling card — do not enlarge)

ASSEMBLY NO. COUNCIL NO.

Artending Ceremony and Banguet {(indicate the number of artendees
Candidate (390) Priest (350) SK, Ladies, Guesrts (550) %

Arttending Ceremony Onlyv (indicarte the number of attendees)

Priest (free) SK (frree) Ladies. Guests (free)

CHECE NUMEER: Total Amount 5

Total number attending Banguet
Special Dietary requests:

All Eeservations must be accompanied by a Check payable to Ty Simmons — Master.

MMail forms with check to:
District Secretary, Gregg Biliskov, 1115 Bourne Lane, Schaumburg, IL 60193

To avoid the late fee, the reservation must be postmarked by Saturday, January 24, 2026.

Ladies and guests Names
are list here
(use the back if needed)

A S510.00 late fee is accessed per person for enfries received affer Jannary 24, 2026

Patriotisin with Passion, Purpose & Pride
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Knights of Columbus

Northern Ilineis District — Marguette Province

Exemplification of Patriotism
Saturday, February 7, 2026

Ty Simmons, hMaster . . .
v simmonsidcomeast net 5t. Dennis Catholic Church Note: Each Sir Knight must submit

(630) 947-9404 (cell) 1214 S Hamilton St., their own registration form. Sir
Lockport, IL 60441 Emghts should not be guests of others.

MName: E-mail address:

(Please Print Clearly) (Please Print Clearly)
Address: Phone Number:

City: State: Zip Code:

MEMBERSHIP NO. (Provide a copy of vour traveling card — do not enlarge)

ASSEMBLY NO. COUNCIL NO.,

Artending Ceremony and Banguet (indicate the number of attendees)
Candidate (390) Priest (350) SK, Ladies, Guests (550) %

Artending Ceremony Only (indicate the number of attendees)

Priest (free) SK (free) Ladies, Guests (free)

CHECEK NUMBER: Total Amount 5

Total number attending Banquert
Special Dbetary requests:

All Eeservations must be accompamed by a Check payable to Ty Simmons — Master.

Mail forms with check to:
Diistrict Secretary, Gregg Biliskov, 1115 Bourne Lane, Schaumburg, TL. 60193

To avoid the late fee, the reservation must be postmarked by Saturday, January 24, 2026.

Ladies and guests Names
are list here
(use the back if needed)

A 510.00 late fee is accessed per person for eniries received after Jannary 24, 2026

Patriotism with Passion, Purpoese & Pride
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‘Columbiﬂn Boosters
415t Honors Night

Thursday, March 26, 2026

Lone Tree Manor
7730 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Niles IL 60714

Open Bar (2 hours)...6:00 PM Dinner...7:00 PM
Donation $70.00 per person*

HONOREES:

Reverend Isaac Lara
Pastor Samt Catherine Labouré
Fuaithful Friar of the Northern Illinois Degree Team
Father John J. Dussman Coumcil 3731

Ravmond Cordell
District Deputy 6
Holy Rosary Council 4483

Thomas Zima
Past Faithful Navigator of Hillinger Assembly 1595
Ave Maria Council 4436

Wincelaus and Francis Podbielski
St Theodore Guerin Council #14057

=Sponse and friends are also invited

Reservation Form

Name: Council No:
Address:

City & Zip Code: ;
Number of tickets @ $70.00 per person Zelle Pay

Mail reservations with your check made payable to Columbian Boosters
« SEND TO: James Killigrew, 1350 M. Crabtree Dr., Palatine, IL 60067-2501
« Or Pay with Zelle (most banks offer) with the QR Code or the following email
address: columbian. boosters@amail.com (You payment will be documented)
You can also call 847-287-7038 for more information & reservations.
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Chicago Archdiocese Chapter
Knights of Columbus
2026 Regional

Bowling Tournament

Hosted at River Rand Bowl
191 S River Rd, Des Plaines, IL 60016 - 847- 299-1001
Sunday February 22, starting at 12:30pm

P |
| = |
"HIEASO
: \ CHADTER

ARCHDIOCESA

* 4 Person Teams, Only 1 Bowler * Trophies awarded for Top Team

Must Be A Brother Knight, and Top Single, and Entry Fee
Coed Teams Welcome. Paid for State Tournament.

« $30 per person Entry Fee, Top 4 Teams and Top 3 Singles
includes Bowling, Shoe Rental Eligible for State Tournament.

and Food Package. ;
: We have a limited number of

Please Return Your Team teams so entry is based on RSVP
Registration Form by Sunday, Time and Date.
Feb 15, 2026.

Please contact:

Bowling Tournament Chairs

Tom Kaiser tjkaiser@sprynet.com
630-699-2079 or

Rick Holmgren, rholm39980@aol.com
312-860-9282
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Chicago Qrehdiocesan Chapter

2026 Chicage Regional Bowling Teurnament
Sunday, February 22, 2026 starting time 12:30pm

Hosted at River Rand Bowl, 191 5 River Rd, Des Plaines, IL 60016 - 847- 299-1001
1. This is a team competition. Teams consist of 4 bowlers. A minimum of 1 of the team
bowlers must be members of the Knights of Columbus. Coed teams welcome.
. All participants (men and women) must be 18 years of age as of February 1, 2026
. Teams will bowl up to 3 games in the competition, dependent upon 2 % hour time

limit.

. Bowlers must declare an average per KofC International Bowling rules.

. Applicable handicap is 80% of the difference between his\her previous season's
highest league average and two hundred-twenty (220) pins per KofC International
Tourney rules,

. Individual scores will be used to determine 3 singles Qualifiers.

. The top 4 teams and top 3 singles winners qualify for the lllinois State Council 2026
Team/Singles Championship.

. The Chicago Chapter will pay the entry fee for the top team and top single to the State
tournament.

Team Information

Council or Assembly # Location
Team Member #1 Name Membership # or Guest
Bowling average to be used for the tournament,

Team Member #2 Name Membership # or Guest
Bowling average to be used for the tournament

Team Member #3 Name Membership # or Guest
Bowling average to be used for the tournament

Team Member #4 Name Membership # or Guest
Bowling average to be used for the tournament

Questions: Please contact Bowling Tournament Chairs Tom Kaiser tjkaiser@sprynet.com
630-699-2079 or Rick Holmgren, rholm35980@aol.com 312-860-3282
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PEQRIA

SATURDAYsMARCH 21, 2026

2/ MT HAWLEY BUWL\' o
8200 N. HALE AVE. PERORIA. IL
$40 PER BOWLER/S160 TEAM (1 BOWLER MUST BE A KNIGHT)

CHICAGO | BELLEVILLE | JOLIET | PEORIA
ROCKFORD | SPRINGFIELD
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Sunday January 25th nt
Serving 08:30am to 11:00am <C:'>7 A E E

Adults $12.50 - Kids 5 to 13 $4.50

Buffet Style Breakfast Featuring: Bacon, Sausage, Ham,
Scrambled Eggs, Omelets, Biscuits and Gravy, Pancakes,
Hash Brown Potatoes, Sweet Table, and more!

$500 of net proceeds to benefit:

2515 Palatine Rd. Inverness, lllinois

Bishop Hillinger Assembly # 1595 WheelChair donations

These were given out by the Assembly during November and December 2025.

School principal Harold Jim from Uncle One was given to St. Paul of the
(“Jack”) Shepherd (in red Pete’s Ministry, St Cross with Gray Taylor

jacket), Kevin LeFevre John Brebeuf and Fn (Assembly officer) and Leni
(assembler officer) and me Ray Kamado (FN), (3 Duffy, Director of Social Service
(FN) (1 wheel chair wheel chairs given) Ministry, (1 wheel chair given).

P
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INTERNATIONAL BOWLING
ASSOCIATION

' BowAlt

www.lntlH*ofCB/owling.org
Q9th Annivaesa 7
singie:.  OPEN BOWLING 55t

Doubles. AND

o TOURNAMENT GUESTS

CENTRAL DIVISION .
o LUCKY STRIKE LANES o
735 CENTER BLVD
ROMEOVILLE, ILLINOIS

MARCH 14 @710am & 15TH @ Pam
MARCH 28TH @ 10am & 29TH @ Pam

CONTACT: Paul Susemichel, Tournament Secretary
paul.susemichel@gmail.com

Tony Biliskov - President - Biliskov@comcast.net
Paul Rutherford - Director, Chicago - Paul.Rtfd@gmail.com
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Father McGivney Military Chaplain Scholarship

The Knights of Columbus Father McGivney Military Chaplains scholarship program was established in 2011 to help
fund the education of seminarians preparing to become Catholic chaplains in the U.S. Armed Forces.

There are around 1.8 million Catholics served by the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS), worldwide.
The Archdiocese has barely a third of the number of chaplains needed to meet the needs of those catholic men
and women. This is why AMS created the "Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program™ to recruit priestly vocations for the
benefit of the armed forces. The military archdiocese contracts with participating dioceses and religious orders to
fund 50 percent of the cost of a seminarian's five-year education. The seminarian agrees, following ordination and
three years of service at a parish, he will commit to serve as a military chaplain under the auspices of the military
archdiocese for a minimum of three to five years.

While the number of seminarians has increased because of the
Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program, the program initially placed
a huge burden on the archdiocese, which receives no financial
assistance from the military or government.

Through this scholarship, the Order hopes to ensure the future
development of the Co-Sponsored Seminarian Program, and
increase the number of Catholic chaplains, to serve the Catholic
men and women in uniform today. The Archdiocese of Military
Services USA continues to recruit your men to serve as military
chaplains at great cost; and our Order-wide fundraising projects
help to support the program, which is led by Fourth Degree
members, the patriotic degree of the Knights.

Please read the article “From West Point to the Priesthood” by Susan Klemond, a freelance writer for National
Catholic Register. Here’s the ARTICLE.

The Supreme Master Michael McCusker would like to see a concentrated effort on this program during the winter
and spring months. We need our assemblies to inform our council members their Assembly supports the Father
McGivney Chaplain Scholarship program, and those councils who have Pennies for Heaven Funds may also want
to participate in this program. We need our assemblies to inform our local council on the need to make sure our
armed service men and women have a Catholic Priest available for them during their service.

These funds will help produce a new generation of much-needed Catholic chaplains to minister to U.S. military
personnel and their families. For inquiries and donation for the Military Chaplin Program, please see below:

If you need to reach the Office of Charitable Giving regarding this donate page or donating, you can do so Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00am to 4:30pm Eastern:
Phone:1-800-694-5713 Email: info@kofccharities.org

Let us encourage our assemblies to concentrate on this program during the Winter and Spring months and
continue to inform our council members that their Assembly supports the Father McGivney Chaplain Scholarship
program. Those councils who have Pennies for Heaven Funds may want to use part of those funds to participate in
this program. We need our assemblies to inform our local councils on the need to make sure our armed service
men and women have a Catholic Priest available for them during their service.

Ron Boyce, PSD Fourth Degree Director of Programs
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Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Judging

This year Bishop Fulten Sheen Council 10858 had 207 pictures submitted by St.
Michael school and religicus education children in the annual Knights of
Columbus Keep Christ in Christmas Poster contest. 92 parishioners voted on the
pictures after the Thanksgiving Day Mass. The 1 place pictures in the five grade
groups are shown below

Hadley Hanrahan 1* Place Grades 5" & 6th

Second Place winners were:

1% & 2™ Grades Tie Kenny Micks & Vivan Valach

3 & &™ Grades Vesta Marghertas
5™ & 6" Grades I1sabella Rybka

7™ & 8" Grades Caden Kasper

Avery Connelly: 1% place Grades 7' & &th
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