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Emerging from Under the Radar, 
Today’s Local Knights
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Bob Brouwers, 
Past Grand Knight and 
Past Faithful Navigator

Most history buffs recall medieval Knights in 
armor conducting Crusades, praying with devo-
tion to the Blessed Mother and raising up the poor 
and less fortunate with their charitable deeds.   
June 30 each year marks the end of the Columbi-
an Fraternal Year for 16,000 modern day Knights 
of Columbus councils throughout the world. With 
any leadership and period end, it gives our local 
organization a chance to reflect by looking both 
inward and outward on our impacts to the world 
around us.  Local leader Carefree Mayor John 
Crane has indicated we should step out and let 
folks know we exist.  Okay, Mr. Mayor, message 
received, so let’s start: 

The Knights of Columbus (KofC) are an or-
ganization of Catholic men dedicated to Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism founded in 1882.  
The Knights of Columbus are now known as “The 
Strong Right Arm of the Church” for their spirit-
ed defense of the faith and their numerous acts to 
support the church and those in need, as coined 
by St. Pope John Paul II. The mission and history 
of the organization is found at www.kofc.org.

The local Knights at Council #11116 supports 
Our Lady of Joy (OLOJ) Parish activities and are 
an active, visible group who are involved in every 
area of parish life. Our pastor and deacons, as 
well as many of the Eucharistic Ministers, lec-
tors, ushers and leaders of other faith formation 
and social ministries, proudly call themselves 
Knights.  Event organizing, setup, cooking, heavy 
lifting and traffic duties help round out a descrip-
tion of our practical duties to the parish and other 
ministries. Charity with time and treasure is the 
first mission of Knights of Columbus.  Our OLOJ 
Council Knights collectively gathered 
funds earned from the hard work of 
organizing and promoting several 
notable activities each year the pub-
lic should know about: the wine/art 
auction, Honoring Those Who Serv-
er (HTWS) awards dinner, match-
ing funds drive at Christmas and the 
springtime Golf-Fore-Charity all day 
event.  Long time business leader 
Knight Dennis Gougion contributed 
years of efforts building relationships that real-
izes the charitable events’ successes! A special 
non profit 501(c)(3) entity completely staffed by 
local Knight volunteers is led by Dennis.  Called 
the Carefree Christopher Columbus Association 
(CCCA), the non profit has tracked that our spon-
sors have donated over $4M in 22 years from the 
signature Golf event.  Each year, the Our Lady of 
Joy KofC Council #11116 nets between $175,000-
$305,000 available for disbursement to Catholic 
causes and charities who apply each Co-
lumbian Year. We keep the number of 
causes limited to maximize the impacts 
of the resources we can collect and dis-
burse without overhead!

One of the charities supported by 
funds from the Carefree Knights is the 
innovative Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Companion Animal Program (CAP).  
This program just opened a second fa-
cility and serves homeless of all denom-
inations by allowing them to keep their 
pets with them despite being homeless. More 
than 40% of those homeless served are veterans. 
The CAP received approximately $90,000 in each 
of the last 2 years from CCCA primarily driven by 
our signature Golf-Fore-Charity (GfC) golf event.  
We understand that Knights from around the 
Phoenix area donate many thousands of hours 
supporting SVdP.  Our efforts contribute to the 
greater good of the combined impacts of all our 
KofC Catholic parish brothers in the greater Phoe-
nix area. Marion Auray, SVdP volunteer leader 
and a program visionary and co-founder quotes 
“the impacts of Knights of Columbus has been en-
abling for the formation and expansion of the CAP 
program.  To the extent that now we can offer a 
Companion Animal Clinic and bring the services 
of pet well-being and care to life.  Caring for the 
pet has enabled access to the persons in need and 
removed barriers from receiving help.”  Giving 
credit where it is due, Past Grand Knight Steve 
Strensrud leads the planning, promotion and ex-
ecution of this signature Golf Fore Charity event.  
We are extremely grateful to all our business and 

personal funds sponsors, please patronize these 
businesses as we humbly thank and credit them 
for their generosity and heeding Jesus’ call to pro-
vide for and heal the poor.  See them listed here:  

https://uknight.org/2020/CouncilSite/coun-
cil-news.asp?CNO=11116

In addition to fund raising success, this year is 
special for the Council as the Arizona State Coun-
cil honored our local Carefree OLOJ Knights with 
two prominent awards:  

The Raul Navarrete Vocations Award was 
awarded to Council #11116 for our Supporting our 
Seminarians (S.O.S.) programs throughout the 
year.  Led by Brother Mark Hoffman’s incredible 
organizational acumen, numerous events are held 
to engage seminarians from bowling to BBQs to a 
golf event with support from Knights from all over 
the area.   Funds raised address needs that range 
from supporting individual seminarians with car 
repairs and dental expenses to providing sizable 
donations to buy furniture for a new seminary.  
This program is the legacy of our former OLOJ 
pastor, Rev. Msgr. Richard Moyer, who founded 
S.O.S. in 1997 with the help of Assistant Pastor 
Fr. Greg Menegay. It is an exemplary program for 
seminarian support within the diocese.

The Arizona State Knights of Columbus Fam-
ily of the Year Award was presented to Mark and 
Kathy Heisler.  Our brother Knight Dr. Mark ex-
ecuted a collaboratively envisioned design, and 
with hand tooling, carved a beautiful new altar 
and ambo for the St Charles Apache Mission 
Church in San Carlos, AZ.  A relationship was 
formed years ago with the church and the adjoin-
ing mission school by Our Lady’s Guild, a wom-
en’s ministry at OLOJ, and to this day, our parish 
provides much support to the school throughout 
the year.  This altar wood carving effort was hun-
dreds of hours in the making.  OLOJ Knights also 
presented a timely $32,000 check to the mission 

to help with renovations, as new sis-
ters are coming to join the communi-
ty.  Mark’s wife Kathy leads an active 
Sanctity of Life program, ministering 
to many women and families in need 
with young children.  She also serves 
the parish as the Nullity Minister and 
helped found a new program for spe-
cial needs people and their families 
called “All Included” in the parish.   
It reaches and makes teenagers and 

adults with special needs feel loved and appreciat-
ed by providing a meal and meaningful activities 
each month. Bishop Dolan, after personally par-
ticipating in a meeting of the group, recognized 
the passion of members of this special needs 
ministry, and now he wants the program given 
visibility at the diocese level!   The MLB Arizona 
Diamondbacks have talked to leaders of our All 
Included group about a ministry promotion event 

at a major league baseball game.
Perhaps nothing is more important 

than our Knightly support to women 
who are dealing with the uncertainty of 
an unplanned pregnancy. In addition 
to supporting families with supplies 
and care through the Sanctity of Life 
program, we strive to provide support 
and assistance by directing them to 
an informational website:  www.arizo-
naabortionalternatives.com. This com-
prehensive website, organized by Jim 

Van Sickle, one of our many active Knights, offers 
information about Catholic adoption services, 
local pregnancy centers and resources for those 
seeking healing after an abortion. We are proud 
to have the KofC State of Arizona Pro-Life Direc-
tor as a OLOJ council member. Nick Gaudio, who 
serves also as our 4th Degree Color Corps Com-
mander, our patriotic degree, helps organize sup-
port for the Sanctity of Life Program and advises 
on the purchase of Ultrasound machines. We, as 
Protectors of Life Knights, jointly urge all AZ vot-
ers to vote NO with prejudice on the AZ Abortion 
Access Amendment “abomination.” Vote “No” as 
it goes too far, many deceptions and loopholes 
and does not prohibit abortion after the baby is 
viable. It allows abortion up to birth!

The Knights at Our Lady of Joy are involved in 
supporting veterans and first responders, feeding 
the poor and homeless, and providing support to 
the disabled.  We support the overall community 
by holding three blood drives every year. In the 
past two years these drives collected 206 units 
from 234 donors. 

The OLOJ Knights have been led by Grand 
Knight Dennis Carda who just finished an 
exemplary two-year term as Grand Knight, 
and he has led the planning, organizing and 
recruiting of volunteers for 6 Lenten fish 
dinners each and every year. This typically 
involves more than 30 Knights, spouses and 
family members working at each dinner. At-
tendance has been high with between 230 
and 260 diners per event due to the food and 
service being delightful. His enthusiasm for 
these events is infectious. The women of Our 
Lady’s Guild jump in to greatly enhance the 
dinners by providing a roomful of delicious 
desserts! The Grand Knight’s effusive lead-
ership has enabled the council to achieve 
Star Council status each year, and his lead-
ership motivates council members and the 

parish community to do more 
and to give more time and trea-
sure.  In late June, GK Dennis 
welcomed new leadership in a 
formal installation ceremony, 
and this July we welcome to 
new roles Grand Knight Rob-
ert Zamary and Deputy Grand 
Knight Michael Dubes. Our 
Faithful OLOJ Pastor Father 
Jesse Ty continues to server 
as Council Chaplain.  Faith 
Programs implementation is 
led by Thomas Griffin and our 
Parish Community Programs 
and Lecturer duties are per-
formed by Frank Schubert. 
The 4th Degree OLOJ Patriotic 
KofC Assembly (#3280) is led 
by Sir Knight Damien Burnett, 
the Faithful Navigator.  

Prayer is foundational to 
our KofC ministry and is the 
mechanism that tightly binds 
us.  Rosaries are provided to 
all new Knights. All practical 
Catholic men over the age of 
18 are welcome to become 
one of “These Men We Call 
Knights.” We are always look-
ing for new members to engage 
in contributing passion to our 
parish support and charity for 
the community efforts.   Con-
tact Council 11116 Membership 
Director Joe Verderame about 
joining, and for more informa-
tion, see kofc11116.org. 

Past Grand Knight and CCCA Treasurer Richard Maes and Council mem-
bers present a $90,000 check to the 

Phoenix StVdP Companion Animal Program.

Grand Knight Dennis Carda and Council members present one of the 
“LARGE” checks to St Charles Mission Parish

Brother Dr. Mark Heisler stands by the Altar and Ambo he 
made for St. Charles Apache Mission Church


