Holy Year Ends — Our Pilgrimage Continues in Hope

As decreed by Pope Francis Jubilee Year 2025 will end in two stages. First, on Dec. 28,
the Feast of the holy Family and the last Sunday of the calendar year, a formal closing
of the Holy Doors will be held at the Basilicas of St. John Lateran, St. Mary Major and
St. Paul Outside the Walls. Then, on Jan. 6, the Solemnity of the Epiphany, Pope Leo
will close the Holy Doors at St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican, concluding Jubilee 2025.

In addition to the celebrations in Rome, a diocesan bishop may celebrate a special
Eucharist at the cathedral church to mark the closing of the Jubilee, using a special Rite
published by the Vatican for this purpose. This celebration of closing may not be
celebrated in other churches of the diocese. This Eucharist is an occasion for the
diocesan community to thank the Lord for all he has done during this special year of
prayer and conversion.

During the Jubilee Year, we should have reflected on our identity as pilgrims of hope,
renewing our commitment to Christ and experiencing his forgiveness for our failings. We
should proceed into the unknown future with a renewed sense of hope to strengthen us
during life’s rough times.

Our hope is in the Lord, who promises to us a share in his Risen Life. As we deepen the
virtue of hope within us, our expectation of eternal life should make a difference in how
we live here and now. The values of God’s heavenly Kingdom are guides for us as we
grow his Kingdom here on earth.

Accepting that God calls us to be one people, we see that our hope is not for us alone.
We should make greater efforts to witness to the hope we have, so that those facing
uncertainty or discouragement in life may see, through us, a light for their future.

Pope Francis said of this hope:

May it help us to recover the confident trust that we require, in the Church and in
society, in our interpersonal relationships, in international relations, and in our task of
promoting the dignity of all persons and respect for God'’s gift of creation. May the
witness of believers be for our world a leaven of authentic hope, a harbinger of new
heavens and a new earth (cf. 2 Pet 3:13), where men and women will dwell in justice
and harmony, in joyful expectation of the fulfillment of the Lord’s promises (Spes non
confundit, #25).



