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Celebrating Faith, Family, Community and Life 

From the Grand Knight… 

Brothers – 

A quick reflection as we enter a new calendar year. 

Obviously, I must begin by sincerely thanking you for your tireless commitment to our four 
guiding principles. Gentlemen - Brothers, I am so proud and inspired by your example of 
living the Gospel every day. 

This past year, we worked toward feeding, clothing and housing the needy, supported our 
parish, and grew in fellowship. We did this not just as members of an organization, but as 
Brothers united in faith, striving to be the hands and feet of Christ in our community. 

In the spirit of the New Year, let us embrace this opportunity for spiritual renewal. While the 
world may focus on gym memberships or financial goals, we should set our sights higher. 
Let us resolve to deepen our prayer lives, to more actively participate in Mass and the 
sacraments, and to seek God’s will in all that we do. 

Our founder, Blessed Michael McGivney, called us to action. In the year ahead, I challenge 
each of us to live out our faith with even greater intention. Let us continue to look after one 
another, to welcome new members into our fold, and to expand our charitable outreach. 

May this new year be filled with abundant blessings, peace, joy, and hope for you and your 
families. Let us move forward together, guided by our faith and bound by our brotherhood. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Fraternally, 

Dave  

The Kempsville Compass 
Membership Meetings are held monthly on the 3rd Friday 

at The Catholic Church of St. Mark, 

1505 Kempsville Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23464 

with the Rosary at 7pm and gavel down at 7:30pm. 

For more information, visit our website: www.kofc10515.org 

http://www.kofc10515.org/
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Shining Armor and Ace Wings Awards – Brothers, I know that you do not do all the 
wonderful things that you do looking for recognition or accolades. At the same time, it is 
important that we undertake our efforts in a spirit of support and encouragement. 
Especially as an example to our newer members. In light of that, I have asked PGK Earl Reid 
to track and recognize our brothers who have earned the Shining Armor and/or the ACE 
Wings awards. If you have any questions about these awards, please speak with Earl. 

Watch your inbox and mailbox – Please be on the lookout for your annual dues 
assessment. They were recently sent out and you should have yours in hand. There are 
many ways to pay your dues – you can give our Financial Secretary cash or a check or you 
can pay online with your credit card. Please consider contributing to the “Penny Per Knight 
Per Day” promotion as you pay your dues. That $3.65 extra payment goes directly to 
supporting Vocations in the Richmond, Arlington and Military Dioceses. 

First Thursday Adoration - First Thursday Adoration for January is on the first. Next month’s 
Eucharistic Adoration will be on Thursday, 5 February 2026 from 9:00am – 6:00pm.  Clear a 
slot or two on your calendars and come spend some time with our Lord. 

First Friday Rosary – First Friday Rosary is at St Mark on Friday 2 January 2026.  The Rosary 
will be prayed at 7:00pm .  Next month, our First Friday Rosary will be prayed on Friday 6 
February 2026 at 7:00pm.  Please join us for the Rosary. 

New Members – At our last monthly business meeting on December 19, Juston and Owen 
Talley were voted into the council. We are working on getting a CUF Exemplification 
Ceremony planned. If you are part of the Ceremony Team, look for communication from 
PGK Jimmy Martino. If you want to join the Ceremony Team, please contact PGK Jimmy. 

December Family of the Month – The family of Juston and Alice Talley were selected as 
Family of the Month for December. The entire family who still live locally are actively 
involved in supporting many facets of St Mark Parish. Allyson, Kendrick, Alicia and (young) 
Juston are Altar Servers, Owen, Christian and (young) Juston are Ushers and Owen is a Teen 
Catechist Assistant. Owen and Alexis attended Diocesan Youth Conference last year. The 
entire clan also provides hospitality with coffee and doughnuts after Mass. The Talley family 
is living a life of Faith and Service and are most deserving to be honored as our Family of 
the Month. 

November Knight of the Month – SK Joe Lessick is the Kempsville Council Knight of the 
Month for December. After joining our council 8 years ago, Joe would frequently work 
behind the scenes, letting his actions speak for themselves, and consistently support our 
parish and council with humility and dedication. Joe’s steadfast commitment to our 
council and community is truly remarkable. For many years, he led the Kempsville Road 
cleanup effort, helping keep our neighborhood clean and welcoming. He also serves as an 
usher at the 8:30 Mass, quietly ensuring a welcoming and orderly experience for 
parishioners each week. His leadership and sense of responsibility set an inspiring 
example for all. Beyond these contributions, Joe volunteered for many shifts at the Parish 
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Christmas Tree Lot, where his enthusiasm and cheerfulness brightened the holiday season 
for all who visited. We extend our heartfelt thanks and congratulations to Brother Joe 
Lessick for his unwavering service, generosity, and exemplary spirit. He truly embodies the 
values of Kempsville Council. 

 

Help Wanted: We are still in need of someone to be the Kempsville Compass Editor. No 
experience is necessary, just a willingness to give it your best effort.  

Reminder: Track Your Service Hours Weekly!  As we enter the second month of our 
fraternal year, let’s make it a habit to record our service hours regularly. Logging time 
weekly is far easier—and more accurate—than trying to recall details months later 
(February feels very distant by the time December rolls around!). 

You can conveniently enter your hours on our council website under the “Members Only” 
section. Let’s keep our records strong and our impact visible! 

Virtus Training Reminder: All St. Mark Ministers All St. Mark ministers are required to be 
Virtus trained and certified to serve in ministry roles. If you haven’t yet completed the Virtus 
training—or if you have questions—please reach out to Fe Guzman for guidance. 

Join the Men of St. Joseph – Thursdays at 6 AM. The Men of St. Joseph meet every 
Thursday morning at 6:00 AM in the Great Hall to read and discuss the weekend’s 
Lectionary readings—deepening our understanding of God’s word and preparing our hearts 
for Mass.  Morning is ideal for prayer and clarity, and our gatherings offer a peaceful way to 
begin the day with purpose. Consider starting your Thursday morning with other like-
minded Catholic men and join us for prayer, reflection, and fellowship. 

If you have any questions concerning the Men of St Joseph prayer group, please contact 
PGK Dan Wood at dan.wood.va@gmail.com—or simply come and join us one Thursday 
morning! 

Ladies Name Tags - If you would like a council name tag for your wife, please let the Grand 
Knight or Deputy Grand Knight know. 

Would Your Wife to Like To Receive Council Updates? Our Member Management system 
allows up to three email addresses per Knight. If your wife would like to receive council 
communications—such as the monthly Compass newsletter, meeting reminders, and 
event notices—please share her email address with the Grand Knight or Financial 
Secretary so we can add it to our system.  Stay connected. Stay informed 
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Happy Birthday - The brothers listed below will celebrate their birthdays in December.  
Happy Birthday!

• FDD/PGK John Cochran 
• PFN Steve Schlossberg 
• Jeff Brimer 
• Joe Lessick 
• Candido Rivera, Jr 
• PGK Michael Martin 

• Oscar Delostrinos 
• PGK Ed Malana 
• PGK Bryn Scola 
• PGK Dave Wemhoff 
• Michael Williams

Father McGivney Guild - The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild promotes the cause for 
Father McGivney’s for sainthood.  Father McGivney was beatified on Oct. 31, 2020.  
Membership in the Guild is free and open to all.  Members receive a quarterly newsletter 
and are remembered in a weekly Mass offered for their intentions.  Follow the link below:  

https://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/index.html 

National March for Life – The National March for Life will be held in Washington DC on 
January 23rd. Marshals are needed to assist the participants, guide the march, and help 
everyone have a safe and successful experience. The time commitment is approximately 
9:00am to 4:00pm plus travel time. Please click this link 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BA4AB2BA6FB6-54776343-virginia#/ to 
volunteer or speak with FDD/PGK Jim Waltz if you have any questions.  
 
Council Calendar for January 2026 

8 Officers & Directors Meeting @ 6:30pm; Conference Room 
16 Membership Meeting; Great Hall 
 7:00pm Rosary 
 7:30pm Meeting begins 
17 Kempsville Road Clean Up @ 8:30am (Doors open @ 8am) 
19 Martin Luther King Day 
23 National March for Life – Washington DC 
 

  

https://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/index.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E4BA4AB2BA6FB6-54776343-virginia#/
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Looking Ahead – Council Calendar for February 2026 
2 Financial Review 6:30pm; Library 
7 Polar Plunge; Virginia Beach Waterfront 
10 (Support) Justice & Peace Blood Drive 
12 Officers & Directors Meeting @ 6:30pm; Conference Room 
17 (Support) Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
18 – 25 (Support) CAST 
19 Membership Meeting; Great Hall (day moved for Lent) 
 7:00pm Rosary 
 7:30 Meeting begins 
21 KRCU @ 8:30am (Doors open @ 8am) 
27 (Support) Assembly Fish Fry #1 

 

From the 4th Degree 

January ~ 
1 – New Year’s Day 
1 – Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
4 – Epiphany of the Lord 
12 – Fish Fry Planning Meeting #2 – Columbian Club - 6:30 PM 
17 - New Sir Knights Dinner – Columbian Club – 6 PM 
19 – Martin Luther King Day 
23 – National March for Life – Washington D.C. 
26 – Officers Meeting 
28 – Assembly Business Meeting – Renewal of Obligations/Commitment 
 
Looking Ahead: 
February ~ 
2 - Ground Hogs Day 
7 – Polar Plunge – 9 AM to 3 PM – Virginia Beach ocean front 
14 - Valentine’s Day 
16 - President’s Day 
18 – Ash Wednesday 
20 – Fish Fry #1 
23 - Officers Meeting 
25 - Assembly Business Meeting 
27 – Fish Fry #2 
28 – Exemplification of the Fourth Degree – Catholic Church of St Mark - 11 AM 


