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The Kempsville Compass

Membership Meetings are held monthly on the 3™ Friday
at The Catholic Church of St. Mark,
1505 Kempsville Road, Virginia Beach, VA 23464
with the Rosary at 7pm and gavel down at 7:30pm.
For more information, visit our website: www.kofc10515.0rg

Celebrating Faith, Family, Community and Life
From the Grand Knight...

Greetings from Michigan!

As we approach the season of Thanksgiving, it is fitting to
reflect on the blessings God has bestowed upon us. In
Catholic tradition, gratitude is more than an occasional
act—itis a daily practice that draws us closer to the Lord. St.
Paul reminds us, “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

. i Whether in times of abundance or challenge, our faith calls
us to recognize God s presence and to be thankful for His enduring love and mercy.

Let us use this time not only to gather with loved ones but also to thank God for the gift of
community, the beauty of creation, and the opportunities to serve others. In expressing
gratitude, we become witnesses of Christ’s love and build a spirit of hope and generosity in
our world.

Father in Heaven, Creator of all and source of all goodness and love, please look

kindly upon us and receive our heartfelt gratitude in this time of giving thanks.

Thank you for all the graces and blessings You have bestowed upon us, spiritual and
temporal; our faith and religious heritage, our food and shelter, our health, the love
we have for one another, our family and friends.

Dear Father, in Your infinite generosity, please grant us continued graces and

blessing throughout the coming year.

This we ask in the Name of Jesus, Your Son and our Brother. Amen.
Fraternally,

Dave
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First Thursday Adoration - First Thursday Adoration will be observed at St Mark on
Thursday, 06 November 2025 from 9:00am to 6:00pm. Next month’s Eucharistic Adoration
will be on Thursday, 04 December 2025 from 9:00am - 6:00pm. Clear a slot or two on your
calendars and come spend some time with our Lord.

Kempsville Council Memorial Mass - Father Eric will say a memorial mass for all
deceased brothers of our council on Friday, 7 November at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary.
Please come out in your red shirts to honor and remember our fallen brothers. Asinyears
past, there will be a memorial ceremony in the Great Hall following Mass to include light
refreshments. Due to this, First Friday Rosary will be prayed one half hour earlier than
normal at 6:30pm this month.

First Friday Rosary - First Friday Rosary is at St Mark on Friday 07 November 2025. The
Rosary will be prayed at 6:30pm (CHANGED TIME). Next month, our First Friday Rosary will
be prayed on Friday 05 December at 7:00pm. Please join us for the Rosary.

New Members — On October 5" we welcomed Andy Demarchena as a Third Degree Knight
with a CUF Exemplification Ceremony in the Great Hall. Welcome Brother Andy!
Additionally, Brother Candido Rivera was voted into our council at the October
membership meeting. An Exemplification Ceremony is being planned.

Congratulations to Kempsville Council - At the October
membership meeting, PGK Dan Wood accepted on behalf of
Kempsville Council, the Star Council Award for Fraternal Year
2024/25. Star Awards recognize outstanding achievementin
membership, insurance, programming, and overall operations.
Earning a Star Award is the marker of a high preforming Knights
of Columbus unit and the goal to which every council, district,
and assembly should strive.

October Family of the Month — Matt and Deb Moyer are the Kempsville Council Family of
the Month for October. The Moyer family has been part of St Mark Parish since 2005. Matt
and Deb, along with their daughters Grace (16) and Kate (11), give of themselves in many
activities and ministries at St Mark. Deb serves as a lector for the 8:30 am Sunday Mass
and is a catechist for sixth grade. Grace is a lector at the 5:30 pm Mass, while Kate assists
as ajunior usher at the 8:30 am Masses and has volunteered at Vacation Bible School. The
Moyer family has supported parish events including Trunk or Treat and the parish picnic.

October Knight of the Month — SK Tom Wenthe is the Kempsville Council Knight of the
Month for October. Although Tom has been a member of Kempsville Council for less than a
year, his service has been marked by enthusiasm and faith. Tom has never hesitated in
answering any call to give of his time, talent or treasure for the betterment of our parish, our
community or his brothers. A small sample of his engagement would include — being a
member of the Usher Ministry, helping with the recent Blood Drive, working at Monte Carlo
Night, Shrove Tuesday, the Pumpkin Patch, KRCU and many more. Tom is reliably cheerful

20of6



The Kempsville Compass November 2025

and faithful in his service. He has never said “no” of which | am aware. For his ongoing
exemplary service to our council, | am pleased to recognize SK Tom Wenthe as Kempsville
Council Knight of the Month for October 2025.

Habitat for Humanity

As a result of our September “Knights Night at the Tides” fund raiser, the council provided
$682 to our local Habitat for Humanity of South Hampton Roads (H4H SHR) organization
led by Brother Frank Hruska. On October 17" & 18™, eight brother Knights donated time
and talent to the H4H SHR The Knights worked on front and back porches for two new
homes under construction in Norfolk, installing steps, flooring, and lattice work. They
completed the assigned project in two days.

This is the first of two (2) planned H4H projects this fraternal year. The next project is
planned for January or February, and will involve constructing framing for another house.
More information on the next project will be provided at either our December or January
membership meeting.

Help Wanted: We are still in need of someone to be the Kempsville Compass Editor. No
experience is necessary, just a willingness to give it your best effort.
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Reminder: Track Your Service Hours Weekly! As we enter the second month of our
fraternal year, let’s make it a habit to record our service hours regularly. Logging time
weekly is far easier—and more accurate—than trying to recall details months later
(February feels very distant by the time December rolls around!).

You can conveniently enter your hours on our council website under the “Members Only”
section. Let’s keep our records strong and our impact visible!

Virtus Training Reminder: All St. Mark Ministers All St. Mark ministers are required to be
Virtus trained and certified to serve in ministry roles. If you haven’t yet completed the Virtus
training—or if you have questions—please reach out to Fe Guzman for guidance. The next
in person Virtus training at St Mark will be November 4 at 10am. Contact Fe to register.

Join the Men of St. Joseph - Thursdays at 6 AM. The Men of St. Joseph meet every
Thursday morning at 6:00 AM in the Great Hall to read and discuss the weekend’s
Lectionary readings—deepening our understanding of God’s word and preparing our hearts
for Mass. Morning is ideal for prayer and clarity, and our gatherings offer a peaceful way to
begin the day with purpose. Consider starting your Thursday morning with other like-
minded Catholic men and join us for prayer, reflection, and fellowship.

If you have any questions concerning the Men of St Joseph prayer group, please contact
PGK Dan Wood at dan.wood.va@gmail.com—or simply come and join us one Thursday
morning!

Ladies Name Tags - If you would like a council name tag for your wife, please let the Grand
Knight or Deputy Grand Knight know.

Would Your Wife to Like To Receive Council Updates? Our Member Management system
allows up to three email addresses per Knight. If your wife would like to receive council
communications—such as the monthly Compass newsletter, meeting reminders, and
event notices—please share her email address with the Grand Knight or Financial
Secretary so we can add it to our system. Stay connected. Stay informed

Happy Birthday - The brothers listed below will celebrate their birthdays in November.
Happy Birthday!

e Deacon John Kren e Robert West

e Doug Morin e Gabriel Botello
e PGKMike King e Paolo Girardi

e Landon Torio e Allen Otis

e Mike Kassel e Doug Huling

o SKlJeffrey McAloon e Jeff Holdsworth

Father McGivney Guild - The Father Michael J. McGivney Guild promotes the cause for
Father McGivney’s for sainthood. Father McGivney was beatified on Oct. 31, 2020.
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Membership in the Guild is free and open to all. Members receive a quarterly newsletter
and are remembered in a weekly Mass offered for their intentions. Follow the link below:

https://www.fathermcgivney.org/en/index.html

Election Prep Reminder: Just a friendly nudge for all council members: Election Day is
coming up on Tuesday, November 4th! Now’s a great time to check your voter registration,

confirm polling locations, and start exploring the ballot initiatives and candidates that
matter to our community. Let’s stay engaged and informed so we can make our voices
count.
e https://www.elections.virginia.gov/casting-a-ballot/calendars-schedules/upcoming-
elections.html

Faithful Citizenship & Voter Resources
As Catholics, we are called to participate in civic life with both conscience and
compassion. With the 2025 elections approaching, explore these non-partisan resources
to help guide your decisions through the lens of Catholic social teaching:
Be prepared to vote - Let us vote not only with our minds, but with hearts formed by the
Gospel. us B3
e https://vacatholic.org/
e https://vacatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Four-Principles-CST-2022.pdf
e https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-

consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf

e https://www.usccb.org/resources/3-ways-support-peaceful-elections

Council Calendar for November 2025
01 & 02 Church Drive after all Masses

01 All Saints Day

02 All Souls Day

06 First Thursday Adoration from 9:00am to 6:00pm
07 First Friday/Memorial Rosary @ 6:30pm

07 Memorial Mass 7:00pm

08 & 09 Special Olympics Fall Games

13 Officers & Directors Meeting @ 6:30pm

21 Membership Meeting

e 7:00pm Rosary
e 7:30pm Meeting begins

22 Kempsville Road Cleanup @ 8:30 am (Doors open @ 8am)
27 Thanksgiving Day
30 First Sunday of Advent
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Looking Ahead - Council Calendar for December 2025

6
6
8
11
19

20
24
25
27/28

Coats for Kids / Grandparents as Parents Event
Council Christmas Party 7:00pm Great Hall
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION)
Officers & Directors Meeting @ 6:30pm
Membership Meeting

e 7:00pm Rosary

e 7:30pm Meeting begins

KRCU @ 8:30am (Doors open @ 8am)

Parking Lot Support — Christmas Eve Masses
Christmas Day

Consecration to the Holy Family — All Masses

From the 4th Degree

November ~

4

11
24
25

27

Election Day

Veterans Day / Parade

Assembly Officer’s Meeting ~ Columbian Club at 6:30PM

Assembly Business Meeting ~ Columbian Club ~ Rosary at 7:00PM & Meeting
at 7:30PM

Thanksgiving Day
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