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Celebrating Faith, Family and Fraternity 

 
From the Grand Knight… 
 
Dear Brothers and Families of Council #10515 
 
January is a time for new beginnings. This week, we welcomed 2025, a new calendar year 
in our lives. Just a week earlier, on Christmas Eve, the Catholic Church commenced the 
Jubilee Year 2025, known as "Pilgrims of Hope," with the opening of the Holy Door at 
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. 
 
The Catholic tradition of a Jubilee Year, which began in 1300 with Pope Boniface VIII, is 
generally celebrated every 25 years. It provides an opportunity for Catholics worldwide to 
experience God's grace, promote peace, and foster unity. 
 
The Jubilee Year is a time for reconciliation, pilgrimages, and gaining plenary indulgences, 
which help in the removal of temporal punishments due to sin. Catholics gain indulgences 
by making pilgrimages, prayerfully visiting specific churches, or practicing acts of mercy. 
 
A major aspect of the Holy Year for Catholics is the pilgrimage to Rome and the ritual of 
passing through the threshold of the Holy Door, symbolizing entry into the presence of God. 
The Jubilee Year will conclude on January 5th, 2026, The Epiphany of the Lord, when the 
Holy Door is once again closed. 
 
I wish all of you the very best through out 2025, and I look forward to working with you as 
we complete the final six months of our current fraternal year.  I need your help and support 
of the key events occurring over the next three months: Monte Carlo Night (Feb 8th), CAST 
Ministry Support (Feb 12th – 19th), Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner (March 4th) and Fr. 
Habets Assembly #1505 Fish Fry Support (Mar 28th). 
 
Please mark your calendar for the Parish Men’s Retreat to be held on Saturday March 21st 
 
Vivat Jesus 

Dan Wood, GK 

The Kempsville Compass 
 

Council meetings are held at the Catholic Church of St. Mark, 
1505 Kempsville Rd., Virginia Beach, VA 23464 - Business 

meetings are normally held on the third Friday of the month 
at 7:30pm with the Rosary at 7pm. 

Web Site: www.kofc10515.org 

http://www.kofc10515.org/
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Christmas Trees – Thank you to all who helped with the Christmas Tree Lot.  We had 57 
volunteers and over 500 hours dedicated to offloading, setting up and taking down the lot, 
and selling 400 Christmas Trees.  All trees were sold in 10 days.  The final church profit is 
being calculated and will be provided when available. 
 
First Thursday Adoration - First Thursday Adoration is at St Mark, was held on Thursday 
2 January 2024.  Thanks to all who were able to come out and spend time with our Lord.  
The next First Thursday Adoration will be held on February 6th from 9am to 6:30pm. 
 
First Friday Rosary – First Friday Rosary was held at St Mark on Friday 3 January 2024.  
The next First Friday Rosary will be held on February 7th.  The Rosary will be prayed at 7pm.  
Please join us for the Rosary. 
 
Virginia Pro-Abortion Bill – The Virginia House of Delegates bill H-J1 and State Senate bill 
S-J1 – is a pro-abortion bill.  These bills are planned to be voted on 8 January 2025.  If they 
pass, it will put a ballot initiative on the statewide ballot to change the Virginia state 
Constitution to allow abortion up until birth, and it will do away with previously approved 
pro-life initiatives.  You are encouraged to write your state Delegate and State Senator, and 
ask them to vote NO on these bills.  More information can be found on the below website: 
 

• https://vshl.org/legislative-action-center2/ 
 
Service hours – The Grand Knight, Deputy Grand Knights and other council members will 
be completing the Annual Fraternal Survey this month.  If you have not provided your 
service hours either on the council website, or to the Grand Knight, please do so.  This 
information is used to complete the Annual Fraternal Survey.   
 
Monte Carlo Night – Our council’s biggest fund raiser is Monte Carlo Night which will be 
on Saturday 8 February 2025 immediately following the 5:30 pm Mass. During our State 
Deputy’s visit at the council Christmas Party, SD Bob Jones stated that since he and his 
officers will be in Virginia Beach for the Polar Plunge, they would like to attend the event.   
 
We need the help of all our brother Knights to make this a successful fundraiser.  Please 
prayerfully consider if you can be more active in this year’s fundraiser than you’ve be able to 
be in the past. 
 
Specifically, help is needed with: 

• solicitating for donations from merchants for the Silent Auction,  
• obtaining the VA ABC Liquor license, 
• selling tickets after masses in late January and on Feb 8th, 
• setting up the Great Hall and cleaning up afterward, 
• making and donating food for the pot luck dinner,  
• purchasing and donating the beer and wine,  
• staffing the drink table and buffet lines, ensuring our guests are served, and 
• running the evening’s 50/50 raffle ticket sales. 

 
Over the next week, the Grand Knight and Deputy Grand knight will personally contact each 
of you asking for your help with event.  

https://vshl.org/legislative-action-center2
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Polar Plunge – The 2025 Polar Plunge is on Saturday 8 February 2025 at 1pm at the 
Virginia Beach ocean front.  We have four council members brave enough to take the plunge 
for Special Olympics, FDD John Cochran, FDD Jim Waltz, PGK Joe Burns and DGK Dave 
Fritsch.  You can donate to our council team, or individual members at the below websites:   
 

• Council 10515: https://impact.specialolympicsva.org/team/613075 

• John Cochran: https://impact.specialolympicsva.org/fundraiser/5962688 

• Jim Waltz: https://impact.specialolympicsva.org/fundraiser/5954234 

• Joe Burns: https://impact.specialolympicsva.org/fundraiser/5944759 

• Dave Fritsch: https://impact.specialolympicsva.org/fundraiser/5976529 

 
December Family of the Month – Congratulations to the Fe & Cris Guzman family, our 
FOM for December.  Fe and Cris are truly dedicated members of our St Mark community. 
When Deacon Mike stepped down as Pastoral Associate because of health reasons, Fe took 
on additional responsibilities beyond her role as Director of Religious Education to aid the 
faith community, such as coordinating the Virtus Training required for all ministries, and 
sending out an informative weekly email on all events happening in our parish via Flocknote 
and Facebook. 
 
Fe’s responsibilities as the Director of Religious Formation / Youth Minister, include 
coordinating this summer’s parish retreat, selecting adult small faith group program, and 
recruiting lead coordinators to facilitate the group sessions, coordinate and implement all 
youth fundraisers as well as supervising the implementation of live streaming the 10:30 am 
Sunday Masses, funerals, and other special events. 
 
Cris actively supports St Mark’s as an audio-visual resource, setting up the live streaming 
equipment for weekly masses, as well serving as a community photographers, taking 
pictures and documenting baptisms, confirmations, Easter Vigil services, and other parish 
community gatherings. 
 
Fe and Cris’s daughter is very active at the Cathedral of Sacred Heart in Richmond, VA 
where she is a Lay Reader and Music Minister. 
 
December Knight of the Month – Congratulations to Mike Kassel, our December KOM.  
Mike joined the Knights in December 2023, completed his combined Exemplification in 
February 2024, and immediately became actively involved in all council activities. This year, 
he took on the added responsibility of leading our Faith in Action “Family” Programs. 
 
Mike is an active parishioner at St. Mark's. He serves on the Liturgy Committee, coordinates 
the Lectors, and acts as a Mass Coordinator and Eucharistic Minister. Additionally, Mike 
contributes to both the Prison Ministry and Men of St. Joseph. Beyond his parish duties, 
Mike supports the wider community as a volunteer Adult Leader in the Boy Scouts of 
America. 
 
Coats for Kids – Five local Knights of Columbus councils and two Ladies Auxiliaries donated 
183 new coats and 120 sets of new hats and gloves to Catholic Charities of Eastern Virgina 
(CCEVA) in support of the Grandparents as Parents Christmas Party.  New coats, hats, and 

https://impact.specialolympicsva.org/team/613075
https://impact.specialolympicsva.org/fundraiser/5962688
https://impact.specialolympicsva.org/fundraiser/5954234
https://impact.specialolympicsva.org/fundraiser/5944759
https://impact.specialolympicsva.org/fundraiser/5976529
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gloves were distributed to 95 grandchildren.  The remaining coats, hats and gloves were left 
with CCEVA for individuals in need throughout the winter.  Councils 4632, 10515, 11984, 12117 
(and ladies), and 12378 (and ladies) purchased 14 cases from Supreme’s Coats for Kids supply, 
plus 15 additional coats to cover 8 infant/toddler sizes and 7 others to ensure each kid received 
a new coat. 
 

In 2018 a partnership began 
between Knights of Columbus 
councils in southeastern 
Virginia and Catholic Charities 
of Eastern Virginia.  Several 
councils had already been 
donating coats to CCEVA to 
distribute to clients in need of a 
coat.  CCEVA presented an 
opportunity to John Cochran, 
District Deputy 4 (2018-19 and 
2019-20) to participate in the 
Grandparents as Parents 

(GAP) Christmas Party.  GAP has monthly support group meetings and in December there is a 
Christmas party for the children. 
 
FDD Cochran continues to organize the event and over the past seven years several councils in 
southeastern Virginia have participated.  This event is not only a Christmas party, but an 
occasion to present new coats to the kids.  The Knights finance the food for the party, with the 
Ladies Auxiliary from 12117 doing the food prep and distribution.  Each year, the highlight is 
when every child present receives a new coat, hat, and gloves.   
 
On average 28 families are 
serviced each year with more than 
100 attending the party.  In the six 
years of Knights support (no party 
in 2020), nearly 1,000 coats, plus 
hats and gloves have been 
donated to CCEVA and 433 have 
been distributed to the GAP kids.  
Each year those coats, hats, and 
gloves not needed for distribution 
are donated to Catholic Charities 
to support their programs 
throughout the winter, such as 
their Eastern Shore Migrant 
Worker Ministry. Most of the coats 
come from Supreme’s Coats for Kids supply, but each year 10-20 additional coats are 
purchased and donated to cover infant/toddler sizes and any other size needed to ensure each 
child gets a new coat. 
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Pumpkin Pies – Our November Family of the Month, the Jud and Lori Dinsmore family, 
continued to support the St. Mark Youth Group in wonderful ways. As you recall, they took 
our leftover Pumpkin Patch pumpkins and gourds for their Food Co-Op, and baked pumpkin 
muffins that raised over $1,000 for the Youth Group. In December, Lori offered to teach our 
youth how to make pumpkin pies. She provided sample pies to take pre-orders and gave 
hands-on instruction to the youth, guiding them through the pie-making process. Together, 
they made and sold 50 pies to the St. Mark community, earning an additional $500 for 
youth activities. Thanks to all our Knight volunteers who supported this youth fundraiser. 
 
Basketball Free Throw – Knights of Columbus councils sponsor the Free Throw 
Championship for boys and girls ages 9-14 to provide an athletic outlet and encourage the 
values of sportsmanship and healthy competition. Kids compete within their own gender and 
age, and progress from local level to district, regional and state/province competition. 
 
Kempsville council will hold its Basketball Free Throw with St John the Apostle 
council 13467 at the St John the Apostle School gym.  A date and time have not been 
confirmed; however, the councils are looking at the week of 27 January 2025.  
  
Your help is needed with registration, and the free throw itself, and most importantly, you 
must be Virtus certified.  If you have not completed Virtus, you need to do so now.  Please 
see the Virtus note later in this newsletter for session opportunities. 
 
To help with the Community Event or if you have a young athlete interested in participating 
please reach out to Marc Robillard at kofcbasketball10515@gmail.com or (757) 553-6493. 
 
VIRTUS TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION – All St Mark ministers are required to be 
Virtus trained and certified.   
 
For those who have been previously Virtus certified but haven't been actively reading 
the required monthly bulletins, please ask them to sign back in to their account at virtus.org 
and follow the prompts to re-activate their account. If they can't access their account 
because it is either inactive or suspended, please submit their names and email addresses 
to fe@stmark-parish.org 
 
For those who don't have an account yet: 

• Go to Virtus.org 
• Click on "First Time Registrant", "Begin Registration Process" 
• Select your organization (Richmond, VA) 
• Follow the prompt to create username, password, etc. 
• Register for an upcoming training session on the date, time, and location of your 

choice. (NOTE: Don’t delay - sessions fill up fast) 
 
Upcoming sessions are:  

• 01/14/2025 6:00 PM    
• 02/18/2025 9:30 AM     
• 03/25/2025 9:30 AM      
• 04/08/2025 6:00 PM    

mailto:kofcbasketball10515@gmail.com
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwUyj1SBSEMAODTQMkkIRAsUtjsPVh-3mN8Lg7ijsd37L-qgp6EbVMUDxgoUbRPDdJLzowIkqU0yKGevTIjx0aYTzuUgBiBEhEABZdAogCUjmf1byUbhv6a5eOau7kyP-1Ln3t_Gf9u6DB03GPtn28318PQYf_VqEopCvvEdml7rDaqNwxl_rqrbXsr_QUAAP__NHYx9A
mailto:fe@stmark-parish.org


The Kempsville Compass  January 2025 
 

6 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive - St Marks’ next drive will be on February 4th from 11 am - 5 
pm.  Please let Jim Drewiske know via e-mail at jim_bobbi_d@msn.com, if you can work at 
the blood drive.  There will be a meal for all those who are working. 
Also, you can sign up to donate online now if you want.  Go to the American Red Cross 
Blood donation site, enter the February 4th date, and St Marks will be listed as a donation 
site.  A sign-up list will also be available in the commons area at St. Marks starting mid-
January. 
 
Chesapeake Area Shelter Team (CAST) Ministry Support - St. Marks will be supporting 
the Ministry February 12th - 18th.  Signups will start in January.  Please consider supporting 
this event.  One way you can support this event is signup for one of two overnight shifts 
occurring each night during the support week.  
 
Men of St. Joseph - Members of the church meet each Thursday morning at 6am in the St 
Mark Great Hall to review and discuss the lectionary readings for the upcoming Sunday 
liturgy.  Please let either Dan Wood (dan.wood.va@gmail.com) or Dave Fritsch 
(deputydave10515@gmail.com} know if you would like to attend. 
 
You are invited to join the Men of St Joseph in a 33-day Consecration to St Joseph, 
beginning Feb 15th and ending on Mar 19th, the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Husband of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  Fr. Eric will celebrate Mass for the Solemnity, which will be followed by 
a light reception in the Great Hall. Contact either Dan or Dave for the prayer and reading 
materials you can use during the consecration. 
 
Parish Rectory Fence Repair – Thank you to Chancellor Joe Sivak for leading the Fence 
Repair project at the Rectory.  Several boards were replaced, and a fresh coat of stain 
applied to the trash can area.  Final work on the fence will be completed in the next week. 
 
Ladies Name Tags - If you would like a name tag for your lady, please let the Grand 
Knight or Deputy Grand Knight know. 
 
Council email – Each Knight has three email address lines available in Member 
Management.  If your wife would like to receive council relevant email (newsletters and 
meeting reminders, etc.), give her email address to the Grand Knight or Financial Secretary, 
so they can add her email to Member Management. 
 
Ask the Past Grand Knight – Ask the Past Grand Knight – Have you ever wondered about 
the end of year awards presented to councils during the Annual Meeting of the State Council 
(State Convention)?   
 
Each year Grand Knights across Virginia select their best Faith in Action programs under the 
categories of Faith, Family, Community and Life, for consideration for the State Award in 
each category.  These programs are documented on Form “End of Year Fraternal Program 
Award Submission (STSP).”  Grand Knights provide information on their programs that 
include Program Title, Program Date, participation (member and non-member), Program 
Planning (costs and time), Members recruited and Donations.  Additionally, a description of 
the program is provided, along with any pictures, newsletter articles, newspaper articles and 
bulletin announcements.   
 

mailto:jim_bobbi_d@msn.com
mailto:dan.wood.va@gmail.com
mailto:deputydave10515@gmail.com
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Other reports the Grand Knight submits include the council’s selection for Family of the Year, 
Knight of the Year and Young Man and Woman of the Year.  Each has its own form, which is 
available on the State website. 
 
All reports are sent to the State Programs Director for review and final selection by the 
State Officers, with the winners being announced during the State Convention Awards 
Breakfast or Banquet Dinner. 
 
During the Fraternal Year 2022-2023 Kempsville council 10515 received the State Award for 
Life. 
 
Happy Birthday - The below brothers will celebrate their birthdays in January.  Happy 
Birthday! 
 

Jeffrey Brimer     PGK Michael Martin 
FDD John Cochran    PFN Steven Schlossberg 
Oscar Delostrinos    PGK Bryn Scola 
Joseph Lessick    PGK David Wemhoff 
PGK Eduardo Malana    Michael Williams 

 
Council Calendar for January 2025 
 

1/1 New Year’s Day 
1/2 First Thursday Adoration – after 8:30am Mass 
1/3  First Friday Rosary – 7pm 
1/9 Officers and Directors Meeting – 6:30pm 
1/11 State Mid-Year Meeting – Holy Cross School, Fredericksburg, VA 
1/17 Membership Meeting – Rosary 7:00pm, Gavel down 7:30pm 
1/20 Martin Luther King Day 
1/24 National march for Life 
1/28 Annual Audit – 6:30pm 

 
Looking Ahead - February 
 

2/4 Red Cross blood Drive 
2/6 Officers and Directors Meeting – 6:30pm 
2/8 Polar Plunge – 1pm 
2/8 Monte Carlo Night – 7pm 
2/12-2/19 CAST 
2/21 Membership Meeting – Rosary 7:00pm, Gavel down 7:30pm 
2/22 Clean Kempsville Road 
2/22-2/23 Church Drive 

 
 
REPORT OF THE FOURTH DEGREE  
 
New Assembly Website – Our website has moved to https://www.kofc1505assembly.org/, 
and was activated the weekend before Christmas.  Please bookmark this new website.  The 

https://www.kofc1505assembly.org/
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old website is still active through UKnight, but will no longer be updated.  We also have new 
email addresses for or officers: 

navigator@kofc1505assembly.org  
admiral@kofc1505assembly.org  
captain@kofc1505assembly.org  
pilot@kofc1505assembly.org  
comptroller@kofc1505assembly.org  

purser@kofc1505assembly.org  
scribe@kofc1505assembly.org  
colorcorps@kofc1505assembly.org  
webmaster@kofc1505assembly.org 

 
Wreaths Across America – Four assembly members attended the 14 December 2024 
“Wreaths Across America” at All Saints Catholic Cemetery in Portsmouth VA.   
 
Confirmation Support - Father Habets provided seven Sir Knights as Honor Guard for the 
Confirmation of Six young men and women from Oceana and Little Creek/Fort Story.  The 
Sacrament of Confirmation was presided over by Auxiliary Bishop Spenser for the U.S. 
Military Archdiocese at the Oceana Chapel of the good Shephard on Wednesday 18 
December 2024.  Sir Knights in attendance were PFNs Joe Burns, Frank Green, Earl Reid, 
Stan Schnell and Dave Wemhoff, and PGKs Wayne Phelps (CCC) and GK Bob James. 
 
Assembly Christmas Social - Our Assembly held its Annual Christmas Social on Saturday, 
December 21st, at the Columbian Club.  Over 45 Sir Knights and ladies attended.   
 
Fish Fry Planning Meeting - Our initial Fish Fry Planning Meeting was held on Monday, the 
16th of December at the Columbian Club.  That you to all who attended.  The next Fish Fry 
planning meeting is 13 January 2025 at the Columbian Club at 6:30pm.  Kempsville council 
has floor support on 28 March, and our ladies will sell desserts. 
 
Official Regalia Dress (ORD) – Assembly members not currently owning the ORD are 
encouraged to consider purchasing the ORD so that they can participate more fully in 
patriotic events. 
 
Spring 2025 Exemplification - will be an introduction of the new Exemplification 
Ceremony. It will also happen on the Anniversary of the Order on February 22, 2025, at St. 
Patrick's Cathedral in New York City. The State will have a bus with limited seats available if 
you wish to attend. We need to know ASAP for planning & reservations. 
 
New Sir Knights Dinner – A New Sir Knights Dinner is planned for February 2025, date is 
TBD.  The last New Sir Knights Dinner was held in January 2020, just prior to the COVID 
pandemic.  Since then, 25 new Sir Knights have joined our order and assembly, and we 
would like to formally welcome these new Sir Knights and their ladies into our assembly.   
 
Renewal of Obligations – Due to the District Master’s unavailability in January, our 
Renewal of Obligations will take place during the February business meeting. 
 
Assembly calendar for January 

1/1 New Year’s Day 
1/13 Second Fish Fry Planning Meeting. 6:30 PM at the Columbian Club. 
1/20 Martin Luther King Day 
1/27 Officers Meeting – 6:30pm 
1/29 Assembly Business Meeting - 7:30pm 

mailto:navigator@kofc1505assembly.org
mailto:admiral@kofc1505assembly.org
mailto:captain@kofc1505assembly.org
mailto:pilot@kofc1505assembly.org
mailto:comptroller@kofc1505assembly.org
mailto:purser@kofc1505assembly.org
mailto:scribe@kofc1505assembly.org
mailto:colorcorps@kofc1505assembly.org
mailto:webmaster@kofc1505assembly.org

