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GRAND KNIGHT’S MIONTHLY MESSAGE

Worthy Brothers, Ladies’ Auxiliary Members, Family, and Friends!

Happy New Year! | hope you and your families and friends had a
very Blessed and Merry Christmas! If you traveled, welcome back home!

As we enter 2026, many of you, like me, reflect on the blessings and
graces Our Almighty God and Father has gifted to us during the past year
and reflect on those areas where we might have fallen short. We then
resolve to do better during this new year in at least one or more areas,
whether the area may be our prayer life, our relationship with a family
member, or improving our health by exercising more and/or losing
welght Maybe one of your resolutions is to make a little more time to help others, support a
Parish ministry, or donate a couple of hours or time each month to assist with one of our
Council activities. Too often, we find after a few weeks, the change we want to make is either
too difficult or takes too much time out of our already hectic family or work schedules, and we
give up. But the year doesn’t last for just a few weeks. There are 365 days in 2026, which
means you have a new chance each day. So, don’t give up...and try to find some time to
support one or more of our many and varied activities, even if it’s just for an hour or two.

As the Christmas holiday season winds down and we enter the second half of our Fraternal
Year, our activity schedule will begin to ramp up. During this month, Knights will again travel
down to Birmingham for the annual Mass for Life at St. Paul’s Cathedral and prayer rally outside
the Planned Parenthood facility. We also plan to conduct a Consecration to the Holy Family and
conduct another membership drive. (We need just three new members to meet our goal for
this fraternal year.) Finally, we’ll conduct the annual K of C basketball Free-Throw contest for
boys and girls, ages 9 to 14. Before you know it, February will be upon us, and we’ll be
preparing for and conducting Lenten Fish Fries to raise funds for our scholarship program. So,
again, there will be opportunities to help, even if just for an hour or so. Check out the
Upcoming Events pages later in this newsletter.

Congratulations t our Sir Knight William (Bill) Moeller, our Knight of the Month for December
and to Sir Knight Ronnie and Linda Rickabaugh, our Family of the Month for December. Please
congratulate them when you see the,!

Once again, | wish all of you and your families a very Happy, healthy and Blessed New Year!

Vivat Jesus!
SK Craig Priebe
Grand Knight, Council 10232
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DISTRICT 20 DEPUTY NEWS

Worthy Brother Knights,

At New Year, a Scottish song is widely sung but few realize that the
verse normally used is a small part of a poem by Scotland's national poet,
Robert Burns in 1788. Based on older folk traditions, of remembering old
friends and times, it is traditionally sung on New Year's Eve to bid farewell
to the old year and mark cherished memories. lts title loosely translates
to "old long since," "long, long ago," or "days gone by," with the chorus
asking if old acquaintances should be forgotten, answering with a
resounding "no," and calling for a "cup o' kindness". Even in 1788, Burns

wrote about those who are separated by a broad ocean as some of us are today.

Original Scots verse

Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and never brought to mind?

Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
and auld lang syna?

Chorus:

For auld flang syne, my jo,

for awd lang syne,

we'll fak'a cup o' kindness yef,
far aiwld lang syne,

And surely ve'll be your pint-stoup!
and surely I'l be mine!

And we'll tak’ a cup o kindness yet,
for auld lang syne.

Chorus

We twa hae run about the braes,
and pou'd the gowans fine;

But we've wander'd mony a weary fit,
sin' auld lang syne.

Chovus

We twa hae paidli'd in the bum,

frae moming sun till dine;

But seas betwean us braid hae roar'd
sin' auld lang syne.

Chorus

And there's a hand, my trusty fiere!

and gie's a hand o thine!

And we'll tak” a right gude-willie waught,
for auld lang syne,

Chovus

Standard English version

Should old acquaintance be forgot,
and never brought to mind?
Should gld acquaintance be forgot,
and auld lang syne?

Chorus

For auid lang syne, my dear,
for auld lang ayne,

we'll take a cup of kindnass yet,
far auld lang syne,

And surely you'll buy your pint cup!
and surely Ill buy mine!

And we'll take a cup o' kindness yeat,
for auld lang syne.

Chorus

We two have run about the hills,

and picked the daisies fine;

But we've wandered many a weary foot,
since auld lang syne.

Chorus

Wi lwa have paddled in the stream,
from morning sun till dine;

But seas between us broad have roared
gince auld lang syne.

Chorus

And there's a hand my trusty friend!
And give me a hand o thine!

And we'll ake a right good-will draught,
for auld lang syne,

Chorus

I wish everyone a very happy and brosperous 2026! Bliadhna mhath ar

Vivat Jesus!
SK Joe Duffy
Alabama State Council District 20 Deputy
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DEVOTION OF THE MONTH

JANUARY
Month of the Holy Name

The month of January is traditionally dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus.
After the Blessed Virgin Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit, the angel Gabriel
appeared to St. Joseph and told him that the Child’s name should be called
Jesus, meaning “God Saves.” According to Jewish law, on the 8th day after
his birth a male child was to be circumcised, receive his name, and become

a full member of God’s covenant people. According to the old Roman
liturgical calendar, the Feast of the Circumcision of Jesus was celebrated on
January 1st, eight days after Christmas, the same day that He was given His

sacred name. Currently we celebrate the Solemnity of the Mother of God on
January 1st and honor the Holy Name of Jesus on January 3rd. For Catholics,
Jesus’ sacred name is the object of a special devotion symbolized by the
monogram “IHS,” (sometimes called a Christogram), which is the first three
letters of the Greek spelling of His name.

(Graphic and text copied from the Catholic Company’s “Morning Offering”)
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COUNCIL RECOGNITION

- KNIGHT OF THE MIONTH -

At the Annual Christmas Party Grand Knight SK Craig Priebe presented SK Bill Moeller with a
certificate recognizing his selection as the Knight of the Month for December. While we don’t
see Bill that often at meetings, he is very active indirectly supporting Council events and
activities by chauffeuring SKs Joey and James Cook and SK Chris Pate to many events while also
looking after and chauffeuring Ms. Judy Cook to Ladies’ Auxiliary events. Congratulations, Bill!
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Sir Knight Bill Moeller accepting his
Knight of the Month certificate from Grand Knight SK Priebe
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CounciL NEws

- CHARITY/UNITY/FRATERNITY EXEMPLIFICATION PHOTOS -

The Council held two Exemplifications of Charity, Unity and Fraternity in on 11 and 14
December. These Exemplifications brought in six new Brother knights and upgraded a
Knight to the Third Degree. Brother Marc Labreche was upgraded to Third Degree and
Brothers James Cymbalak, James Vance, Michael Archer, Stephen Mets, Eli Mitchell,
Michael Archer, and Braxton Turner were exemplified as Third Degree.

Brothers James Vance, Michael Archer, Stephen Mets, Eli Mitchell, Michael Archer, and
Braxton Turner with Council Degree Team
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CounciL NEws

DUES FOR 2026 ARE Now DUE!

$40 Annual Dues (Exempt are: Honorary, Honorary Life, Active Duty
Military, Active First Responder, and those Brothers who joined within
the last year.) Contact the Worthy Financial Secretary, SK Larry Burke, if
you have any questions.

* §30 Voluntary Refreshment fund - provides for food and drink before
meetings

* $10 Voluntary Charity fund - Charity committee will select a charity to
support in the upcoming year

You can pay your dues in one of three different ways!

Online through the Council Website on the
‘Members Only’ page. (You’ll need to enter your member number located on your
membership card and your birthday in the MM/DD/YYYY format to access the
Members Only page):
or
Pay by check (payable to: Knights of Columbus Council 10232) or cash to the
Financial Secretary at any Council meeting
or
Mail a check (payable to: Knights of Columbus Council 10232) only—No cash--to:
St. John the Baptist KofC Council #10232
Attn: Financial Secretary
1055 Hughes Road
Madison AL 35758

We still have some members who owe Dues for 2025 and a some who still owe
for 2024!
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| CounciL. NEws |
- JANUARY MEETING DATE CHANGES -

January Monthly Business Meeting
Knights Room
Thursday, 15 Jan 26, 7:30 PM

+

January Fraternal COR Meeting
Knights Room
Thursday, 22 Jan 26, 7:30 PM
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CounciL NEws
- THIS MIONTH -

Membership
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CounciL NEws
- THIS MONTH -

ng.,hts of Colu nbus

Consecratlon
to the Holy Family

Sunday, 18 Jan 26, 12:45 PM
St. John’s Parish Hall
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CounciL NEws
- THIS MIONTH -

-
Championship

Boys and Girls, Ages 9-14

Location: St. John’s School Gymnasium

Date: _Sunday, January 25,2026  1,,c. 1:30 PM

St. John the Baptist Council 10232

Sponsor:

Contact: KofC10232@gmail.com
e
K_;' Please note: Entrants may compete in only one local competition.

Faith in Action Community
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS — Family

Council 10232 recognizes Sir Knight William (Bill)

Moeller as the Knights of the Month for December KNIGHTs OF THE MONTH
2025. While we don’t see Bill that often at meetings,
he is very active indirectly supporting Council events December

and activities by chauffeuring SKs Joey and James
Cook and SK Chris Pate to many events while also SK William (Bill) Moeller
looking after and chauffeuring Ms. Judy Cook to

Ladies’ Auxiliary events. Congratulations, Bill!

Council 10232 recognizes Sir Knight Ronnie and Linda
Rickabaugh as the Family of the Month for December
2025. Ronnie and Linda have been instrumental in
December providing bulk food and fresh vegetables to Comunita
. . . Cenacolo from excess supplies donated by the small
community where they live. Congratulations, Ronnie &

Linda!

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

Nov - December - Keep Christ in Christmas Sales

The Council sold various "Keep Christ In Christmas"-themed items (cards, yard signs,
Advent wreathes, etc.) over two weekends following each weekend Mass. Additionally,
The Council sold hand-crafted ceramics, Afghan blankets, and hand-made wooden KCIC
yard signs at the Parish Craft Fair. The combined sales proceeds generated over $1200
towards our Keep Christ in Christmas campaign to support our Parish Priests, Deacons, and
sponsored Seminarians.

19 Dec - 1 Jan - Keep Christ in Christmas Billboard

As we have done for several years, Council 10232 funded and arranged for the display of a
KCIC message prominently displayed for 14 days from 19 Dec 25-1 Jan on an electronic
billboard on US 72, a well-traveled major highway that runs through our local community
in Madison AL.

12
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS — Life

13 Dec 25 — Rally for Life Prayer Vigil

The Council’s held its monthly prayer rally for life on Saturday,
Dec 13 at the old abortion clinic in Huntsville for a prayer rally
for life. We said a rosary, divine chaplet, sang some songs and
said some words in support for life. Four knights attended
including the life director, former life director and a fellow
Christian from another denomination.

FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS — Faith

5-6 Dec 25 - First Friday Adoration and Holy Hour
On December 5th and 6th 17 Brother Knights and 12 other members of the St. John the Baptist
Catholic Church participated in First Friday Adoration and Holy Hour.

24 Dec 25 - Christmas Eve Children’s Mass Parking

5 Knights assisted with parking support/traffic control for St. John’s Children’s Masses on
Christmas Eve. St. John's conduct a Mass in the Main church and a Mass in the Parish Hall at
the same time due to high attendance. This requires orderly parking lot control to maintain
emergency vehicle access.
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS — Community

6 Dec - Annual Joint Knights & Ladies Auxiliary Christmas Party

Jointly hosted the Council’s annual Advent/Christmas Knights Night Out Pot-Luck dinner party
with the Ladies Auxiliary. The Council provided the main course while attendees provided side
dishes, desserts, and beverages. Over 60 Knights, Ladies and family participated in the dinner,
Grand Knights end-of-year address, and games.

14
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS — Community

20 Dec - SK John Horch Memorial Bi-Monthly Blood Drive

42 volunteers assisted in the Council’s bi-monthly SK John Horch Memorial Blood Drive in the
Parish basement hall in collaboration with the Red Cross. The Red Cross team collected 42
units of blood during the 5-hr drive, exceeding the goal of 40. 6 Knights donated blood and 8
Knights

supported set-up, registration and hall recovery. This activity contributed to the 221 units of
blood collected at our blood drives during Calendar Year 2025. Great work by our Community
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Fr. Patrick J. Murphy Assembly 2420

\ 1 Knights of Columbus
e FO RTH

Patriatic degree of the Order

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 4™ DEGREE KNIGHT?
CONTACT FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR DANNY GARCIA
(dgarcia@stjohnbchurch.org)

Save the dates for the following Color Corps Activities:
Upcoming 4th Degree Exemplifications

February 2026 at Hoover, Alabama.

March 2026 at Enterprise, Alabama.

May 2026 at Foley, Alabama.

June 2026 at Huntsville, Alabama.

Honor Guard Calls
No announced calls

4th Degree Exempllflcatlon 14 Jun 25,
Madison, Alabama
(Color Guard Team with New Sir Knights &
Dignitaries)

TO JOIN THE RANKS OF THE 4™ DEGREE COLOR CORPS PROGRAM CONTACT COLOR
CORPS COMMANDER CARLOS FERNANDEZ (cafernandez679@gmail.com) OR FAITHFUL
NAVIGATOR DANNY GARCIA (dgarcia@stjohnbchurch.org)

Bl o ki A
Become an Honor Guard for special Masses and events.

Become a Color Guard for Civic and Public Events
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Ladies’ Auxiliary Monthly Message

| hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and | wish you “ All the best” as they say in
Scotland, for the coming year.

When | was thinking on what to write for this article, | looked back on what we achieved
over the last year. | want to congratulate you all on you all for your efforts in fund raising
and supporting the Knights when asked. Because of this, we were able to donate to many
charities. We supported our Pro-Life causes at Athens Women's Resource center and the
Ultrasound Program. We made two donations to seminarians, we gave to St. Vincent de
Paul and Ist Stop.

This year we are undertaking a new fundraising venture with the Butter Braid sales, and |
am sure you will once again rise to the occasion and make this a success.

At this months meeting we have a guest speaker, Council Deputy Grand Knight Jim Lake,
who is going to share his experiences on “El camino de Santiago.” Jim walked from France
to the the far west coast of Spain finishing at the cathedral of Santiago de Compostela (St.
James) | am sure we are all looking forward to his presentation.

| will finish by wishing all of you every blessing for the coming year.

Mary Duffy

Ladies Auxiliary President
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Upcoming Events — January 2026

Jan 1: Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Holy Day of Obligation)

Jan 1: New Year’s Day (CFP Quarter-Final Games)

Jan 2: First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (9:00 AM-9:00 PM)
Volunteer Hr. Sign-Up: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 3: First Saturday Mass and Holy Hour (8:30-10:15 AM)
Volunteer Hr. Sign-Up: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 6: School Back in Session from Christmas Break

Jan 6: VA Veterans Health Clinic Coffee Service (8:00-10:00 AM)
Volunteer Hr Sign Up: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 8: Assembly 2420 4th Degree Business Mtg, SIB Knights Room (6:45 Social Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
4t Degree members sign up here: Assembly Event

Jan 8 & 9: CFP Semi-Final Games

Jan 10: Alabama State Council Mid-Year Meeting (St. Joseph Parish, Prattville, AL)
Attendees Sign up here: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 10: Shelton Roaf Cleanup, 7500 Madison Blvd (8:00 AM)

Jan 11: Assembly #2420 Bunco Night (following the 5:30 PM Mass)

Jan 15: Council #10232 Business Mtg, Knights Room (6:30 Soc Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
Sign up here: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 17: Diocese of Birmingham Mass for Life & Prayer Rally
Sign up here: St. John the Baptist Council #10232

Jan 17-18: Membership Drive (following each weekend Mass)
Sat, 17 Jan Volunteer Hr. Sign Up: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Sun, 18 Jan Volunteer Hr. Sign Up: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
SUG Sign-up for Mass of Choice: Council 10232: Membership Drive Jan 17-18 2026

Jan 18: Consecration to the Holy Family, Parish Hall (12:45 PM)
Sign up to attend: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 19: MLK Day (Federal Holiday/School Holiday)

Jan 19: CFP National Championship

Jan 22: Council #10232 Fraternal COR Mtg, Knights Room (6:30 Soc Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
Sign up here: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 25: Council & District Free-Throw Championship, SIB School Gymnasium (1:30-4:00 PM)
Volunteer Hr Sign Up: St. John the Baptist Council #10232

Jan 29: Special Olympics Adult Bowling Event, AMF Pin Palace (9:00 AM-12:00 PM)
Sign up here to volunteer: St. John the Baptist Council #10232

LIFE COMMUNITY FAITH FAMILY COUNCIL/ASSEMBLY/PARISH
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Upcoming Events — February 2026

Feb 1 (Tent): 3" Degree Exemplification, Knights Room (3:00 PM)
Feb 3: VA Veterans Health Clinic Coffee Service (8:00-10:00 AM)
Brother Knights sign up here: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Feb 3: Special Olympics Youth Bowling Event, AMF Pin Palace (9 AM-1 PM)
Sugn up to volunteer: St. John the Baptist Council #10232
Feb 5: Council #10232 Business Mtg, Knights Rm (6:30 Soc Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
Sign up here to attend: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Feb 6: First Friday Adoration Period (9:00 AM-9:00 PM)
Sign up here to participate: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Feb 7: First Saturday Mass (8:30 AM) and Holy Hour (9:10-10:10 AM)
Sign up here to attend: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Feb 7 or 14 (Tent): Fish Fry Trailer Clean & Prep (9:00 AM-1:00 PM)
Sign up will be in February Newsletter
Feb 7: Shelton Road Cleanup, 7500 Madison Blvd (8:00 AM)
Feb 8: Assembly #2420 Bunco Night, SJB Basement (following the 5:30 PM Mass)
Feb 12: Assembly 2420 4th Degree Business Mtg, SJIB Knights Room (6:45 Social Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
Feb 14: Monthly Prayer Rally For Life (9:30-10:30 AM)
Sign up here to participate: St.John the Baptist Council #10232
Feb 18: Ash Wednesday (Beginning of Lent)
Feb 19: Council #10232 Fraternal COR Mtg, Knights Rm (6:30 Soc Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
Sign up here to attend: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Feb 19: Fish Fry Parish Hall Set-up (8:30-9:00 PM)
Sign up here to volunteer: St. John the Baptist Council #10232
Feb 20: Lenten Fish Fry #1 (4:45-6:15 PM)
Sign up here to volunteer: St. John the Baptist Council #10232
SUG Sign-up: will be in February Newsletter
Feb 21: SK John Horch Memorial Bi-Monthly Blood Drive (9:00 AM-2:00 PM)
Sign up here to volunteer: St. John the Baptist Council #10232
SUG Sign-Up: will be in February Newsletter
Feb 26: Fish Fry Parish Hall Set-up (8:30-9:00 PM)
Sign up here to volunteer: St. John the Baptist Council #10232
Feb 27: Lenten Fish Fry #2 (4:45-6:15 PM)
Sign up here to volunteer: St. John the Baptist Council #10232
SUG Sign-up: will be in February Newsletter
Feb 28: Comunita Cenacolo Load-up & Delivery (8:00 AM)
Sign up here to volunteer: St. John the Baptist Council #10232
LIFE COMMUNITY FAITH FAMILY COUNCIL/ASSEMBLY/PARISH
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Prayer Requests

For Pope Leo XIV

For our sponsored Parish and Diocesan Seminarians, Collins Hess and Transitional Deacon
John Paul Stepnowski as they continue their studies and priestly formation

For Brother David Williams and family as David, Diaconate candidate for the Diocese of
Birmingham, continues his formation

For SK Ron Belz

For SK Charles Bundschu

For all souls in Purgatory

For an end to abortion in the USA

For the protection of prayer warriors everywhere who pray for the respect for life

For more vocations in our Diocese to the priesthood and religious orders

For peace and an end to hostilities in Israel, Gaza, and the Ukraine

For peace and wisdom of our National, State, and Civic leaders.
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OFFICERS FOR FRATERNAL YEAR 2025-26

Alabama State Council

State Deputy

Bill Mores

State Chaplain

Rev. Vernon Hugley

State Secretary

Pat Jackson

State Treasurer

Brian Lagasse

State Advocate

John Bares

State Warden

Andre Patterson

Immediate Past State Deputy

Danny Garcia

Alabama State District 20 Officers

District Deputy

Joe Duffy

District Warden

Greg Stefanovic

St. John The Baptist Council #10232

Grand Knight

Craig Priebe

Deputy Grand Knight

James (Jim) Lake

Chaplain

Rev. Bryan Lowe

Chancellor

John Mee

Financial Secretary

Lawrence Burke

Recorder Stephen Moeller
Treasurer Joseph (Joe) McCarty
Advocate Tom Quartarone
Warden Chris Pate
Lecturer Matt Kokkeler
Inside Guard Michael Plummer

Outside Guard

James Cook

One-Year Trustee

Jerome Villarreal

Two-Year Trustee

Anwarul (Andy) Haq

Three-Year Trustee

Carlos Fernandez

Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary

President Mary Duffy
Vice President Angela Bender
Secretary Jacky Walsh
Treasurer Jane Williams
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