
Pope’s Monthly Prayer Intention: For disarmament and peace
Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear 

disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of 
violence.
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Worthy Brothers, Ladies’ Auxiliary Members, Family, and Friends!
Time is flying by! We’re already 10 days into the Lenten season, a time 

of reflection, prayer, and repentance, making a serious assessment of our 
shortfalls and the actions we can take to improve, making the extra effort 
to help those in need, especially if it means sacrificing some time and 
effort to help, and finally, making an extra effort to forgive those who 
have caused us some form of harm and to seek forgiveness from those 
who we have harmed.  If you haven’t already done so, make the time 
during the remaining time in Lent to reflect, pray, repent, and forgive.

 Besides being a time of prayer, it’s also a time for giving!  Thanks to all the 35 Knights (too 
many to name here) who have volunteered anywhere between two and eight hours of their 
time at each of our first two Fish Fries thus far to prepare, cook, serve, replenish, collect 
payment, sell raffle tickets, recruit new candidates for membership, and finally, clean up and 
recover the kitchen and Parish hall! Your efforts have made both Fries a success as we raise 
funds for our scholarship program!  Four more Fish Fries to go this month! See the Upcoming 
Events pages in the Lancer to sign up and volunteer to help. At least come and enjoy a meal!
 At the Fish Fries, we’re also conducting a raffle to augment the funds raised for our 
scholarship program.  There are three great prizes: $400 in gift cards to five different 
restaurants in Clift Farms; two tickets to “1776 a Musical” on June 20th; and two tickets the 
Trash Panda’s baseball game on May 2nd.  Tickets are $10 apiece and are on sale at each of the 
Fish Fries. Please take advantage of this opportunity to win.  Buy a ticket or two!
 The other significant activity that we must prepare for this month is the annual Easter Egg 
Hunt for the youth of our Parish, ages Infant to 12 years old. The Hunt itself takes place on 
Easter Sunday, April 5th.  Between now and the end of this month, we will be collecting 
individually-wrapped candy and plastic eggs to stuff the candy in.  If you can, please donate a 
bag or two of candies or a couple of bags of plastic eggs before they’re sol out at stores. Drop 
them in the bin in the vestibule or the bin outside the Knights Room. 
 Please take note of the other highlights in this issue.  Applications for a College/Trade School 
scholarship are now open for graduating high school seniors to apply.  If you have a child or 
grandchild who will be graduating this academic year, encourage them to apply. The deadline to 
apply is May 1st.  We’re also selling tickets to a Trash Panda ballgame on August 22nd.
 Finally, congratulations to the Council’s Knight of the Month for February, Sir Knight Brian 
Mitchell, and to the Council’s Family of the Month for February, Brother Sammy & Patricia 
Williams!  Please congratulate them when you see them.
Vivat Jesus!
SK Craig Priebe
Grand Knight, Council 10232

GRAND KNIGHT’S MONTHLY MESSAGE
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Worthy Brother Knights,
Lent – 10 days in and 30 to go! As individuals, we are responsible for our 

own response to giving and taking opportunities on offer during Lent and even 
beyond.
GIVING

We hear about almsgiving and should consider what are the realities of this 
activity?

Almsgiving is the donation of time, talent and treasure for the good of others, that 
according to our catechism “is pleasing to God”. As individuals we decide what our personal 
response and actions will be.

As Knights of Columbus, we have even more opportunities than most other men for a 
positive Lenten response. Our “giving” is not just a Lenten exercise but is a continuation of our 
contribution of time and talent to the success of year-round events dedicated to the assistance 
of others.

Our Lenten Fish Fry events and many others throughout District 20 allow Knights to 
participate in work for the good of others. Our varied events allow us to contribute individually 
to their success that enables practical help for others but most importantly, Lent is also our 
personal opportunity to take as well as give.

TAKING
Take time to consider what you can gain from Lent
Take advantage of spiritual opportunities
Take time to decide what to take up rather than give up
Take notice of what you can do for others, practically and socially
I wish all of my 577 brother Knights in District 20,a holy and rewarding journey through Lent.

Vivat Jesus!

SK Joe Duffy
Alabama State Council 
District 20 Deputy

DISTRICT 20 DEPUTY NEWS
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DEVOTION OF THE MONTH

The Church traditionally dedicates the month of March to 
the special veneration of St. Joseph, whose feast day is 

March 19th. "He was chosen by the eternal Father as the 
trustworthy guardian and protector of his greatest 

treasures, namely, his divine Son and Mary, Joseph’s wife,"  
says St. Bernardine of Siena. "He carried out this vocation 
with complete fidelity until at last God called him, saying 

'Good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your Lord.'" 
Due to St. Joseph's leadership of the Holy Family, he has 
been declared the protector and patron of the universal 

Catholic Church.

(Graphic and text copied from the Catholic Company’s 
“Morning Offering”)
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SUPREME CHAPLAIN’S CHALLENGE

- AUGUST 2025 -

So, Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go to die with him.” 
(Gospel for March 22, Jn 11:16)

Look at the bravery of Thomas! Jesus had just announced his intention to travel to Judea, 
where he had narrowly escaped getting stoned to death. Given the potential danger ahead, 
Thomas seems prepared for martyrdom. Later, of course, he and the other disciples would flee 
as Jesus was arrested, and Thomas would doubt reports of Jesus’ resurrection. As fallible 
humans, our strength and resolve sometimes collapse into weakness. May we always seek the 
courage to follow Jesus faithfully, even when the going gets tough.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:

This month, as we continue through Lent, I challenge you to pray the Stations of the Cross each 
week — in your parish community, with your family or individually — with the intention of 
receiving the courage to suffer for Christ. A good resource is the Catholic Information Service 
booklet The Way of the Cross: Traditional and Modern Meditations (kofc.org/shopcis).

Questions for Reflection:

Are you a good disciple of Christ? How can being a Knight of Columbus help prepare you to 
take up your cross and follow him? Are you willing to suffer for your faith if called upon?

(copied from kofc.org/monthlychallenge)

Archbishop William
E. Lori, S.T.D.

5

Volume 5, Issue 9,  March 2026



COUNCIL RECOGNITION
- KNIGHT OF THE MONTH -

6

At our February meeting, Grand Knight Craig Priebe announced Brother Nick Selig as the 
January Knight of the Month.  As the Race Director for the 8th Annual Tootsie Roll 5K, Nick 
coordinated the combined Intellectual Disabilities (ID) fundraising effort between our Council 
and Mercy Council 17519, presenting the Madison City School District with a check for $15,130 
for their Special Education Program at the School Board Meeting on 29 Jan 26, the highest to 
date! Congratulations, Brother Nick Selig! Well done!

GK Priebe also announced SK John and Tanna Mee as Family of the Month for January.  John is 
our Community Faith in Action Program Director, managing one of our busiest Programs, 
including the Scholarship, Intellectual Disability, sports championship events, and others.  He 
and Tanna are active in the local St. Vincent de Paul council, where John is the council 
president.  Congratulations, John and Tanna!

Brother Nick Selig accepting his 
Knight of the Month certificate from 

Grand Knight Priebe

Brother John Mee accepting his family’s 
Family of the Month certificate from     

Grand Knight Priebe
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COUNCIL NEWS
- EXEMPLIFICATION IN THE THIRD DEGREE -

7

On February 1st, the Council brought four new knights into Brotherhood in one of our larger 
Exemplifications in recent memory.  Welcome to 10232, Robert Duffy, Chioke "CJ" Epetey, 
Russel Janairo and Quinnlan Culbertson!

Front:  SK James Cook, Robert Duffy, Chioke "CJ" Epetey, Russel Janairo and 
Quinnlan Culbertson

Second Row:  SKs Fernandez, Priebe, Garcia, Brecher, Duffy, and Pate

District Deputy SK Joe Duffy exhorts the 
new Knights in their responsibilities

District Deputy SK Joe Duffy pins new
Knight
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$40 Annual Dues (Exempt are: Honorary, Honorary Life, Active Duty 
Military, Active First Responder, and those Brothers who joined within 

the last year.) Contact the Worthy Financial Secretary, SK Larry Burke, if 
you have any questions.

* $30 Voluntary Refreshment fund - provides for food and drink before 
meetings

* $10 Voluntary Charity fund - Charity committee will select a charity to 
support in the upcoming year

You can pay your dues in one of three different ways!

Online through the Council Website on the
‘Members Only’ page. (You’ll need to enter your member number located on your 

membership card and your birthday in the MM/DD/YYYY format to access the 
Members Only page):

or
Pay by check (payable to: Knights of Columbus Council 10232) or cash to the 

Financial Secretary at any Council meeting
or

Mail a check (payable to: Knights of Columbus Council 10232) only—No cash--to:
St. John the Baptist KofC Council #10232

Attn: Financial Secretary
1055 Hughes Road
Madison AL 35758

We still have some members who owe Dues for 2025 and a some who still owe 
for 2024!

COUNCIL NEWS
DUES FOR 2026 ARE NOW DUE!
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COUNCIL NEWS
- THIS MONTH -
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COUNCIL NEWS
- BUY YOUR TICKETS AT THE FISH FRY -

10

Knights of Columbus Council 10232
Fish Fry Raffle - $10/ticket

(Drawing Friday, March 27th, 6:15 PM)

$100 Lunch or Dinner $100 Lunch or Dinner

$100 Dinner Only $50 Breakfast or Lunch

$50 Lunch or Dinner

Grand Prize
Clift Farm Dining Experience

$400 in Gift Cards 

2nd Prize
2 Theater Seats

1776 The Musical
Saturday, June 20, 2026, 2:00 PM

Mark C. Smith Concert Hall

3rd Prize
2 Seats Behind Home Plate Trash 

Pandas vs. Smokies
Saturday, May 2, 2026, 6:35 PM
(Heartland Concert before the 
Game, Fireworks afterwards)
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COUNCIL NEWS
- CANDY & PLASTIC EGGS NEEDED! -
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Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 5th, 1:00 PM

SJB Soccer Field

For Youth up to age 12

Sponsored by

St. John the Baptist

Knights of Columbus Council 10232

Candy & Plastic Egg Donations Now Being Accepted

March 7-29

(Individually-wrapped Candy Only)

Donation Collection Bin In The Vestibule
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COUNCIL NEWS
- SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS -

12

If you have a child or grandchild graduating from 
high school this year, encourage them to apply!
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COUNCIL NEWS
- ASK-LA OF KC SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY FOR WOMEN -
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SPRING IS NEAR – CALLING ALL GOLFERS!

14

For all Council Brothers interested in putting together a team to 

play in some upcoming Golf Tournaments, please contact Sir 

Knight Ed Arominski at Email: arominskie@bellsouth.net or text 

him at (678) 894-5096

Upcoming Charity Golf Tournaments

Holy Spirit Golf Classic – Monday, April 13, 2026

JP II Falcon Classic – Monday, May 11, 2026

Most Merciful Jesus Tourney – June 2026 (Date TBD)
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COUNCIL NEWS
- TRASH PANDAS’ BASEBALL GAME -

15

Council 10232 Knights Night Out 

at Toyota Field

Saturday, August 22nd, 6:30 PM

Trash Pandas vs. Biloxi Shuckers

vs.

SAIC Suite 11 (1st Base Side)
(Includes food & soft drinks; Adult beverages sold 

separately)

Assembly 2420 Color Guard

Knights to unfurl US Flag in Center Field

Fireworks after the game

Cost: $55 (payable by cash, check to K of C 

Council 10232, or by CC/Debit on Square)

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS – Faith

February 19 – Monthly Rosary Recitation
This month’s Rosary recitation took place on Thursday, 
February 19th, during the Council’s monthly Fraternal 
COR Meeting. 32 Sir Knights and Brother Knights took 
part in the recitation of the Sorrowful Mysteries of the 
Rosary, led by our Worthy Faith Director. SK Matt 
Kokkeler.

February 6 & 7– First Friday Holy Hour/First Saturday 
Mass & Holy Hour
17 Brother Knights and 12 other members of the St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church participated in First 
Friday Adoration and Holy Hour.

February 19 – Into the Breach Video & Discussion
Faith Formation & Evangelization Director Carlos 
Fernandez led 32 Brother Knights in viewing “Healing in 
the Family” video in  “Mission of the Family” video during 
the Fraternal Cor meeting on February 19th.  There was 
widespread discussion on the value of forgiveness.

FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS – Life

February 14 – Monthly Prayer Rally for Life
Five Brother Knights participated in the monthly prayer rally for life out in front of the old 
Huntsville Women’s abortion clinic on Saturday, February 14th to bear witness to the culture of 
life and the dignity of human life from conception to natural death. Brothers Knights who 
participated included Council Life Director SK Louis Byrne, SK Joe McCarty, SK Michael Graham, 
and Brothers Nick Selig and Joe Velasquez.  The group recited the Rosary, shared some 
prayerful thoughts and observations, sang “Amazing Grace,” recited the Divine Mercy chaplet. 
The group closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  The next Prayer Rally takes place Saturday, March 
14th. Carpooling will be available in the lower parking lot of St. John’s at 9:10 AM, following the 
8:30 AM morning Mass, for any Knight interested in participating.
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS – Family

Volume 5, Issue 9,  March 2026

February 28 - Cenacolo The Council made its quarterly delivery to Comunità Cenacolo, near 
Blountsville.  SK Brian Mitchell, SK Craig Priebe and Brother Knights Eli Mitchell, Tom 
O'Donnell, and Glen Sietsema, along with Kathleen Mitchell loaded over 500 pounds of food 
and hygiene supplies.  Brian and Kathleen made the 130-mile round trip to deliver the goods 
collected and visit the Community.

Council 10232 recognizes Sir Knight Brian Mitchell as 
the Knight of the Month for February 2026. As the 
Council’s Family Program Director, Brian has guided 
our support to Comunita Cenacolo, delivering over 
2200 pounds of non-perishable food and toiletry/ 
hygiene products so far this year.  He has also led our 
“Consecration to the Holy Family” and “Family Fully 
Alive” activities.  Congratulations, SK Brian Mitchell! 

Sir Knight Brian Mitchell

KNIGHTs OF THE MONTH

February

Bro. Sammy & Patricia Williams

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

February

Council 10232 recognizes Brother Sammy & Patricia 
Williams as the Family of the Month for February 
2026.  Both have jumped in to provide tremendous 
support of our Lenten Fish Fries, helping to set up and 
during the conduct of the Fish Fries. Congratulations, 
Sammy & Patricia!  Thank you amd well done!
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS – Community

8 February - Free Throw Competition - Council 10232 conducted their annual Council-level 
Free-Throw Championship and host the District-level competition for boys and girls, ages 9 to 
14, in St. John’s School gymnasium. The winners were: Ethan McCandless, Bennett Burgreen, 
and Savannah Mai. Knights supporting the event were: SKs John Mee, James Cook, Carlos 
Fernandez, Danny Garcia, District Deputy SK Joe Duffy,  SK Jerry Brecher, SK Chris Pate,  Brother 
Greg Williams    

Eathan McCandless Savannah Mai

Winners with Supporting Knights
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS – Community

February - Fish Fry Preparation and Activity - Prepping the trailer for Fish Fries is an annual, 
labor-intensive event.  This year it involved more than just cleaning and adjusting but adding 
piping to supply gas to four new friers, which will improve the supply and taste of cooked food.

SK Gomez shows his expertise in power-
washing

SK Villareal and Tim Albers assemble gas 
pipe for fryers

Tim Albers and SK Nick Kempf clean the 
fryers

SK Jerry Brecher uses the blower to clean 
debris
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS – Community

Fish Fries #1 and #2 - On February 20 and 27, Council 10232 kicked off its Scholarship Program 
fundraisers conducting the Lenten Fish Fries prior to the Parish’s Stations of the Cross on each 
of the last two Fridays in the month. An average of 35 Knights and 6 Youth volunteers turned 
out to volunteer their time to assist at each Fish Fry, accomplishing various tasks including: hall 
& serving line set-up; food preparation; serving; and hall/kitchen cleanup and recovery. 
Approximately 200 patrons came out each Friday to enjoy a delicious selection of fried and/or 
baked fish filets, French fries, hush puppies, green beans, mac & cheese, grilled cheese 
sandwiches, Cole slaw, clam chowder, soft beverages, and a selection of desserts that were 
generously provided by the Ladies’ Auxiliary. To augment the weekly Fish Fry fundraisers 
during Lent, the Council also sold raffle tickets for three prizes (see page 10). Ticket sales will 
continue online and at the two remaining Fish Fries, and the winning tickets will be drawn 
during the last Fish Fry on March 27th.
.
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS – Community

Fish Fries #1 and #2
.

Prospective Knight signs up
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS – Community

February 21 - Blood Drive The Council held our bi-monthly SK John Horch Memorial Blood 
Drive in the Parish basement hall in collaboration with the Red Cross. The Red Cross team 
collected 48 units of blood during the 5-hr drive, exceeding the goal of 40, marking the second 
time beating the goal in this Fraternal Year. 6 Knights donated blood. 9 Knights supported set-
up, registration and hall recovery.

James Cook, SK Chris Pate, SK Larry 
Burke man the admin table

Michael  White gives it up
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Save the dates for the following Color Corps Activities:
Upcoming 4th Degree Exemplifications
March 2026 - Enterprise, AL. .
May 2026 - Foley, AL.  Official announcement and 
details pending.
June 2026 - Madison, AL.  Official announcement and 
details pending
Honor Guard Calls
March 12 - Confirmation Mass 6:00 PM.  SJB 

Catholic Parish

April 2 - Holy Thursday Mass at SJB Catholic 

Parish.  Time TBD

Become an Honor Guard for special Masses and events.

Become a Color Guard for Civic and Public Events

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 4TH DEGREE KNIGHT?
CONTACT  FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR DANNY GARCIA 

(dgarcia@stjohnbchurch.org) 

TO JOIN THE RANKS OF THE 4TH DEGREE COLOR CORPS PROGRAM CONTACT COLOR 
CORPS COMMANDER CARLOS FERNANDEZ (cafernandez679@gmail.com) OR FAITHFUL 

NAVIGATOR DANNY GARCIA (dgarcia@stjohnbchurch.org) 

Fr. Patrick J. Murphy Assembly 2420

4th Degree Exemplification, 14 Jun 25, 
Madison, Alabama

(Color Guard Team with New Sir Knights & 
Dignitaries)

Become an Honor Guard for Funeral Masses and Visitations

23
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Ladies’ Auxiliary Monthly Message

24

Almsgiving is one of the three pillars of Lent, along with prayer and Fasting. It involves 
the practice of donating money or goods to those in need. Supplying our dessert table at 
the Friday Fish Fry can be seen as indirectly giving alms to the many charities we
support. We are not only giving our baked goods but also our time as well. Some of us bake 
, some purchase cakes , some are present to cut cakes and man the table. We can point out 
to those who come to our table, what their donations helped support last
year.
   The first Fish Fry this year raised a record amount of $400. If we can keep up the 
momentum, we shall have a record year. I wish to thank all of you for your efforts in 
making this a success. We also launched our new venture with the Butter Braid sales. The 
sale of these has been coming in slowly. I wish to mention April who has done a 
phenomenal amount of work to make this successful.

     Mary Duffy
     Ladies Auxiliary President
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Schedule of Upcoming Activities

25

Upcoming Events – March 2026

Mar 5 - Council Business Meeting

Mar 5 - Fish Fry Parish Hall Set-Up

Mar 6 - First Friday Adoration

Mar 6 - Lenten Fish Fry #3

Mar 7 - First Saturday Mass & Holy Hour

Mar 8 - Daylight Savings Time Begins

Mar 13 - Fish Fry Parish Hall Set-Up

Mar 13 - Lenten Fish Fry #4

Mar 14 - Monthly Prayer Rally for Life

Mar 17 - St. Patrick’s Day

Mar 19 - Fraternal COR Meeting

Mar 19 - Fish Fry Parish Hall Set-up

Mar 20 - Lenten Fish Fry #5

Mar 26 - Fish Fry Parish Hall Set-Up

Mar 27 - Lenten Fish Fry #6 (Final)

Mar 29 - Palm Sunday

Mar 29 - K of C Founder’s Day

Mar 31 - Easter Egg Hunt Preparation

Apr 2 - Holy Thursday

Apr 3 - Good Friday

Apr 4 - Holy Saturday

Apr 5 - Easter Sunday

Apr 5 - Easter Parking Support - 9 AM Mass

Apr 5 - Easter Parking Support - 11:30 Mass

Apr 5 - Easter Egg Hunt (1:15 pm)

LIFE     COMMUNITY     FAITH     FAMILY     COUNCIL/ASSEMBLY/PARISH
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Prayer Requests

• For Pope Leo XIV
• For Father Bryan as he continues his recovery from knee surgery
• For our sponsored Parish and Diocesan Seminarians, Collins Hess and Transitional Deacon 

John Paul Stepnowski as they continue their studies and priestly formation
• For Brother David Williams and family as David, Deaconate candidate for the Diocese of 

Birmingham, continues his formation
• For SK Brian Mitchell and his family and Brother Knights Mike Schovel and Kraig Tersigni, 

and their families as they discern The Lord’s Calling to the Permanent Deaconate 
• For SK Ron Belz
• For SK Charles Bundschu
• For SK Ronnie Rickabaugh
• For SK Mike Mitchell
• For SK Jerome Villarreal as he recovers from knee surgery
• For the son-in-law of SK Bill & Maura Edwards, awaiting a kidney transplant
• For all souls in Purgatory
• For an end to abortion in the USA
• For the protection of prayer warriors everywhere who pray for the respect for life
• For more vocations in our Diocese to the priesthood and religious orders
• For peace and an end to hostilities in Israel, Gaza, Iran and the Ukraine
• For peace and wisdom of our National, State, and Civic leaders
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. OFFICERS FOR FRATERNAL YEAR 2025-26
Alabama State Council

State Deputy Bill Mores

State Chaplain Rev. Vernon Hugley

State Secretary Pat Jackson

State Treasurer Brian Lagasse

State Advocate John Bares

State Warden Andre Patterson

Immediate Past State Deputy Danny Garcia

Alabama State District 20 Officers

District Deputy Joe Duffy

District Warden Greg Stefanovic

St. John The Baptist Council #10232

Grand Knight Craig Priebe

Deputy Grand Knight James (Jim) Lake

Chaplain Rev. Bryan Lowe

Chancellor John Mee

Financial Secretary Lawrence Burke

Recorder Stephen Moeller

Treasurer Joseph (Joe) McCarty

Advocate Tom Quartarone

Warden Chris Pate

Lecturer Matt Kokkeler

Inside Guard Michael Plummer

Outside Guard James Cook

One-Year Trustee Jerome Villarreal

Two-Year Trustee Anwarul (Andy) Haq

Three-Year Trustee Carlos Fernandez

Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary

President Mary Duffy

Vice President Angela Bender

Secretary Jacky Walsh

Treasurer Jane Williams
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