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GRAND KNIGHT’'S MONTHLY MESSAGE

Worthy Brothers, Ladies’ Auxiliary Members, Family, and Friends!

Wow! It’s already the month of December! Many are in the throws of
decorating the house for Christmas, shopping online or in stores for gifts,
planning for family gatherings, or finalizing travel plans to visit family.
This time of the year always seems to be hectic and sometimes chaotic.
We have so many items on our personal “to do” lists, and we sometimes
lose patience, get easily frustrated, or feel overwhelmed. We just can’t
wait until it’s all over and done.

As we begin a new liturgical year in the Catholic Church and the season of Advent, take
time to reflect on the true meaning of Advent—a time of patiently waiting, preparation, and
hope in anticipation of joyfully commemorating the birth of Our Lord, Jesus Christ on
Christmas Day. In those moments of losing patience and feeling frustrated or overwhelmed,
engage those feelings instead of “checking out” by asking Our Lord what He’s asking of you in
those moments.

Please take some time to update your volunteer hours for any volunteer activities that
you’ve supported during 2025 that are not Council-related. See the item in the Council News
section of this newsletter. Also, please take a few minutes to review the upcoming events for
December and January.

Please join me in congratulating our Knight of the Month for November, Brother John
Hahn, and our Family of the Month, SK Mike and Jacky Walsh, for their support of our Council,
Parish, and the local community.

Finally, | wish all of you and your families a very Merry and Blessed Christmas! If you’re
traveling to visit family, please know that | am praying for your safe, uneventful travel to your
intended destination and safe return home.

Vivat Jesus!
SK Craig Priebe
Grand Knight, Council 10232
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DISTRICT 20 DEPUTY NEWS

Worthy Brother Knights,

November has been a month when our District 20 councils have
genuinely made a difference! A great example of Faith in Action is the annual
Coats for Kids” initiative. Different approaches have shown how the Knights
can respond to specific local needs.

Huntsville Council 4080 (St Mary of the Visitation) participated in the
KofC Supreme Coats for Kids program by purchasing a $500 consignment of
new coats to be distributed alongside those of other Councils in Huntsville.

Council 17519 (Most Merciful Jesus) organized coat collections in their parish and have
identified 2 Limestone County Elementary Schools plus Sparkman Middle school that will
benefit from this successful collection.

Council 10232 (St John the Baptist) has once again benefitted from the generosity of its
parishioners with the number of donated items approaching the 1000 mark. In previous years,
these coats would be stored and distributed at the end of the month. This year however,
Catholic Center for Concern contacted the program organizer Danny Garcia with an urgent
request for coats. Their need has been ongoing and regular drops of your donations have been
delivered to address the urgent need of CCC.

The above illustrates that the Knights of Columbus combined with responsive parishioners
really do answer Jesus’ directive to help the needy and clothe the naked”.Each council has also
run successful “Keep Christ in Christmas” sales of religious items and in St John’s council, this
sale is used as part of Council 10232’s support for seminarians program.

We mustn’t forget that each of these councils also help provide the billboard “Keep Christ
in Christmas” messages displayed on Highway 72 & County Line Rd in Madison and on the
Parkway in Huntsville.

Every member of the District 20 Knights of Columbus can be justifiably proud of the results
of your councils’ contributions to ensuring that the reason for the season is suitably promoted.
It only remains to wish every Knight, their families and all our parishioners a wonderful,

holy and happy Christmas.

Blessed Michael McGivney — pray for us!

Vivat Jesus!
SK Joe Duffy

Alabama State Council District 20 Deputy
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DEVOTION OF THE MIONTH

N\
DECEMBER

Month of the Immaculate Conception

The month of December is dedicated to the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Chosen before time to be the Mother of God Incarnate,
Jesus Christ, God created Mary perfect and full of grace, preserving her from

the stain of Original Sin. Mary Immaculate is the most beautiful fruit of the

work of redemption accomplished by her Son, thereby making her the
perfect model of holiness for all Christians.

(Graphic and text copied from the Catholic Company’s “Morning Offering”)




Volume 5, Issue 6, December 2025

SUPREME CHAPLAIN’S CHALLENGE

- DECEMBER 2025 -

{
)

Archbishop William
E. Lori, S.T.D.

“Even now the axe lies at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that does not bear
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” (Gospel for Dec. 7, Mt 3:10)

In these reflections over the past year, we have meditated on the importance of our faith
bearing fruit in good works. In a way, this Gospel passage, quoting St. John the Baptist, might
seem out of place during Advent. But throughout this season, we reflect not only on Christ’s
coming in the incarnation, but also his second coming in judgment at the end of the world. Let
us pray and work to ensure we lead truly faithful and fruitful lives as disciples of Jesus.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, | challenge you to spend some time reflecting on the four last things — death,
judgment, heaven and hell — to better prepare yourself for eternity.

Questions for Reflection:
Do | live with my sights set on heaven? Am | aware of the reality of hell? Do | live my life so as
to be prepared for my death and judgment?

(copied from kofc.org/monthlychallenge)
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COUNCIL RECOGNITION

- KNIGHT OF THE MIONTH -

At our November Business Meeting, Grand Knight SK Craig Priebe presented SK James Cook, SK
Joey Cook, and SK Chris Pate with a certificate recognizing their selection as the Knights of the
Month for their motivated work at the Intellectual Disability Tootsie Roll fund-raising events.
Congratulations, Brothers James, Joey, and Chris!

Sir Knights James Cook, Joey Cook, and Chris Pate accepting their
Knights of the Month certificate from Grand Knight SK Priebe
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CounciL NEws

- CATHoOLIC CITIZENSHIP EssAY CONTEST WINNER -

Prior to the Council’s Fraternal COR Meeting on 20 Nov 25, Grand Knight SK Craig Priebe
presented Hannah Turbe, an 8th Grader from St. John’s, with a Winner Certificate and a $50
check from the Council for being the 8th Grade Council winner of this year’s Knights of
Columbus Catholic Citizenship Essay contest. For this year’s contest, participating youth were
asked to write a 500 to 750-word essay on the following topic: “Out of the 267 popes that have
led the Catholic church, Who are your three favorite popes and why?” Hannah wrote about:
Pope Leo the Great, a Doctor of the Church, for his courage in confronting Attila the Hun in
452; Pope Benedict XVI because of his dedication to his family that helped him treat everyone
as a family member; and, Pope Francis because of his humility, caring, mercy, devoutness, and
joyfulness, setting an amazing example for everyone. Hannah’s essay was also judged to be the
8th Grade winner in Alabama District 20 and was forwarded by District Deputy SK Joe Duffy to
the Alabama State Council for adjudication at the Alabama State Council level. Congratulation,
Hannah, and best of luck at the State-level contest!

GK Craig Priebe presents a certificate and check to Hannah Turbe, the winner of the 2025
Catholic Citizen Essay Contest at the November Cor Meeting
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CounciL NEws

- UPDATE YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS FOR 2025 -

Do you volunteer for other Parish Ministries (e.g., OCIA, Religious
Education, SVDP, Scouting, etc.) and/or for other organizations in the
Huntsville/Madison community (e.g., Rose of Sharon, VFW/American

Legion, Habitat for Humanity, Huntsville Botanical Garden, etc,) that are
NOT already captured as a Council Event or Activity?

If so, please take some time this month to log into “Members Only” and
update the total estimated number of your volunteer hours that you
donated during Calendar Year 2025.

Go to the Council website (https://www.Madison-kofc.org)

Scroll down and click on the blue “Members Only” button

Log in using your 7-digit member number (on your Membership
Card) and your birth date (MMDDYYYY) as the Pass Code

Scroll down to “RECORD YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS AND VISITS”
Click on the “POST YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS AND VISITS” button

Follow the guidance in the Pop-Up window, entering your hours in
the closest appropriate program activity

. Confirm your entries
. Submit your entries

NOTE: Only enter your hours for activities not already captured by the
Council for Council events/activities

Council 10232 must submit a report to Supreme in January, 2026, of the
total number of volunteer hours donated by all Council members during
Calendar Year 2025, and all of your volunteer hours can count!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND ALL THAT YOU DO!
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CounciL NEws

- THIS MONTH -

&, American
. GIVE SOMETHING X,
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St. John’s Catholic Church

Blood Drive

St. John’s Church Basement
1057 Hughes Road
Madison, AL 35758

Saturday, December 20th, 2025

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Scan this QR Code to make an appointment!
OR visit www.RedCrossBlood.org and use sponsor keyword “stjohnscatholic”

Everyone who donates at this drive will receive an exclusive long-sleeved
Red Cross T-shirt, while supplies last!

. Sponsored by
< St. John the Baptist
Knights of Columbus Council 10232

1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Blood Donor App
9
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CounciL NEws
- NEXT MONTH -

Championship

Boys and Girls, Ages 9-14
Location: St. John’s School Gymnasium
Date: _Sunday, January 25,2026 1. 1:30 PM
St. John the Baptist Council 10232

Sponsor:
Contact: KofC10232@gmail.com
e
/ Please note: Entrants may compete in only one local competition.
Faith in Action Community

10
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS — Faith

1 Nov 25 7 Nov 25 - First Saturday Holy Hour & First
Friday Adoration

On 1 Nov 25 and 7 Nov 25, 15 Brother Knights and
family members took part in St. John’s monthly First
Saturday Holy Hour and First Friday Adoration period.

20 Nov 25 — Monthly Rosary

40 Knights participated in Council 10232’s monthly
recitation of the Rosary at the beginning of our monthly
Fraternal COR Meeting on 20 Nov 25. Knights meditated
on the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary, led by SK Matt
Kokkeler, the Council’s Faith Program Director.

20 Nov 25 - Faith Formation: Camino de Santiago

SK Jim Lake presented a slide show depicting his recent
pilgrimage to France and Spain on the Camino de Santiago.
il 40 Knights observed and participated in the presentation.

30 Nov - Keep Christ in Christmas Tree

Sir Knights Danny Garcia and Joe Duffy decorated the reserved "Keep Christ in Christmas" tree
at Madison City’s Polar Express display in downtown Madison. This is an annual tradition,
with the Knights’ tree one of the 80 trees from local businesses and organizations.

11
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS — Family

Council 10232 recognizes Brother John Hahn as the
Knights of the Month for November, 2025. John KNIGHTs OF THE MONTH
provided the use of a storage trailer and a 4-wheel
ATV that greatly facilitated the set-up, conduct, and November
recovery of the Tootsie Roll 5K event in early

November. Brother Hahn has been very supportive Brother John Hahn
of Council events and has also facilitated Council

support of JP Il athletics. Congratulations, John!

Council 10232 recognizes Sir Knight Mike & Jacky
Walsh as the Family of the Month for November, 2025.
N b Mike led the Council’s Keep Christ in Christmas (KCIC)
QVEMBEE fundraising sale of Christmas cards, Advent wreathes,
) and yard signs during November for the benefit of St.
SK Mike & Jacky Walsh John’s clergy. Jacky is an active member of the Ladies

Auxiliary. Congratulations, Mike & Jacky!

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

22 Nov 25 - Cenacolo Food-4-Families

Eight Knights and Kathleen Mitchell loaded and delivered over 500 pounds of food and
toiletries, including 5 frozen turkeys for the residents of the Cenacolo Community for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. The food was donated by the Council. The Knights included: SKs
Nick Kempf, Brendan Mitchell, Craig Priebe, Jerome Villarreal, and Brother Knights Tom
O'Donnell, Glen Seitsema, Michael White, and Greg Williams.
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS — Life

8 November — Rally for Life Prayer Vigil

We had a wonderful Prayer Vigil on 8 November 2025 at the

" closed abortion clinic on Sparkman Drive, Huntsville, AL.

Six Brother Knights attended. We prayed the rosary, the

| Divine Chaplet, sang songs and repeated our commitment in
| support of life.

FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS — Community

Nov 25 - Tootsie Roll 5K Road Race and 1-Mile Fun Run for Intellectual Disabilities

19 Knights and 7 Ladies Auxiliary worked 2 hours shifts for the TR 5K packet pick-up on 31 Oct
at Fleet Feet.

21 Knights, 3 Ladies, and Youth Group members, worked set up for and helped conduct the TR
5K itself. Nick Selig thanked all who made this the mos1t successful event so far. We had 737
total registrations, 50% higher than last year. 428 people participated in the 5K the day of the
race, and 213 participated in the Fun Run which is double from last year. While the final
fundraising amount is still being tallied, the proceeds will benefit Madison City School District’s
Special Education Program. Brother John Hahn’s truck, trailer and 4-wheel ATV plus his son and
daughter, made a big difference in transporting items before, during and after the event. Our
new DJ was also a very good addition.

13
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FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAMS — Community

18 November 2025 — Helping Hands: Elderly Parishioner Assistance

An elderly female parishioner of St. John’s needed help with moving some personal items. She
requested assistance from St. John’s. Five Knights responded to the short-notice request, and
all were needed to get the task done. Knights who supported this activity included: SKs Jerry
Brecher, Bob Easton, Danny Garcia, Craig Priebe, and Brother Knight Tim Albers. The
parishioner was extremely grateful.

30 Nov 25 — Winter Clothing Item Drive

This year’s collection has been a new record for the Council. We collected 1165 articles of
winter clothing in our 2025 drive. Our distributions were primarily made to Huntsville’s
Catholic Center of Concern for needy families just in time for a winter cold snap. Thanks to
everyone who dropped off donations or helped make the drive a success and this winter for
some deserving folks in our community, and special thanks to SK Danny Garcia for
spearheading this year’s drive, and for counting and delivering the items.

14
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Fr. Patrick J. Murphy Assembly 2420

o
w

\ I Knights of Columbu
mE{FOURTH
DEGREE

Patriatic degree of the Order

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A 4™ DEGREE KNIGHT?
CONTACT FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR DANNY GARCIA
(dgarcia@stjohnbchurch.org)

Save the dates for the following Color Corps Activities:

Upcoming 4th Degree Exemplifications
None at this time

Honor Guard Calls

20 Dec 25 — Diaconate Ordination of John Gardiner, Holy
Spirit Church, Huntsville, 11:00 AM

4th Degree Exempllflcatlon 14 Jun 25,
Madison, Alabama
(Color Guard Team with New Sir Knights &
Dignitaries)

TO JOIN THE RANKS OF THE 4™ DEGREE COLOR CORPS PROGRAM CONTACT COLOR
CORPS COMMANDER CARLOS FERNANDEZ (cafernandez679@gmail.com) OR FAITHFUL
NAVIGATOR DANNY GARCIA (dgarcia@stjohnbchurch.org)

Become a Color Guard for Civic and Public Events

15
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Ladies’ Auxiliary Monthly Message

| hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving, and now we are in the run up to
Christmas. | find the little blue book, “Daily Reflections for Advent and Christmas”, provided
by the Church, a great aid to preparing for the celebration of our Saviour's birth.

During this last month, ladies of the Auxiliary helped with the 5K race for learning
disabilities. Thank you all for volunteering. We sent woolen hats and winter socks to the
men in the Cenacolo program. This was our Christmas present to them.

The 4th Degree Assembly hosted a"Salute to Veterans" and many ladies of the auxiliary
were in attendance. A special thanks to Nancy Everdyke and April Brockson for their hard
work all evening attending to the tables.

| hope to see you all at our joint annual Christmas party where we come together with
the Knights to enjoy good food and fellowship.

Joe & | would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Mary Dy

Ladies Auxiliary President

16
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Upcoming Events — December 2025

Dec 2: VA Veterans Health Clinic Coffee Service (8:00-10:00 AM)
Brother Knights sign up here: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
4th Degree Knights sign up here: Assembly Event
Dec 4: Council #10232 Business Mtg, Knights Rm (6:30 Soc Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
Sign up here to attend: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Dec 5: First Friday Adoration Period (9:00 AM-9:00 PM)
Sign up here to participate: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Dec 6: First Saturday Mass (8:30 AM) and Holy Hour (9:10-10:10 AM)
Sign up here to attend: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Dec 6: Council 10232 & Assembly 2420 Advent/Christmas Party (6:45 PM-9:00 PM)
Volunteer Hour Sign-Up: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Dec 8: Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation)
Dec 11: Assembly 2420 4th Degree Business Mtg, SIB Knights Room (6:45 Social Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
4th Degree Knights sign up here: Assembly Event
Dec 13: Monthly Prayer Rally For Life (9:30-10:30 AM)
Sign up here to participate: St. John the Baptist Council #10232
Dec 14: Assembly #2420 Christmas Bunco Night, SJIB Basement (following the 5:30 PM Mass)
Dec 18: Council #10232 Fraternal COR Mtg, Knights Rm (6:30 Soc Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
Sign up here to attend: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
Dec 20: SK John Horch Memorial Bi-Monthly Blood Drive (9:00 AM-2:00 PM)
Sign up here to volunteer: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up
SUG Sign-Up: Council 10232: SK John Horch Blood Drive 20th DEC 2025
Dec 20: Comunita Cenacolo Christmas Mass & Dinner Party (4:00 PM-9:00 PM)
Dec 25: Christmas Day (Holy Day of Obligation)

LIFE COMMUNITY FAITH FAMILY COUNCIL/ASSEMBLY/PARISH
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Upcoming Events — January 2026

Jan 1: Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Holy Day of Obligation)

Jan 1: New Year’s Day (CFP Quarter-Final Games)

Jan 2: First Friday Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (9:00 AM-9:00 PM)
Volunteer Hr. Sign-Up: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 3: First Saturday Mass and Holy Hour (8:30-10:15 AM)
Volunteer Hr. Sign-Up: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 6: School Back in Session from Christmas Break

Jan 6: VA Veterans Health Clinic Coffee Service (8:00-10:00 AM)
Volunteer Hr Sign Up: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 8: Assembly 2420 4th Degree Business Mtg, SIB Knights Room (6:45 Social Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
4th Degree members sign up here: Assembly Event

Jan 8 & 9: CFP Semi-Final Games

Jan 10: Alabama State Council Mid-Year Meeting (St. Joseph Parish, Prattville, AL)

Jan 10: Shelton Roaf Cleanup, 7500 Madison Blvd (8:00 AM)

Jan 11: Assembly #2420 Bunco Night (following the 5:30 PM Mass)

Jan 15: Council #10232 Business Mtg, Knights Room (6:30 Soc Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
Sign up here: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 17 (Tent): Diocese of Birmingham Mass for Life & Prayer Rally
Sign up will be in the January Lancer:

Jan 17-18 (Tent): Membership Drive (following each weekend Mass)
Council & SUG Sign Up will be in the January Lancer

Jan 19: MLK Day (Federal Holiday/School Holiday)

Jan 19: CFP National Championship

Jan 22: Council #10232 Fraternal COR Mtg, Knights Room (6:30 Soc Hr; 7:30 Mtg)
Sign up here: K of C Council # 10232 Event Sign Up

Jan 25: Council & District Free-Throw Championship, SJB School Gymnasium (1:30-4:00 PM)
Volunteer Hr Sign Up will be in the January Lancer

Jan 29: Special Olympics Adult Bowling Event, AMF Pin Palace (9:00 AM-12:30 PM)
Sign up here: St. John the Baptist Council #10232

LIFE COMMUNITY FAITH FAMILY COUNCIL/ASSEMBLY/PARISH
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Prayer Requests

For Pope Leo XIV

For our sponsored Parish and Diocesan Seminarians, Collins Hess and Transitional Deacon
John Paul Stepnowski as they continue their studies and priestly formation

For Brother David Williams and family as David, Diaconate candidate for the Diocese of
Birmingham, continues his formation

For SK Ron Belz

For SK Charles Bundschu

For SK Ronnie Rickabaugh

For all souls in Purgatory

For an end to abortion in the USA

For the protection of prayer warriors everywhere who pray for the respect for life

For more vocations in our Diocese to the priesthood and religious orders

For peace and an end to hostilities in Israel, Gaza, and the Ukraine

For peace and wisdom of our National, State, and Civic leaders.
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OFFICERS FOR FRATERNAL YEAR 2025-26

Alabama State Council

State Deputy

Bill Mores

State Chaplain

Rev. Vernon Hugley

State Secretary Pat Jackson
State Treasurer Brian Lagasse
State Advocate John Bares
State Warden Andre Patterson

Immediate Past State Deputy

Danny Garcia

Alabama State District 20 Officers

District Deputy

Joe Duffy

District Warden

Greg Stefanovic

St. John The Baptist Council #10232

Grand Knight

Craig Priebe

Deputy Grand Knight

James (Jim) Lake

Chaplain

Rev. Bryan Lowe

Chancellor

John Mee

Financial Secretary

Lawrence Burke

Recorder Stephen Moeller
Treasurer Joseph (Joe) McCarty
Advocate Tom Quartarone
Warden Chris Pate
Lecturer Matt Kokkeler

Inside Guard

Michael Plummer

Outside Guard

James Cook

One-Year Trustee

Jerome Villarreal

Two-Year Trustee

Anwarul (Andy) Haq

Three-Year Trustee

Carlos Fernandez

Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary

President

Mary Duffy

Vice President

Angela Bender

Secretary

Jacky Walsh

Treasurer

Jane Williams
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