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Dear Brothers, 

 

As the summer begins to wind down, I call down God’s blessings upon all of 

you, and your families.  The usual revving-up of activities, which begins at 

this time of year, is fraught with uncertainty this time around, as we all know.  

Still facing many restrictions on operations, we remain hesitant about in-

person meetings of organizations in our parishes; there are lots of questions 

around school re-openings and how we can interact with our students and 

prepare them for the celebration of the sacraments; we still cannot enter our retirement homes and long-

term care centres to minister in person to our elderly and isolated members; we do not yet know whether 

we can go ahead with even modified versions of our usual huge mid-autumn and late-autumn fundraisers.  

While some aspects of the events of 2020 have brought parish communities closer together than ever, 

there remains a distressing sense of separation and isolation-----and weariness. 

 

In these times, it is necessary to continue to keep up our spirits, to draw close to our God in fervent prayer, 

to keep in touch with one another, to never lose hope.  God is leading us through these times, just as he 

has always led his people.  He challenges us to examine our hearts, re-order our priorities, and never lose 

faith and trust in him.  I encourage you to daily put yourselves in his hands, and those of Mary our Mother 

as well.  As we face the “new normal” in days to come, we Knights remain strong, united, and serving. 

 

And we remain constantly adding to our numbers, I might add.  I was very pleased to be part of our 

Council’s first-ever self-conducted Exemplification of the initiation degrees of our Order, on Thursday, 

August 20th.  It was a great success, and actually very touching, employing the new, simplified ritual for 

Exemplification.  Kudos to the Team!  I was surprised and deeply moved when it was announced, at the 

end of the ceremony, that the evening’s events were being dedicated in my honour, to recognize the 40th 

anniversary this year of my ordination to the priesthood.  I am so proud to be a member of the Knights, to 

be your Pastor and Chaplain.  I look forward to journeying with you into our hope-filled future.  And I 

add my special congratulations to Brother Jim Hession on being named Knight of the Year; and to Brother 

Patrick Petrowski, his wife Sharon, and their sons, on being named Family of the Year.  We are so blessed 

by having these good and dedicated folks in our parish. 

 

I want at this time to express my undying gratitude and admiration for the ways in which our Council 

members continue to step up for the good of the parish.  This has included everything from sprucing up 
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the large cross in the church’s front garden, to repainting the walls of the rectory office and supervising 

new flooring for the office area; from participating in the preparation for installing the wonderful new 

digital electronic sign facing Plains Road, to overseeing the refinishing of our sanctuary floor, complete 

with brand-new railings on either side to make access to the altar level easier for all who minister.  And 

all of this is in addition to numerous ways in which you have assisted the re-opening process of these last 

weeks, and kept our congregation informed through continuous updating of our parish website.  We have 

a Council which is thoroughly dedicated to the continued flourishing and growth of our parish.  You are 

absolutely integral to this community.  And I will never be able to be sufficiently appreciative.  God bless 

and reward you for your faithfulness and generosity of spirit!  While no one wants to be singled out in 

what is always a team effort, I really must note particularly the hard work of Financial Secretary PGK 

Ken Fleming.  As a member of the Pastoral Advisory Council, Ken has taken the lead with a number of 

the above-named projects, and I am really grateful for that.  It should also be noted that funding for many 

of these projects, and new ones ahead, is available to us courtesy of the generosity of our people in 

participating in the Diocesan Capital Campaign a year ago.  And many Knights were instrumental in its 

success, as well.  I have lots to be grateful for! 

 

Speaking of being appreciative, I know that both you and I are forever grateful for the many years of 

dedication of our parish’s Administrative Assistant, Secretary/Bookkeeper, Christine Gibbons.  As of 

Labour Day, after 22 years of working for Holy Rosary Parish, Chris is heading off to a well-deserved 

retirement.  In addition to everything else she has done, Chris has assisted the Knights in every way she 

could, right from our foundations in the days of the former Men’s Club.  We wish, to her and Denis, many 

blessed and relaxing years of good health.  Chris will never be far from us, and always available to pitch 

in where needed.  We welcome her successor, whom some of you have already met.  Her name is Divine 

Dimaranan.  She is presently undertaking on-the-job training, under Chris’s direction, and commences on 

her own as of September 8th.  Divine and her family live on Hamilton Mountain, where they are presently 

members of Saint Catherine of Siena Parish.  We look forward to years of working together.  Welcome, 

Divine! 

 

As I reflect on everything I have here written, I realize once again that the best antidote to worry and 

discouragement, COVID or otherwise, is a grateful heart.  With so much that we have to be thankful for, 

we need never lose sight of God’s tender care and providence.  Many things about our situation, and 

certainly the wider world, are very tough, even tragic.  We all know that.  But the heart that is rejoicing 

and grateful moves through all those adversities, and never abandons the work of co-operating with grace.  

May God keep us ever thankful, in exactly this way! 

 

Finally, I want to tell you that I have decided that, this Fraternal Year, I would like to spend a bit of my 

Chaplain’s Message time each month on the Sacraments, those lifelines of grace which keep us dwelling 

in God’s own heart, and strengthen our apostolic life in Christ.  After an introductory step or two next 

month, we will go through each of the seven Sacraments, spending one month (occasionally two) on each 

one, to more thoroughly understand how these great works of Christ build up the Church, and enable us 

to live his life and fulfill his mission on earth.  Stay tuned!! 

 

Blessings, Brothers! 

 

Father Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Happy September Brothers, 

 

What a summer it has been!  These past 6 months will undoubtedly go down in history as tumultuous 

times to say the least.  From Covid 19, racial injustices, and politics to name just a few, we are being 

inundated with troubling news almost constantly.  So where do we stand on these issues?  In the face 

of all adversity we stand rooted in our faith. 

 

One of the many ways the Knights have responded to Covid 19 is the Leave No Neighbour Behind 

initiative ensuring that we continue to ‘lead our families, protect our parishes and serve our 

communities.’ Knights continual support local charities and food banks helps make certain that 

families are fed.  As well, brothers able to, are encouraged to participate in blood drives. 

 

Earlier this summer, Supreme Knight Anderson lead a novena – nine days of prayer – following the 

death of George Floyd; “We ask all people to come together in solidarity to forge a path forward — 

free of discrimination and hate — for our nation,” said Supreme Knight Carl Anderson. “The Knights 

join Pope Francis in urging all to express their anger and cries for justice in non-violent ways to end 

the sin of racism.”  At our very core we stand for equality but must also recognize that one person’s 

path may be riddled with obstacles while another’s is smooth.  Educating ourselves, opening 

ourselves and others to better understandings, experiences and learning are key. 

 

As politics get more and more heated remember some key points when speaking to others; talk about 

the issues, not the candidates.  Be positive and polite online and in person as you always are and if 

in doubt, keep politics off the table.  Engage in fruitful positive conversation.  Spread His message 

and love. 

 

And if there’s one thing that we as Canadians can all agree about, it’s complaining about the weather 

😉.  Soon enough we will be buried in the white stuff, so get out while you can and enjoy these last 

weeks of summer. 

 

Yours in faith, 

 

Mark 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

 Willie Joki – September 17 Steve Marsh – September 17 

 

 Aaron D Cunha – September 19 Tom O’Brien, FN – September 20 

 

 William Beckley – September 26 Don Prescott, PGK – September 27 

https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/leave-no-neighbor-behind/index.html
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PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  

 

Brother Richard Cupido 

Brother Blaise Mac Isaac 

Brother Michael Nelligan 

Brother Henry Rudachyk 

Brother Kees Van Asselt 

 

Evangeline Nelligan, wife of Brother Michael 

Shannon Wilken, daughter of Bro. Michael Nelligan 

 

Prayer for Healing 

 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 

command, drive away from me all forms of sickness and 

disease.  Restore strength to my body and joy to my 

spirit, so that in my renewed health, I may bless and 

serve you, now and forever more.  

 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact Bro. Vic 

Lefebvre at 905-336-3056 or by e-mail at 

kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Congratulations to: 

 

Rev. Mr. Stephane and Louisa Zara 

September 3, 32 years 

 

Bro. Steve and Rosemary Marsh 

September 7 – 35 years 

 

Bro. Louis and Antoinette Pennachetti 

September 12 – 56 years 

 

Dr. Patrick and Sharon Petrowski 

September 12 – 28 years 

 

Bro. Joe and Theresa Milton 

September 16 – 53 years 

 

Bro. David and Marie Lord 

September 19 – 50 years 

 

Bro. Michael and Chris McNamara 

September 21 – 29 years 

 
 

Family Fraternal Benefits 

from a Brother Knight 

 

Call your Fraternal Adviser 

Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.I.C. 

1-905-820-8117 

 

E-Mail:  mario.rodriguez@kofc.org 

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Sept.  1 –  Business Meeting – 7 pm 

Sept.  8 –  Special Olympics Bottle Drive  

  4 to 6 pm 

Sept. 30 –  Halton Catholic Children’s Foundation 

 9th Annual Charity Golf Classic 

 Piper’s Heath Golf Club 

 

Oct.   6 –  Business Meeting – 7 pm 

Oct.   7 –  The Feast of our Patroness 

  Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary 

Oct. 13 –  Special Olympics Bottle Drive 

  4 to 6 pm 

Oct. 16 –  Halton Alive Gala in-a-box 

 Live virtual event, silent auction, raffle, 

 Prizes, entertainment and more 

 6 to 10 pm 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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Our Third Special Olympics Bottle Drive of 2020 Was Held On August 4th 
 

The bottle drive held on August 4th was one of the most successful we have ever had despite the safety 

precautions in place.  Everyone was either social distancing or wearing a mask as we held the 3rd bottle 

drive of this year.  Many of our friends from the Special Olympics were out to help sort the hundreds of 

bottles and cans that were either collected by Brother Aeneas and Brother David in Aeneas’s truck or 

dropped off at the church. 

Council News 

Special Olympics fund-raising status 2020 

Collections to date 

Collected over the winter (mostly by PGK Joe)  $    271.35 

Donations rec’d at BFT in February 235.75 

May collection 1,052.10 

July collection  808.90 

August collection 1,081.65 

September collection TBD 

October collection TBD 

Total collected to date $ 3,449.75 

Donated to Special Olympics YTD 

Flag Relay $    250.00 

Proceeds from BFT collections rounded up $    250.00 

Miscellaneous Expenses $      56.78 

Total disbursements $    556.78 

 

Balance to date- to be donated later $ 2,892.97 
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The New Holy Rosary Sign Was Finally Installed and Ready To Help Our 

Evangelization Efforts 
 

Funds are now starting to flow back into our parish from the very successful “One Heart One Soul” 

campaign which was kicked off around this time last year and which culminated in over $330,000 which 

the parish can use to help fulfill its goals and dreams.  Some of those goals and dreams included some 

infrastructure including replacing the worn-out sign on the church lawn. 

 

The sign was ordered back in March but delivery and installation were delayed by the Covid 19 

restrictions.  It was delivered this month and thanks to the efforts of members of our council the overall 

cost of the sign was minimized. Brothers Blair Breckenridge, Sam Cervoni and Ken Fleming did some of 

the prep work and the sign was successfully installed and set-up on August 18.  

  

Chris Gibbons and Mary Edmondstone were given the task of learning how to programme the 

new sign and to make it into a modern way to communicate with our community. 
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Congratulations 

Father Paul Edmondstone 
 

Brother Paul was ordained to the Priesthood of 

Jesus Christ at Cathedral of Christ the King on 

Saturday, August 15.  Unfortunately, due to Covid 

19 restrictions, it was a closed celebration. 

 

On Sunday, August 16, Father Paul celebrated his 

first Mass with family and friends, again restricted 

by Covid.  Brother Vic Lefebvre presented Brother 

Father Paul with a Certificate of Commendation 

from our Council, duly signed by our Chaplain 

Father Martin and Grand Knight Mark. 

 

Thursday August 20, Charity, Unity and Fraternity Exemplification 
 

We are pleased to welcome Brother Lino Fera to our growing council.  Lino 

was initiated into the Knights of Columbus in a new degree ceremony held in 

the church at 7 PM on Thursday August 20th.  The Degree Honouree was Father 

Martin Vallely.  Our Degree team was created thanks to the efforts of Grand 

Knight Mark Freeman. Membership Chairman Jim Hession and District Deputy 

Vic Lefebvre. 

 

The team was composed of Father Martin Vallely, Ken Fleming, GK Mark 

Freeman, Jim Hession, Vince Iantomasi, Vic Lefebvre and Steve Marsh.  The 

team received great reviews from the Knights that attended the ceremony and 

the evening was a great success.  In total, there were four brother Knights that 

received their full membership as a result of this event, three of whom were 

from St Gabriel’s council.  CONGRATULATIONS EVERYONE. 

 
  

Brother Lino Fera Mariuz Rolnicki, Lino Fera, Emmanuel Valbuena and Ruben Valbuena 
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THE DEGREE TEAM IN ACTION  

Opening Prayer Presider Lesson on Charity 

Lesson on Unity Demonstration of Unity Lesson on Fraternity 

The Degree was witnessed by 19 Brothers and Marie Lord, wife of Brother David. 

 

Dignitaries from St. Gabriel Council included Grand Knight John D’Addario, Financial Secretary Basil 

Gurusinghe, Past Grand Knight Stephen Clarke and Rohan Nazareth, Grand Knight of St. Paul the 

Apostle Council. 

 

Special thanks to Brother Mike Perron for the pictures and Brother David Lord for ushering and other 

duties 
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Renovation of the Altar Floor was Completed on August 26 
 

Another infrastructure project funded by the proceeds of the “One Heart One Soul” campaign was 

completed in August with the sanding and refinishing of the Altar floor and the installation of railings to 

make it easier to climb up to the sanctuary level.  Lennox Flooring was contracted to completely sand all 

of the surfaces of the Altar and re-stain it to compliment the other décor in the church.  Our council played 

a key role in the organization of this project led by PGK Ken Fleming. 
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Brothers Use Part of Their Weekend to Paint the Rectory Office in Late August 
 

Our latest project involved the rectory office and Brothers Ken Fleming, Jim Hession, David Lord and 

Sheldon McCormack did a great job of painting the office area in anticipation of the new flooring that will 

be installed in September. 
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Knight and Family of The Year Awards Presented on Sunday August 30 
 

Grand Knight Mark Freeman presented awards to two of our worthy Brothers on Sunday August 30th.  

Brother Jim Hession received the Knight of the Year Award and Brother Patrick Petrowski and his family 

received the Family of the Year Award. 

 

Knight of the Year – Jim Hession 
 

Jim has been a member of the Knights for five 

years; he became a Fourth Degree Knight in 

2018.  He serves as Membership Director of 

our council.  His very friendly personality 

makes that a perfect role for him.  Under his 

leadership our council is growing strongly 

and recruiting many wonderful new 

members. 

 

Jim is a master painter among his many 

talents and his handy work can be seen all 

around the church including the Parish Center 

and the large cross at the front of the church.  His latest contribution was the painting the church office 

along with Brothers David Lord and Sheldon McCormack.  Jim is a leader in our council and he sets a 

great example to others as he is virtually always participating in our many activities such as Special 

Olympics events, food drives, barbecues, etc.  Jim is a key player in the success of our Annual Turkey 

Roll as he recruits and organizes the many volunteers required to make it happen. 

 

Family of the Year – Patrick Petrowski and Family 
 

Patrick and Sharon Petrowski were married 

28 years ago this September and they have 

been registered members of Holy Rosary 

parish now for 20 years.  They along with 

their three sons Alexander, Colin and 

Emmanuel are active members of our 

parish community.  Sharon has served on 

the CWL executive and served as a 

Eucharistic Minister.  Patrick and Sharon 

served on the Baptism Prep Team for 

several years and their sons have been Altar 

Servers for many years.  Patrick also serves as a Lector on many occasions. 

 

Dr. Patrick became a member of our council in 2016 and received his Third Degree this year.  He is an 

outstanding Veterinarian and is very busy providing care to his patients at Tansley Woods Veterinary 

Hospital.  When time permits, Patrick participates actively in council activities and he has volunteered 

with Scouts Canada as a scouter at 7th Aldershot Scout Troup.  Patrick, Sharon and their sons are valued 

and important members of our council and parish community.  
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Turn the Gala into a social event.  We 

trust you’ll take the appropriate Covid-

19 precautions when gathering with 

others.  Invite friends and family over to 

experience the Gala together.  Each 

attendee can still participate as an 

individual through their own device. 

 

Your Gala-in-a-box is assembled with 

care & filled with fun items to create an 

at-home Gala experience. Join us for the 

live, virtual event featuring your 

favourite silent auction, candy raffle, 

prizes, entertainment & more.  Click on 

this link to Learn More. 

 

 

So far we have 6 golfers (Ken Fleming, Jim Hession, Willie Joki, Vic Lefebvre, Steve Marsh and Mike 

Perron) who have put their name up to take part in this fun day.  We need two more to make up two 

foursomes.  Call Vic Lefebvre at 905-330-3545 or e-mail at lefebvrevj@outlook.com to join. 

https://www.haltonalive.ca/gala
mailto:lefebvrevj@outlook.com
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Brothers Help Out at Holy Rosary 
Brothers Blair Breckenridge, Sam Cervoni helped 

with the installation of the new digital sign during 

August. Brother Ken Fleming helped with the 

restoration of the altar floor and Brothers Jim 

Hession. David Lord and Sheldon McCormack 

painted the rectory office in preparation for the start 

of the new office manager. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Olympics 
Bottle drive collections are running well ahead of 

any previous year with over $3,300 collected 

already.  The next bottle drive collection day is 

Tuesday, September 8. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cobs Bakery  
We are still collecting bread from Cob’s but we are 

unable to deliver then to the Good Shepherd food 

bank due to Covid – 19 regulations.  Brother Aeneas 

is now delivering the bread to other places including 

worthy causes in Oakville. 

Knights in Action August 2020 
 


