Pastoral Thought October 2020

This month as we look at the calendar, two dates stand out. The firstis 7 October
the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary and the second is 12 October which is Columbus
Day. The feast of the Holy Rosary was started on the first Sunday in October in 1571
by Pope Pius V to celebrate the anniversary of the defeat of the Turkish fleet at the
battle of Lepanto. This ended the threat of Muslim domination in the Mediterranean
area. Credit was given to the prayers and processions of the Rosary. At a later time
the feast was moved to 7 October. Today as we live with the pandemic and ongoing
riots and protests we need to foster greater devotion to the Rosary and Our Blessed
Mother. We have seen the power of the intercession of Mary, the Mother of God and
the Queen of Peace. Many of us have our private devotion to her. We have also seen
the power of the Rosary in the history of the world and in our own lives. So at this time
we come in prayer to Our Lady of the Rosary. October is recognized as the month of
the Holy Rosary.

On 14 October we celebrate Columbus Day. Christopher Columbus was an Italian
explorer, navigator and colonizer. Under the auspices of Spain, he completed four trips
across the Atlantic which led to the colonization of the “New World,” the Americas.
Father McGivney worked for the spiritual and physical welfare of people. Faced with
the problems and challenges immigrant families were burdened with, he founded the
Knights of Columbus for the spiritual benefits of members and their families and through
their insurance program would care for the needs of widows and orphans. In many
ways Fr. McGivney was like Christopher Columbus in exploring, navigating, and finding
new ways to care for the immigrant families of his parish. What began in his parish in
1882 has now become an international worldwide organization recognized for assisting
and supporting the Church, for its charitable works, and for its top-level insurance
covering the Knights of Columbus and their families. In this month of October, like
Christopher Columbus, we need to explore and find new ways to live and grow in living
our faith with the grace and strength that comes from praying the Rosary under our
devotion to Our Lady of the Rosary. Fr. Phil Llanos



