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Grand Knight’s Message                                     
WGK Jerry Wood 

 

My dear Brothers: 

This has been a very 

difficult few weeks for our 

entire Parish community. I 

suspect that all of us are 

still numb from the singularly shocking 

news we all received on September 

13th. I daresay that no one expected the 

death of our dynamic, church-building 

Pastor. Now, I hope all of us can reflect 

on some occasion, which includes Fr. 

Pete.                                                                        

I’ve experienced several truly spiritual 

events in my life, and one of them 

involved Fr. Pete.  I’m truly thankful that 

I had the opportunity to share that 

experience with him just a couple weeks 

before we lost him. He thanked me for 

sharing and reminded me that God is 

ever present in our lives.                                        

God also gives us the will and the 

wherewithal to continue with our own 

lives even after losing a person as 

influential as Fr. Pete. He was truly a 

holy man who loved all of us. He was 

my confessor and my counselor. His 

counsel was always positive and 

following it has made my life better. I 

shall miss him very much.                                            

On pp. 7-9 of this edition of Le Chevalier 

you will find pictures of Fr. Pete at 

various events at our church.  Most of 

them are in relation to Knights’ activities. 

Let us not forget that Fr. Pete was a 4th 

Degree Sir Knight, and he was very 

supportive of all our efforts.                               

As our weather improves, I hope that 

you will visit Mother Mary’s Prayer 

Garden, located just behind the 

Adoration Chapel.  Having that Prayer 

Garden was one of Fr. Pete’s goals, and 

I think he approved of what we have 

done; I wish only that he had been able 

to bless it for our community.                                                      

Brothers, I will admonish you finally with 

the notion that Fr. Pete would have 

wanted us to continue on our mission to 

serve our God, our Church, and our 

community.  As you pray for Fr. Pete, 

please bear that in mind.  God bless all 

of you! 

Vivat Jesus! 

Fraternally, 

Jerry Wood, WGK 

“If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates his brother, 

he is a l iar…”  1 John  4:20 
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October 2017 

                  

Michael Baker                                                                                                                                                   

Christopher Guise                                                                                                                                                             

Erik Larson                                                                                                                                                                    

Robert McKeon                                                                                                                                                           

Michael Miller                                                                                                                                                                  

Jeff Pinto                                                                                                                                                                   

Father Peter Rossa III                                                                                                                                                 

Luis Santaella                                                                                                                                                              

Robert Sullivan                                                                                                                                                            

Deacon Bob Torigian 

 

 

SK Larry Bleichroth 

Knight of the Month 

September 2017 

                                                   

                                   

Midi and SK Michael Dill 

Family of the Month 

September 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karla and Gene Arvizu                                              

Family of the Month 

October 2016 
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Saint of the Month 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga 

Lived: (1568-1591) | Feast Day: 

Sunday, June 21, 2015 

The Lord can make saints anywhere, even amid the 

brutality and license of Renaissance life. Florence 
was the “mother of piety” for Aloysius Gonzaga 
despite his exposure to a “society of fraud, dagger, 

poison and lust.” As a son of a princely family, he 
grew up in royal courts and army camps. His father 
wanted Aloysius to be a military hero. 

At age seven he experienced a profound spiritual 

quickening. His prayers included the Office of Mary, 

the psalms and other devotions. At age nine he came 
from his hometown of Castiglione to Florence to be 
educated; by age 11 he was teaching catechism to 
poor children, fasting three days a week and 

practicing great austerities. When he was 13 years 
old he traveled with his parents and the Empress of 
Austria to Spain and acted as a page in the court of 

Philip II. The more Aloysius saw of court l ife, the 
more disillusioned he became, seeking relief in 
learning about the lives of saints. 

A book about the experience of Jesuit missionaries in 
India suggested to him the idea of entering the 

Society of Jesus, and in Spain his decision became 
final. Now began a four-year contest with his father. 
Eminent churchmen and laypeople were pressed 
into service to persuade him to remain in his 

“normal” vocation. Finally he prevailed, was allowed 
to renounce his right to succession and was received 
into the Jesuit novitiate. 

Like other seminarians, Aloysius was faced with a 
new kind of penance—that of accepting different 

ideas about the exact nature of penance. He was 
obliged to eat more, to take recreation with the 
other students. He was forbidden to pray except at 

stated times. He spent four years in the study of 

philosophy and had 
St. Robert Bellarmine 

(September 17) as 
his spiritual adviser. 

In 1591, a plague 
struck Rome. The 
Jesuits opened a 

hospital of their 
own. The general 
himself and many 
other Jesuits 

rendered personal 
service. Because he 
nursed patients, 

washing them and 
making their beds, 
Aloysius caught the 

disease himself. A 
fever persisted after 

his recovery and he 
was so weak he 
could scarcely rise from bed. Yet, he maintained his 
great discipline of prayer, knowing that he would die 

within the octave of Corpus Christi, three months 
later, at the age of 23. 

Comment:  

As a saint who fasted, scourged himself, sought 

solitude and prayer and did not look on the faces of 

women, Aloysius seems an unlikely patron of youth 

in a society where asceticism is confined to tra ining 

camps of football teams and boxers, and sexual 

permissiveness has l ittle left to permit. Can an 

overweight and air-conditioned society deprive itself 

of anything? It will  when it discovers a reason, as 

Aloysius did. The motivation for letting God purify us 

is the experience of God loving us, in prayer.Quote:  

"When we stand praying, beloved brethren, we 

ought to be watchful and earnest with our whole 

heart, intent on our prayers. Let all  carnal and 

worldly thoughts pass away, nor let the soul at that 

time think on anything except the object of its 

prayer" (St. Cyprian, On the Lord's Prayer, 31). 

       

O faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  

1 Corinthians 13:1 S 

 St. Aloysius Gonzaga, 

oro pro nobis! 
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Forgive and Be Forgiven 

God’s mercy is infinite, but we can limit how much we 
receive. This lesson in the Gospel comes from an old 
insight of Israelite wisdom, which Jesus makes a 
centerpiece of his teaching.        
 Israelite wisdom literature had long encouraged 
acts of forgiveness and mercy. Consider Ps 37:8, which 
warns of the danger of rage:  “Refrain from anger; 
abandon wrath; do not be provoked; it brings only 
harm.” The responsorial psalm takes this insight even 
further, affirming that forgiveness makes us like God, 
who “will not always chide, nor does he keep his wrath 
forever” Ps 103:9). In our first reading, Sirach affirms 
the benefits of mercy: “Could anyone nourish anger 
against another and expect healing from the Lord?” 
Sirach even identifies such forgiveness with faithfulness 
to the covenant, probably thinking of Lev 19:18, “Take 
no revenge and cherish no grudge against your own 
people. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” This 
line from Leviticus inspired Jesus as well. It comes up 
often in his teachings, especially those recorded by 
Matthew, who inherited the same Israelite wisdom (Mt 
5:43, 19:19, 22:39).     
 Echoes of this lengthy tradition appear 
throughout Mathew’s Gospel, in his version of the 
Lord’s Prayer, for example, and in teachings like Mt 7:2: 
“For as you judge, so will you be judged, and the 
measure with which you measure will be measured out 
to you.” In the Gospel, Jesus reveals that our capacity to 
receive God’s mercy is proportionate to the generosity 
we show with our own.                                                                              
 A careful study of the parable yields lessons for 
discipleship. One is that forgiveness requires 
transformation. The king expected his mercy to change 
the future behavior of his servant. Specifically, the king 
expected his servant to do in the future as he himself 
had done.                                                         
 Second, forgiveness does not mean the 
restoration of some past state, even were that possible. 
The world is constantly changing. The king did not 
forgive his servant n an effort to get his money back. He 
simply accepted his loss and moved on (though one 
suspects that he did not continue to entrust this 
particular servant with any more of his money).                                          
 A third lesson comes from the size of the king’s 
write-off. In the Greek, the phrase ”huge amount” reads 
“10,000 talents,” roughly 60 million days’ wages. This 
was close to a third of the yearly expenditure on the 
Roman army. And yet the king felt he could be 

compassionate. He trusted that his other resources 
could help him rebuild his treasury. Just so, we must 
have similar confidence that divine grace will heal 
whatever damage we have suffered.    
 Such confidence will help us avoid the servant’s 
fate. Unlike the king, who trusted that he could recover 
from his loss, the servant feared his own poverty. This 
fear drove him to violence against another over a trivial 
amount. The difference between the servant and the 
king, then, is one of trust. God’s mercy is infinite. We 
who trust in God’s grace will discover no limits to our 
own mercy. The converse is true as well:  We who 
cultivate mercy will find an infinite store waiting for us 
when we meet God. 
 
Michael Simone, S>J., teaches at Boston College School 
of Theology and Ministry   This article appeared in the 
September 4, 2017, issue of America. 

‘Should you not have had pity on your 
fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’   
(Mt 18:33) 
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 Building the Domestic Church                                  
     strengthening our Parish. 

             
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Third Sunday of every month 
between September and May                     
$5.00              Family:  $15.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Starting again on Sept. 17th 
Kids with a paying adult eat for 

FREE! 

Becoming a Knight offers many opportunities 

to serve your Church and your Council. As 

you might note from these pictures, there 

are many activities that the St. Bernadette 

Council provides for its Parish.  Every event 

requires a little time and a little work; each 

event also provides a great deal of 

satisfaction as well as the camaraderie of 

Brother Knights.  We welcome all who wish 

to join us, and we invite those Knights who 

have never served to join us. Volunteers are 

always needed; serve one time, and you’ll 

want to serve again. 

                                                                 

                      

 

              

              

Grotto on the campus of Mount St. John, Bergamo, 

Beavercreek, Ohio 
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Pictures for you...Remembering  Fr. Pete 

  

 
. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Volume 3 Issue 4                                                                                                    Le Chevalier October2017 p.8  
 

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Figure 1: 42 Sir Knights from throughout the Diocese 
provided Honor Guards for Fr. Pete's funeral on 

September 22, 2017. 
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Figure 2: Four Sir Knights provided an Honor Guard for                                                                                               
the duration of Fr. Pete's Visitation on September 21, 

2017. 

 
 
Father Pete arrived at his final resting place, the 
National Cemetery, a fitting place for a 14-year 
Veteran of the U.S. Air Force. A 4th Degree Knight 
himself, Fr. Pete was borne to his final resting place 

by four 4th Degree Knights from the St. Bernadette 
Council, Our Lady of the Rosary Assembly. 
September 25, 2017. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Honor Guard at the National Cemetery. SK’s 
Larry Bleichroth, CC, John Young, Richard Welp, and 

Vincenzo Cefalu. 
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October2017
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Out of Many, One 

               
Matt Malone, S.J. 

 
“Loyalty to our nation,” President Trump told 
us, “demands loyalty to one another…. When 
we open our hearts to patriotism, there is no 
room for prejudice, no place for bigotry, and 
no tolerance for hate.” Commentators spent 
several days parsing those words, which 
formed the introduction to President Trump’s 
announcement of a new-ish U.S. policy in 
Afghanistan.  Some felt that his appeal to 
national unity was an indirect attempt to atone 
for his abysmal performance in the wake of 
the tragic events in Charlottesville.  Perhaps. 
Yet prescinding from their tactical success, or 
lack thereof, we should examine the plain 
meaning of the president’s words, for they 
reveal that Mr. Trump’s administration is not, 
as many imagine, an unsettling departure 
from the public consensus but rather an 
unsettling expression of it.  
 To see what I mean, consider this 
tidbit of intellectual history: “Sometime around 
1700,” the late Kenneth Minogue observed, “a 
lot of people, particularly the intelligentsia, 
abandoned the [traditional, Christian] belief 
that we live in a fallen world and adopted the 
idea that we live, not in a fallen world, but in 
an imperfect society.” This fundamental shift 
away from a self-conception rooted in the 
meta’-narrative of creation, fall and 
redemption, said Minogue, ushered in modern 
political thought and the political idealism that 
accompanies it. Political idealists believe that 
our imperfections are largely explained by our 
participation in one or more systems and that 
the work of perfecting society is mainly about 
creating a better system than the one we 
have. This gave rise in the 19th and 20th 
centuries to various programs for a more 
perfect society, those famous “-isms” of left 
and right, which, not coincidentally 
accompanied the most violent century in 
human history. In hindsight, it’s relatively easy 
to see how. 
` A fallen world requires a divine 
redeemer. An imperfect society just needs a 
better plan. In a fallen world, our redemption 
comes to us as merciful gift. In an imperfect 

society, our redemption lies in self-
improvement. You see the problem:  Either 
way, we need a messiah.  According to 
traditional Christian theology, in our fallen 
world the messiah is the son of the living God. 
In an imperfect society the messiah is civil 
society, or, as is now much more the case, 
the national-state. 
 This false messianism is not the 
exclusive domain of left or right.  In different 
ways it operates almost everywhere in 
contemporary political life. For the left, it 
appears most often in debates about 
economics; for the right, it is most evident in 
discussions about national security.  As much 
as our cable news debates seem to indicate 
otherwise, there is then a kind of public 
consensus at work, namely, that the nation-
state has a pseudo-messianic role to play, 
either in effecting a more perfect society or 
creating hegemonic world order.  
 The impoverished meta-narrative is 
precisely why our politics is increasingly 
moralistic and combative.  As I have 
previously observed in this space, in an 
imperfect society, one closed off to the 
transcendent; there are no goals beyond 
human flourishing. The political stakes grow 
higher and higher, as our politics becomes a 
battle for control of the means of our self-
perfection, a dangerous zero-sum game that 
is equal parts cynical realism and tragic 
fantasy.  This is an especially dangerous 
game for Christians, for the shift from fallen 
world to imperfect society, writes William T. 
Cavanaugh, serves to “marginalize the body 
of Christ in favour of an imagined community, 
a false public body,” not civil society, but a 
single space, “centered in the state.”   
 Which brings me back to the 
president’s remarks. However disturbing the 
rest of his speech might have been, Mr. 
Trump’s most unsettling words were, 
unfortunately, the ones intended to provide 
comfort. “When we open our hearts to 
patriotism, there is no room for prejudice….” 
These words should give us pause, for the 



Volume 3 Issue 4                                                                                                    Le Chevalier October2017 p.12  
 

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221 

role that the president assigns to patriotism 
here is, in the Christian tradition, assigned to 
the grace of God.                                             
   By accepting “the myth of the state 
[and its attendant symbols] as peacemaker, 
as that which takes up and reconciles the 
contradictions in civil society,” writes 
Cavanaugh, the church compromises its 
prophetic witness to the one redeemer, whose 
grace we require to perform the truly radical 
acts of mercy and justice he asks of us. At the 
same time, we risk complicity in the injustice 
and violence perpetrated in the name of the 
nation-state. Thus we risk our souls. Modest 
love of country is a virtue. But when the 
idolatry of nationalism displaces the virtue of 
patriotism, people—often quite a few people—
get killed.      
                                                                        
Matt Malone, S.J. is the Editor-in-chief of America, 
the Jesuit Review of Faith and Culture. This article 
appears on p. 3 of the September 4, 2017 edition.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Mr. Wes Casaus, PGK, PFN FDD                               

Field Agent  (623) 640-0436   
Wes.Casaus@kofc.org                                                           

My Field Agent Site                                                      
Member of KofC since 2005                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

  

 

. The first quarter of the new fraternal year is in the bag! 
If there was ever a clear message in our Order it is 
“Tempus Fugit, Memento Mori”!  

Time truly does fly, and as we progress into the next 3 
quarters of the fraternal year, we need to remember the 
mission, Venerable Father McGivney, charged our 

Order. Charity and Protection of the widows and children 
of departed brothers. 

As fast as the first quarter passed, the next three 
quarters will pass in what seems to be a blink of an eye. 

Our goal each year is to recruit our quota of new 
members, encourage our associate members to become 
insurance members, and to complete our charitable 

activities during the fraternal year culminating in the 
prestigious Star Council Award for those who meet all 
their goals. 

Don’t wait until the last quarter, start today and make a 

difference! A difference for that young family you see 
sitting in the pew next to you. Do his wife a favor and ask 
him to join the Knights of Columbus! Or better yet, have 

her tell him to join! Make a difference in that family’s 
lives! 

Also, look to our older members and encourage them to 
become insurance members. As a 4th Consecutive Year 

Ethisphere World's Most Ethical Companies Award 
Winner, an AM BEST A++ Superior Rated Company 
with over $100 Billion of Life Insurance in force and 

nearly 2 million members, we owe our wives the 
opportunity to have access to a trusted resource with all 
the products and services the Knights of Columbus 

provides to our insurance members! As associate 
members, why would we deny our wives the 
opportunities of those advantages? 

As the Field Agent, I visit eight assigned councils and 

attend different parish masses monthly, I listen to what’s 
important to our members and try to learn from each of 
you. I find it really inspiring to talk with each of you! Our 

common thread is charity and the importance of being a 
Catholic gentleman, of being there to help one another 
and to support our parishes and Catholic faith. 

Evidenced by the response of the Knights in the areas 
devastated by hurricanes, and by the numbers of knights 

Our Tootsie Roll Drive for People With Intellectual 

Disabilities will be held in front of the Safeway  

Supermarket Greenway & 64th Street and at the 

Albertson’s in Desert Ridge Shopping Center on N. 

Tatum Blvd. on October 13, 14. .  We need 

Volunteers!  All you have to do is give away 

Tootsie Rolls!  How hard can that be??  Join us!  

Come to the October Council Meeting on October 

11th, and volunteer a couple of hours toward that 

effort.  We will also be giving them away after 

each mass this weekend, Sept. 30 & Oct. 1..               

 

                     

mailto:Wes.Casaus@kofc.org
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and families mourning the loss of one of faith leaders, Fr. 
Peter Rossa, I learn something new every time I meet 
with a member. Thank you for the enriching experience. 
I feel truly blessed to be able to serve your council.  

God Bless, 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

                                   September 30 and October 1:  

                                                                        Tootsie Roll Drive after all Masses PWID 

      

        

                       October 15:  Pancake Breakfast.   

                                                                                             

       

                                                                              October 13, 14: Tootsie Roll Drive at             

                                                              Safeway and Albertson’s 

                                                                               

                                        

                                                              October 22:  Rosary Sunday 

 

 

 

 

          The 24-Hour Knight 

No man is too busy to be an active Knight of 

Columbus. In fact, by giving just 24 hours a year to 

Knights of Columbus activities, a man can make an 

enormous difference. With just 24 hours, a man 

can serve his parish, help those in need in his local 

community, grow in his faith, and protect his 

family through our exclusive, top-rated insurance 

program. 

   What does the average Knight do with 24 hours? 

He will  spend: 

♦ 8 HOURS with his council on charitable projects 

for his church or community 

♦  4 HOURS enjoying a Knights of Columbus family 

event 

♦   4 HOURS attending council meetings to help 

plan future activities  

♦   6 Hours (30 minutes each month) reading 

Columbia magazine and other K of C publications, 

including kofc.org and kofc12164.org 

♦   1 HOUR discussing his family’s insurance needs 

with a Knights of Columbus field agent 

♦   1 HOUR attending Mass with his council. 

   If that is what can be done with the hours of just 

one day, imagine what a Knight could do with all  

the hours in a week!  

    When you present the time commitment of 

joining the Knights of Columbus in this way, it 

doesn’t seem very intimidating at all. Once a man 

sees how it can be so simple, and yet so 

rewarding, he’ll  want to join!                                            
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 Good of the Order Prayer List—September 2017                                        
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families. 

 Wilma Danai, suffering from cancer 

 Father Richard Felt, our founding Pastor, returning to serve once again 

 SK Virgil  Grzywa. 

 Lorraine Hughes  

 Gene Loven 

 SK Ken McDonald 

 David Meeks                  

 SK Al and Johnna Minetti  

 Dcn. Roy Rooker 

 Peter A. Rossa, Jr. 

 SK Will iam Torresala 

 Susan Wood 

 The Parish Staff and Fr. Peter A. Rossa III  

 For the Pope, every Priest and Deacon and all  the clergy. 

 For all  the victims of hurricanes  and earthquakes in Mexico and the Caribbean. 

 For the safety and good health of all  our military, police, and fire fighters. 

 For the good health of all  Knights and their families and our own Knights who continue to find the 

strength to keep coming out to do God’s will. 

 

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2017-18 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        SK  Jerry Wood       602-568-2779        1
st

 Degree Team   SK Dan Conway           480-368-1427                                     

Chaplain                Fr. Peter Rossa            480-905-0221        Blood Drive           Dennis Logue               602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight   SK Richard Welp         602-826-1241        Oktoberfest          SK Gene Arvizu             480-272-9442        

Chancellor            SK David Wagner         414-828-4471       Social Committee SK Larry Bramanti        602-404-7692   

Financial Sec.       SK Michael Smalley     602-799-2256        Italian Dinner       SK Will iam Torresala    404-668-9399                                              

Treasurer              SK Gene Arvizu            480-776-4794       Food for the Poor   SK Santo Granziano     602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460       Tootsie Roll Drive SK Dan Conway             480-368-1427                                                                                                         

Advocate               Dennis Logue               602-595-1460       Rosary Sunday      Chair needed                                               

Warden                 SK   Vince Cefalu          602-350-9106       Free Throw Contest   Conrad Franks       623-628-6392                                                                                                            

Outside Guard      SK John Young              480-322-2035      Le Chavalier Graphic Design    SK Don Tellis                                                                                                    

Inside Guard        Conrad Franks               623-628-6392       Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Outing                                                                                                                              

3yr Trustee           SK Michael Dill             702-213-3737        SK Lou DeLuco, SK Richard Welp                                                                                                          

2yr Trustee           SK Roberto Pastrana   480-323-0479                                                                                                                         
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