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Grand Knight’s 
Message                                     
WGK Jerry Wood 
My                       

My Dear 

Brothers:                           

This edition of Le 

Chevalier marks 

the last issue of 

the Fraternal Year. It also marks 

the 24
th

 edition of our 

newsletter. The first issue was in 

July 2015. I’ve had the honor to 

be its editor for those two years, 

and I sincerely hope that the 

Council members enjoy receiving 

and reading it. As editor, I invite 

any member to submit articles 

and/or pictures.                                                     

I sent out a letter to the Council, 

in which I requested officer 

nominations for the coming 

Fraternal Year. There was no 

response to that request. 

Disappointing.                                  

I most emphatically urge your 

participation in the Council and 

its activities. Many of you have 

jobs and families and are unable 

to attend meetings regularly. 

Some second Wednesday, when 

you find yourself wondering 

which TV re-run you might 

watch, consider joining your KofC 

brothers. As you know, we offer 

many activities, and we never say 

“no” to someone who wants to 

join us in any endeavor. I am 

hopeful that we can spread our events a little farther apart 

this year.  The months of March and April had very large 

activities one after the other.  We stood up and did the job, 

but better organization of the calendar would be helpful to us 

to make things easier on ourselves. Check out Santo 

Graziano’s Food for the Poor Project  on p. 5 to see how you 

might serve in that project.                                                                                    

It’s so good to be a Knight.  We have many regular on-going 

projects in which you can serve. We also have our social 

activities, and they’re always fun; we even have socializing at 

the end of each monthly meeting, but our mission is to serve. 

You’re already a Knight, or you wouldn’t be receiving this 

newsletter, so renew your effort to become involved in the 

new Fraternal year, which begins on July 1, 2017. God bless 

you all!     

 Vivat Jesus!                                                                                                              

Fraternally,  

Jerry Wood                                                                                      

Worthy Grand Knight  

“If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates his brother, he is a 

liar…”  1 John  4:20 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

St. Bernadette 

Council 12164 

480-905-0221 

Scottsdale, AZ 

 

Inside this issue: 

Grand Knights’ Report 1 

Knight of the Month     2 

Family of the Month     2 

Birthdays                        2 

Saint of the Month       3 

John Martin                   5 

Insurance Advisor        4 

Food for the Poor         5           

Pictures                             

Time Capsule             7-8 

Dedication               9-10 

Calendars                   11 

Catholic Vote        12-13 

Good of the Order 

Prayer List                    14 

Contacts                     14 

 

 

 

  
  Le Chevalier   



Volume 2 Issue 12                                                                                                                                    Le Chevalier June 2017 p.2 
 

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  .

  
  

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

June 2017 
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Lou DeLuco 

Knight of the Month 

May 2017 

                                                   

                                   

Dr. Antonio & Melissa Lugay, 

Annaleissa and Alexaundra                                     

Family of the Month May 

2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karla and Gene Arvizu                                              

Family of the Month 

October 2016 
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Saint of the Month 

Saint Coloman 

An Irish pilgrim martyr 

The story begins a thousand years ago this year, in the 
autumn of 1012, when an Irish pilgrim named Colmán – a 
very common Irish name in the Middle Ages – was following 
the old Roman road along the Danube toward Vienna. 
Coloman was following the overland pilgrimage route to 
Jerusalem, an ancient path that followed the course of the 
Danube valley through Hungary, reopened following the 
conversion to Christianity of King Stephen of Hungary in 997. 

Coloman only made it as far as Stockerau, 30 km to the north-
west of Vienna. He had unwittingly entered a war zone in 
what was a borderland on the south-eastern frontier of the 
Holy Roman Empire. It was known as the marcha Orientalis or 
the Bavarian Eastern March, a strategic frontier zone wedged 
between the Magyars or Hungarians to the east and the 
Moravians to the north. The Babenberg margraves, the rulers 
of the March, were in the process of extending their control 
and territory in this colonial land. Stockerau stood on the 
borders of the March and was subject to frequent raiding by 
hostile neighbours. The locals were in no mood to welcome 
exotic strangers, and garbed as a pilgrim and speaking Gaelic, 
Coloman stood out. According to a near-contemporary 
account by Thietmar of Merseburg, a bishop who wrote an 
important contemporary chronicle, the locals suspected him 
of being a spy and summarily lynched him from a tree. 

The exact circumstances will never be known, but following 
Coloman’s death, miracles began to take place – the dead 
man’s hair and nails continued to grow, the dead tree on 
which he was hanged began to bloom, and people were 
healed who came in contact with his body. This, people 
believed, proved both his innocence and also his sanctity. The 
locals came to venerate him as a martyr, and he was buried in 
a nearby church where miracles continued. 

  

Coloman and the Babenbergs 

News of these miracles eventually came to the attention of 
Margrave Henry I at Melk. One of the powerful Babenberg 
dynasty who were to rule Austria from 976 to 1246, Henry 
recognized the power adhering to this new saint and sent his 
soldiers and clerics to take the body from Stockerau to the 
monastery at Melk. The “translation” of Coloman’s relics not 
only marked the formal acceptance of Coloman’s sainthood, 
but his promotion from a cult figure to an elite and dynastic 

one. Coloman’s relics had now become a vehicle for the 
political and spiritual aspirations of the Babenberg margraves. 

 
St. Coloman’s Altar in Melk Abbey. His remains have been guarded 
in the monestary since the 11th century | Photo: Leon Reed         

St. Coloman, oro pro nobis. 

The spiritual power of the new saint was a valuable asset for 
Henry, a marcher lord consolidating his power in a volatile, 
frontier region. The use of relics in frontier zones was a 
common strategy by secular magnates in Europe at this time, 
often coinciding with periods of territorial expansion. 
Throughout the Middle Ages the relics of saints served as 
conductors for the creation of social, religious, and political 
identities, objects of social meaning and spiritual strength – a 
means to legitimise power, increase prestige, and enforce 
consensus. They were, as the historian Julia Smith has put it, 
“Sacred tokens of political superiority.” When Henry died in 
1018, he was the first member of his family to be buried in 
the Melk church where he had interred Coloman’s relics, 
where ultimately, 11 Babenbergs would lie. 

The appropriation of Coloman’s relics by Henry I ensured the 
continual action of divine providence for the region and its 
rulers. By promoting the cult of this new Irish martyr as a 
dynastic and regional patron, Henry may have hoped to 
shape a spiritual landscape for this new land that drew on 
common cultural traditions of Bavaria and Franconia where 
there was a strong tradition of veneration of Irish missionary 
and martyr saints. The new cult of St. Coloman became a 
vehicle for the Babenberg margraves, which they were keen 
to latch on to from the beginning in order to cement their 
new power base in the Eastern March and to bring cohesion 
to this frontier region. 

Coloman was venerated as the patron saint of the historical 
core of Austria, Österreich ob und unter der Enns, from 1244 
until 1663, and his tomb can still be seen in its baroque and 

http://www.viennareview.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/VR_12_10_p13_Melk4_web.jpg
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gilded manifestation in the abbey church of Melk close to 
where the Babenbergs, Austria’s first rulers, were buried. 

Today Coloman is still the patron saint for hanging convicts, 
passengers, and livestock and is invoked against disease, 
head and foot problems, plague, storm, fire-hazards, rat and 
mice infestations. His feast day of 13 October was marked 
with special celebrations in Melk last year, the millennium 
anniversary of the death of the unfortunate Irish pilgrim who 
became Austria’s first patron saint.                                                                        
        

Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr. 

Field Agent, FIC 

 (623) 640-0436 Cell 

wes.casaus@kofc.org 

www.azkofcwes.com  

Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD  

Career Opportunity                                                                                

Member of KofC since 2005  

Protecting Catholic families since 1882  

Life Insurance  •  Long-Term Care 
Retirement Annuities  •  Disability 

 

   

Worthy Council Officers and Brother Knights All, 
 

Wow! Another fraternal year is coming to an end! Time 
seems to go faster as each year passes.  
As we finish out this fraternal year, it is a great time to 
share our insights into the past year and provide sage 
advice to the new officers coming into the next fraternal 
year. 
 

From the Field Agent point of view, if I had one bit of 
advice for the new officers it is just this:  TEMPUS FUGIT, 
MEMENTO MORI! 
 

Don't wait! Start recruiting and building your council's 
future success today! 
We have some councils who have already achieved the 
distinguished Star Council Award this year, and a few who 
can still make it with the right effort but the clock is 
ticking. 
 

The degree lessons we learn as Knights of Columbus 
provide valuable insights into everything we do. Those 
words remind us to take care of business before we no 

longer have any time left to do the things that are 
important to ourselves and our families. So never give up, 
spend your time wisely, and remember Father McGivney's 
mission of the Order was to provide protection for you and 
your family. Have you taken the time to meet with your 
Field Agent to make sure you've protected your family 
when you're no longer here?  A review of your plans may 
reveal problems which you were unaware, call for your 
free review today.  
 

I also want to thank each and every officer, chaplain, and 
member for the many opportunities to serve as your Field 
Agent, it's truly been an honor and a humbling experience. 
 
 

Protecting Widows – A Founding Goal 

As a member of this council, you know how important 
spouses can be to the charitable works of the Order. If 
you’re married, your wife is probably involved in a few of 
the many events that happen each fraternal year. This 
support adds great value and impact to what a council can 
achieve. 

When the Order was founded in 1882, Father Michael J. 
McGivney and the other brave men were setting out to 
protect Catholic families, but especially wives and children. 
Today, we remain committed to this mission by offering 
insurance products and fraternal benefits designed with 
that goal in mind. One specific policy rider that you may 
not know about is called Spousal Waiver of Premium. This 
rider is unique to the Knights of Columbus philosophy of 
helping our widows. 

This rider is available on most permanent and Discoverer 
plans purchased at standard rates by a member and his 
wife on the same day. When both spouses apply, the rider 
provides for waiver of premiums on the spouse’s contract 
in the event of the insured’s death. Best of all, for members 
and spouses ages 18 to 60, this waiver can be added for no 
charge. The rider stays in effect until the spouse attains 
age 65 or certain other triggering events occur. 

Our products are designed with your needs and budget in 
mind. With a solid portfolio of life insurance, long-term 
care, disability income and retirement products, the 
Knights of Columbus can help you meet all of your 
financial goals. To learn more about these solutions, 
contact me today. 

God Bless, 

  

        

     

  Santo Graziano 

https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.azkofcwes.com%252F
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fkofcknights.org%252FAgencySite%252FFAcareerNew.asp%253FGA%253D41
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 Food for the Poor Project                                                                          

 

Good Day to all our 
volunteers, I want to thank 
everyone for spreading the 
love to our Phoenix brothers 
and sisters in need. Our 
volunteers know the meaning 
of love: the love  of our 
neighbors in need. Each week we are able to 
give our left over goods to our people in need 
and keep good food out of the waste dump. 
Love is definitely in the air with all our 
volunteers. We are enthusiastic and 
passionate about helping each other. 
Enthusiasm and passion motivate our 
volunteers to take action. Regardless of how 
our daily responsibilities look, we are inspired 
and energized with our one or two days a 
month of love for the poor at St Vincent De 
Paul. YES, we can accomplish whatever is on 
our to-do list. THANK YOU FOR THAT. 
 
 We have a new location:  Panera Bread 
(stand- alone store). LOOKING FOR SUNDAY 
PERSON PICKUP ONLY AND DROP OVER 
AT ST VINCENT DE PAUL. We have THREE 
VOLUNTEERS ONLY NEED ONE MORE. 
Group Two will have a new location starting in 
June, Rainbow Donuts (Paradise Bakery at 
Desert Ridge will be closed). This will take its 
place. 
 
  We would like to welcome Mark Holmes to 
our program. He comes from New Mexico and 
just moved here with his wife and attends St 
Bernadette Catholic Church. He will be helping 
with our new Sunday route. 
 
  The NEW SCHEDULE IS OUT; please check 
the dates for which you will be volunteering. If 
you have not turned in days unable to work 
please send ASAP. 
 
Food For The Poor Project Chairperson,                                                       
Santo Graziano    cell:602-321-1673 
 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SK Santo Graziano 

 

 WGK Jerry presents SK John Martin with his Honorary Life 
Membership Certificate. Photo:  Diane Martin 
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      Building the Domestic Church while 

             strengthening our Parish. 

             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Third Sunday of every month 
between September and May                     
$5.00              Family:  $15.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Starting again on Sept. 17th 

Becoming a Knight offers many opportunities 

to serve your Church and your Council. As 

you might note from these pictures, there 

are many activities that the St. Bernadette 

Council provides for its Parish.  Every event 

requires a little time and a little work; each 

event also provides a great deal of 

satisfaction as well as the camaraderie of 

Brother Knights.  We welcome all who wish 

to join us, and we invite those Knights who 

have never served to join us. Volunteers are 

always needed; serve one time, and you’ll 

want to serve again. 
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Pictures for you….Interring the Time Capsule 

 
Figure 1: Fr. 

Pete and 

Dcn. Al 

present the 

St. 

Bernadette 

Time 

Capsule.  

Photo: J. 

Wood.                                  

 

 

 

 
  

 
Figure 5: Dcn. Al jumps in to complete the task. Figure 6 below:  
Relaxing after a job well done. Photo: J. Wood 

Figure 2: Fr. Pete reads the letter to be included in the Time 
Capsule. Photo: J. Wood 

Figure 3: Dcn. Al holds the Time Capsule aloft. Photo: J. Wood 

Figure 4: Fr. Pete prepares the Time Capsule's place. 
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Figure 6: Fr. Pete and Fr. Ed:  Just a couple of guys 
having fun after the hard work.  Photo:  Ed Dunai 

Figure 8: WGK Jerry and PGK Larry celebrate with a quick trip to the Vatican. 
Photo editing by Zabinia Arvizu. 

Figure 7: Jerry drops our Council's raffle ticket stubs into the 
hopper at the State Convention.  Sadly, we had no winners. Photo: 
Gene Arvizu 
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Dedication of our Church, May 25, 2017  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 9: Bishop Olmsted blesses the community after Mass. 
Photo: S. Wood 

Figure 10: Bishop Olmsted blesses the building during the 
Dedication. Photo: S. Wood 

Figure 11: After Mass and a powerful speech, Fr. Pete processes 
out.  Figure 12 below:  Led by CCs Larry Bleichroth and Jeff Pinto, 
the Knights lead the procession after Mass. Photo: S. Wood 
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Figure 13: Knights at attention after Mass. Photo: S. Wood 

 

 

Figure 14: The procession continues.  Pohto: S. Wood 

 

 

Figure 15: Bishop Olmsted and Dcn. Al greet parishioners 
after Mass. Photo: S. wood 

 

 

Figure 17: WGK Jerry takes the opportunity to shake the 
Bishop's hand. Photo: S. Wood 

 

 

Figure 18: Fr. Pete addresses the community after Mass. 
Photo: s. Wood 

 

 

Figure 16: SK William Torresala joins the Bishop for a photo. 
Photo: S. Wood 
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June 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 29 
 
 
 

30 
 

31 
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4      
Pentecost 

Sunday 

5 

 
 
 
 

6 
D-Day Allied 
Invasion of 

Europe (1944) 

7 
Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm 

8 

 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
The Most Holy 

Trinity 

12  
 
 

13 
 
 

14 
  Council 
Meeting  
7:00 pm 

15 
 

16 
 

 

17 
 
 

 

18 

  Corpus 
Christi 

Fathers’ Day                          

19 

 
 
 
 

20 
 
 

21 

 

22 
Pledge of 
Allegiance 

Recognized by 
Congress (1942) 

 

23 
The Most 

Sacred Heart of 
Jesus  

24 
 

        25 

Korean War 
Began (1950) 

 

         26 

 
  

27 

 

28 

 

29 
Sts. Peter and 
Paul Apostles 

30 

The First 
Martyrs of the 

Holy Roman 
Church 

1 

 

July 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

25 

Korean War 
Began (1950) 

  

26 27 
 

28 
 

29 
Sts. Peter and 
Paul Apostles 

30 The First 

Martyrs of the 
Holy Roman 

Church 

1 
 

2 

 
 

3 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 

Independence Day 

5  

 Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm                         

6 
St. Maria 
Goretti 

7 

 
 
 
 

8 

 

9 
 

10 

 
 
 

11 
 
 

12 
Flag Day 
Council 
Meeting  
7:00 pm   

13 
 
 

14 
 

St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha 

 

15 
 

  16 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 

 
 
 

19 

 
 
 

20 
 

 

21 

 

22 

St. Mary 
Magdalene 

 

23 
                         
 
                       

                      30                       

24 

 
 

                   31 

25 
St. James the 

Apostle 

 
 

26 

 
 
 
 

27 
 

Korean War 
Ended (1953) 

 

28 
 
 

World War I 
Began 1914 

29 
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Religious Freedom is a Journey, 

Not the Destination 
JOSHUA BOWMAN ON MAY 5, 2017 

Thursday was a good day for Little Sisters of the Poor and for 
anyone who cares about religious liberty. On one end of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, President Trump signed an executive 
order instructing the Lois Lerner types at the IRS to cease 
their ideological attacks on religious organizations while on 
the other end of the avenue, the House of 
Representatives passed a bill to repeal many of the most 
onerous provisions of ObamaCare. Hopefully these small 
victories will lead to still others, but as it stands, they are a 
rebuke to Rod Dreher’s vision which is profiled in this 
month’s New Yorker. However, to see why, we start in an 
unlikely place. Namely, the South Pacific, and specifically, last 
year’s Disney blockbuster, “Moana.” 
The story of “Moana” is loosely based on Polynesian 
mythology as well as anthropological and historical evidence 
of the “long pause” period during which daring feats of blue-
water seafaring were temporarily curtailed for nearly two 
thousand years. The contrasting themes of tradition and 
exploration at the heart of the plot are, in a way, very biblical, 
despite the pagan overlay. As with any Disney movie, there 
are many of the standard tropes of the adventure genre 
which touch on deep truths of the human experience. 
Unfortunately, it can be hard to see this beneath all the 
dizzying spectacle of musical numbers encouraging children 
to run away from their parents and otherwise misbehave, 
which is perhaps part of the reason why C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. 
Tolkien hated the studio so much. 
In their epic tales of high fantasy, the Inklings (as they called 
themselves) thought long and hard about what the point of 
such stories should be. The result was, of course, two of the 
greatest works of English fiction: the Chronicles of Narnia and 
the Lord of the Rings saga. Whether bickering schoolchildren 
or plucky Hobbits, the protagonists reluctantly leave their 
lives of comfort and plenty to embark on an uncertain quest 
beyond the farthest horizon as ominous threats of war gather 
unseen. On the other hand, the young Moana is unhappy in 
her tropical paradise and yearns for something more than her 
island home can give her. However, on her own, her sailing is 
clumsy and ineffective. Crucially, she sets out guided by the 
ancient wisdom and traditions of her forebears (sung by 
“Hamilton” superstar composer/playwright Lin-Manuel 

Miranda) as well as her wise grandmother who knows of the 
old ways. 
Unlike the restless Moana, Rod Dreher’s “Benedict Option” is 
echoed more in the opening number which extols the virtues 
of the sedentary lifestyle of her tribe. They don’t seem to 
mind their isolation, but are cheerful in their self-sufficiency. 
On a different island, Shakespeare snarkily contemplates the 
blissful ignorance of this worldview through the words of a 
different Miranda: 
MIRANDA: 

O, wonder! 
How many goodly creatures are there here! 
How beauteous mankind is! O brave new world, 
That has such people in’t! 

PROSPERO: ‘Tis new to thee. 

After contact with Americans and Europeans, particularly 
during the Second World War, some Polynesian tribes 
adopted a new form of worship which is theorized to be a 
sort of coping mechanism when confronted with the 
materialism of Western culture and the damage it did to their 
societal structure in which generosity is the basis of respect 
and authority. As a particular oddity, at least one tribe now 
believes that Prince Philip is a god who will someday return to 
deliver them wealth surpassing all Western riches. One 
supposes that they will be disappointed to learn that their 
messiah is in declining health and is no longer fit to make 
another journey to the other side of the globe. 
Whereas the people of Vanuatu are spiritually rich and 
materially poor, Dreher correctly diagnoses the fault of 
Western society which is materially rich and spiritually poor. 
Although Christ promises us time and time again that God 
knows our needs and will provide for us, the temptations of 
materialism are immense, as Disney’s merchandising 
operation makes clear. Whereas the cargo cults modified 
their ancient faith to adapt to the unbelievable wealth of a 
foreign culture, the “Benedict Option” in its ideal form 
sacrifices material abundance (or perhaps overabundance) in 
search of more authentic faith. However, like the cargo cults, 
this way of life is only possible if outside forces preserve the 
freedom to practice it. Small outposts of holiness can only 
thrive if we have strong institutions to serve as a check on the 
decadence of society and the oppression of government. 

In this sense then, the “Benedict Option” is a sort of naïve 
hope (which for Dreher is as much personal as it is 
philosophical) that we can return to a more innocent state of 
life far away from the kind of malevolent world-historical 
forces that unleashed the atomic bomb on the pristine Bikini 
archipelago. To Dreher’s credit, some Christians are 

https://www.catholicvote.org/author/jbowman/
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/come-on-up-here-sister-trump-invites-little-sisters-of-the-poor-to-join-him-at-rose-garden-ceremony-video/article/2622127
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/come-on-up-here-sister-trump-invites-little-sisters-of-the-poor-to-join-him-at-rose-garden-ceremony-video/article/2622127
http://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/331937-house-passes-obamacare-repeal
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/05/01/rod-drehers-monastic-vision
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/05/01/rod-drehers-monastic-vision
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ui_%28M%C4%81ori_mythology%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ui_%28M%C4%81ori_mythology%29
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/how-story-moana-and-maui-holds-against-cultural-truths-180961258/
http://www.thelehrhaus.com/culture/2017/3/23/moana-and-the-call-of-jewish-destiny
http://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/tolkien-cs-lewis-disney-snow-white-narnia-hobbit-dwarves
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inklings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inklings
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubZrAmRxy_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ubZrAmRxy_M
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lin-Manuel_Miranda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lin-Manuel_Miranda
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TH61-0438Mk
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/tempest/tempest.5.1.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Philip_Movement
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-39802636
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undoubtedly called to vocations as hermits or monastics. 
Even St. John the Evangelist lived out the length of his days 
on the idyllic island of Patmos. However, for most people, 
there is a deep and instinctual yearning to seek new lands. 
As scripture tells us, “How beautiful are the feet of them that 
preach the gospel of peace, of them that bring glad tidings of 
good things!” The Word of God is written in our hearts and 
we are called to go out into the world to share our joy. 
In another passage, Jesus exhorts his disciples: 
You are the light of the world. A city seated on a mountain 
cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle and put it under 
a bushel, but upon a candlestick, that it may shine to all that 
are in the house. So let your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven. 

From America’s founding, we have seen ourselves as that 
“City on a Hill.” Whether as the Catholic Columbus or the 
Protestant Puritans, we have been guided by the faith and 
the stars of our fathers to cross an ocean in search of a better 
life. It is no coincidence that Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared 
in the New World just as the Reformation was unleashing 
centuries of bloody war and abject suffering in Europe. This is 
why religious freedom is so important. An intentional 
community of like-minded believers is well and good, but 
neither should we cede our rights to practice our faith in the 
public square–rights which were purchased so dearly–
without putting up an almighty fight. 

Dreher’s search for rootedness and community speaks to a 
very real need, like Moana’s tribe, to be secure in the certain 
knowledge of who we are and where we came from. In our 
modern age, this has only become more difficult, as people 
are often not who they seem. Without a firm reliance on the 
deposit of faith and the manifold graces of the sacraments, 
we can do nothing. The Church is–or ought to be–the center 
of our lives. We should all strive to build up strong 
communities within the bosom of Mother Church wherever 
we are, whether in the bucolic countryside or the bustling 
and decadent metropolis. As the Ecclesia Militans, we are 
engaged in spiritual warfare–if perhaps reluctantly, like 
Tolkien’s Hobbits–and as with any battle, we do not always 
get to fight on the ground of our choosing. Sometimes this is 
through prayer and works of charity. Sometimes this is 
through media and entertainment. Sometimes this is in the 
courtroom or the halls of Congress. 
That said, one of the central roles in “Moana” is the demigod, 
Maui, voiced by Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson who 
was recently profiled by National Review as a conservative-
leaning celebrity who, at least in public, tends to emphasize 
values over political positions. In a similar vein, the 
Washingtonian Magazine’s latest issue includes an 
interview with Fr. Scalia (son of the late Justice) who spoke 

about how religious freedom is not an end in itself, but only a 
means of reaching out to care for souls. While liberals tend to 
ruin entertainment and pervert faith by making everything 
about politics, the truest form of conservatism sees politics 
only as a tool, not a good of itself. Politics is a messy, 
obnoxious, and difficult business, but even so, it’s a game 
that we can and must play to remain an active and vigorous 
force for good in the world. 
As the metaphysical poet John Donne famously wrote: 

No man is an island, 
Entire of itself; 
Every man is a piece of the continent, 
A part of the main. 

If a clod be washed away by the sea, 
Europe is the less, 
As well as if a promontory were: 
As well as if a manor of thy friend’s 
Or of thine own were. 

Any man’s death diminishes me, 
Because I am involved in mankind. 
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; 
It tolls for thee. 

Which gets us back to the Little Sisters. The nuns in the grey 
habits show us what royalty looks like in the Heavenly 
Kingdom. To serve God, we must serve others, even those 
who despise us. Jesus tells us to gird our loins and be 
watchful. He says to his disciples, “And when they shall 
persecute you in this city, flee into another,” and then later, 
“Do not think that I came to send peace upon earth: I came 
not to send peace, but the sword.”  The Little Sisters live this 
mission with heroic virtue, patiently and tenderly caring for 
the sick and dying who are ignored and forgotten by society 
at large, even as they have been persecuted by those in 
power. Unlike Dr. Pangloss’ utopian vision, just tending to our 
own garden is not enough.  Our faith is a wonderful and 
precious gift, but if it is not shared and spread–despite all the 
hazards and uncertainties of our dangerous world–it is 
worthless. 

The views expressed here are those of the author, and do not 
necessarily represent the views of CatholicVote.org 

This article appeared at CatholicVote.org

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monastery_of_Saint_John_the_Theologian
http://www.drbo.org/chapter/52010.htm
http://www.drbo.org/chapter/47005.htm
http://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/miss-marple-and-the-problem-of-modern-identity
http://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/miss-marple-and-the-problem-of-modern-identity
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/447136/the-rock-dwayne-johnson-national-review-profile-david-french
https://www.washingtonian.com/2017/05/02/antonin-scalias-catholic-priest-son-doesnt-like-being-called-a-conservative/
https://www.washingtonian.com/2017/05/02/antonin-scalias-catholic-priest-son-doesnt-like-being-called-a-conservative/
http://www.drbo.org/chapter/47010.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cm2ZME-tIQU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cm2ZME-tIQU
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 Good of the Order Prayer List—May 2017                          
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families. 

 David Meeks and his family.  He has just been admitted to Mayo Hospital with signs 
of infection. He is fighting Stage 4 Colon Cancer. 

 SK Ken McDonald  

 SK Virgil Grzywa. 

 Rosie Pate  

 Al and Johnna Minetti 

 For the Pope, every Priest and Deacon and all the clergy. 

 For the souls of all those, whose lives were taken by terrorists. 

 For the safety and good health of all our military, police, and fire fighters. 

 For the good health of all Knights and their families and our own Knights who 
continue to find the strength to keep coming out to do God’s will. 

 

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2016-17 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        SK  Jerry Wood       602-568-2779        1
st

 Degree Team   SK Dan Conway        480-368-1427                                     

Chaplain                Fr. Peter Rossa            480-905-0221        Blood Drive           Dennis Logue           602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight   Conrad Franks             623-628-6392        Oktoberfest          SK Gene Arvizu          480-272-9442        

Chancellor            SK David Wagner         414-828-4471       Social Committee SK Larry Bramanti   602-404-7692   

Financial Sec.       SK Michael Smalley     602-799-2256        Italian Dinner        William Torresala    404-668-9399                                              

Treasurer              SK Richard Welp           602-826-1241      Food for the Poor SK Santo Granziano 602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460       Tootsie Roll Drive SK Roberto Pastrana  480-323-0479                                                                                                         

Advocate               Dennis Logue               602-595-1460       Rosary Sunday      Chair needed                                               

Warden                 SK Don Tellis                 602-370-3271      Free Throw Contest   Conrad Franks     623-628-6392                                                                                                            

Inside Guard         SK John Young               623-628-6392                                                                                                          

Outside Guard     SK Vince Cefalu            480-525-0671       Golf Tournament    SK Lou DeLuco, SK Richard Welp                                                                                                            

3yr Trustee           SK Gene Arvizu             480-776-4794                                                                                                                  

2yr Trustee           SK Roberto Pastrana   480-323-0479                                                                                                                         

1yr Trustee           SK Lou DeLuco               602-524-7447       Webmaster           SK Roberto Pastrana                                                                

               Editor                     SK Jerry Wood         
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We’re on the Web!                      

See us at: 

www.kofc12164.org  
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St. Bernadette, oro pro nobis! 
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