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Grand Knight’s 
Message                                                                        
WGK Dick Welp         
My                       

My Dear 

Brothers:                           

Merry Christmas 

and Happy New 

Year! Thank you 

to all  who participated in our 

Parish and Council Events in 

December. YTD 16 Knights 

reported volunteer hours totaling 

1954 hours. Please be sure to 

record your hours on our 

website.                                              

Thanks to all  who helped put up 

the Christmas Lights and 

Christmas Banner at Church on 

December 1
st

. Jeff Pinto was the 

tree and ladder climber. Thank 

you to all  Brothers.                                      

You may have noticed the crèche 

set in the court yard between the 

church and parish hall. On 

December 8, we put it out, 

absent the Baby Jesus. Baby 

Jesus came on Christmas. The 

Crèche lights up at dark and off 

with the other Christmas lights 

five hours later.  YEA! In 

December many worked to clean 

and straighten up both the 

Knights’ closet and the shed we 

share with the Boy Scouts. 

Shelves are organized with 

documented space.  We all  need 

to be responsible and dil igent to 

keep both in order.                                                                                              

On December 15, St. Bernadette held the annual Angel Tree 

Celebration. Over 200 children from families of working poor 

across the Phoenix Diocese were present—more than 300 

gifts and bikes distributed.  St. Bernadette Brother Knights 

contributed $500.00 for the purchase of bikes. Way to go! 

Our Brother Knights, led by SK Tony Lugay provided our 

delicious pancakes to almost 300 guests and volunteers. 

Santa was present for the event all  the way from the North 

Pole—I heard that Santa is a Brother Knight!                                    

Then on Sunday, December 16
th

 (the day after the Angel Tree 

Celebration) we held our monthly Pancake Breakfast.                             

On Christmas, after all  Masses, several Knights distributed the 

book The Biggest Lie in The History of Christianity, by 

Matthew Kelly to families attending masses.                                                     

The annual Young Men’s Conference was held at St. 

Bernadette’s on Friday, December 28
th

.  Six Knights from our 

council assisted the Knight from St. Paul council in serving 

hamburgers, hotdogs, chips, and drink to those attending.                   

Upcoming in January:  Opportunities to share your time and 

talent. Consider signing up:                                                                              

♦ Watch for the date. Following the Epiphany on January 6
th 

we will  meet to remove the Christmas lights, Banner, and 

Crèche from the parish grounds. Volunteers needed.                             
♦  Parish  Snow Day – Saturdday, January 26, 2019 – 

Volunteers needed.                                                                                                  

♦  Annual Free Throw Contest – Sunday, Januray 27, 2019 – 

Volunteers needed 
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(continued from page 1) 
In February – Hold the Date! 

 
♦  Diocese Men’s Conference at Xavier Prep on Saturday, 
February 2, 2019 – Sign up – The tickets are $49.00 with our 

council subsidizing $25.00, so net cost to you is  $24.00—a   
great day of fellowship. 
♦   The annual Knights of Columbus Priests’ Appreciation 
Dinner is scheduled for Friday, February 15, 2019, at SS Simon 

& Jude Cathedral – an opportunity to honor, show gratitude, 
and share fellowship with Priests and Deacons of our Parish 
and Diocese. Invitations have been sent to almost 300 Priests. 
Cost is $35.00 per person—a fun event.                                                              

♦ Our quarterly Blood Drive is planned for Sunday, February 
17, 2019—give your fair share. 
 

Bless you all! 
Vivat Jesus!                                                                                                             

Fraternally,  

SK Dick Welp                                                                                  

Grand Knight  

 

                                  

January 2019 

                  

John Benson                                                                                                                                                                         

Paul Cox                                                                                                                                                                               

Glenn Cunningham                                                                                                                                                        

Roberto Da Silva                                                                                                                                                                  

Mark DeLuco                                                                                                                                                                          

Albert Reilly                                                                                                                                                                 

Alejandro (Alex) Reyes                                                                                                                                            

David Vowels 

 

 

SK Dr. Antonio Lugay 

Knight of the Month 

December 2018 

Last month, in December, members of your Council 12164 set up the 

Crèche and decorated the trees near the Parish Hall. They also 

provided a Pancake Breakfast for the children and volunteers at the 

SVdP Angel Tree Breakfast. They contributed to buying and putting 

together bicycles for the children. They also provided the Parish with 

a Pancake Breakfast, which featured Santa Claus for the kids. 

How do your Brother Knights serve 

on a Regular Basis?  

This month, in January, many of those same Brother Knights will be 

removing the Christmas Lights and the Crèche on January 12th.  On 

January 26th, your Knights will be providing a special Snow Day 

complete with several tons of snow and a snow slide for the Parish. 

On January 27th, the Knights are hosting a Free Throw Contest for 

boys and girls 10-16 from 9:00-11:00 AM.  We are holding our 

monthly Pancake Breakfast on the same day so the b-ball players can 

have some breakfast together with the rest of the parishioners. 

If you’ve never served, you might want to take advantage of one of 

these opportunities. Come to the council business meeting on 

January 9th at 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall. Find out what’s going on 

and enjoy fellowship with your Brother Knights after the meeting. 
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Saint of the Month 

St. Margaret of Scotland                               
(1043- 1093)  

St. Margaret of Scotland’s Story 

Margaret of Scotland was a truly l iberated woman in the 

sense that she was free to be herself. For her, that meant 
freedom to love God and serve others.  Saint Margaret’s 
name signifies “pearl,” “a fitting name,” says Theodoric, her 

confessor and first biographer, “for one such as she.” Her soul 
was l ike a precious pearl. "When Margaret spoke, her 
conversation was with the salt of wisdom. When she was 
silent, her silence was fi l led with good thoughts. So 

thoroughly did her outward bearing correspond with the 
staidness of her character that it seemed as if she has been 
born the pattern of a virtuous l ife."  A l ife spent amidst the 

luxury of a royal court never dimmed the luster, or stole it 
away from Him Who had bought it with His blood. 
 Not Scottish by birth, Margaret was the daughter of Princess  
Agatha of Hungary and the Anglo-Saxon Prince Edward 

Atheling. She spent much of her youth in the court of her 
great-uncle, the English king, Edward the Confessor. Her 
family fled from Will iam the Conqueror and was shipwrecked 
off the coast of Scotland. King Malcolm befriended them and 

was captivated by the beautiful, gracious Margaret. They 
were married at the castle of Dunfermline in 1070, and she 
reigned Queen of Scotland until  her death in 1093.  

How did she become a Saint in a position where sanctity is  so 
difficult?   

First, she burned with zeal for the house of God.  She built 

churches and monasteries, she buried herself in making 
vestments; she could not rest ti l l  she saw the laws of God and 
His Church observed throughout her realm.  

Next, amidst a thousand cares, she found time to converse 

with God—ordering her piety with such sweetness and 
discretion that she won her husband to sanctity l ike her own. 
Malcolm was good-hearted, but rough and uncultured, as 
was his country. Because of Malcolm’s love for Margaret, she 

was able to soften his temper, polish his manners and help 
him become a virtuous king. He left all  domestic affairs to her 
and often consulted her in state matters.  He used to rise 
with her at night for prayer; he loved to kiss the holy books 

she used, and sometimes he would steal them away and 
bring them back to his wife covered with jewels.  

Lastly, with virtues so great, she wept constantly over her sins 

and begged her confessor to correct her faults. St. Margaret 

did not neglect her duties in the world because she was not 

of it. Never was a better mother. She spared no pains in the 

education of her eight children.  

She and Malcolm had six sons 

and two daughters. Margaret 

personally supervised their 

religious instruction and other 

studies. Their sanctity was the 

fruit of her prudence and her 

zeal.   

Never was a better queen.  She 
was the most trusted counsellor 

of her husband, and she 
labored for the material 
improvement of the country. 

But in the midst of the world’s 
pleasures she sighed for the 

better country and accepted 
death as a release. In 1093, King Will iam Rufus made a 
surprise attack on Alnwick castle. King Malcolm and his oldest 

son, Edward, were kil led.  On her death-bed she received the 
news that her husband and eldest son were slain in battle. 
She thanked God, Who had sent this last affl iction as a 
penance for her sins. After receiving Holy Viaticum, she was 

repeating the prayer from the Missal, “O Lord Jesus Christ, 
Who by Thy death didst give l ife to the word, deliver me.”  At 
the words, “deliver me,” says her biographer, she took her 

departure to Christ, the Author of true liberty.                                                                          
        

The Song of Bernadette 

See the article about this film on page 6. This is the 

Hollywood treatment of 
St. Bernadette’s story. 

We showed the Lourdes’ 
version in the parish hall 

last spring. 

 

 

 

 

 St. Margaret of Scotland, 
oro pro nobis! 
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Food for the Poor 
Project  

Hello everyone, 
Good week to all volunteers. The 

last day of this old year, and 
what a great year it has been for 
Food for the Poor Project. Here 

is some information that is noteworthy:  Did you 
know that because of your volunteering, you help 
feed 300 homeless a day, 1,800 a week, and 7,200 
a month.                                     
Our volunteers have delivered 200 pounds of bread 
products a day, 150 pounds of cookies, donuts, and 
pastry a day. That is equal to 2,100 pounds a week 
and over 100,800 pounds a year.                                                                          
Our volunteers give 30 hours a day and 120 hours 
a week, equaling 1,400 hours a year.  We have 
seven businesses that donate to our project:  
Panera Bread, Rainbow Donuts, Starbucks, 
Chompie’s, Einstein Bagels, and Kneaders Bakery. 
THANK YOU for your great work in 2018 and 
continuing into 2019.   Upcoming April 2019 Fifth 
Annual Award Lunch, Sunday, April 28th at 12:00 
PM. Plan to attend!                                                                           
The dawn of a New Year in which our development 
and our understanding for the homeless will 
continue to grow, and we make choices every day: 
what to eat, how to spend our days, even what to 
think. Thank you for making the choice to be in our 
program to help the people at Becker House. We 
welcome a new couple: Ron and Charlene Abeyta. 
Ron is a member of the Knights of Columbus at St. 
Joan of Arc. They will start in February. 
WELCOME!   
   
                  
                                                                                  
Food for the Poor Project                                                   
Chairperson and Committee, 
                                                                                 
Santo Graziano cell: 602-321-1673 
                                                                                  

Larry Brainard                                                                                                         

Robert and Jackie  Franciosi                                                              

Mike and Susan Dalton 

  

                                                                           

                                                   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      
      

      
                                                                           

                                                    

 

  

 

SK Santo Graziano 
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Angel Tree Breakfast 

 

Figure 1: SK William Torresala takes a break from preparing 
breakfast to give Santa his wish list. Photo: Dick Welp 

 (Because no pictures from this year’s event  were available, I am 
including pictures from last year’s Angel Tree Breakfast. JTW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Knights in the kitchen  Photo: J. 
Wood 

Figure 4: All the children love this activity. 
The hall is nearly full with gingerbread house 
production.  Photo: J. Wood 

Figure 2: Children prepare their gingerbread houses after 
breakfast at the Angel Tree Celebration. Photo: J. Wood 
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Return to Lourdes                                                                                                                                                                           

 by Eve Tushnet 

 The best Catholic horror film of 2018 was made in 1943.                                                                                                                              

  At first glance, “The Song of Bernadette” 

seems as wholesome—and as outdated—as the 
clink of the morning milk delivery. It’s filmed in 
black and white; its score is plangent and heavy 

on the strings; and Jennifer Jones plays 
Bernadette Soubirous, the saint at its center, 
with a sweetness and softness that played big to 

wartime audiences but that, to me, is a little too 
spun-sugar.                                                                                                         
 But this fictionalized story of a French 

peasant girl who claims she sees a mysterious 
“Lady” in a secluded part of the city dump 
follows a classic horror-film structure in order to 

make a theological point that could not be more 
urgent and contemporary.                                                             
 Horror movies, especially super-natural 

ones, often turn on questions of authority. 
Whose account of reality can be trusted? Horror 
films often spend a long time on the investigative 

process, eliminating normal explanations until 
the abnormal is all that is left. The point of these 
investigations is to show the failure of accepted, 

modern authorities—science, medicine, 
government, reason itself. The people who know 
that truth are the ones least likely to be believed. 

From the disbelieved teenagers in “A Nightmare 
on Elm Street” to the disbelieved teenager in 
“The Song of Bernadette:--authority, in horror, 

lies with those to whom powerful men do not 
listen.                                                                                    
 The film is an extended confrontation 

between a peasant girl and every single power 
of this world. The mayor and other civil 
authorities meet to plot against the peasant girl. 

Police officers flail helplessly as crowds of 
women march to the grotto to kneel.  
The priest and his superiors stand aloof from 

Bernadette. Her fiercest opponent is a woman, 
of course—like her staunchest supporters—a 
nun played with febrile ferocity by Gladys 

Cooper. The film notes fairly that there have 
been impostors before, who claimed to see 
visions in order to fleece the gullible. And there 

have been hallucinations, fantasies, wishful 
thinking. Still, the constant interrogations can’t 
help but resonate in the age of #MeToo—if this 

is how the world treats girls who report miracles, 
how does it treat girls who report rape?                                  
 The clergy refuse to help Bernadette 

until the Virgin Mary forces their 

hand. They are part of the world that has taught 
her that she is stupid. The church bureaucrats 
interrogate her again and again. The film’s 

frequent comedy erupts when Bernadette’s 
humility exposes others’ wickedness and folly. 
But it is a hard comedy, whose source is the 

absurdity of shameless power and shamed truth. 
 Bernadette’s opponents harp on the fact 
that the “Lady” appeared in “a place of filth,” “a 

cesspool.” They claim this is unfitting for the 
Virgin (who bore Christ in a stable).  The 
hygienic ones are scandalized by where God 

shows his greatest favor, whom he most 
insistently loves.                                                            
 Bernadette experiences the fickleness 

of the crowd when her own Palm Sunday 
triumph quickly becomes a humiliating Way of 
the Cross. The theology in “The Song of 

Bernadette” is subtle; it satirizes Catholic 
worship of suffering, a kind of Pelagianism of 
pain, and yet Bernadette’s acceptance of 

suffering is key to her credibility and her 
holiness.                                                                                     
 Few films show both the beauty and 

humility in the face of injustice and the way this 
humility can be marbled with self-hatred. 
Bernadette’s genuine humility leads her to 

believe those who tell her she is stupid and lazy. 
Many of us have felt that vertiginous slip from 
“Lord, I am not worth” to “Therefore, you will not 

come to me.” This is Bernadette’s final 
temptation. All her former adversaries are 
vanquished, but like “Halloween’s” Michael 

Myers they rise up from behind the couch, as 
voices in her head.                                                             
 At the climax of many horror classics, 

the “final girl” confronts monsters within herself 
and falters. The bravery she has shown 
throughout this film is not enough: She needs 

rescue. Unlike the “final girl,” she can’t triumph 
alone; unlike the “final girl,” she doesn’t have to. 

            (Reprinted from America Magazine.The Jesuit 
Review of Faith and Culture. December 24, 
2018. P.50. Eve Tushnet, contributing writer) 
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Treasures of the Church 

On December 5, our parish hosted a display of 

Saints’ relics by the Treasures of the Church 

Ministry. There are three classes of relics:  1st 

Class, some hair or bone from the saint; 2
nd

 Class, 

a piece of clothing or jewelry worn by the saint, and 

a 3rd class, something that has touched a 1st or 2nd 

class relic of a saint.   

Although Fr. McGivney hasn’t been canonized yet, 

a 2nd class relic of his was on display, and it is 

pictured below.  

Through much research, which I began on 

Ancestry.com, I have discovered that I have a 

canonized saint as my ancestor, 26th Great-

grandmother to be exact, St. Margaret of Scotland. 

It took me a 

while to find 

her relic, and 

when I did, 

SK Gene 

Arvizu was 

there with his 

camera and 

snapped the 

pictures that 

you see 

here. I have 

worn a St. 

Margaret 

medal for 

years, and I 

have 

touched it against the 1st class relic and 

transformed it into a 3
rd
 class relic that I 

always wear. 

Brüderlich, Jerry Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Treasures of the Church display of 
Saints’ Relics: Fr. McGivney  Photo: G.Arvizu 

Figure 2:  Jerry Wood with a first class relic 
of St. Margaret of Scotland, his 26th 
Great-grandmother. Photo: Gene Arvizu 

Figure 1: St. Margaret's story. Photo by Gene Arvizu. 
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         Building the Domestic Church                                  
          strengthening our Parish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Third Sunday of every month 
between September and May                              
 $5.00   Family:  $15.00 

This month on the fourth Sunday. 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and 
Sausage! 

January 27th      

Becoming a Knight offers many opportunities 

to serve your Church and your Council. As 

you might note from these pictures, there 

are many activities that the St. Bernadette 

Council provides for its Parish.  Every event 

requires a little time and a little work; each 

event also provides a great deal of 

satisfaction as well as the camaraderie of 

Brother Knights.  We welcome all who wish 

to join us, and we invite those Knights who 

have never served to join us. Volunteers are 

always needed; serve one time, and you’ll 

want to serve again. 

                                                                                       

Grotto on the campus of Mount St. John, Bergamo, 
Beavercreek, Ohio 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
 

 

31 
 
 

1 

 

2 
Officers’ 

Meeting  
7:00 pm   

3 
 

4 

  
5 
 

6 
Epiphany 

of the 

Lord 

7 8 
 

 

 

9 
Council 

Meeting  
7:00 pm     

10 
 

11 
 

12 
Remove 

Christmas lights 
and Crèch 

13 
The 

Baptism of 

the Lord 

14 
Martin 

Luther King, 

Jr. Day  

15 16  
  

17 18 19 
 

20 

 
21 

Assembly 
Meeting at St. 

Bernard of 
Cla i rvaux 

22 
Day of Prayer for 

the Legal  

Protection of 
Unborn Chi ldren 

23 

 

24 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 
Snow Day for 

the Parish 

27  
Free Throw 

Contes t

                                 

28 
Assembly 

Meeting at St. 

Bernard of 
Cla i rvaux 

29 

 

30 
 

31 
 

1 

 

 

2 
 

February 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
  

31 
 

1  

 
 

 

2 
Cathol ic Men’s  

Conference 

3 
 

 

4 
 

 

5 
 
 

6  

Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm      

7 
 

 
 

8 
 

9 

 

10 
 
 

11 

 

12 
Lincoln’s 

Birthday   

13 
Council 

Meeting 7:00 
pm 

                                

14 
 

 

15 
Annual  Priests ’ 

Appreciation 
Dinner 

16 
 

17 

 

18 

Presidents’ 
Day 

19 20 21  22 
Washington’s 

Birthday 

 

23 

24 
  
 
               

25 26 
 
 
 

27 28 1 2 
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                                                                                                Remove the C hristmas Lights  Jan. 12                            

                                                                                     

                

 

                                                                        

                                                                                               

                                                                                                               

                                                                                 

                                                                              January 27: Pancake Breakfast 

                                                                                                                  

                                                                             Free Throw Championship 

                                                                              

                                                                         Boys & Girls ages 10 -16                                         

                                                                           Sunday, January 27 9 AM—11 AM              

                                                                       School Gym                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                          Sponsored by the St. Bernadette Council          

                 

                                                                                       

                                                       

          The 24-Hour Knight 

No man is too busy to be an active Knight of 

Columbus. In fact, by giving just 24 hours a 

year to Knights of Columbus activities, a man 

can make an enormous difference. With just 

24 hours, a man can serve his parish, help 

those in need in his local community, grow in 

his faith, and protect his family through our 

exclusive, top-rated insurance program. 

   What does the average Knight do with 24 

hours? He will  spend: 

♦ 8 HOURS with his council on charitable 

projects for his church or community 

♦  4 HOURS enjoying a Knights of Columbus 

family event 

♦   4 HOURS attending council meetings to help 

plan future activities 

♦   6 Hours (30 minutes each month) reading 

Columbia magazine and other K of C 

publications, including kofc.org and 

kofc12164.org 

♦   1 HOUR discussing his family’s insurance 

needs with a Knights of Colum bus field agent 

♦   1 HOUR attending Mass with his council. 

   If that is what can be done with the hours of 

just one day, imagine what a Knight could do 

with all  the hours in a week!  

    When you present the time commitment of 

joining the Knights of Columbus in this way, it 

doesn’t seem very intimidating at all. Once a 

man sees how it can be so simple, and yet so 

rewarding, he’ll  want to join!                                            
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 Good of the Order Prayer List—December 2018                                        
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families.  

 SK Virgil  Grzywa. 

 Terry Ellerson 

 George Hayes 

 Roger Holt in Texas.   

  SK Al and Johnna Minetti:  SK Al is back on the breathing machine. 

 SK Ken McDonald 

 Rosie Pate 

 Barbara Patterson – removal of lesion 

 Paul Lathrop – Mary McThill   

 Sergio Romero, SK Gene Arvizu’s cousin, who’s suffering from cancer. 

 Deacon Roy Rucker 

 Robert Tabaka in Canada  

 SK Will iam Torresala 

 Debbie Wood, who’s recovering  from surgery 

 For the Pope, every Priest and Deacon and all the clergy. 

 For the safety and good health of all our military, police, and fire fighters. 

 For the good health of all Knights and their families and our own Knights who continue to find the s trength to 
keep coming out to do God’s will. 

 

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2017-18 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        SK  Richard Welp       602-568-2779        1
st

 Degree Team   SK Dan Conway           480-368-1427                                     

Chaplain                Fr. Edward Gilbert    480-905-0221        Blood Drive           Dennis Logue               602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight   SK Michael Dill            602-826-1241        Oktoberfest          SK Gene Arvizu             480-272-9442        

Chancellor            SK Martin Perez          414-828-4471       Social Committee (Volunteer needed)                                

Financial Sec.       SK Michael Smalley     602-799-2256        Italian Dinner       SK Will iam Torresala    404-668-9399                                              

Treasurer              SK Gene Arvizu            480-776-4794      Food for the Poor   SK Santo Granziano     602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460       Tootsie Roll Drive SK Vince Cefalu             602-350-9106                                                                                                         

Advocate               Dennis Logue               602-595-1460       Rosary Sunday      Chair needed                                               

Warden                 SK Vince Cefalu          602-350-9106       Free Throw Contest   Dennis Logue          602-595-1460                                                                                                            

Outside Guard      Ronald Angelo             480-322-2035      Le Chevalier Graphic Design    SK Don Tellis                                                                                                    

Inside Guard        Conrad Franks               623-628-6392      Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament    SK Lou DeLuco,            

3yr Trustee           SK Jerry Wood             702-213-3737                                                                           SK Richard Welp                                                                                         

2yr Trustee           SK Will iam Torresala   480-323-0479                                                                                                                         

1yr Trustee           SK Daniel Conway          602-524-7447       Webmaster           SK Edward Dunai  

               Editor                     SK Jerry Wood         
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We celebrate the 
liturgical feast of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on 
January 1st, which is 
the Octave of 
Christmas.  Only 
Christmas and Easter 
enjoy the privilege of 
an octave, which is an 
eight day extension of 
the feast.  The 
honoring of Mary as 
the Mother of God can 
be traced back to the 
Council of Ephesus in 
431.  By the 7th 
century, January 1st 
was observed as a 
celebration of the 
Maternity of the 
Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  In the 13th 
century, the Feast of 
the Circumcision of 
Christ had come to 
replace the feast 
honoring Mary; 
however in 1751, after 
a push in Portugal for 
an official feast day 
celebrating Mary’s 
divine maternity, Pope 
Benedict XIV allowed 
Portugal’s churches to 
devote a feast to Mary 
on the first Sunday in 

May.  Eventually, the 
feast extended to other 
countries, and in 1914 
began to be observed 
on October 11.  In 
1931, Pope Pius XI 
extended the feast to 
the entire church, and 

in 1974, Pope Paul VI 
removed the feast of the 
Circumcision of Christ 
from the liturgical 
calendar and replaced it 

with the feast of the 
“Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God”, 
bringing Mary’s feast 
day back to the first day of the year. 

The feast is a celebration of Mary’s motherhood of 
Jesus.  The title “Mother of God” is a western 
derivation from the Greek Theotokos, which means 
“God-bearer”.  On this day, we are reminded of the 
role that the Blessed Virgin played in the plan of our 
salvation.  Through the Holy Spirit, God the Father 
prepared Mary to be the dwelling place where His 
Son and His Spirit could dwell among 
men.  Christ’s birth was made possible by Mary’s 
fiat, or sanctioning of God’s plan with her words, 
“Be it done to me according to thy word”.  Calling 
Mary “Mother of God” is the highest honor we can 
give to her.  Just as Christmas honors Jesus as the 
“Prince of Peace”, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God honors Mary as the “Queen of Peace”.  New 
Year’s Day is also designated as the “World Day of 
Peace”, further acknowledging the role of Mary in 
our hearts and in our world. 
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