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Grand Knight’s 
Message                                     
WGK Jerry Wood 
My                       

My Dear 

Brothers:                           

Another New 

Year has arrived. 

Looking back on 

2016—as many are wont to do—

we can reflect on a wonderful 

year for our Church.  On August 

13
th

, the first mass was 

celebrated, and the Knights were 

there. We had some success at 

several events:  our Annual Ice 

Cream Social for the Parish, our 

Oktoberfest, four of our own 

Pancake Breakfasts plus one for 

the SVDP Angel Tree Project, and 

our participation in the Diocese’s 

Young Men’s Conference.  

 Now is the time to make those 

New Year’s resolutions to carry 

our projects forward with even 

more success.                                                       

Sometimes we become involved 

in our own little world, and we 

forget about others who may 

need our assistance. Why are we 

Knights? I think you might agree 

that the reason is to provide 

assistance to those who may be 

in need.  Every project that we 

attempt will result in helping 

someone somehow. It’s good to 

be a Knight because of all the good that Knights do!  

For those of you who actually read our monthly newsletter 

you may have grown weary of reading my monthly 

admonition to become involved and participate in a project. I 

can’t actually apologize for that because if we don’t have 

volunteers to make our projects happen, we can’t provide the 

assistance that is needed by those “others,” to whom I 

referred above.  

The fact is that it is really easy to volunteer—you can do it 

online if you don’t come to meetings—of course you could 

just show up to a pancake breakfast, enjoy a good breakfast 

of eggs, sausage, pancakes, and coffee and just hang around, 

joining others in conversation to see what’s new. Then you 

could help clean off the tables or sweep the floor.  It might 

cost you a half hour of your time.  There are some of you who 

are former volunteers who have become frustrated that new 

volunteers aren’t showing up regularly, so you’ve given up 

and you don’t come anymore.  What would happen to our 

projects if everyone assumed that attitude?  Indeed, what 

would become of our Council?                                                                                                                     

Happy New Year!                                                                                     

Vivat Jesus!                                                                                                              

Fraternally,  

Jerry Wood                                                                                      

Worthy Grand Knight    

  
 

 

 

 

 

You can buy this product at any Knights‘                                  

event. Pick up a bag at the next Pancake 

Breakfast. 
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Tom Davey 

Knight of the Month 

December2016 

Tom is one of our newest Knights; he made his 

2nd and 3rd Degrees a month after becoming a 

Knight and has participated in nearly every 

Council event since then. Way to go, Tom!  

Susan & SK Vincenzo Cefalu                                                            

                                  

Family of the Month, December 2016       

          

 
Even Grand Knights have a list for Santa! (At 
the risk of injuring Santa’s leg!) 

                        

      

         

Vince and Susan 

are very active in 

our Parish and our 

Council.  Vince 

serves as Outside 

Guard and has 

manned every 

event from 

hanging Christmas 

lights to working 

with the setup and 

preparation crew 

for the Young 

Men’s Conference. 

He also serves as 

an usher. Susan is 

active with St. VdP 

and the Angel Tree 

Project.  
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Saint of the Month 

St. Blaise 

St. Blaise was a physician and Bishop of Sebaste, Armenia. He 

lived in a cave on Mount Argeus and was a healer of men and 

animals. According to legend, sick animals would come to him 

on their own for help, but would never disturb him at prayer. 

Agricola, governor of 

Cappadocia, came to 

Sebaste to persecute 

Christians. His 

huntsmen went into 

the forests of Argeus 

to find wild animals 

for the arena games, 

and found many 

waiting outside 

Blaise's cave. 

Discovered in prayer, 

Blaise was arrested, and Agricola tried to get him to recant 

his faith. While in prison, Blaise ministered to and healed 

fellow prisoners, including saving a child who was choking on 

a fish bone; this led to the blessing of throats on Blaise's feast 

day. 

Thrown into a lake to drown, Blaise stood on the surface and 

invited his persecutors to walk out and prove the power of 

their gods; they drowned. When he returned to land, he was 

martyred by being beaten, his flesh torn with wool combs 

(which led to his association with and patronage of those 

involved in the wool trade), and then beheading. 

Blaise has been extremely popular for centuries in both the 

Eastern and Western Churches and many cures were 

attributed to him, notably that of a child who was suffocating 

through a fish bone being caught in his throat. In 1222 the 

Council of Oxford prohibited servile labor in England on his 

feast. He is one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers. He is invoked 

for all throat afflictions, and on his feast two candles are 

blessed with a prayer that God will free from all such 

afflictions and every ill all those who receive this blessing. 

Patron: Against wild beasts; animals; builders; carvers; 

construction workers; coughs; Dalmatia; Dubrovnik; goiters; 

healthy throats; stonecutters; throat diseases; veterinarians; 

whooping cough; wool-combers; wool weavers. 

Symbols: 2 candles; 2 crossed candles; candle; hermit tending 

wild animals; iron comb; man healing a choking boy; man 

with two candles; wax; wool comb 

— Excerpted from The Church's Year of Grace, Pius Parsch 

 

    St. 
Ansgar 

The "apostle of the 

north" (Scandinavia) 

had enough frustrations 

to become a saint—and 

he did. He became a 

Benedictine at Corbie, 

France, where he had 

been educated. Three 

years later, when the king of Denmark became a convert, 

Ansgar went to that country for three years of missionary 

work, without noticeable success. Sweden asked for Christian 

missionaries, and he went there, suffering capture by pirates 

and other hardships on the way. Less than two years later he 

was recalled, to become abbot of New Corbie (Corvey) and 

bishop of Hamburg. The pope made him legate for the 

Scandinavian missions. Funds for the northern apostolate 

stopped with Emperor Louis's death. After thirteen years' 

St. Blaise, ora pro nobis. 

 St. Ansgar, ora pro nobis. 
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work in Hamburg, Ansgar saw it burned to the ground by 

invading Northmen; Sweden and Denmark returned to 

paganism. 

He directed new apostolic activities in the North, traveling to 

Denmark and being instrumental in the conversion of another 

king. By the strange device of casting lots, the king of Sweden 

allowed the Christian missionaries to return. 

Ansgar's biographers remark that he was an extraordinary 

preacher, a humble and ascetical priest. He was devoted to 

the poor and the sick, imitating the Lord in washing their feet 

and waiting on them at table. He died peacefully at Bremen, 

Germany, without achieving his wish to be a martyr. 

Sweden became pagan again after his death, and remained 

so until the coming of missionaries two centuries later. 

— Excerpted from Saint of the Day, Leonard Foley, O.F.M. 

Patron: Denmark; Scandinavia; Sweden.Symbols: Wearing a 

fur pelise; holding the Cathedral of Hamburg. 

        

 Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr. 

Field Agent, FIC 

(623) 640-0436 Cell 

wes.casaus@kofc.org 

www.azkofcwes.com  

Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD  

Career Opportunity                                                                                

Member of KofC since 2005  

Protecting Catholic families since 1882  

Life Insurance  •  Long-Term Care 
Retirement Annuities  •  Disability 

 

   

Dear Brother Knight: 

As an agent I am often asked by fellow Knights, 
“How much life insurance do I need?” 

This is an important question we all must ask, but 
there is no simple or easy answer. There are 

guidelines and rules-of-thumb floating around, but 
in order to give appropriate advice, I need to know 

and understand your unique situation. 

My role is to spend time listening and learning 
about you, your family, your challenges, your goals, 
your dreams and your aspirations. This is called the 

discovery process. 

While listening, I will ask questions, engage in a 
discussion, and in the process a blueprint for your 

coverage will emerge. 

Together, we will be able to determine not just how 
much life insurance you need, but what specific 

plan is best for you. 

And the process does not end there. Life continues 
to unfold. How many children you have, their 

education horizons, changes in your income—
these and other factors impact your life insurance 

decisions. 

We will plan to review your changing situation at 
regular intervals to be sure your coverage 

continues to meet your needs. In this way, you will 
provide your family with financial security and enjoy 

the peace of mind that comes from that. 

Fraternally yours, 

                                      Wes Casaus    

 

 

https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.azkofcwes.com%252F
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fkofcknights.org%252FAgencySite%252FFAcareerNew.asp%253FGA%253D41
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John Paul II documentary wins Emmy Award 
 
Liberating a Continent: John Paul II and the Fall of 
Communism was honored with two Emmys at the 
58th annual Chicago/Midwest Emmy Awards! 
  
As executive producer of the film, Supreme Knight 
Carl Anderson was honored in the category of 
Outstanding Achievement for Documentary 
Programs – Historical along with the film's 
producers. The film’s director of photography was 
also awarded an Emmy in the category of 
Outstanding Crafts Achievement Off-Air: 
photographer – Program (Non-News). 
  
Check out the full article from the Catholic News 
Agency to read more. For details about the film, 
including ordering information, visit jp2film.com. 

        

Carl Anderson 
Supreme Knight advocates for Middle 

East Christians 

By Michelle Martin 

In order to gain awareness and 

help for Christians whose 

presence has diminished from 

the Middle East at an 

astounding rate, Carl 

Anderson, Supreme Knight of the Knights of Columbus, 

has expanded the charitable efforts of the world’s largest 

Catholic fraternal organization. 

“Our interest in the issue of genocide comes from our 

humanitarian concern for those suffering people and for 

their spiritual and physical well-being,” Anderson said in 

a March 10 statement at the National Press Club. The 

comments followed the release of a nearly 300-page 

report compiled by the Knights of Columbus and an 

organization named In Defense of Christians, which 

called on the U.S. Department of State to designate the 

activities of ISIS against Christians and other ethnic and 

religious minorities as a genocide. 

The Christian population of Iraq is estimated to have 

dropped by 80 percent from the more than 1.4 million 

who lived there before the U.S. invasion in 2003. In 

Syria, the Christian population has dropped from an 

estimated 1.25 million in 2011 to less than 500,000 this 

year, according to ADF International. Many of the 

Christians remaining in those countries have been 

forced from their homes to other regions. 

The report documents murders, torture, kidnapping, rape 

and mass deportation of Christians and others carried 

out by members of the Islamic State in Iraq, Syria and 

Libya. 

That designation of genocide made by Secretary of 

State John Kerry on March 17 was the first such U.S. 

declaration since Sudanese actions in Darfur in 2004. 

It allows the possibility of — but does not require — 

greater resources for the genocide victims. 

Under Anderson’s leadership, the Knights of Columbus 

have raised more than $11 million since 2014 to aid 

refugees in the Middle East, both those internally 

displaced and those who have fled to neighboring 

countries. Anderson personally has testified about the 

plight of Christians in the Middle East in front of a 

congressional subcommittee. 

Anderson, 65, has a history of public service, working at 

the White House under Ronald Reagan and then as a 

member of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. 

But it is for his work on behalf of persecuted Christians 

and other religious minorities in the Middle East that he 

has been honored as a 2016 Catholic of the Year. 

Michelle Martin writes from Illinois. 

 

https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fai360.aristotle.com%252Fpublic%252FAI360EmailTracking%252FClickthrough.aspx%253FcdbID%253Da2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6%2526mactID%253D1e4ecf46-9eb9-4daf-979b-147d735bf247%2526atvID%253Dcd0c6a61-aa70-4ec8-8af2-e25b088faa46
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fai360.aristotle.com%252Fpublic%252FAI360EmailTracking%252FClickthrough.aspx%253FcdbID%253Da2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6%2526mactID%253D1e4ecf46-9eb9-4daf-979b-147d735bf247%2526atvID%253Dcd0c6a61-aa70-4ec8-8af2-e25b088faa46
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fai360.aristotle.com%252Fpublic%252FAI360EmailTracking%252FClickthrough.aspx%253FcdbID%253Da2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6%2526mactID%253Dd4749c2f-70fc-431a-a54b-978393de7662%2526atvID%253Dcd0c6a61-aa70-4ec8-8af2-e25b088faa46
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Figure 1: Just a few of the toys in the Chapel.  Photo: J. Wood 

 
 

Food for the Poor 
Project                                                          
SK Santo Graziano  
 

 This past year we would like to say 

thanks to all our VOLUNTEERS, 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AT ST 

BERNADETTE, ST BARNABAS ON THE DESERT, BLESSED 

SACRAMENT CHURCH and our contributors to this program. 

Without them there would be no program. THANK YOU for 
this past year to PANERA (PARADISE BAKERY), STARBUCKS, 
NEW YORK BAGELS, AND CHOMPIES. With these groups we 
have been able to HELP 98,000 PEOPLE. 
 
WEST SIDE PICKUP: This week we have added a new 
Starbucks on the west side.  Courtney Corgan, Gilbert Reinke 
and Dave Smithwick will be doing this store. We welcome our 
west side people to this program. 
 
Our past year has been full of joy knowing that we have 
helped our brothers and sisters in need. May we continue to 
do our part in the service of others. May we continue to have 
an unselfish look at our world. May we spread positive works 
in the world and keep the negative out of our vocabulary. We 
are the good people of Phoenix and will make it better in the 
coming year. Thank You for your hard would in 2016 
 
We welcome three NEW VOLUNTEERS: Dave Smithwick, 
Gilbert Reinke, and  Steve Kent. May they feel the joy of 
helping the poor in Phoenix.                            
 
 Happy New Year!                                                                                               
Food For The Poor Project Chairpersons,                                                       
Santo/Joan Graziano cell:602-321-1673 

 

Dear Brothers, 

Think about our Council’s 
resolutions for 2017!  Now 
is the time—let’s leave our 
positive influence for the 
next Council to use as a 
model for its continued 
success! 

JTW 

 

Figure 2: Michelle Bucci & helpers prepare for jewelry making. 
Figure 3: Below:  Santa listens to the wishes of a young fellow in 
the Toy-filled Chapel. Photos: J. Wood 
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Figure 1:  One of the many group activities during the very 
successful Young Men’s Conference, 2016. Photo: J. Wood 

 

Figure 2:  SK Vince Cefalu with some Knights from St. Paul's 
Council. Photo: J. Wood 

 

Figure 3:  SKs Vince Cefalu, Dan Conway, and Richard Welp stand at 
the ready before the young men come to have lunch in the 
Ramada. Photo:  J. Wood 

 

 

 

Young Men’s Conference, Dec. 30, 2016 

This past Friday St. Bernadette had the honor and 
pleasure to host the Diocese’s Young Men’s Conference. 
There were 245 young men who spent the day with us. 
There were many inspirational speakers and events for 
the participants. 

Your St. Bernadette Knights of Columbus Council 12164 
played host to this very important diocesan event.  Fr. 
Paul Sullivan, Director of Vocations for the Diocese, was 
very pleased with the event and judged it to be a great 
success.  Although we were the hosts, credit must be 
given to WGK Rich “Dief” Diefendorf, who brought 23 
Knights from St. Paul’s Council to “help” with this event.  
Six of our St. Bernadette Knights there (SKs Vince 
Cefalu, Dan Conway, Mike Smalley, William Torresala, 
Richard Welp,  and Jerry Wood) to provide support to a 
very important project.  It was a learning experience for 
us because the St. Paul’s Council has already handled 
this chore, and they wasted no time putting everything 
together.  

It was a long but very satisfying day.  Many of you were 
away or had to work (it was on a Friday), and we 
certainly missed  you.  Fr. Sullivan was very pleased with 
our facilities, so for those who missed this event, it 
seems certain that we will have future opportunities to 
do this again.  Many of the young men came up to me 
(and others, I’m sure) and expressed their thanks for 
feeding them.  Those smiles and handshakes from 
appreciative, polite young men helped  make the long 
day a very satisfying experience.  

See you next time!     JTW 

Figure 4:  After the young men have their lunch, the preparation 
team has its lunch.  Photo:  J. Wood 
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Pictures 
for 
you…    

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Figure 5: Bicycles waiting for the raffle winners. 

 

 

 

0 Lugay, and Gene Arvizu  

Figure 7: Knights. William, Torresala. Vince Cefalu. 
and Greg Hanss prepare breakfast for the guests. 

Figure 8: PGK Gene Arvizu and Tom Tang take a coffee 
break after early morning preparation for the party. 

Figure 4: Shirley Smalley preps her volunteers with 
prayer and info prior to the young people’s arrival.. 

Figure 9: Diana Flitcroft and Carol Leicht await the guests' 
arrival. 

Figure 6:  A magnificent 
gingerbread house! 
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          Building the  Domestic Church while 

          strengthening our Parish. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

                      

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Third Sunday of every month 
between September and May. 

$5.00              Family:  $15.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Becoming a Knight offers many opportunities 

to serve your Church and your Council. As 

you might note from these pictures, there 

are many activities that the St. Bernadette 

Council provides for its Parish.  Every event 

requires a little time and a little work; each 

event also provides a great deal of 

satisfaction as well as the camaraderie of 

Brother Knights.  We welcome all who wish 

to join us, and we invite those Knights who 

have never served to join us. Volunteers are 

always needed; serve one time, and you’ll 

want to serve again. 
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January 2017

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
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2 
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4 
Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm.. 
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10 11 
Council Meeting  

7:00 pm 
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Pancake 
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Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s Birthday 

17 
 
 

18 
  

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 
 

 

22  

                          
23 

 
 

24 
 
 

25 

 

26 
 

 

27 
  

28 
 

         29 

    
 

         30 

 
 
  

31 

 

1 

 
 
 
 

2 

 

Ground Hog’s 
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Men’s 

Conference 

February 2017 
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 Good of the Order Prayer List—December 2016                          
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families. 

 For the repose of the soul of Beate Schiwek, who passed away on December 10, 
2016.  

 For the repose of the soul of Deacon Jim Mickens, who passed away on November 
20, 2016.  

 Ken McDonald  

 SK Virgil Grzywa. 

 Leon Beshard 

 Serge Romero 

 Ron Angelo 

 For the souls of all those, whose lives were taken by terrorists. 

 For the safety and good health of all our military, police, and fire fighters. 

 For the good health of all Knights and their families. 
 

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2016-17 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        SK  Jerry Wood       602-568-2779        1
st

 Degree Team   SK Dan Conway        480-368-1427                                     

Chaplain                Fr. Peter Rossa            480-905-0221        Blood Drive           Dennis Logue           602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight   Conrad Franks             623-628-6392        Oktoberfest          SK Gene Arvizu          480-272-9442        

Chancellor            SK David Wagner         414-828-4471       Social Committee SK Larry Bramanti   602-404-7692   

Financial Sec.       SK Michael Smalley     602-799-2256        Italian Dinner        Chair needed                                                  

Treasurer              SK Richard Welp           602-826-1241      Food for the Poor SK Santo Granziano 602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460       Tootsie Roll Drive SK Roberto Pastrana  480-323-0479                                                                                                         

Advocate               Dennis Logue               602-595-1460       Rosary Sunday      Chair needed                                               

Warden                 SK Don Tellis                 602-370-3271      Free Throw Contest    Conrad Franks     623-628-6392                                      

Inside Guard         SK John Young               623-628-6392                                                                                                                 

Outside Guard     SK Vince Cefalu            480-525-0671       Golf Tournament   SK Mike Miller, SK Lou DeLuco,                                                                                                            

3yr Trustee           SK Gene Arvizu             480-776-4794                                        SK Richard Welp                                                                  

2yr Trustee           SK Roberto Pastrana   480-323-0479                                                                                                                         

1yr Trustee           SK Lou DeLuco               480-948-5238       Webmaster           SK Roberto Pastrana                                                                

               Editor                     SK Jerry Wood         
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St. Bernadette Council 

12164 

16245 N. 60th Street   

Scottsdale, AZ 85254  

Phone: 

(480) 905-0221 

Fax:(480)905-0249 

 

Le Chevalier 

 

We’re on the Web!                      

See us at: 

www.kofc12164.org  

 

 

St. Bernadette Council 12164                                                                                                                                 

Knights of Columbus                                                                                                                                             

16245 N. 60th Street                                                                                                                      

Scottsdale, AZ   85254 

 

 

 

NAME                                                                                                                 

Street Address                                                                                                                                                   

Address 2                                                                                                                                                                         

City, St. Zip Code 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Bernadette, oro pro nobis! 

http://www.kofc12164.com/

