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Grand Knight’s 
Message                                     
WGK Jerry Wood 
My                       

My Dear 

Brothers:                           

In the Middle 

Ages every city 

or village in 

Europe had at its center a church 

or a cathedral.  They are still 

there today.  The center of town. 

That’s where the people 

gathered to worship; their 

markets were there; the city hall 

was there as well.  Those town 

centers held everything that was 

important to the people of the 

towns:  worship, commerce, legal 

matters social events.                                                           

There were holiday festivals 

celebrated at the church. They 

didn’t have Knights of Columbus 

Halls or even Parish Halls, but the 

church provided a great many of 

the social activities. The church 

was the place for socializing as 

well as spiritual nourishing.                                                                  

What has changed today? The 

churches aren’t necessarily 

located in the town center—

although many still are.  Think 

about it: The church still offers 

much socializing activity.  After 

nearly every mass there is coffee 

and donuts or some other kind of 

hospitality the year ‘round.  We 

offer our pancake breakfasts 

from September to May on the third Sunday.  When you 

think about it, we have ample opportunities to socialize with 

the same people, with whom we pray.  Who could be better? 

These are activities in which we can easily participate:  We’re 

already there for mass! Why not join friends for a bite to eat 

and some friendly conversation?  These are also excellent 

opportunities to meet new parishioners. No wonder the 

Medieval churches were located in the town center!                                               

Sometimes those folks had to come back to the town center 

for festivals.  If you haven’t noticed, our church has 

celebrations and various kinds of festivals for which we must 

return.  We St. Bernadette Knights offer such events as our 

Ice Cream Social, Oktoberfest, and our Italian Dinner to which 

the folks can “return.”  Actually, if one attends 5:00 mass on 

Saturday, one is already present for even these events. 

Perhaps even more important, attending the social events 

helps to strengthen our community. We can get to know each 

other better while enjoying ourselves together.  We can learn 

each other’s names instead of referring to “the guy in the 

green jacket who always serves as an usher,” or “that nice 

family with the three little girls.”                                                                  

Invite someone you don’t know to join you for a cup of coffee 

and a donut, a pancake breakfast, or for one of the many 

events sponsored by our church.  We’ve built our beautiful 

new church building; let’s build our community as well.                                                     

Vivat Jesus!                                                                                                              

Fraternally,  

Jerry Wood                                                                                      

Worthy Grand Knight    

  
 

 

 

 

You can buy this product at any Knights‘                                  

event. Pick up a bag at the next Pancake 

Breakfast. 

 

St. Bernadette 

Council 12164 

480-905-0221 
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Frederick Brillas                                                                                                                                                                   

Louis Deluco                                                                                                                                                                    

Gene Loven                                                                                                                                                                      

Guillermo Merino                                                                                                                                                                   

Bill Polcyn                                                                                                                                                                     

Frank Scarpone                                                                                                                                                                  

Michael Smalley                                                                                                                                                                

Chris Smith 

 

 

 

Daniel Conway 

Knight of the Month 

January 2017 

                                                                        

William & Carol Leicht   

Family of the Month 

January 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karla and Gene Arvizu                                              

Family of the Month 

October 2016 

          

 

Fr. Ed and Dcn. Al are joined by (L-R) SK Jerry Wood, SK Vince Cefalu, CC Jeff Pinto, 
CC Larry Bleichroth, SK John Young, and SK Richard Welp at the Mass for the Unborn, 
January 23, 2017.  Photo: D. Homiski 
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Saint of the Month 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

(August 28, 1774 – January 4, 1821) 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton’s Story 

Mother Seton is one of the keystones of the American 
Catholic Church. She founded the first American 
religious community for women, the Sisters of Charity. 
She opened the first American parish school and 
established the first American Catholic orphanage. All 
this she did in the span of 46 years while raising her five 
children. 

Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton is a true daughter of the 
American Revolution, born August 28, 1774, just two 
years before the Declaration of Independence. By birth 
and marriage, she was linked to the first families of New 
York and enjoyed the fruits of high society. Reared a 
staunch Episcopalian, she learned the value of prayer, 
Scripture and a nightly examination of conscience. Her 
father, Dr. Richard Bayley, did not have much use for 
churches but was a great humanitarian, teaching his 
daughter to love and serve others. 

The early deaths of her mother in 1777 and her baby 
sister in 1778 gave Elizabeth a feel for eternity and the 
temporariness of the pilgrim life on earth. Far from 
being brooding and sullen, she faced each new 
“holocaust,” as she put it, with hopeful cheerfulness. 

At 19, Elizabeth was the belle of New York and married 
a handsome, wealthy businessman, William Magee 
Seton. They had five children before his business failed 
and he died of tuberculosis. At 30, Elizabeth was 
widowed, penniless, with five small children to support. 

While in Italy with her dying husband, Elizabeth 
witnessed Catholicity in action through family friends. 
Three basic points led her to become a Catholic: belief 
in the Real Presence, devotion to the Blessed Mother 
and conviction that the Catholic Church led back to the 
apostles and to Christ. Many of her family and friends 
rejected her when she be-came a Catholic in March 
1805. 

To support 
her children, 
she opened a 
school in 
Baltimore. 
From the 
beginning, 
her group 
followed the 
lines 
of a 
religious community, which was officially founded in 
1809. 

The thousand or more letters of Mother Seton reveal 
the development of her spiritual life from ordinary 
goodness to heroic sanctity. She suffered great trials of 
sickness, misunderstanding, the death of loved ones 
(her husband and two young daughters) and the 
heartache of a wayward son. She died January 4, 1821, 
and became the first American-born citizen to be 
beatified (1963) and then canonized (1975). She is 
buried in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

 

Reflection 

Elizabeth Seton had no extraordinary gifts. She was not 
a mystic or stigmatic. She did not prophesy or speak in 
tongues. She had two great devotions: abandonment to 
the will of God and an ardent love for the Blessed 
Sacrament. She wrote to a friend, Julia Scott, that she 
would prefer to exchange the world for a “cave or a 
desert.” “But God has given me a great deal to do, and I 
have always and hope always to prefer his will to every 
wish of my own.” Her brand of sanctity is open to 
everyone if we love God and do his will. 

 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton is the Patron Saint of: 

Catholic School 
Loss of Parents 

 

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, ora pro nobis. 
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 Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr. 

Field Agent, FIC 

(623) 640-0436 Cell 

wes.casaus@kofc.org 

www.azkofcwes.com  

Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD  

Career Opportunity                                                                                

Member of KofC since 2005  

Protecting Catholic families since 1882  

Life Insurance  •  Long-Term Care 
Retirement Annuities  •  Disability 

 

   

        

My dear Brothers: 

There are a few more items that you need to know about, 
so I will add these few words to insure that you are 
informed. 

The First issue we have is that we’ve been asked to provide 
Fish Fry dinners during all the Fridays in Lent.  This is an 
admirable but very challenging undertaking.  We are 
actively searching for Knights and members of their 
families who will participate in this project.  There will 
certainly be more details forthcoming, but we are in the 
infancy of our planning.   

The time factor is very important:  At the moment, it looks 
as if the Fish Fry itself will begin at 4:30 PM, beginning on 
Friday, March 3rd. and continuing through April 7th. April 
14th is Good Friday.  The Fish Fry Dinner will be followed 
by a Rosary at 6:30 PM, and then the Stations of the Cross 
will complete the evening at 7:00 PM. 

 As you can see, each of the six Fridays will be complete 

evenings, beginning with fellowship at the dinner table and 

ending with prayer.  Such an evening will provide all 

parishioners the opportunity to take part in the kinds of social 

and prayerful activities to which I referred in my message to 

you on page 1 of this newsletter.  If any of you have 

experience with organizing a Fish Fry, please join us at next 

week’s Council Meeting.   

Additionally, Brother Rich Diefendorf, Grand Knight of the 

St. Paul Council, will be there to provide information to us 

regarding an evening of Bingo during our Italian Dinner on 

April 29
th

. 

As you can see, your council is very active, and we need you 

to join us. 

Please note also that there is an article taken from the 

CatholicVote.org website on page 9.  It addresses the recent 

Presidential Executive Order regarding immigration.  It is very 

informative.   

God bless all of you.                                                                                 

JTW 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

Tumultuous 2016 

St. Teresa, Mother Angelica and Donald Trump top 

the Register’s headlines 

The Editors 

In a decisive electoral victory over Democratic [sic] favorite 

Hillary Clinton, Republican businessman Donald Trump 

became the 45th president of the United States. Trump used 

a populist message — exemplified by his famous campaign 

slogan, “Make America Great Again” — to appeal to voters 

disaffected by governmental overreach and inertia, poor 

economic prospects and grave diplomatic missteps. Trump 

won more than 300 electoral votes and nearly every swing 

state in the Midwest, and Catholics were crucial to his 

triumph as he captured a solid majority of the Catholic vote. 

  

The Easter Sunday death of beloved EWTN foundress Mother 

Mary Angelica, the Supreme Court’s unanimous decision to 

rescind the HHS mandate to allow the Little Sisters of the 

Poor to practice their faith without government interference, 

https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.azkofcwes.com%252F
https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fkofcknights.org%252FAgencySite%252FFAcareerNew.asp%253FGA%253D41
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and the September canonization of Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

were among the many high points in a most tumultuous 

2016. 

  

The year also brought the extraordinary moments of World 

Youth Day in Kraków, Poland, when more than a million 

young people shared several days with Pope Francis and were 

reminded of the power of Divine Mercy and the spiritual 

legacy of Pope St. John Paul II. 

  

Pope Francis brought an end to the Jubilee Year of Mercy but 

continued to preach mercy. He stressed mercy in his world 

travels, visiting Mexico, Greece, Armenia, Georgia and 

Azerbaijan and Sweden. He also sparked much controversy 

with his apostolic exhortation on the family. 

  

Tragically, it was another year of intense suffering for 

Christians around the world, especially in the Middle East. 

Martyrdom for Christians continued, with the brutal murders 

of four of Mother Teresa’s sisters in Yemen and of Father 

Jacques Hamel while he was saying Mass in France.  From The 

National Catholic Register. 

 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Food for the Poor Project                                                          
SK Santo Graziano  
 

 This past year we would like to say thanks to all our 

VOLUNTEERS, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AT ST BERNADETTE, 

Food for the Poor Project 
Good day to all volunteers, Knights of 

Columbus, Saint Barnabas On the  

Desert Church:      What great work 

you are all doing for the work of the 

poor in Phoenix. We appreciate all 

your hard work. Most of you volunteer 

once a month. Some of you do much 

more than that, and we thank you. I 

am looking for about FOUR people to volunteer to be on a 

COMMITTEE that would help oversee this program. This 

program has to be PERPETUAL, and for this to happen, we 

need some people to spend few more hours . We cannot 

keep this program going without a committee core. Things 

are fine now, but we are looking to the FUTURE. Like a good 

painter who preps a building to be ready before he paints, 

taps area where the trim is and sands wooded trim, and 

when that is done, he can paint and it goes very fast. What I 

need are some people who will be willing to do the prep 

work. We only need FOUR. 

 
 Something to think about:  What I desire to do and is not 
beyond my ability to achieve. Self-doubt may arise; yet if I 
don't try, I will never know what I am capable of achieving. 
Three years ago many people said this could not be done, but  
we are still here almost three years into the program. Please 
consider volunteering to be on a committee of four people. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: Three year anniversary lunch, awards, 
and door prizes in April. 
 
 REMEMBER: mark your calendar and smart phones with the 
days you work. Check your route; we have FOUR different 
groups going out to serve the poor. 
 
Food For The Poor Project Chairpersons,                                                       
Santo/Joan Graziano                                            
cell:602-321-1673 
 

 
 St. Valentine, ora pro nobis! 

                                                                            

Sign up to donate blood after all masses 

At the Knights of Columbus Blood 

Drive on Sunday morning 

Date:  February 19, 2017                                   

You don’t have to be a doctor  

               To save lives: Just donate Blood.  

                              

 

SK Santo Graziano 
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Pictures for you…    

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Young ladies warm up for 
the Free Throw Contest.  Photo: 
J.Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Contestants gather for the Free throw 
Contest on January 29, 2017. Photo: J. Wood 

                              Leader’s Prayer 

Dear Lord, give us a spirit of self-sacrifice so that we may 

offer everything for Your cause, including our time and our 

abilities. Instill in us courage in our initiatives, good 

judgment in our choice of the right means and that 

determination which in spite of failures assures victory. 

Move away from us the tiny rivalries, sensitivities, 

discourtesies, pride, everything that detracts from You, 

everything that divides or discourages. 

Help us maintain at a high level a meaningful supernatural 

and mutual charity among ourselves, so that each one will 

seek by preference the most humble tasks and will rejoice 

at the good performed by others, so that our spirits, united 

in a common purpose, will have one single spirit:  Yours, 

Jesus. And may this spirit let us see Your warm accents in 

all our words, and in our lives something superior to the 

world, something that proclaims Your Living Presence 

among us.  We make our prayer through Christ our Lord.  

Amen 



Volume 2 Issue 8                                                                                                                                 Le Chevalier February 2017 p.7 
 

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
Buildi
ng the Domestic Church while 
          strengthening our Parish. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

                      

 

 

 

 
 

 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Third Sunday of every month 
between September and May. 

$5.00              Family:  $15.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Becoming a Knight offers many opportunities 

to serve your Church and your Council. As 

you might note from these pictures, there 

are many activities that the St. Bernadette 

Council provides for its Parish.  Every event 

requires a little time and a little work; each 

event also provides a great deal of 

satisfaction as well as the camaraderie of 

Brother Knights.  We welcome all who wish 

to join us, and we invite those Knights who 

have never served to join us. Volunteers are 

always needed; serve one time, and you’ll 

want to serve again. 
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February 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
 
  
 

30 
 
 
 

31 
 

1 
Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm 

2 
Ground Hog’s 

Day 

 

3 
 

4 
Catholic 
Men’s 

Conference 

5 
 
 

6 

 
 
 
 

7 8 
Council Meeting  

7:00 pm 

9 

 

10 
Priests’ 

Appreciation 
Dinner 

11 
 

12 
 

Lincoln’s 
Birthday 

 

13  
 
 

14 

 
Valentine’s Day 

15 
  

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 
 

 

19  

                         
Pancake 

Breakfast   

20 

 
Presidents’ Day 

21 
 
 

22 

Washington’s 
Birthday 
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         27 
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March 2017 
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President Trump has pledged to do what is necessary to 

keep America safe. 

Some Catholics, including several bishops, believe President 

Trump’s recent Executive Order goes too far, is contrary to 

our principles, and in some cases, is immoral.  

So who is 

right?                                                                                                    

         First, we urge you to start with understanding of exactly 

what the recent Executive Order actually does -- and does not 

do. A story by Tim Carney at the Washington Examiner from 

today’s Loop is a good start.  

         Secondly, unlike most of the shouting on the Internet 

now underway, perhaps we could begin by assuming some 

goodwill among people on both sides of this issue. To start, 

President Trump did NOT sign a ‘Muslim ban’ or anything like 

it. He has pledged to protect America, and justifiably so, given 

the threat of terrorism here and around the world. He has 

not signaled a permanent change to our history as a nation 

that welcomes immigrants, or a country that can, and should, 

be a place of refuge for those fleeing persecution, war, or 

simply a better life.  

...yet he has suspended refugee programs for 90 days from 7 

different countries with terrorist connections -- to review the 

vetting process.  

           In fairness, we should also assume goodwill on the part 

of those opposed to the Executive Order -- at least for those 

not attempting to score cheap political points. Many well-

intentioned opponents are not acting to make America less 

safe, or more vulnerable to terrorism. There are people of 

goodwill with legitimate concerns that the Executive Order 

may result in harm to vulnerable people attempting to flee 

persecution and violence. Imagine, for example, if you were a 

Christian family wanting to flee your country to protect your 

children from the bloody hands of ISIS.  

How should Catholics respond?  

        At the center of the recent order is a federal government 

process which we are not qualified to evaluate, namely, the 

‘vetting’ of refugees. Is the process working? Is it safe? Is the 

information provided by the countries of origin reliable?  

President Trump is clearly skeptical. And he believes the best 

way to get it right is to place a pause on all refugees from 

these seven countries for 90 days -- similar to what President 

Obama did in 2011, with refugees from Iraq -- where the 

loudest opponents of Trump today were noticeably silent.  

 

Opponents point to those caught in the crossfire, such as 

students, families, or Muslims working with our military who 

were implicated by the temporary suspension. Further 

revisions to the executive order might be required to 

accommodate certain circumstances.   

 

Quite often, when confronted by difficult political questions, 

we return to the Catechism for guidance. Here again are the 

relevant portions on this issue.  

 

Be sure to read both paragraphs: 

CCC 2241 “The more prosperous nations are obliged, to the 

extent they are able, to welcome the foreigner in search of 

the security and the means of livelihood which he cannot find 

in his country of origin. Public authorities should see to it that 

the natural right is respected that places a guest under the 

protection of those who receive him.  

 

Political authorities, for the sake of the common good for 

which they are responsible, may make the exercise of the 

right to immigrate subject to various juridical conditions, 

especially with regard to the immigrants’ duties toward their 

country of adoption. Immigrants are obliged to respect with 

gratitude the material and spiritual heritage of the country 

that receives them, to obey its laws and to assist in carrying 

civic burdens.” 

So what is our take?  

 

A terrorist attack on American soil, like those in Europe, 

perpetrated by terrorists who exploit refugee programs is not 

an imaginary threat. For this reason, we are inclined to defer 

to the President and allow him to make certain that the 

vetting process is working properly during the next 90 days.  

 

We also are hopeful, and confident, that once this review is 

completed, refugees from these countries can begin anew.  

 

America must continue to be a land that welcomes all people 

yearning to breathe free.  

 

Doing so responsibly has never been easy.                                                 

This article appeared at CatholicVote.org.

 

https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Femail.vervemail.com%252Fct%252F50302320%253A6uhgJxmN4%253Am%253A1%253A1103452380%253AF92F86FDB44358F227F1CB4624F53B14%253Ar
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 Good of the Order Prayer List—January 2017                          
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families. 

 Ken McDonald  

 SK Virgil Grzywa. 

 Serge Romero 

 DD John McNulty and his family. 

 Al and Johnna Minetti 

 Ric Fichera 

 For the souls of all those, whose lives were taken by terrorists. 

 For the safety and good health of all our military, police, and fire fighters. 

 For the good health of all Knights and their families and our own Knights who 
continue to find the strength to keep coming out to do God’s will. 

 

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2016-17 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        SK  Jerry Wood       602-568-2779        1
st

 Degree Team   SK Dan Conway        480-368-1427                                     

Chaplain                Fr. Peter Rossa            480-905-0221        Blood Drive           Dennis Logue           602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight   Conrad Franks             623-628-6392        Oktoberfest          SK Gene Arvizu          480-272-9442        

Chancellor            SK David Wagner         414-828-4471       Social Committee SK Larry Bramanti   602-404-7692   

Financial Sec.       SK Michael Smalley     602-799-2256        Italian Dinner        William Torresala                                                  

Treasurer              SK Richard Welp           602-826-1241      Food for the Poor SK Santo Granziano 602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460       Tootsie Roll Drive SK Roberto Pastrana  480-323-0479                                                                                                         

Advocate               Dennis Logue               602-595-1460       Rosary Sunday      Chair needed                                               

Warden                 SK Don Tellis                 602-370-3271      Free Throw Contest   Conrad Franks     623-628-6392                                                                                                            

Inside Guard         SK John Young               623-628-6392                                                                                                          

Outside Guard     SK Vince Cefalu            480-525-0671       Golf Tournament   SK Mike Miller, SK Lou DeLuco,                                                                                                            

3yr Trustee           SK Gene Arvizu             480-776-4794                           SK Richard Welp                                                                  

2yr Trustee           SK Roberto Pastrana   480-323-0479                                                                                                                         

1yr Trustee           SK Lou DeLuco               480-948-5238       Webmaster           SK Roberto Pastrana                                                                

               Editor                     SK Jerry Wood         
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St. Bernadette Council 

12164 

16245 N. 60th Street   

Scottsdale, AZ 85254  

Phone: 

(480) 905-0221 

Fax:(480)905-0249 

 

Le Chevalier 

 

We’re on the Web!                      

See us at: 

www.kofc12164.org  

 

 

St. Bernadette Council 12164                                                                                                                                 

Knights of Columbus                                                                                                                                             

16245 N. 60th Street                                                                                                                      

Scottsdale, AZ   85254 

 

 

 

NAME                                                                                                                 

Street Address                                                                                                                                                   

Address 2                                                                                                                                                                         

City, St. Zip Code 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Bernadette, oro pro nobis! 

http://www.kofc12164.com/

