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Grand Knight’s
Message

WGK Richard Welp

My

DearBrothers:

As we enter Advent
—we have muchto
be Thankful for.

Thank Youto all who partidpated on
ourParishand Coundl Eventsin
November.

Hats offto JerryWood whoagainled
ourVeterans Day Mass Honoring our
Military, Firefighters, First
Responders and Police. Our4™
Degree Knights were also presentin
Regalia. Thankyou to them.

Ourown Santo Grazianowas
honored bybeing the Viet Nam
representative inthe Phoenix
Veterans DayParade. Santowas
honored for his service in the military
and his leadership inthe “Food for
the PoorProject”. Thank you Santo
and thank you to all Knights who
participate in this GREAT AND
GIVING PROJECT.

Our monthly Pancake Breakfast was
held November 18,2018 — Thanks
Tonylugayandteam.

Dan Conway presented and managed
the sale of StJoseph Sunday Missals.
Dan acquiredthe Missals. They were
very popular and sold out on the
weekend of November 24-25. The
missals cover Sundayand Holy Day
readings forthe liturgicalyear
beginning December 2,2018. More
missals have beenordered and will
be availableinthe comingweeks. If

you did notgetyours, there willbe more coming.

We are always lookingforideasto supportourfaithand
parish. Anyideas? Please contactmeoroneofour
Officers.

Upcomingin December

e  ChristmasLights - lighting up our Parish Grounds
-December1™.

e Angel Tree Celebration—December 15- Led by
Parishand SVDP —Knights will provide Pancakes
forattendees andvolunteers. 200-250
individuals are projected to attend. Santa will be
presentwitha (surprise)Knightas Santa. As
previously communicated, Our Council hasthe
opportunityto contribute to the Angel Tree
success through cash donations to be used for
the purchase ofbikes. Youcanmakeacheck
payable to St. Bernadette, i ndicate Knights of
Columbus - Bikeson the memo line and deliver
them to the parish office BY December 10. Stay
tuned fortheresults. And THANKYOU to all
contributors.

e OnDecember30the Diocese of Phoenixwillbe
holdingthe annual”Young Men’s Conference” at
StBernadette’s. Thisisthe 3™ yeartheeventis
being heldatStBernadette. Youngmenfrom
acrossthe Diocese will be present for meetings,
prayerandmass. Knights of Columbus from St
Paul’s willbe present to prepare and feed the
attendees. YOU CAN ASSIST AS VOLUNTEERS TO
HELP SERVE. WATCH FOR AFUTURE REQUEST
FOR HELP.

Have a Merryand Blessed Christmas

Hope to seeyouatour monthly meetings

God Bless You All

Vivat Jesus
SK Dick Welp

Grand Knight

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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SK Santo and Joan

Granziano, Family of the SK Jerry Wood
Month, November 2018 Knight Of the Month
November 2018

Christ in

Sliveas]
Happy P W
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blessed holiday!

Robert Cordaro ZWANLCOM
Kerry Dillon

Laurent Francoise
Roberto Pastrana
Tom Putz

Peter Rossa Jr.
Frederick Stanek
Don Tellis

Jon Westenelt
Joseph Wurtenberger

December 2018
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Saint of the Month
Saint Nicholas

(March 15, 270 — December 6, 343)

Saint Nicholas’ Story

The absence of the “hard facts” of
history is not necessarily an obstacle to
the popularity of saints, as the devotion
to Saint Nicholas shows. Both the
Eastern and Western Churches honor
him, and itis claimed that after the
Blessed Virgin, he is the saint most
pictured by Christian artists. And yet
historically, we can pinpoint only the fact
that Nicholas was the fourth-century
bishop of Myra, a city in Lycia, a
province of Asia Minor.

As with many of the saints, however, we
are able to capture the relationship
which Nicholas had with God through
the admiration which Christians have
had for him—an admiration expressed
in the colorful stories which have been t
old and retold through the centuries.

Perhaps the best-known story about
Nicholas concerns his charity toward a
poor man who was unable to provide
dowries for his three daughters of
marriageable age. Rather than see them
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forced into
prostitution,
Nicholas
secretly
tossed a bag
of gold
through the
poor man’s
window on
three
separate
occasions,
thus enabling
the
daughters to
be married.

Over the  St, Nicholas, ora pro nobis!
centuries,

this

particular legend evolved into the
custom of gift-giving on the saint’s feast.
In the English-speaking countries, Saint
Nicholas became, by a twist of the
tongue, Santa Claus—further expanding
the example of generosity portrayed by
this holy bishop.

Reflection

The critical eye of modern history makes
us take a deeper look at the legends
surrounding Saint Nicholas. But perhaps
we can utilize the lesson taught by his
legendary charity, look deeper at our
approach to material goods in the
Christmas season, and seek ways to
extend our sharing to those in real need.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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President Trump Issues New
Rule to Protect Americans

From Funding Abortions Under

Obamacare

The Trump administration todayissueda new rule designed
to protect Americans from being forced to pay for abortions

under Obamacare.

Today the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
issueda new rule directinginsurers sellingObamacareplans
that cover elective abortionto collecta separate payment
from enrollees for that coverage, as required by law. Under
the Obama administration,insurers wereallowed to collect
these payments together inviolation of clear statutory
language.

In 2018, taxpayer-funded Obamacareinsuranceplansin 24
states and the District of Columbia areallowed to cover
elective abortion with an embedded abortionsurcharge.In
10 of those states more than 85 percent of Obamacareplans
cover abortion on demand, including seven states where
every single Obamacareplanforindividualsand families

covers elective abortion.

Here’s more:
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SUPPORTING LIFE AT EVERY STAGE

AZ 2017-18

The Centers for Medicareand Medicaid Services released a
proposal Wednesday to ensure that Obamacareplans, which
the federal government subsidizes, collectseparate funds

when their policies includeabortion coverage.

The Trump administrationis setto ramp up enforcement of
rules againstObamacare plans payingfor abortions.

The Centers for Medicareand Medicaid Services released a
proposal Wednesday to ensure that Obamacareplans, which
the federal government subsidizes, collectseparatefunds

when their policies includeabortion coverage.

The ruleis likely to provoke a clash with states such as
California and Oregon, which obligateall insurersto cover
abortions.Italsois likelyto receive backlash from Democrats,
who refused to support a bill toshoreup Obamacareearlier
this year becauseit contained languagethat would have
restricted the fundingfrom going toward paying for medical

plans thatprovideabortions.

National Rightto Life applauded the new rulein statements

sent to LifeNews.
St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/11/09/2018-24504/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-exchange-program-integrity
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/111/hr3590/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/111/hr3590/text
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/healthcare/abortion-language-threatens-to-derail-obamacare-funding
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/healthcare/patty-murray-blocks-obamacare-bill-from-spending-package
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/healthcare/patty-murray-blocks-obamacare-bill-from-spending-package
https://lifenews-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/donaldtrump2.jpg
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“Whileonly comprehensive legislativereformcan cure the
multipleabortion-expanding components of Obamacare,
today’s proposed rulefrom the Trump Administrationsends a
strong message that the federal government ought to get out
of the business of payingforabortion until Obamacarecan be
replaced,” said Jennifer Popik,J.D., National Rightto Life

legislativedirector.

National Rightto Life President Carol Tobias added, “We
applaud President Trump and his administration for enforcing
the lawand seekingto upholdthe principles of the Hyde
Amendment to prevent the use of tax dollarsto payfor

abortion coverage.”

Another leading pro-lifegroup praised the Trump

administration forissuingthenew rule.

“We thank President Trump and HHS Secretary Azar for
enforcingthe lawand providing much-needed transparency
about Obamacare’s abortion coverage,” said SBA List

President Marjorie Dannenfelser,in remarks to LifeNews.

She added: “Obamacare was the largestexpansion of
taxpayer-funded abortion on demand sinceRoe. Then, the
Obama administration wenteven further by allowinginsurers
to ignorethe plainlanguageofthe lawthat saidanabortion
surchargehadto be collected separately. Instead, the Obama
administration allowed the “separate” abortion surchargeto
be collected along with regular premiums, effectively defining
‘separate’ to mean ‘together.” Thanks to this trickery, millions
of Americans have unwittingly purchased plans without
knowing about the hidden abortion surcharge. Consumers
deserve to know how Obamacare pays for abortion so they
canavoid havingtheir hard-earned dollarsused to fund the
destruction of innocent lives. Congress must still actto
eliminateabortion fundingfrom Obamacare, but until then,
the ruleissued todayis animportantstep in the right

direction.”
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3 was in prison and you came to visit me.
When 7 feel the limits of my life,

I think of the fiope brought to the
World on Chiristmas Day.

I reflect...on fiow 7 can bring

that hope to those in need.

Mr. Wes Casaus, Sr.

Field Agent, FIC

(623) 640-0436 Cell
wes.casaus@kofc.org

_ www.azkofcwes.com
Member since 2005, PGK, PFN, FDD

Career Opportunity Member of KofC since 2005

Knights of Columbus I ]
INSURANCE ({

YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE

Food for the Poor Project
Good week to all our wlunteers, 1would like to say
Happy Thanksgiving to your family and the family of the
homeless in Phoenix . Our wlunteers are helping six
days a week. We give thanks for the new day. We will fill
it with love, joy, and senice. We give thanks for the
infinite wisdom that is guiding and directing us in all that
we think, do and say in helping the less fortunate in
Phoenix. We are blessed with
prosperity and help share that with
all humankind. We enfold each task
with thoughts of love, order, and
perfection. We are all channel for
blessings and spread that with our
brothers and sisters at St Vincent
De Paul. The new December and
January schedule came out last
week; please note the days you are volunteering.

Santo Graziano

Happy Thanksgiving to all good people!

Santo Graziano Cell:602-321-

1673

Larry Brainard 2

Robert and Jackie Franciosi < W

Mike and Susan Dalton &
7 N

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fkofcknights.org%252FAgencySite%252FFAcareerNew.asp%253FGA%253D41
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CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY

Monthly Pancake Breakfast

Third Sunday of every month
between September and May
$5.00 Family: $15.00

Join us in the Parish Hall! Building the Domestic Church Church
Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and while strengthening our Parish.

Sausage!

December 16th

With Santa Claus!

Grotto on the campus of Mount St.John, Bergamo,
Beavercreek, Ohio

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Pictures for you

./"/ —— —

Figure 1: CC SK Larry Bleichroth leads the
procession from the church afterthe
Veterans' Day Mass.

A message from Brother Knights in Germany
My dear Brothers

| published this Christmas story last year in our December
edition, and | like it so much that | hoped you might enjoy
reading it again. JTW

The Christmas story below was written by our Brother, Hans-
Georg Pesch, who serves as the Prior of the Confraternity of
the Knights of Ss. Peter and Paul in Lower Saxony, Germany:

Dear Sisters, Brothers, and friends,

The time of peace and tranquility has come at the end of
a successful year of our Brotherhood of Knights of St.
Peter & St. Paul. The days have become shorter and it
gets dark earlier. This time is reminding us to shorten
our steps and to come to rest in our hearts.

I would like to tell a little story for those whose success
with allowing inner peace and serenity to return hasn’t
been totally fruitful.
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Figure 2: SCPO John Altmann, USN (retired)
proclaims the Word of the Lord at the
Veterans' Day Mass.

Dialogue with a Christmas tree!

As in previous years, after dark | went through the
streets of our town and watched the hustle and bustle of
the people. Occasionally, | was with friends on the way
to chop down a tree, and if it was especially cold, to
drink mulled wine. | often watched when the trees were
cut and regretted it: because, for me, they were living
things, which lost their lives for a few days of Christmas
perhaps until New Year's Day.

So | sat quietly absorbed in my own thoughts, when | felt
a soft wice in me.

"Why so sad, my friend?"

At first | couldn’t tell who had spoken to me and looked

around, to see which of the many people had spoken to
me. For sure they were busy with chopping down trees

or drinking mulled wine with their friends. They couldn’t

have spoken to me.

Nearby, | discovered a beautifully grown fir. Its branches
were spread from the top to the lower branches in a
beautifully shaped, symmetrical waffle pattern.

"I'm the one who had asked you about your sadness,"
said the fir, "Now tell me about your grief."

"I'm sad that you have to lose your life for one season of
Christmas," | replied. "It's bad enough that we humans
too often thoughtlessly deal with nature, including you--

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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and that only for a few days. Where is the sense in this
painful matter?"

"Please, do not grieve because we serve you. We were
grown in nurseries just for this time, in order to brighten
the dark days through our green, our aroma, as well as
the lights with which you decorate us. Look, it's better to
set us up in your good homes and decorate us rather
than those artificial and harmful Christmas trees made of
plastic, which are very harmful to nature, as well as to
us. Even if we have to die here, we are engaged in the
eternal cycle of life. To be and to depart—and again to
be. This is our nature, which must be followed, and also
ultimately applies to everything that lives. So also to you.

“Also we remind you, that nature takes its time to sleep
and to awaken in the spring. We are the hope for growth
and the emergence of the new life of the coming spring
during these high holy days also. The lights with which
you decorate us, to you, who are looking for the light
during the dark period, show that the light that lit your
homes, howeer, is even present in you.

“So, the way you decorate us, so are you also in your
heart. We go outside the symbolic medium, and no
artificial Christmas tree can achieve that, my friend.

“For this reason, we are also not grieved if we have to
die, for we are intended to serve you; we do so with
great pleasure, and in the knowledge that we rise anew
and grow, perhaps ewven in the next year to delight you
once more and to kindle the lights in your hearts."

After | had heard the fir tree’s words, | felt a little easier
in my heart because | had well understood the deeper
meaning in the short life of a Christmas tree and thanked
it for enlightening me. And | began to hope that | would
find this fir again next Christmas.

Now, after this conversation, | will go with an especially
big heart through the streets of our city and look at every
light-filled window and ewery Christmas tree on the
squares and gardens in silence and bring the words of
the fir tree with its waffle pattern into memory and with
joy in all contemplation
celebrate Christmas.

I wish all of you a Merry
Christmas and a very happy
New Year, Dear Sisters and
Brothers.

Your confrere

Hans-Georg Pesch

Translated by Jerry Wood
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May you receive countless blessings
during this Advent Season!

Four Candles

A candle for peace,
which we need
because disputes never rest.

For the days full of sorrows,
a candle for courage.

A candle for hope

against anxiety and heartbreak,

and when being disheartened stealthily
threatens to shake our faith.

A candle that still remains
the most important in the world:
a candle which stands in humility for love,

And its light is always there

for the lost strays’ journey home.
For at the end, only love

really counts for all of us.

By Elli Michler, from | Wish You Time,
© Don Bosco Verlag,

Munich, 2008. Translation by
Jerry Wood

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Above isan original drawing of the Nativity by Mrs. Jean Kreitzer, who was my
supervisingteacherat Dwight L. BarnesJr. High School in Kettering, Ohio, when |
was a studentteacher (Spring, 1966). JTW

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Join Us for Oun  filf
1024 Assncal  ANSSON

Curopean Christkindlmarkt

aturday unday
Pecember 8th Pecewmber 9fh
10am to 8pm 10am to Spm

Live Entertainment - Appearance from St. Nikolous
German Mulled Wine Booth - Food & Gift Vendors

Authentic German Fare

Sausage & Sauerkraut
Potato Pancakes with Applesauce
German Christmas Cookies, Marzipan and Chocolates
Hot Mulled Wine & Cider - Hot Chocolate

at Frontier Town

Cave Creek, AZ 85331

[n()u ]11 Lo \()1"}\ {) " #“f?“ﬁ’ "

Arizona Center ‘for Q’mnmtﬂ‘?’&ﬂlm _ s Inc. —'—I‘L-&@
ChristkindimarktAZ.com _u,

— FUN FOR EVERYONE'

Since we served at their Oktoberfest and earned a nice donation for our council from AC4GC, | thought I'd
include the above information about their Christmas Market. You might want to check it out.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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St. Bermadeite

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH
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Officers:

Grand Knight
Chaplain

D. Grand Knight
Chancellor
Financial Sec.
Treasurer
Recorder
Advocate
Warden
Outside Guard
Inside Guard
3yr Trustee
2yr Trustee
1lyr Trustee

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2017-18

Committee Chairmen:

SK Richard Welp 602-826-1241 1% Degree Team SK DanConway 480-368-1427
Fr. Edward Gilbert 480-905-0221 Blood Drive Dennis Logue 602-595-1460
SK Michael Dill 702-213-3737 Oktoberfest Gene Arvizu & Tony Lugay 480-272-9442
SK Martin Perez 602-418-6511| Social Committee IChairman needed!
SK Michael Smalley 602-799-2256 ItalianDinner SK WilliamTorresala 404-668-9399
SK Gene Arvizu 480-776-4794 Food for the Poor SK Santo Granziano 602-321-1673
SK Frank Scarpone  480-540-8460 | Tootsie Roll Drive Chair SKVince Cefalu
Dennis Logue 602-595-1460 | RosarySunday Chairneeded
SK Vince Cefalu 602-350-9106 | Free Throw Contest Dennis Logue 602-595-1460
Ron Angelo 602-996-0150 Le Chevalier Graphic Design SK Don Tellis
Conrad Franks 623-628-6392 | Fr.Pete Memorial Golf Tournament SK Lou Deluco,
SK Jerry Wood 602-568-2779 SK Richard Welp
SK William Torresala 404-668-9399
SK Daniel Conway 602-524-7447 | Information & Technology Manager  SK Edward Dunai

Editor SK Jerry Wood

Good of the Order Prayer List—November 2018
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families .

Father-in-law of Wes Cacaus, our Worthy Field Agent.

SK Virgil Grzywa.

John Cook, Jerry Wood'’s brother-in-law, who is recovering from hip replacement surgery.
Roger Holtin Texas.

Jack Lichenburg, suffering from the beginning stages of dementia.

SK Al and Johnna Minetti: SK Al is back onthe breathing machine.

RosiePate

Sergio Romero, SK Gene Arvizu’s cousin, who’s suffering from cancer.

Debbie Wood, who's recovering from cancer surgery.

Deacon Roy Rucker

Robert Tabaka in Canada

SK WilliamTorresala.

For the Pope, every Priestand Deacon and all theclergy.

For the safety and good health of all our military, police, and fire fighters.

For our government leaders who seem to be ina perpetual state of strife.

For the good health of all Knights and their families and our own Knights who continue to find the
strength to keep comingout to do God’s will.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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St. Bernadette
Council 12164

16245 N. 60" Street
Scottsdale, AZ 85254

Phone:
(480) 905-0221

Fax:(480)905-0249

Le Chevalier

)

We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.kofc12164.org
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The Story of the Immaculate
Conception of Mary

A feast called the Conception of Mary arose in the
Eastern Church in the seventh century. It came to the
West in the eighth century. In the 11th century it received

its present name, the Immaculate Conception. In the 18th T
century it became a feast of the universal Church. It is St- Bernadette,

now recognized as a solemnity. el
ora pro nobis!

In 1854, Pius IX solemnly proclaimed: “The most Blessed

Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her conception, by a

singular grace and privilege granted by almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ,

the savior of the human race, was preserved free from all stain of original sin.”

It took a long time for this doctrine to develop. While many Fathers and Doctors of the Church
considered Mary the greatest and holiest of the saints, they often had difficulty in seeing Mary
as sinless—either at her conception or throughout her life. This is one of the Church
teachings that arose more from the piety of the faithful than from the insights of brilliant
theologians. Even such champions of Mary as Bernard of Clairvaux and Thomas Aquinas
could not see theological justification for this teaching.

Two Franciscans, William of Ware and Blessed John Duns Scotus, helped dewelop the
theology. They pointed out that Mary’s Immaculate Conception enhances Jesus’ redemptive
work. Other members of the human race are cleansed from original sin after birth. In Mary,
Jesus’ work was so powerful as to prevent original sin at the outset.

Reflection

In Luke 1:28 the angel Gabriel, speaking on God’s behalf, addresses Mary as “full of grace”
or “highly favored”. In that context, this phrase means that Mary is receiving all the special
divine help necessary for the task ahead. Howewer, the Church grows in understanding with
the help of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit led the Church, especially non-theologians, to the insight
that Mary had to be the most perfect work of God next to the Incarnation. Or rather, Mary’s
intimate association with the Incarnation called for the special involvement of God in Mary’s
whole life.

The logic of piety helped God’'s people to believe that Mary was full of grace and free of sin
from the first moment of her existence. Moreover, this great privilege of Mary is the highlight
of all that God has done in Jesus. Rightly understood, the incomparable holiness of Mary
shows forth the incomparable goodness of God.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221



http://www.kofc12164.com/

