Volume 3lssue 6

Le Chevalier December 2017 p.1

St. Bernadette
Council 12164

480-905-0221

Scottsdale, AZ

Inside this issue:

Grand Knights' Report 1
Knight of the Month 2
Family of the Month 2
Bithdays 2
SaintoftheMonth 3

Dialog with a Christmas
TreebyH.G.Pesch 4

Food for the Poor 5

Four Candlles S
Pictures 7-8
OurLady of
Guadalupe 9
Calendars 11
Coming Ev ents 12
Good of the Order
Prayer List 13
Contacts 13

o=
2

=
2K

N B,

AR

(KNIGHTS
() OF COLUMBUS"

Le Chevadlier

Grand Knight's
Message

WGK Jerry Wood

My Dear
Brothers:

Today is the First
Sunday of
Advent, and |
apologizefor the tardiness of this

month’s Le Chevalier. | could
inundate you with a plethora of
excuses, but | won’t do that. Let’s
justsayit’s a very busy time of
year, and there are many
activities with which | have
busied myself.

As we enter this most beautiful
time of the year, let us express to
God our profound thanks for the
many blessings that we enjoy.
We have many, and on that note
I’d liketo announce officially that
Fr. Ed Gilbert, our newest Council
member has alsobecome our
Chaplain.Wecanall look forward
to his involvementin our Council.
He’s a wonderful man, and heis
anawesome priestwho will be a
wonderful Chaplain. All of our
clergyare incredible. Deacon Bob
Torigian attends most of our
council meetings, and he is a very
activeparticipantin the council.
He is also our constantspiritual
guide, and I add himto our
growing listof blessings. Thank
you, Deacon Bob!

As you already know, | have some friends in
Germany who areinvolvedinthe leadership of the
Confraternity of Knights of Ss. Peter & Paul.They
send me their monthly newsletter also. Often there
are articles, which | “borrow” from them, translate,
andincludeinour Le Chevalier. Look for anarticle
anda poem inthis edition. There seems to be no
end to my blessings. Themore | talk, the more there
are. Dear Brothers” | wish you a merry and blessed
Christmas as well as a happy, healthy, and
prosperous New Year!

It's good to be a Knightinsomany ways!Ask an

activeKnight why....
Vivat Jesus!
Fraternally,

Jerry Wood
Worthy Grand Knight

“If anyone says, ‘l love God,” but hates his brother,
heisaliar..” 1John 4:20

Biessed be e Lord, my reck,
who mains my ams for hade.

who prepercs my hands for war. He
is iy love, my forress;

e & my swenghokd. my savior
5y shiehd, ey plce of refuge -
PSHIM 134: 172
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Ron Angelo
nght Of the Month Deacon AI & Donna Homiski,
November 2017 Family of the Month,

November 2017

December 2017

Happy
Biptalag

[funanya Chris Aneke
Robert Cordaro
Courtney Corgan
Kerry Dillon

Roberto Pastrana
Tom Putz

Peter Rossa Jr.
Erederick Stanek .Aboveisan original drawing of the Nativity by Mrs. Jean

Don Tellis Kreitzer, who was my supervisingteacherat Dwight L. BarnesJr.

Jon Westervelt High School in Kettering, Ohio, when | was a student teacher
Joseph Wurtenberger
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Saint of the Month
Saint Maria Faustina
Kowalska

(August 25, 1905 — October 5, 1938)

Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska’s
Story

Saint Faustina’s name is forever linked to the
annual feast of the Divine Mercy, the Divine
Mercy chaplet, and the Divine Mercy prayer
recited each day at 3 p.m. by many people.

Born in what is now west-central Poland, Helena
Kowalska was the third of 10 children. She
worked as a housekeeper in three cities before
joining the Congregation of the Sisters of Our
Lady of Mercy in 1925. She worked as a cook,
gardener and porter in three of their houses.

In addition to carrying out her work faithfully,
generously sening the needs of the sisters and
the local people, Sister Faustina also had a
deep interior life. This included receiving
revelations from the Lord Jesus, messages that
she recorded in her diary at the request of Christ
and of her confessors.

At a time when some Catholics had an image of
God as such a strict judge that they might be
tempted to despair about the possibility of being
forgiven, Jesus chose to emphasize his mercy
and forgiveness for sins acknowledged and
confessed. “l do not want to punish aching
mankind,” he once told Saint Faustina, “but |
desire to heal it,

pressing it to my merciful heart.” The two rays
emanating from Christ’s heart, she said,
represent the blood and water poured out after
Jesus’ death.

Because Sister Maria Faustina knew that the
revelations she had already received did not
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.St Faustina, oro pro nobis.

constitute holiness itself, she wrote in her diary:
“Neither graces, nor rewelations, nor raptures,
nor gifts granted to a soul make it perfect, but
rather the intimate union of the soul with God.
These gifts are merely ornaments of the soul,
but constitute neither its essence nor its
perfection. My sanctity and perfection consistin
the close union of my will with the will of God.”

Sister Maria Faustina died of tuberculosis in
Krakow, Poland, on October 5, 1938. Pope John
Paul Il beatified her in 1993, and canonized her
seven years later.

Reflection

Dewotion to God’s Divine Mercy bears some
resemblance to dewotion to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. In both cases, sinners are encouraged
not to despair, not to doubt God’s willingness to
forgive them if they repent. As Psalm 136 says
in each of its 26 verses, “God’s love [mercy]
endures forever.”

%or achild is born to us, asonis

given us; upon his shoulder dominion
rests. They name him Wander-
Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever,
Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9.5

g
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A message from Brother Knights in Germany
My dear Brothers

The Christmas story below was written by our Brother who

serves as the Prior of the Confraternity of the Knights of Ss.
Peter and Paul in Lower Saxony, Germany:

Dear Sisters, Brothers, and friends,

The time of peace and tranquility has come at the end of
a successful year of our Brotherhood of Knights of St.
Peter & St. Paul. The days have become shorter and it
gets dark earlier. This time is reminding us to shorten
our steps and to come to rest in our hearts.

I would like to tell a little story for those whose success
with allowing inner peace and serenity to return hasn’t
been totally fruitful.

Dialogue with a Christmas tree!

As in previous years, after dark | went through the
streets of our town and watched the hustle and bustle of
the people. Occasionally, | was with friends on the way
to chop down a tree, and if it was especially cold, to
drink mulled wine. | often watched when the trees were
cut and regretted it: because, for me, they were living
things, which lost their lives for a few days of Christmas
perhaps until New Year's Day.

So | sat quietly absorbed in my own thoughts, when | felt
a soft wice in me.

"Why so sad, my friend?"

Atfirst | couldn’t tell who had spoken to me and looked

around, to see which of the many people had spoken to
me. For sure they were busy with chopping down trees
or drinking mulled wine with their friends. They couldn’t

have spoken to me.

Nearby, | discovered a beautifully grown fir. Its branches
were spread from the top to the lower branches in a
beautifully shaped, symmetrical waffle pattern.

"I'm the one who had asked you about your sadness,"
said the fir, "Now tell me about your grief."

"I'm sad that you hawe to lose your life for one season of
Christmas," | replied. "It's bad enough that we humans
too often thoughtlessly deal with nature, including you--
and that only for a few days. Where is the sense in this
painful matter?"
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"Please, do not grieve because we serve you. We were
grown in nurseries just for this time, in order to brighten
the dark days through our green, our aroma, as well as
the lights with which you decorate us. Look, it's better to
set us up in your good homes and decorate us rather
than those artificial and harmful Christmas trees made of
plastic, which are very harmful to nature, as well as to
us. Even if we have to die here, we are engaged in the
eternal cycle of life. To be and to depart—and again to
be. This is our nature, which must be followed, and also
ultimately applies to everything that lives. So also to you.

“Also we remind you, that nature takes its time to sleep
and to awaken in the spring. We are the hope for growth
and the emergence of the new life of the coming spring
during these high holy days also. The lights with which
you decorate us, to you, who are looking for the light
during the dark period, show that the light that lit your
homes, howewer, is even present in you.

“So, the way you decorate us, so are you also in your
heart. We go outside the symbolic medium, and no
artificial Christmas tree can achieve that, my friend.

“For this reason, we are also not grieved if we have to
die, for we are intended to serve you; we do so with
great pleasure, and in the knowledge that we rise anew
and grow, perhaps even in the next year to delight you
once more and to kindle the lights in your hearts."

After | had heard the fir tree’s words, | felt a little easier
in my heart because | had well understood the deeper
meaning in the short life of a Christmas tree and thanked
it for enlightening me. And | began to hope that | would
find this fir again next Christmas.

Now, after this conversation, | will go with an especially
big heart through the streets of our city and look at every
light-filled window and ewvery Christmas tree on the
squares and gardens in silence and bring the words of
the fir tree with its waffle pattern into memory and with
joy in all contemplation celebrate Christmas.

I wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a very happy
New Year, Dear Sisters and
Brothers.

Your confrere
Hans-Georg Pesch

Translated by Jerry Wood

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Food for the Poor
Project

We want to thank all our
volunteers in our program
over the last three plus
years. Without all our great
volunteers we would not be
able to help the homeless of Phoenix. Don't
forget last week we sent out the schedule for
December and January; please mark your
calendar and smart phones. Thank you for
honoring all humankind; each and every
person is a creation of God. Thank you for
helping all people everywhere live a better life
as they struggle to find work. Those suffering
from mental illness, single moms, and our
veterans struggle with their lives through war
experiences. Thanks again for your loyalty.

SK Santo Graziano

Food For The Poor Project Chairperson and
Committee,

Santo Graziano cell:602-321-1673
Robert & Jackie Francisio

Larry Brainard

Mike & Susan Dalton

May you receive countless blessings
during this Advent Season!
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My dear Brothers: Once again | find myself
borrowing from the newsletter of the
Confraternity of Knights of Ss. Peter & Paul.
Below is an Advent poem, which | have
“borrowed” and translated | hope you will read
and enjoy a beautiful Advent poem. | might add
FYI, that each Sunday of Advent is celebrated
in Germany. There are greeting cards for each
Sunday: “Happy Frist Sunday of Advent!” etc.
JTW

Four Candles

A candle for peace,
which we need
because disputes never rest.

For the days full of sorrows,
a candle for courage.

A candle for hope

against anxiety and heartbreak,

and when being disheartened stealthily
threatens to shake our faith.

A candle that still remains
the most important in the world:
a candle which stands in humility for love,

And its light is always there

for the lost strays’ journey home.
For at the end, only love

really counts for all of us.

By Elli Michler, from | Wish You Time,
© Don Bosco Verlag, Munich, 2008.
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SUPPORTING LIFE AT EVERY STAGE

AZ 2017-18

blessed hohda

ZNANI COM
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Veterans’ Day Mass =

Figure 3: SCPO John Altman, USN (Retired)
proclaims the First Reading. Photo: S. Cefalu
Figure 2: SK Daniel Conway and SK Ric Fichera escort SK

CMSGT Al Minitti, USAF (Retired) as he carries the Colors to
the Altar. Photo: S. Cefalu

Figure 3: SK CC Larry Bleichroth leads the Color Corps

. Figure 4: SK Jerry Wood proclaims the
into Church. Photo: Susan Cefalu Second Reading. Photo: Susan Cefalu

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Figure 5: CC SK Larry Bleichroth and SK Jerry

Wood escort the Gift bearers to the Altar.
Photo: Susan Cefalu

Figure 6: Lady Janet Bleichroth and SK Daniel
Conway bring the Gifts to the altar.Photo:
Susan Cefalu
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Figure 7: SK Ric Fichera brings the Collection to the

Altar, escorted by SK John Young and SK Vince
Cefalu. Photo: Susan Cefalu

Figure 8: Fr.Felt and Deacon Bob Torigian
deliver the final blessing and dismissal. Both are
4th Degree Knights. Photo: Susan Cefalu
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THE POWERFUL IMAGE OF

Our Lady of Guadalupe
By Anne Pryor

The Powerful Image of Mary

Images of the Blessed Mother evoke strong emotions in
people. The phenomenon is very evident with the image
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. People have identified
reliaiously and nationalistically with her from the time she
appeared in 1531 tothe present day.

Why is this image of a young woman imprinted on a
humble cloak or tilma so powerful that she is known
today as the “Queen of the Americas™?

The Apparitions The story of the apparitions of Our
Lady of Guadalupe bge3gins on Saturday, December 9,
1531. On that day, a 55-year-old native Aztec widower,
St. Juan Diego, was making his seven-mile journey by
foot to attend Mass. A beautiful young Aztec woman
dressed in a pale red dress and blue mantle with stars
appeared before this recent convert to Catholicism.

The Blessed Mother appeared to Juan Diego at Mount
Tepeyac, located in today’s Mexico City. Her message to
Juan Diego, spoken in Nahuatl, the Aztec language, was
clear and concise: “l am the virgin Mary, Mother of the
true God who gives life. God made ewverything and He is
in all places. He is the Lord of heaven and earth. | desire
a temple, a church, in this place where | will show my
love to your people. | want to show my compassion to all
people who ask my help. Here | will see their tears. | will
console them and they will be at ease. Run now to tell
the bishop all you have seen and heard.”

Juan ran to see the bishop, but the skeptical bishop
asked for Juan Diego to bring him a sign. Juan was on
his way home to attend to his sick and dying uncle with
whom he lived. Juan related the bishop’s request for a
sign when he saw the Blessed Mother. Mary asked Juan
to return the next day, December 11.

Juan’s uncle was dying. He stayed to comfort his uncle
and Juan did not return to Tepeyac the next day. Juan
felt awful about not meeting the Blessed Mother and
took an alternate route around Tepeyac on the morning
of December 12. However, Mary appeared to Juan and
said to him, “My little son, Do not be afraid. Am | not
here, I, who am your mother? Are you not under my
protection? Your uncle will not die. At this moment he is
cured.” Mary provided Juan with the proof requested by
the bishop. She told Juan Diego to climb Mount Tepeyac

Le Chevalier December 2017 p.9

and cut the flowers growing there. Juan Diego knew no
flowers grew in the cold month of December, and as he
got to the top of the hill, his eyes were greeted with a
sea of beautiful roses. Juan cut the roses and put them
in his tilma, which was similar to a long cape that can be
tied around the neck as a carryall. Mary arranged the
roses and tied the tilma so the roses would not fall out.

Juan ran to see the bishop. He untied his tilma, and the
roses fell to the floor. The bishop fell to his knees as he
gazed on the tilma. The Blessed Mother had left an
image of herself on the tilma, exactly as Juan Diego had
descried her to the bishop: a young woman with olive
skin, pregnant with Jesus, adorned in the turquoise
mantle, and surrounded by a ray of light. This is the only
time Mary is known to have left a painted portrait of
herself.

A small chapel was built at Tepeyac. The news of the
image of the Blessed Mother on Juan Diego’s tilma
spread like wildfire. They came from all over Central
America to see a Blessed Mother who looked like them.

In 1976, the current Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe

was built near the site of the apparitions, and is one of
the most visited pilgrimage sites in the word.

The impact of Our Lady of Guadalupe

The appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan
Diego, a native Aztec Indian, generated the conversion
of Mexico, Central, and South America to Catholicism.
The converted because they felt that the appearance of
the Blessed Mother as a native Aztec woman to a native
Aztec man was a real sign that God cares for struggling
and marginalized people everywhere. Their daily lives

were difficult as the Spanish had recently conquered the
area.

Our Lady of Guadalupe is strongly associated with the
history of Mexico. She is credited with ending a deadly

epidemic that ravaged Mexico City in 1736-37, and, in
1737, she was proclaimed patroness of Mexico City.

Juan Diego was canonized onJuly 3, 2002, by Pope St.
John Paulll.

Every December 12", Marian devotees around the
worldrejoice asthey celebrate the Feast Day of Our
Lady of Guadalupe.

This article is reprinted from “The Miraculous Medal” Fall
2017, Vol. 89 No. 3

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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Monthly Pancake Breakfast

'Third Sunday of every month
between September and May
$3.00 Family: $15.00

Join us in the Parish Hall!

Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs, and
Sausage!

December 17" with Santa!

: ~ RS
Grotto on the campus of Mount St.John, Bergamo,
Beavercreek, Ohio
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CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY

Building the Domestic Church
strengthening our Parish.

Becoming a Knight offers many opportunities
to serve your Church and your Council. As
you might note from these pictures, there
are many activities that the St. Bernadette
Council providesforits Parish. Every event
requiresalittle time and alittle work; each
eventalso provides agreat deal of
satisfaction as well as the camaraderie of
Brother Knights. We welcome all who wish
to joinus, and we invite those Knights who
have neverservedtojoinus. Volunteers are
always needed; serveone time, and you’ll
want to serve again.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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December2017
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
26 27 28 29 30 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
B o Officers’
Grery Meeting
7:00 pm
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
B X Council
Flpter Meeting
7:00 pm
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
= 4/ po
f/)’;/&é%{//
24 Advent 25 26 27 28 29 30
(497
@ihll‘liﬁltgaﬁ Young Men’s
Conference
31
January 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31 1 2 3 4 5 6
e, Officers’
- Meeting
7:00 pm
7 9 10 11 12 13
Council
Meeting
7:00 pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Italian Dinner
with Bingo
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Pancake
&:‘\v_-uakv‘é« -
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
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The 24-Hour Knight

No man is too busyto be an active Knight of
Columbus. In fact, by givingjust24 hours a year to
Knights of Columbus activities,a man can make an
enormous difference. With just24 hours,a man
canserve his parish, helpthoseinneed in his local
community, grow in his faith, and protect his
family through our exclusive, top-rated insurance

program.

What does the average Knight do with 24 hours?
He will spend:

4 8 HOURS with his council on charitable projects

for his church or community

¢ 4 HOURS enjoyinga Knights of Columbus family

event

¢ 4 HOURS attending council meetings to help

plan future activities

¢ 6 Hours (30 minutes each month) reading
Columbia magazine and other K of C publications,

including kofc.organd kofc12164.org

¢ 1 HOUR discussing his family’sinsurance needs
with a Knights of Columbus field agent

4 1 HOUR attending Mass with his council.

Ifthat is what can be done with the hours of just
one day,imagine what a Knight could do with all
the hoursina week!

When you present the time commitment of
joining the Knights of Columbus in this way, it
doesn’t seem very intimidatingatall.Oncea man

sees how it canbe sosimple, andyet so
rewarding, he’ll want to join!
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ming Zvents:

December 9
Christmas Tree Angel Breakfast

9:00 AM -1:30 PM

December 17:

With Santa Claus!
December 29
Young Men’s Conference
Together with St. Paul’s Council -
We need volunteers

January

Remove the Christmas Lights

|

yntects Neo &
v@ju ‘@I

Basketball Free Throw Contest

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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St. Bermaderte

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2017-18

Officers:

Grand Knight

SK Jerry Wood

602-568-2779

Committee Chairmen:

1% Degree Team SK Dan Conway 480-368-1427

Chaplain Fr. Edward Gilbert 480-905-0221 Blood Drive Dennis Logue 602-595-1460
D. Grand Knight SK Richard Welp 602-826-1241 Oktoberfest SK Gene Arvizu 480-272-9442
Chancellor SK David Wagner 414-828-4471 | Social Committee SK Larry Bramanti 602-404-7692

Financial Sec.

SK Michael Smalley

602-799-2256

ItalianDinner  SK WilliamTorresala 404-668-9399

Treasurer SK Gene Arvizu 480-776-4794 | Food for the Poor SK Santo Granziano 602-321-1673
Recorder SK Frank Scarpone  480-540-8460 | Tootsie Roll Drive SK Dan Conway 480-368-1427
Advocate Dennis Logue 602-595-1460 | RosarySunday Chairneeded
Warden SK Vince Cefalu 602-350-9106 | Free Throw Contest ConradFranks  623-628-6392
OutsideGuard  SKJohn Young 480-322-2035 | Le Chevalier Graphic Design SK Don Tellis
Inside Guard Conrad Franks 623-628-6392 | Fr. Pete Memorial Golf Tournament SK Lou Deluco,
3yr Trustee SK Michael Dill 702-213-3737 SK Richard Welp
2yr Trustee SK Roberto Pastrana 480-323-0479
lyr Trustee SK Lou Deluco 602-524-7447 | Webmaster SK Roberto Pastrana

Editor SK Jerry Wood

Good of the Order Prayer List—November 2017

Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families.

e Robbie Arvizu.
e Bob Altivena
e David Meeks, who passed away on November 16,2017.
SK Ken McDonald
SK Virgil Grzywa.
e SK Al andJohnna Minetti
e Sergio Romero, SK Gene Arvizu’s cousin, who’s suffering from cancer.
e SKWilliamTorresala.
e For the Pope, every Priestand Deacon and all theclergy.
e  For the safety and good health of all our military, police, and firefighters.
e  For the good health of all Knights and their families and our own Knights who continue to find the
strength to keep comingout to do God’s will.

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221
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St. Bernadette Council
12164

16245 N. 60" Street
Scottsdale, AZ 85254

Phone:
(480) 905-0221

Fax:(480)905-0249

Le Chevalier
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We’re on the Web!
See us at:

www.kofcl2164.org

i
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Figure 9: CC SK Larry Bleichroth and the St. Bernadette, oro pro nobis!

Color Corps lead the Procession from the
Church at the end of Mass. Photo: Susan

Cefalu

St. Bernadette Council 12164

Knights of Columbus
16245 N.60" Street
Scottsdale, AZ 85254

NAME

Street Address
Address 2

City, St. Zip Code
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