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Grand Knight’s 
Message                                     
WGK Jerry Wood 
My                       

My Dear 

Brothers:                           

This edition of Le 

Chevalier 

contains 

information on several events for 

which we need support. Check 

out the ones for which you have 

interest.                                                         

There are some other interesting 

items:  an article that was 

originally published in the 

German Ss. Peter und Paul Brief, 

the newsletter of the 

Confraternity of Knights of Ss. 

Peter and Paul. I’ve translated it 

into English, so check it out; you 

will  find it interesting.  

Additionally, there are some 

pictures from the Investiture of 

that same organization, which 

took place on July 22 in Germany. 

You can read more details on the 

picture page 10. I even 

“borrowed:” the knight image on 

this page from the Ss. Peter und 

Paul Brief. Come to the 

Oktoberfest on October 7
th

 and 

enjoy some German food and 

sing some German songs!                   

Those of you who read Le 

Chevalier regularly know that we 

have a Knight of the Month and 

Family of the Month in every 

edition, but I’l l  bet that not all  of you know that we submit 

the names of our families of the Month to Supreme in New 

Haven, and they have a drawing from among the submitted 

families’ names for a beautiful Holy Family Plaque, which they 

send to the winners.  I am very proud that for the past 

Fraternal Year 2016-17, St. Bernadette’s Council had four 

recipients of the Supreme Office’s Holy Family awards. Four 

for twelve, ¼ of our Families of the Month won the award.  

The winning families were the Bill  and Tammy Polcyn family, 

the Jason and Debbie Fox family, the Larry and Janet 

Bleichroth family, and the Dennis and Rebecca Logue family. 

Congratulations to all  of them. You see these folks in church 

all  the time, so say “hi” and congratulate them.                                                          

I look forward to seeing all  of you at a Knights’ event very 

soon. Don’t forget the Officers’ Installation and Dinner on 

August 26
th

.  There will  be good food and the presentation of 

awards after dinner.  It’s good to be a Knight!                                   

 Vivat Jesus!                                                                                                              

Fraternally,  

Jerry Wood                                                                                      

Worthy Grand Knight  

“If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ but hates his brother, he is a 

l iar…”  1 John  4:20 
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SK Don Tellis 

Knight of the Month 

July 2017 

                                                   

                                   

Jon & Terri Westervelt 

Family of the Month July 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karla and Gene Arvizu                                              

Family of the Month 

October 2016 
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Saint of the Month 
St. Boniface of Mainz 

 Feastday: June 5 
Patron of brewers; Fulda; Germany; World Youth Day 
Birth: 675 
Death: 754  

 Winfrith had expected to return to England from 
Friesland (in what is now Holland) in triumph. He had left the 
land where he was a respected scholar, teacher, 

and priest because he was convinced he was called to 
missionary work. He had argued and pestered his  abbot into 
letting him go because he would gain greater success 
for God in foreign lands. He had abandoned a successful, 

safe l ife in his mid-forties to win souls for God.                                                                                                         
 But from the moment he stepped off the ship, his 
trip to Friesland to join the famous missionary Willibrord had 

been a disaster. Winfrith and his companions had landed to 
discover that the ruler of Friesland, Radbod, had 
declared war on Christians, destroying churches and 
monasteries, driving Willibrord into exile, and sending what 

was left of the Church into hiding. Winfrith tried in vain to 
convince Radbod to let him and his companions preach. 
Finally, he had no choice but to return to England a few short 
months later in defeat.                                                                                               

 It would have been easy to give up missionary work 
at this point. Almost anyone would have looked at this fiasco 
and said that God was trying to tell  him that he was called to 

stay and serve in England. Winfrith agreed that God had given 
him a message and he agreed that he had been mistaken. But 
his mistake had not been in the call  but how he followed it. 
He had believed all  he needed to ensure the mission's success 

was an enthusiastic response to God's call.                                              
 It's surprising that Winfrith ever would have believed 
this since so much of his previous  l ife had depended on 

training and organization. Born about 675, he had convinced 
his parents to send him to a monastery for schooling because 
he admired the monks who had visited his home. Through 
diligent study he rapidly learned all that this local monastery 

could teach him and was transferred to the monastery at 
Nursling for further schooling. There he became such a well -
known teacher that students circulated notes from his 
classes.                                                                                                             

 Back in England he started planning for his second 
missionary journey. He kept his enthusiasm but directed 
his zeal into organization and preparation for the journey. He 

would go to the pagan lands ... but first he would travel to 
Rome. When he had traveled to Friesland he had had no 
authority to back him up. No one had sent him there, no one 
would stand up for him if he needed support or help. Now he 

went to the pope asking for an official mission and the 
backing of the Church. Pope Gregory II was intrigued but 
uncertain and talked to Winfrith all  winter long before finally 

sending him on a test mission 
to Thuringia in Germany.                                  
 In the pope's 

commission on May 15, 719, 
we have the first record of 
Winfrith's new name, 
Boniface. The pope 

apparently gave him this new 
name because the previous 
day had been the feast of 

a martyr by that name. From 
then on he was known as 
Boniface to all  who knew him.                              

 Missionaries had 
come to Thuringia before but 
the Church there was in bad 

shape, isolated and subject 
to superstition and heresy. Boniface saw that he was going to 
get no help from the local clergy and monks , but he had 
learned in Friesland he could not spread God's word alone. 

He was about to send for help when he heard that Radbod 
had died and the missionary Willibrord was back in Friesland. 
Boniface immediately took off for Friesland, the site of his 

former humiliation. Perhaps he returned in hopes of 
redeeming his earlier disaster. It seems more likely, however, 
that he was following through on the lesson he had learned 
at that time and was going to get training from the expert in 

missions: Willibrord.                                                                                                       
 In the three years he spent with Will ibrord, Boniface 
gave as much as he gained. So helpful was he that Will ibrord, 
who was in his sixties, wanted to make Boniface his 

successor. But with his training over, Boniface felt the pull of 
the German missionary work he'd left behind, and, despite 
Will ibrord's pleas, went to Hesse.                                                              

 Unlike Thuringia or Friesland, Hesse had never been 
evangelized. Boniface had to start from scratch. Needing even 
more authority in dealing with chieftains who were his first 
goal for converts, he appealed to the pope again. During a 

trip to Rome, the pope consecrated Boniface bishop.                          
 Boniface returned to find that his problems had 
worsened. People were attracted by Christianity but unable 

to give up their old religion and superstitions, perhaps out of 
fear of being different or of how their old "gods" would react. 
Knowing that the people needed a  reason to let go, Boniface 
called the tribes to a display of power. As the people 

watched, Boniface approached the giant oak of Geismar, a 
sacred tree dedicated to Thor, with an axe. Some of the 
people must have trembled with each stroke of his axe, but 
nothing happened. Finally with a crack, the tree split in four 

parts that we, are told, fell  to the ground in the shape of a 
cross. There stood Boniface, axe in hand, unharmed by their 
old gods, strong in the power of the one God.                                                

 After his success in Hesse, he returned 
to Thuringia to confront the old problem of the decadent 
remnants of the Church there. Unable to get help from the 
suspect clergy in Thuringia, he called to England for 

St. Boniface of 

Mainz, oro pro nobis. 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/f_day/
http://www.catholic.org/saints/patron.php
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9622
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=22
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12206
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7101
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8984
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12534
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8888
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11521
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7650
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11521
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11160
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11521
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5737
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9935
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9875
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11521
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help. Nuns and monks responded to his call  enthusiastically 
for many years. We stil l  have many of Boniface's letters, 
including correspondence with his helpers in England. 

Reforming the Church was the biggest challenge 
in Thuringia and he had many thorny questions to answer. 
When a rite of baptism had been defective was it valid? What 
should he do about immoral clergy? Stil l  remembering his 

first lesson, he appealed to Rome for answers from the pope. 
All  his appeals to Rome helped him -- but it also helped forge 
a much stronger bond between Rome and Europe.                                      

 Boniface was called upon to lend his own support to 
Frankish Church which was also sadly in need of reform. He 
set up councils and synods and instituted reforms which 
revitalized the Church there.                                                                                                       

 Few saints retire, and Boniface was no exception. At 
73, a time when most are thinking of rest and relaxation, 
Boniface headed back to Friesland on a new mission. One day 

in 754 while he was awaiting some confirmands, an enemy 
band attacked his camp. Although his companions wanted to 
fight, Boniface told them to trust in God and to welcome 
death for the faith. All  of them were martyred.                                             

 Boniface is known as the Apostle of Germany. He not 
only brought the Christian faith but 
Roman Christian civilization to this portion of Europe. 

In His Footsteps:                                                                                                                     

When have you jumped into something without thinking you 
needed preparation? What was the result? Is there 
something you feel called to do but don't feel that you know 

enough or would be able to handle it? Who can you go to for 
training or support? Talk to one of these people this week. 
Prayer:                                                                                                                        
Saint Boniface, you faced discouragement and failure and 

learned from them. Help us to hear God's message in our 
moments of failure and to use what we learn to 
serve God better. Amen 

 

        

 

e brave and steadfast; have no fear of 
them, for it is the Lord your God, who 
marches with you; he will never fail you or 

forsake you. 

Deuteronomy 31:6   

 

 

 

 

Thoughts on the Cross of Christ  

by Brother Hans-Georg Pesch 

Those of you who know me know that I have a 
connection to Germany.  I have some dear friends who 
are involved with The Confraternity of Knights of Ss. 

Peter and Paul, an Order of the Catholic Church, which 
had its beginnings in Australia.  My former colleague and 
good friend, Brigitte Gellert, is the treasurer and editor of 

the Order’s newsletter.  Her brother, Dr. Prof. Lothar 
Gellert, is the Grand Prior of Germany. That is sort of 
like being the Supreme Knight  I send them our Le 

Chevalier, and they send me their Peter und Paul Brief. 
In July’s Peter und Paul Brief, a very interesting article 
caught my eye.  I have translated it into English to share 

with all of you.  Hans-Georg Pesch, the author, is the 
Prior of the German state Lower Saxony. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

Time and again I hear, especially in this troubled period 

of renewed persecution of Christians in the world, that 

the Christian Cross on a necklace would constitute an 

insult.  Arguments that one associates the Cross with the 

death of a person are equally specious. It is considered 

unacceptable that someone would be adorned with a 

sign of cruelty. 

Unfortunately, until now many have not understood the 

message of the Cross and its symbolism. 

This raises the question:  What is the Cross?  We must 

consider the image of the Cross from its symbolic side.  

To do this we must go by the two-dimensional plane in 

the three-dimensional level. (Cf. Figure 1) 

  

 Figure 1 two-dimensional 

 

 

 

B 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8582
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11521
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/sacrament.php?id=1
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10148
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=966
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10148
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10148
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11571
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=933
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4554
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2927
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=644
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In this figure, we can see the Cross of Christ.  Now we 

go to the three-dimensional level and what do we see? 

Correct! We now have a cube. What does the cube with 

its six sides present to us?   

 

         

          Figure 2 three-dimensional 

Considered symbolically, it represents matter in its most 

compact form. 

The figure of the cube occurs twice in the story of the 

suffering of Jesus Christ. 

Once in the form of the Cross onto which Jesus was 

nailed, and the second in the form of a game of dice, in 

which the Roman soldiers haggled over something  

belonging to the crucified Jesus.  

But what is this episode supposed to tell us?  Jesus 

Christ used many parables that contained symbols in His 

messages:  “Who has ears to hear, and those who have 

eyes to see.”  These organs are the mental institutions.  

We should not rely on the outer senses to understand 

the symbolic parables.  

But let’s get back to our symbolism of the Cross.  The 

Cross is not an object of mourning and cruel events; it 

should tell us a much greater message. 

The Cross is the two-dimensional output of the cube of 

matter. Jesus was nailed to this Cross so that we can 

see that Jesus, as the Son of God, was bound in this 

material to show us the way of God. This also means the 

nails with which he was bound to the Cross.  It’s not 

different for us people:  

We were born into the material world, bound as spiritual 

beings in matter in order to experience it and finally to 

part from it, just as He did on Easter Sunday. This is 

actually good news.  We should recognize in this 

material world that we spiritual beings stand above 

matter, and that the material world presents us with an 

illusion from which we can free ourselves even during 

our lifetime. This fails us during our lifespan here on 

Earth; there remains only the pull, death to set us free. 

To do this, a quotation from the poet Novalis comes to 

mind: 

“When no more numbers and figures                                                                                                               

 are keys of all creatures,                                                                                                   

Then the essence of all wrong                                                                                                                      

 flies away before a secret word.”     

So the Cross of Christ is no longer a sign of mourning, 

but instead a joyful icon, in which we can see our true 

essence. 

It may well be that some now have problems to switch 

from the two-dimensional plane into the three-

dimensional world of thoughts.  I raise no claim to 

absolute accuracy of my thoughts on the symbolism of 

the Cross and am willing to respond to any questions 

that inevitably arise.  

We should just learn to think in higher dimensions with 

our spiritual sense.  This way we could promote a good 

coexistence among all religions and peoples again. 

Your Brother Hans, 

Prior, Lower Saxony 

Englische Übersetzung, Jerry Wood 
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Diocesan Safe Environment Training 
Schedule for August  

This appeared in the Sunday Bulletin as well as a 

letter, which I’ve emailed to all St. Bernadette 
Knights. Please follow through on this so that all our 
Knights are Safe Environment compliant.  

"All volunteers, ministers, and parent helpers must 
complete the foundational course for Safe Environment in 
order to serve in programs, organizations in Phoenix 
Diocese.  The current foundational course is  Protecting 
God's Children for Adults by Virtus. 

Completion of this class, a volunteer application with a 
signed Code of Ethics, and a background check are 
required for all who serve within our Parish or School. 
Classes can be taken at any location within the Diocese. 

This year, St. Bernadette and St. John XXIII will offer the 
foundation class on the following dates:  

August 9
th
 – 4:00 PM - 

7:00PM                                                                                  
August 10

th
 – 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM                              

August 16
th
 – 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM                                   

August  23rd  - 3:00 PM - :̂00 PM 

You may register for any of the classed offered online 
at www.safeenvironmenttraining.org. Please check online 
for room assignments for St. John and St. Bernadette 
classes.  

All SET renewals for St. Bernadette & St. John XXIII 
Catholic School volunteers and ministers are due 
by August 7th. Our Parish & School policies require your 
renewal to be completed by the time our school opens on 
Wednesday, August 9th. Renew now! 

To check your renewal status, visit the Safe 
Environment Training website 
at www.safeenvironmenttraining.org (or to register for 
the foundation course.) 

Contact Shirley Smalley at 480-905-4434 if you have 
questions." 

present 

Oktoberfest – October 7                             
                                                                     

   
Don’t miss this fun-filled event!  German 

Bratwurst from Phoenix’ German Corner 

Butcher Shop.   

$15.00     Save the Date! Tickets on Sale two weeks 

prior!       Or you may buy them at the door.  Mark your 

calendar now!             

       

 Coming Soon! Mark your    
     Calendar! 

    Wunderbar! 
    

                      

                       

Installation Dinner 

The Installation of the 2017-18 Officers will take 

place on August 26, 20170, right after the 5:00 PM 

Mass in the Church.  If you plan to enjoy dinner 

and the ceremonies that follow in the Parish Hall, 

please RSVP to WGK Jerry Wood as soon as 

possible.  We’d love to have the whole Council and 

the Knights’ wives and children there for this 

event.   $10.00 adults; children free 

 August  26, 2017 right after 5:00 Mass 

https://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Femail.kofcknights.org%252Fc%252FeJwNjbEOwiAUAL-mbBLea2vpwGBiHFy6mDgDj7ak-moQxc-X5C657cho2zoQ0aCCQQ0tHODYY6fGGkhd06nPxnFZM26AYjUwkw5Q1T0RakeuV977UVu05CyIh1lzfjXtqcFLpZQi33YOgb8x7fwMnHOykSMvck-LSOZ6u0_TGXRd-f0nOeQ_gd0t9Q
http://www.safeenvironmenttraining.org/
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Food for the Poor Project                                                                          

 

Good Morning Volunteers, 
Thank You all for being 
ambassadors for the good in 

our community. Every 
person has unique talents 

that find your expression 
throughout a gift of passion. 
That passion is helping our brothers and 

sisters in Phoenix. We have gifts that have 
been bestowed upon us. Thank you again for 

not keeping our talents to ourselves but letting 
them increase to help people in need. We use 
our talents to help create a better world for all. 

We are fulfilling our  purpose and follow 
our  true calling in helping others. THANK YOU 

ALL…. 
 
 We will be on vacation this week July 27 

Thursday and back on Wednesday, August 9. 
Committee members Robert and Jackie 

Franciosi will fill in in our absence. They will be 
sending reminder notices a week before your 
volunteer date. 

if you have a super issue, call them at 623-
239-8069 or e-mail rjfrancio@gmail.com. Don't 
forget to mark your calendar or smart phones 

with the days of your volunteering. 
Remember:  The new list went out last week. 

 
When you go out as volunteer, let the donating 
businesses know that we appreciate their 

donations. We want to thank Paradise Bakery, 
Panera Bread, Starbucks, New York Bagels, 

and 
Chompie’s.                                                         
                                                                           

Food For The Poor Project Chairperson and 
Committee, 

                                                                           
Santo/Joan Graziano cell:602-321-1673 
 

PS: Many volunteers have been on vacation 
and others gone the whole summer  thank  you 

for stepping up to the challenge.  
                                                                                  
                         
 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

Sign up to donate blood after all 

masses at the Knights of Columbus 

Blood Drive on Sunday morning 

Date:  September 17, 2017                                   

             You don’t have to be a doctor  

               To save lives: Just donate Blood.  

                                                             

 

mailto:rjfrancio@gmail.com
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             Building the Domestic Church                                  
     strengthening our Parish. 

             
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Third Sunday of every month 
between September and May                     
$5.00              Family:  $15.00 

Join us in the Parish Hall! 

Starting again on Sept. 17th 
Kids with a paying adult eat for 

FREE! 

Becoming a Knight offers many opportunities 

to serve your Church and your Council. As 

you might note from these pictures, there 

are many activities that the St. Bernadette 

Council provides for its Parish.  Every event 

requires a little time and a little work; each 

event also provides a great deal of 

satisfaction as well as the camaraderie of 

Brother Knights.  We welcome all who wish 

to join us, and we invite those Knights who 

have never served to join us. Volunteers are 

always needed; serve one time, and you’ll 

want to serve again. 

                                                                 

                      

 

              

              

Grotto on the campus of Mount St. John, Bergamo, 
Beavercreek, Ohio 
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Pictures for you….Mother Mary’s Garden  
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Figure 1: Michael Dill , Dan Conway, Vince Cefalu, and Lou 

DeLuco prepare the surface of the pedestal prior to placing 
the statue and plaque.. Photo: J. Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13: Knights at attention after Mass. Photo: S. Wood 

 
 

Figure 2: Dan Conway adjusts the plaque. Photo:  J. Wood 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Mark DeLuco (note the drill bit in his 
hand) and Dan Conway appraising the finished 
product. Mark completed the drilling of the 

holes and application of epoxy to anchor the 
statue on its pedestal.  Photo:  J. Wood 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Memorial to the Unborn  
Photo; J. Wood 

                         

 

 

Figure 3: The plaque's message. 
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Some Pictures from the 

Investiture of the Confraternity 

of Knights of Ss. Peter and Paul 

in Germany, July 22, 2017 
 

 
Figure 1: Procession into the Church 

 

Figure 2: The Order has lady membership, and the two ladies here 
are Grand Prior Dr. Lothar Gellert's wife and sister, Dames of Grace 
Christina and Brigitte Gellert. Dame Brigitte was my colleague at 

the Matthias Claudius Gymnasium during my year of teaching in 
Germany. 

Figure 3: Grand Prior Dr. Lothar Gellert (center) in robe with 
banners before the church. 

 
Figure 4: Banners unfurled 

 
 
 
. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

In 1989-90, I spent a year teaching at a German 

Gymnasium (university prep school). One of my 

colleagues was Frau Brigitte Gellert. Naturally, 

teachers in the school socialized with each other, and 

Brigitte took Suzy and me to Göttingen to meet her 

family. There we met her brother Lothar, who at the 

time was a practicing attorney. We’ve maintained our 

friendship with Brigitte over these nearly 19 years.   

Lothar has become a Professor of Law and helped 

with the establishment of the German Grand Chapter 

 of the Confraternity of Knights of Ss. Peter and Paul.  

He is the Grand Prior of Germany. Brigitte is a Dame of 

Grace in the Order and the editor of the Order’s 

newsletter, a copy of which they send me each month . 

They honored me by asking me to attend their 

Investiture, but that wasn’t possible, so Brigitte asked 

me to write a greeting.  I worked on preparing my 

greeting in German, and since the Grand Master of the 

Order is Australian, she translated my greeting into 

English. In any case, it was indeed an honor for me to 

“represent” the St. Bernadette KofC at their Investiture.  

Brothers, we have just gone international. Included in 

this issue is an article by the Prior of Lower Saxony, 

Hans-Georg Pesch, which I hope you have read.  We 

now have an important international connection. Enjoy 

the pictures.     JW 
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17 18 
 

 

19 
Ice Cream Social 

6:00 pm Parish 
Hall 

 

20 

 
21 

 
 
 
 

22 
 
 

23 

 

24 
 

 

25 
 

26 
Installation of 
Officers right 

after Vigil Mass 

27 

 
 
                

28 

 
 

St. Augustine 

29 

 

30 
 

31 
 

1 

 

2 
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U.S. Ai r Force 
establ ished 

(1947) 
 

19 

 
 
 

20 

 
 

21 
 

 

22 

Toots ie Roll Drive 
at Fry’s

 

23 
Toots ie Roll Drive 

at Fry’s  

 

24 
  Toots ie Roll 

Drive after  a ll 
Masses.

                       
                                            

25 26 
 
 

27 

 
 

 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 
 

 

30 
 

S

K
 
R
o
b
e
r

t
o
 

P
a

s
t
r
a
n

a
, 
2
Y
r
. 
T

r
u
s

t
e

e 



Volume 3 Issue 2                                                                                                       Le Chevalier August 2017 p.12 
 

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221 

The Sad Irony of Hamilton 

and Planned Parenthood 
 4 

TOM HOOPES ON JANUARY 9, 2017 
Lin-Manuel Miranda wants you to donate to 
Planned Parenthood and he is 
offering Hamilton tickets to entice you. 
For Hispanic fans of his — my mother was a 
Mexican immigrant and I love his work 
in Hamilton,  In the Heights and Moana — 
watching the genius composer flack for Big 
Abortion is painful and sad. 
Planned Parenthood is everything people hate 
about big business and everything people hate 
about big government. It is a giant corporation 

that was literally caught red-handed selling infant 
body parts. It is also a taxpayer-funded entity 
originally founded for eugenics purposes. 
That’s what makes Miranda’s contest 
maddening. I have often dreamed of Latinos 
rising up to defend the heart of the American 
Experiment: The rights to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. It seemed to be happening: 
On the West Coast, we had Archbishop José 
Gómez promoting the American ideal to 
immigrants. On the East Coast, we had Lin-
Manuel Miranda. 
Only we didn’t. 

Miranda’s story is an interesting commentary on 
the struggle Latinos have trying to fit into 
America — or the lack of struggle they put up as 
they drop their values in favor of secular white 
American consumerism. 

His musical celebrates how Alexander Hamilton 
rose from his Caribbean origins through higher 
education in New York. That’s what Lin-Manuel’s 

dad, Luis, did: He graduated early from college in 
Puerto Rico and headed to NYU graduate studies. 
Lin-Manuel also rose through elite education. He 
tested into Manhattan’s Hunter elementary 
school for the gifted as a kindergartner, and 
continued through Hunter High. It was there he 
met Stephen Sondheim, who helped coach his 
classmates in a production of West Side Story. 
Growing up he watched Les Miserables, 
Cats, Phantom of the Opera and other shows live, 
including Rent on his 17th birthday. His father, a 
musical theater aficionado, showed him the 
movie versions of others. 
By his own admission, Lin-Manuel’s 
education kept him apart from other minority 
kids. It also kept him apart from those who 
dissent from the secular consumerist orthodoxy 
of the privileged. 

Miranda shows the irony of immigration in 
America: Assimilating to the privileged class 
made his success possible, but made his 
abandonment of Latino beliefs almost inevitable. 

Immigrants come to America pro-life. According 
to Pew: “Foreign-born Hispanics are more likely 
than U.S.-born Hispanics to say abortion should 
be illegal. About six-in-ten Hispanics born 
outside the U.S. (58%) say abortion should be 
mainly illegal; a third (33%) says it should be 
mainly legal.” 
Nonimmigrant blacks and Hispanics remain 
more pro-life than their white counterparts. 
They know not to trust the WASP conspiracy 
against their babies. My own mother would 
occasionally receive mail from pro-abortion 
organizations like Planned Parenthood. I helped 
her fill their prepaid return envelopes with lots 
of paper (with pro-life slogans printed on them) 
so we could cost the bad guys a little extra 
money. 

It’s no wonder why. The most recent Center for 
Disease Control numbers show black and 
Hispanics combined account for more than 55% 

https://www.catholicvote.org/the-sad-irony-of-hamilton-and-planned-parenthood/#comments
https://www.catholicvote.org/author/tom-hoopes/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/republicans.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/Select_Investigative_Panel_Final_Report.pdf
http://aleteia.org/2013/04/30/obama-obviously-doesnt-know-planned-parenthoods-history/
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2016/09/25/los-angeles-archbishop-sees-latino-moment-america/
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/02/09/hamiltons
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/16/theater/lin-manuel-miranda-creator-and-star-of-hamilton-grew-up-on-hip-hop-and-show-tunes.html?_r=0
http://www.pewforum.org/2014/05/07/chapter-9-social-and-political-views/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6410a1.htm?s_cid=ss6410a1_w#tab12
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of the abortion business. You can do the math: In 
America, black children are aborted three times 
as often as white children; Hispanics are aborted 
one and a half times as often. The organization 
“Protect Black Life” offers an interactive map on 
its site of the neighborhoods Planned 
Parenthood targets: black neighborhoods. 
How can Manuel, a lover of hip-hop and Hispanic 
music, defend Planned Parenthood, which profits 
from the misery of blacks and Latinos? 

“The thing it’s controversial for [abortion]is a 
very small part of the health services it 
provides,” he said in Planned Parenthood’s 
defense. 
He probably has in mind the Planned Parenthood 
spin that abortion accounts for “only 3%” of the 
services it. Even defenders of Planned 
Parenthood know that statistic is dishonest: 
Planned Parenthood clinics get at least a third of 
their revenue from that “3%.” 
I still love Hamilton. Its author is pro-abortion, 
but at Aleteia I counted at least 10 ways his 
musical is pro-life. 

I left one out. In the third cabinet battle 
Manuel wrote for the musical, he points out that 
it took religious activists (a “Quaker delegation”) 
to force the country to look at slavery and the 
right to liberty early on. 
Some things don’t change. Today, religious 
“extremists” are the only ones willing to look at 
abortion and the “right to life.” 

Wherever we stand on immigration, it is the job 
of Catholics to reassure immigrants that they 
don’t need to  give up their family-centered 
principles to succeed in American. 
Alexander Hamilton rejected the hypocrisy of 
slavery to champion the right to liberty. Today, 
most immigrants reject the elite’s abortion 
hypocrisy and promote the right to life. Lin-
Manuel Miranda should too. 

Reprinted from CatholicVote.org.                                        
The views expressed here are those of the 

author, and do not necessarily represent the 
views of CatholicVote.org

ABOUT AUTHOR 

 
TOM HOOPES 

Tom Hoopes, author of What Pope Francis Really Said, is writer in residence at Benedictine College, in 

Atchison, Kansas, where he teaches in the Journalism and Mass Communications Department and edits  The 

Gregorian, a Catholic identity speech digest. He was previously editor of the National Catholic Register for 10 

years and with his wife, April, of Faith & Family magazine for five. A frequent contributor to Catholic 

publications, he began his career as a reporter in the Washington, D.C., area and as press secretary for U.S. House Ways & Me ans 

Chairman Bill Archer. He lives in Atchison with his wife and those of  his nine children still at home. The views and opinions 

expressed on this blog do not necessarily reflect those of Benedictine College or the Gregorian Institute.  

         

 

 

 

 

 

http://abort73.com/abortion/abortion_and_race
http://www.protectingblacklife.org/
http://www.protectingblacklife.org/
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/12/27/lin-manuel-miranda-on-president-trump-i-know-what-i-m-going-to-fight-for-in-the-years-to-come.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2013/05/07/_3_percent_of_planned_parenthood_s_services_are_abortion_but_what_about.html
http://aleteia.org/2017/01/09/10-pro-life-messages-i-found-in-hamilton-the-musical/
http://genius.com/Lin-manuel-miranda-cabinet-battle-3-demo-lyrics
http://www.thegregorian.org/2016/our-lady-of-guadalupe-and-u-s-immigration
https://www.catholicvote.org/author/tom-hoopes/
https://www.amazon.com/What-Pope-Francis-Really-Said/dp/1632530503
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      August 19:  Ice Cream Social  

       

                                                                      August 26:   Installation of Officers 

                                            Right after 5:00 PM mass.  Wives and kids 

should                                                                              join us as well.  $10.00 per person—kids no                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                      Charge for admission!     

September 17: First                    September 17:  Pancake Breakfast.  

        A child eats for free when accompanied by  

                                        a paying adult!   Also:  Blood Donations! 

                                                                               

                                                                              September 22, 23, 24: Tootsie Roll Drive 

                                                                               

                     Oktober 7th    Oktoberfest 

                                                                                      present 

                                                        Oktoberfest – Oktober 7                             
                                                                                        Don’t miss this fun-filled event!  German Bratwurst              

                                  from Phoenix’ German Corner Butcher Shop.   

          The 24-Hour Knight 

No man is too busy to be an active Knight of 

Columbus. In fact, by giving just 24 hours a year to 

Knights of Columbus activities, a man can make an 

enormous difference. With just 24 hours, a man 

can serve his parish, help those in need in his local 

community, grow in his faith, and protect his 

family through our exclusive, top-rated insurance 

program. 

   What does the average Knight do with 24 hours? 

He will  spend: 

♦ 8 HOURS with his council on charitable projects 

for his church or community 

♦  4 HOURS enjoying a Knights of Columbus family 

event 

♦   4 HOURS attending council meetings to help 

plan future activities  

♦   6 Hours (30 minutes each month) reading 

Columbia magazine and other K of C publications, 

including kofc.org and kofc12164.org 

♦   1 HOUR discussing his family’s insurance needs 

with a Knights of Columbus field agent 

♦   1 HOUR attending Mass with his council. 

   If that is what can be done with the hours of just 

one day, imagine what a Knight could do with all  

the hours in a week!  

    When you present the time commitment of 

joining the Knights of Columbus in this way, it 

doesn’t seem very intimidating at all. Once a man 

sees how it can be so simple, and yet so 

rewarding, he’ll  want to join!  
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 Good of the Order Prayer List—July 2017                                        
Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families. 

 Kathy Johnson and George Welp, SK Richard Welp’s sister and uncle, who both passed away in Jul y.   

 SK Will iam Torresala. who had surgery on July 20
th

. 

 David Meeks 

 SK Ken McDonald  

 SK Virgil  Grzywa. 

 Rosie Pate  

 Connie Welp 

 SK Al and Johnna Minetti  

 Sergio Romero, SK Gene Arvizu’s cousin, who’s suffering from cancer. 

 Jim Smith and Dr. Gordon Wright, classmates of Jerry Wood who passed away in July. 

 For the Pope, every Priest and Deacon and all  the clergy. 

 For the souls of all  those, whose lives were taken by terrorists. 

 For the safety and good health of all  our military, police, and fire fighters. 

 For the good health of all  Knights and their families and our own Knights who continue to find the 

strength to keep coming out to do God’s will. 
 

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2017-18 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight        SK  Jerry Wood       602-568-2779        1
st

 Degree Team   SK Dan Conway           480-368-1427                                     

Chaplain                Fr. Peter Rossa            480-905-0221        Blood Drive           Dennis Logue               602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight   SK Richard Welp         602-826-1241        Oktoberfest          SK Gene Arvizu             480-272-9442        

Chancellor            SK David Wagner         414-828-4471       Social Committee SK Larry Bramanti        602-404-7692   

Financial Sec.       SK Michael Smalley     602-799-2256        Italian Dinner       SK Will iam Torresala    404-668-9399                                              

Treasurer              SK Gene Arvizu            480-776-4794      Food for the Poor   SK Santo Granziano     602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460       Tootsie Roll Drive SK Dan Conway             480-368-1427                                                                                                         

Advocate               Dennis Logue               602-595-1460       Rosary Sunday      Chair needed                                               

Warden                 SK   Vince Cefalu          602-350-9106       Free Throw Contest   Conrad Franks       623-628-6392                                                                                                            

Outside Guard      SK John Young              480-322-2035                                                                                                          

Inside Guard        Conrad Franks               623-628-6392      Golf Tournament    SK Lou DeLuco, SK Richard Welp                                                                                                            

3yr Trustee           SK Michael Dill             702-213-3737                                                                                                                  

2yr Trustee           SK Roberto Pastrana   480-323-0479                                                                                                                         

1yr Trustee           SK Lou DeLuco              602-524-7447       Webmaster           SK Roberto Pastrana                                                                

               Editor                     SK Jerry Wood         
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We’re on the Web!                      

See us at: 

www.kofc12164.org  
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St. Bernadette, oro pro nobis! 

You know that I love ice cream , 

but I love bratwurst and 

sauerkraut too!  I know! Let’s go to 

the Ice cream social on August 19th 

and the Oktoberfest on October 7! 

Great idea! And we can 

support our Knights of 

Columbus at the same 

time!

http://www.kofc12164.com/

