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Grand Knight’s 
Message 
WGK Gene Arvizu 

                                               

My dear 

Brothers, 

 

We have been 

witness to many changing events 

in our lives this year: the intense 

power of Mother Nature, 

Hurricane Patricia and 

earthquake in Nepal and 

surrounding areas. The multiple 

plane crashes. 

The Supreme Court’s re-defining 

of marriage. The tragic events 

ISIS continues to do while the 

world just stands around and 

watches as Christian brothers 

and sisters are martyred for 

loving our Lord Jesus Christ. But 

the most memorable event I can 

point out is the visit of Pope 

Francis to the United States. His 

mere presence has opened eyes, 

minds, and most importantly, 

HEARTS. Christians continue to 

talk about him and the non-

religious have accepted him as an 

example of true peace.  

I talk about Pope Francis because 

he is the one the world sees as 

the head of the Catholic faith. 

But we, as Catholics, know that 

Jesus is the one. I can’t imagine 

the impact Jesus would have if 

He had been the one who spoke to Congress. Or walked the 

streets talking to the poor and homeless. Or just giving the 

crowd His blessings. Imagine the minds and hearts He would 

change if He were the one we see on TV. The attitude of the 

world would change, and it would be a much better place to 

live in.  

Now, close your eyes and see Jesus walking through the 

crowds…………………Now imagine His blessing the sick and 

poor………………Now imagine His helping the lame to walk or 

the blind to see…………………. 

What a great feeling, right?  

We may not be able to cure the sick or make the blind see, 

but each one of us can do just one thing this Christmas 

season: CARE!  

Caring will open up doors for everyone involved. So let’s be 

like our leader, Pope Francis, and just have a caring heart. 

And just maybe this Christmas will be a memorable one for 

someone other than you.  

Merry Christmas to all of you and your families! May God 

Bless us all and may next year bring us closer to our Lord and 

a step closer to being a saint. 

 

  Thank you, 

Vivat Jesus, 

WGK Gene Arvizu 

  

   

 

You can buy this product at any Knights‘ event. 
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A Blessed and Merry Christmas to all 
Knights and their families! 

 
 
 

                

  

December 2015 

Ifunanya Chris Aneke                                                                                                                                   

Robert Cordaro                                                                                                                                                

Courtney Corgan                                                                                                                                           

Kerry Dillon                                                                                                                                                 

Timothy Mason                                                                                                                                       

Roberto Pastrana                                                                                                                                                             

Tom Putz                                                                                                                                                            

Peter Rossa Jr.                                                                                                                                       

Frederick Stanek                                                                                                                                                 

Don Tellis                                                                                                                                                       

Joseph Wurtenberger 

 

 

 

Andres Blanco 

Knight of the Month 

November 2015 

                                       

                                           Steven Haub 

Family of the Month 

November 2015  Though new to the 

Council, Steve and his family have helped 

out at several Knights’ functions already. 

Christmas Puppy 
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 by Father Raoul Plus, S.J. 

t is easy to understand how enraptured children 
can become at the contemplation of a tiny Babe 
in a manger. To have God reduce Himself to 

their own status, to become a child like them, to 
need a mother, what more could they desire! They 
feel on the same footing with Him. The Almighty is 
of their size!                                                                                    
We are told that on Christmas Eve, Saint John of 
the Cross used to carry a 
statue of the Infant Jesus in 
procession about the 
monastery. The procession 
would stop before each 
monk’s cell asking 
hospitality for the Divine 
Babe. The cells, like the 
hearts of the monks, would 
open to faith and to love. 
Only then would the statue 
be carried to the Crib and the Divine Office begin.                                                                                   
Children share the simplicity of these holy monks. 
Nothing attracts them more than the Crib. This 
very attraction makes it imperative that they learn 
about it correctly.                                                                             
Care must be taken not to mix in with the gospel 
mystery any details which the child will later come 
to recognize as false. The Gospel is sufficiently 
extraordinary in itself without our adding any of 
our own creations to it. If we do, we may well fear 
the child will become disgusted later at being 
deceived and reject everything.                                                                                               
Any charming legend or pious story we may want 
to tell them when they are very small should be 
kept quite distinct and handled very differently 
from the dogmatic truths and authentic historical 
facts we teach them. Let us not introduce fairies 

into the story of Joan of Arc’s childhood, nor put 
the legend of Saint Nicholas rescuing little children 
on the same level with the realities of the 
Redemption, with the facts of Our Lord’s saving us 
from hell.                                                                                
If, therefore, we are to capitalize on the child’s 
attraction for the marvelous, let us avoid abusing 
his credulity; above all when dealing with the lives 
of the saints, with the Blessed Virgin and with 

Christ, let us not mix the 
false with the true. Let us 
always keep on a plane 
apart those truths which 
are to be forever the object 
of indelible belief.                                                                    
There is, however, a 
positive suggestion to 
offer:  Explain to the child 
how Baptism has made him 
a living Crib; not a wooden 
manger padded with straw, 

but a living Crib; not a crib where little Jesus slept, 
but a Crib where all Three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity dwell, the Three Divine Persons. Here, too, 
is a splendid opportunity to show the child the 
difference between the two presences—the 
presence of God in the soul through grace and the 
presence of Jesus in the stable through the 
Incarnation. 

        

Taken from Christ in the Home by Father Raoul Plus, S.J. 

 

 

 

 

I 

Children                                                                                  

and Christmas 



Volume 1 Issue 6                                                                                                                                       Le Chevalier Dec. 2015 pg.4 
 

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221 

Saint of the Month 

St. Nicholas 

St. Nicholas, the real person, lived in A.D. 270 in the Roman 
town of Myra. He was a beloved bishop who cared deeply for 
the poor. Wearing a red bishop's cloak and accompanied by a 
little orphan boy as his helper, he would secretly toss sacks of 
gold through the windows of the needy, pay for the dowries 
of impoverished young brides, and deposit coins and treats in 
the shoes of children. 
 
One story tells of Nicholas' determination to stop a poor 
father from selling his three daughters into prostitution for 
lack of dowry. Upon awakening one morning, the father 
found a bag of gold that he believed was a godsend but had 
been left anonymously by Nicholas. Sneaking away one night 
after his third visit, the father caught him, kissed his feet and 
said, "Nicholas, why do you conceal yourself from me? You 
are my helper, and the one who has delivered my soul and 
my daughters' from hell."  

St. Nicholas was canonized after his death, which was on the 
sixth of December in A.D. 342. He is the patron saint of 
children, sailors, voyagers, brides, and the country of Greece, 
to name a few. He is often depicted next to a barrel in which 
the bodies of three murdered children were hidden but were 
restored to life by the Saint. His relics exist today in Bari, Italy, 
after being transferred in 1807. After fifteen hundred years 
they are still known to heal many illnesses.   
 
St. Nicholas was long revered and his story remained popular 
for many years. Elaborate feasts were celebrated each year 
on the day of his death and small gifts were left in the shoes 
of children in his honor. His popularity only waned during the 
Protestant Reformation when the veneration of Catholic 
saints was suppressed throughout many parts of Europe. 
His story was kept alive, however, in the Netherlands where 
he was known as "Sinterklaas," or Sint Klaas, which means 
Saint Nicholas in English. According to folklore, Sinterklaas 
was a "kindly figure who traveled from house to house on the 
evening of December 5, leaving treats or presents in 
children's shoes in exchange for a snack for his horses." In the 
Dutch tradition, Sinterklaas "wore red bishop's robes, had 
elfin assistants, and rode his horses over rooftops before 
slipping down the chimney to deliver the gifts." 
 
It was the Dutch who brought the mythical Santa Claus, along 
with the Dutch name, to America. Upon landing in the New 
World in 1642, "Dutch explorers, led by Henry Hudson, built 
their first church on the island of Manhattan" and dedicated 
it to Sinterklaas. In 1664 the British took over New 
Amsterdam and decided to adopt the Dutch version of 

Sinterklaas and merge it with their own Father Christmas in 
observance of the Winter Solstice. Over time, these two 
merry old gentlemen merged into one, and the name was 
modified to "Sancte Claus." 
 
Years later, in 1773, Santa Claus was mentioned in a New 
York City newspaper. In his book published in 1809, A History 
of New York, author Washington Irving described him as 
"portly and smoking a pipe" instead of as a "lanky bishop." 
Then in 1822, Clement Moore, an Episcopal priest, wrote his 
famous poem "A Visit from Saint Nicholas," more commonly 
known as "'The Night Before Christmas" which depicted Santa 
with a stomach "like a bowl full of jelly" and a magical sleigh 
with a sack full of toys led by eight tiny reindeer. 
 
Illustrations accompanied these stories. For the first St. 
Nicholas anniversary dinner at the New York Historical 
Society in 1810, artist Alexander Anderson was commissioned 
by John Pintard to draw an image of the Saint. Perhaps the 
most famous was that of Coca-Cola ad illustrator Haddon 
Sundblom of a 1930s Santa clad in a white fur-lined red suit 
and black leather boots. 
 
These famous authors and illustrators provided for us the 
iconic image of the Santa Claus we know and love today. This 
image became the standard for reasons that are quite simple: 
a jolly, rosy cheeked, kindhearted, generous, gift-giving soul 
appeals to people. The unique gifts and talents of the 
authors, illustrators and poets brought him to life for us. 

 

                                        St. Nicholas, ora pro nobis. 

Credit should be given where credit is due: Santa wouldn't 
exist if St. Nicholas, the bishop of Myra, hadn't existed. A real, 
self-sacrificing, generous man with a gentle soul: St. Nicholas 
is the exemplar for the Santa Claus we know and love today. 
 

 

http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.sinterklaasrhinebeck.com/what-is-sinterklaas.php
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.sinterklaasrhinebeck.com/what-is-sinterklaas.php
http://www.unmuseum.org/santa.htm
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.unmuseum.org/santa.htm
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
http://www.livescience.com/5953-santa-claus-real-man-myth.html
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Upcoming Events and 
Recognitions  

                                            
                                                 

  

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1:  New Church building on Nov. 21, 2015. Note the cupola 
at the side waiting to be mounted atop the bell tower. Photo: J. 
Wood 

 

  

Come and see Santa at the KofC Pancake Breakfast on Dec. 13th! 
Bring the kids; don't miss this event! 

 

 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

            

Third Sunday of every month. 

(This month on the 2nd, Dec. 13th) 

Sign up to donate blood after all 

masses  

At the Knights of Columbus Blood 

Drive on Sunday morning 

Date:  December 6, 2015 

You don’t have to be a doctor 

 

         To save lives: Just donate Blood.  
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Pictures…  Red, White, and Blue Mass, 

Nov. 14, 2015 

 

Figure 2:  Sir Knights awaiting the call to march. Photo: J. 
Bleichroth 

 

Figure 3: Senior Chief Jon Altmann, USN, at the ambo. J. Bleichroth 

 

Figure 4: Sir Knights lead the procession.  Photo: J.Bleichroth 

 

 

Figure 5: Chief Master Sergeant Al Minitti carries the flag to the 
altar. Photo: J. bleichroth 

 

Figure 6: Chief M/Sgt. Minitti salutes the colors. Photo: J.Bleichroth 

 

Figure 7:  USAF Brigadier 

General Donald Lindberg, 

featured speaker at the 

Nov. 11
th

 Ceremony at St. 

John XXIII School. Photo: 

J.Woodd 
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More pictures… 

 

Figure 8:  Deacon Al Homiski addresses the audience as                                                 
MC Lt.Col. Mike Dugan looks on. Photo: J.Wood 

 

Figure 9; CMSgt Al Minitti, CC Larry Bleichroth, WGK Gene Arvizu, 
Lt.Col. Mike Dugan, Fr. Vetour, Lt. Col. Frank Dogherty gather in 
the school library for breakfast and socializing. Photo: J.Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12 The Mass is ended; go in peace. Photo: J. Bleichroth 

 

Figure 11: CC Larry 
Bleichroth Photo: S. Cefalu Figure 10: Douglas Findling, 70-

year member of the Knights of 
Columbus.  Photo: V. Cefalu 
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December 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
First Sunday of 

Advent 

 

30 
 

1 
 
 

2  

Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm. 

 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
Second Sunday 

of Advent 
 

7 8 9  
Council Meeting  

7:00 pm 

 

10 11 
Patriots’ Day 

12 

13 
Third Sunday of 

Advent 
Pancake Breakfast 
with Santa Claus! 

14  

 
 
 

15 16 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20  

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 

! 

21 22 23 24 
 
 

25  

Christmas 
Day 

26 

27  
Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph 

         28 

Holy Innocents 

 
                        

29 
St. Thomas of 

Canterbury 

30 31 
New Year’s Eve 

1 
New Year’s Day 

2 

 
 

  January 2016    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 

Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, and 

Joseph 

28 
Holy Innocents 

 

29 

St. Thomas of 
Canterbury 

 

30 
Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm. 

31 1 
New Year’s Day 

         2 

 

3 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

6  

Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm. 

7 8 
 

 

9 

Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

 

10 
 

11 12 13 
Council Meeting  

7:00 pm 

 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 

17 
 

18 19 
 
 

20 
 
 

 

21 

 
 

22 
 

23 

St. Stephen 

          24 

            
                 31 

     

         25 

 
         

26 

 
 

27 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 
 

30 
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 Good of the Order Prayer List—October 2015 

Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families. 

 Gene Arvizu’s wife, Karla, who has delivered and brought home Maria Sophia 

Arvizu!! 
 Randy Corgan, Courtney Corgan’s brother who has cancer.  
  Ken McDonald’s son, Kevin,  who is suffering from melanoma. 
 For the safety and good health of all our veterans, active military, police, and fire 

fighters. 
 For the good health of all Knights and their families. 

 

Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2015-16 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight      SK  Gene Arvizu       480-272-9442        1
st

 Degree Team  SK Dan Conway                                             

Chaplain                Dcn. SK Bob Torigian 480-905-0221        Blood Drive           Dennis Logue           602-595-1460                            

D. Grand Knight   SK Roberto Pastrana  480-323-0479        Oktoberfest         SK Tony Lugay           480-720-4322        

Chancellor            SK David Wagner        414-828-4471        Social Committee SK Larry Bramanti   602-404-7692   

Financial Sec.       SK Daniel Conway        480-368-1427       Italian Dinner       Chair needed                                                  

Treasurer             Sk Richard Welp           602-826-1241       Food for the Poor SK Santo Granziano 602-321-1673                                                                                                                               

Recorder               SK Frank Scarpone      480-540-8460       Tootsie Roll Drive SK Ken McDonald    480-213-2440                                                                                                         

Advocate               Dennis Logue               602-595-1460       Rosary Sunday      SK Ken McDonald                                                                                                        

Warden                 SK Don Tellis                 602-370-3271       Free Throw Contest    SK John Smith & Brian Weber                                                                                                                 

Inside Guard        Conrad Franks              623-628-6392                                                                          602-788-1434                                     

Outside Guard     SK Vince Cefalu            480-          Golf Tournament   SK Mike Miller, SK Lou DeLuca,                                                                                                            

3yr Trustee           SK Michael Smalley    602-799-2256                  SK Richard Welp                             480-948-5238                                                                                                           

2yr Trustee           SK Mike Miller             602-996-8824                                                                                                                            

1yr Trustee           SK Larry Bleichroth     602-996-1691        Webmaster                      SK Roberto Pastrana                                                                

              Le Chevalier Editor          SK Jerry Wood        602-568-2779 
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St. Thomas Aquinas, 

ora pro nobis! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

St. Bernadette Council 

12164 

16245 N. 60th Street  

Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Phone: 

(480) 905-0221 

Fax: 

(480)905-0249 

 

 

 

Le Chevalier 

 

We’re on the Web!                      

See us at: 

www.kofc12164.org  

 

 

St. Bernadette Council 12164                                                                                                                                 

Knights of Columbus                                                                                                                                             

16245 N. 60th Street                                                                                                                      

Scottsdale, AZ   85254 
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City, St. Zip Code 
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