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Grand Knight’s 
Message 
WGK Gene Arvizu 

 

My fellow 

Knights:   

My name is 

Ernest (Gene) 

Arvizu and I will be your elected 

Grand Knight for the 2015-2016 

Columbian year. Let me take a 

few minutes and bore you with 

some information about myself. 

My wife, Karla, and I have been 

married for thirteen wonderful 

years. We have four beautiful 

children:  Zabinia, Roberto, Dante, 

and Juanpablo, and are expecting 

our fifth in November. God has 

blessed us with a large family. 

I was born and raised in Douglas, 

AZ just 4 short hours south of 

Scottsdale. I am a US Army 

Veteran and served in the Arizona 

National Guard. I currently work 

with US Customs and Border 

Protection. 

I started my Knighthood in 2005. I 

wasn’t totally aware of what being 

a Knight was, but I had little time 

to think about it. I signed up and 

the next day I went through the 

First degree ceremony. I am glad I 

took that first step. A year later I 

attended the Second and Third degree ceremony. My 

involvement in the council started to grow. I attended more 

business meetings and attended more Knights’ functions. I was 

proud of becoming a Knight. When I felt the time was right, I 

took the last step and became a Fourth degree Sir Knight. 

I have been part of St. Bernadette’s Council 12164 for about 2 

½ years and have enjoyed being your Deputy Grand Knight. I 

have learned a lot about being a Knight from this council and 

hope to practice the knowledge I’ve gained in my leadership of 

this council. My greatest joy about being a Knight is the giving. 

The love of giving is not easily achieved but is earned through 

the same act and becomes easier the more you give. It 

eventually becomes part of who you are.  I have seen this 

virtue in many of the Knights in our council. Unfortunately, I 

have a long way to go to reach their level, but my goal is to 

become one of those Knights. 

In closing, I would like to thank our outgoing Grand Knight, 

Michael Smalley, in all his selfless acts of kindness and charity 

to Council 12164 and the parish of St. Bernadette’s. His 

accomplished work will stay with this council and I pray my 

leadership as Grand Knight will emulate his. I love you my 

friend and my brother. 

God bless all the outgoing officers for your hard work and a 

huge welcome to the incoming officers and the hard work you 

are about to put forth. 

Our work has just begun. 

 In God’s grace,           

Fraternally, 

WGK Gene Arvizu      
 

St. Bernadette 

Council 12164 

480-905-0221 

Scottsdale, AZ 

 

 

Inside this issue: 

Grand Knights’ Report 1 

PGK’s Message           2 

DGK’s  Report              3 

Editor’s Message         3 

Saint of the Month       4 

Council Events and 

Recognition                  5 

Fraternal Benefits 

Advisor   (coming soon) 

Pictures of Recent 

Events                           6 

Calendars                    7 

Contact Numbers       8 

Good of the Order 

Prayer List                      8 

 

 

 

  
  Le Chevalier   



Volume 1 Issue 1                                                                                                                                       Le Chevalier July 2015 pg. 2 
 

St. Bernadette Council 12164 480-905-0221 

Past Grand Knight’s 
Message 
 

Brother Knights: 

 

It has been my honor to serve as your Grand Knight for the 

past two years. Here are a few of your accomplishments: 

 Pancake Breakfast Attendance increased with the help of St.   

Nicholas and the Easter Bunny 

 Mother's Day Roses 

 Rosary Sunday Participation (family representing St. 

Bernadette's were KNIGHTS) 

 Columbian Award 

 Star Council 

 Ice Cream Social 

 Lenten Soup Dinner 

 Continued Support to St. Joe's Youth Camp 

 Outstanding 4th Degree Regalia Team 

 Oktoberfest 

 Italian Dinner 

 Golf Tournament 

 Parish Socials 

 

I want to thank all of you who chaired events and those of 

you who worked hard for those chairmen.  

 

Step back, take a deep breath and get ready for the next 

fraternal year. Our installation of new officers will be held on 

August 29, 2015, after the 5:00 PM Mass. Start making plans 

to attend with your wife and kids. Attending the installation is 

a great way to show your support of our new officers. 

 

We all joined the Knights for different reasons, but generally 

wanting to serve our Catholic Community and being around 

like- minded Catholics were at the top of the list. Now is the 

time to make a commitment to be an active participant this 

coming year. Attend at least one meeting a quarter (all would 

be great), participate in at least one of our fund raisers or 

socials this coming year. Wear YOUR BADGE to mass each 

week.  

 

Offer the opportunity to at least one Catholic Gentlemen a 

year to become a Knight.  

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Michael Smalley 

Past Grand Knight  

 

 

 

 
 

 
This is our goal; see the picture of the progress on page 6 of this 
edition of Le Chevalier to see how it is coming along. 

 
This is the Grotto at Mt. St. John, Beavercreek, Ohio, the 
monastery for Marianist Brothers who are studying at the 
University of Dayton.  Photo:  J.Wood 
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Deputy Grand Knight’s Message 
WDGK Roberto Pastrana  

Our council is committed to attain the Columbian 

Award - recognition for those Knights of Columbus 

(KofC) councils deemed outstanding in their 

implementation of service programs in the cycle. 

In other words, our council may be recognized for 

serving the community in which we live. Serving is our main purpose 

while being in this world, and our council provides us the 

opportunity to accomplish it. The Columbian Award is a medium 

with the support of our KofC council.  

Note that a successful KofC program depends on people’s taking 

action: from conception, through adaptation until successful 

implementation to the local needs. Desire is not enough; action and 

participation are key elements to create a real impact. For those 

with competitive passion, leading a program until completion could 

be a nice rewarding experience. 

Even the simplest and easiest contribution can make a huge impact. 

For example, just by telling your friends and neighbors about KofC 

events you are supporting our purpose; inviting them to events like 

Oktoberfest, or that your Church community is collecting palms for 

Palm Sunday can attract new contributors to our Church community. 

For those interested in higher involvement into the Service 

Programs, there are different alternatives and levels in which you 

may participate. We have all kinds of programs related to our 

Church, community, council, family, culture of life, and youth 

activities. You may participate in just one once a year for only one 

hour, or to the extreme of being present in every one of the 

activities at all times. 

“The Service Program is designed to establish each council as an 

influential and important force within the community, elevate the 

status of the programming personnel, provide more meaningful and 

relevant programs of action, establish direct areas of responsibility, 

build leadership, and ensure the success of council programs.” Help 

us to accomplish that objective.  

Please contact us for more information or if you are interested in 

participating or proposing activities for the accomplishment of the 

Columbian Award. Your participation can have a high impact in your 

community by talking action. It is always welcomed and appreciated. 

 

From the Editor 
Jerry Wood, Editor 

My dear Brothers: 

I am honored to be the editor of our council’s 

newsletter, which we are calling “Le Chevalier,” 

the French word for Knight.  As the St. Bernadette 

Council of the Knights of Columbus, I am certain 

that you will note the significance of the name and 

the reason for using the French word.  

This will probably be my only missive to you because I do not 

anticipate having a monthly column, but I want you to know a few 

details about this endeavor.  We will have regular monthly articles 

regarding “Family of the Month” and “Knight of the Month.”  There 

will always be a calendar of upcoming events as well as advertising 

for the imminent activities of the council.  Have a look through this 

first edition and see if there is anything you think we should add.  I 

am openly soliciting articles and pictures from all of you.  You can 

help us make Le Chevalier a publication, to which every member of 

the council will look forward every month.  To insure that anything 

you send me can be considered, please see that it reaches me no 

later the 20
th

 of the month. 

We also have a brand new website.  We anticipate including many 

items of interest there.  One part will consider the history of the St. 

Bernadette Council 12164.  Some of you may have pictures and 

memories of various events, and I request that you share those with 

me in order to have them permanently included in the website’s 

history of our Council. Our Worthy Deputy Grand Knight, Roberto 

Pastrana, will be managing the website.  It is one, which is geared 

toward the Knights of Columbus, and eventually, we hope that it will 

provide everything you want to know about our council and how we 

participate in the events of our parish. And how you can join us in 

that participation! 

Thank you for reading through my note.  I look forward to hearing 

from you and receiving your help to make Le Chevalier an 

outstanding newsletter. To anyone who may be reading this who is 

not yet a Knight, please consider joining us so that you can help us 

make our Council even more active in its support of St. Bernadette 

Roman Catholic Parish.  We have a beautiful church building that is 

going up very quickly, and I am certain that all of you are as excited 

about that as all of us.  To those Brothers who have not participated 

lately in any our activities: We look forward to seeing you again 

really soon as you become active in the Council’s activities. 

Fraternally,  

 Jerry T. Wood 
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Saint of the Month 

In each issue of Le Chevalier we plan to honor a different saint.  

Since this is our very first issue, it seems appropriate to honor the 

patron of our parish:  St. Bernadette. Her story is well known, but if 

you haven’t seen the movies, read about her here. 

 St. Bernadette was born at Lourdes, France. 

Her parents were very poor and she herself was in poor 

health. One Thursday, February 11, 1858, when she was sent 

with her younger sister and a friend to gather firewood, a 

very beautiful Lady appeared to her above a rose bush in a 

grotto called Massabielle. The lovely Lady was dressed in blue 

and white. She smiled at Bernadette and then made the sign 

of the cross with a rosary of ivory and gold. Bernadette fell on 

her knees, took out her own rosary and began to pray the 

rosary. The beautiful Lady was God's Mother, the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. She appeared to Bernadette seventeen other 

times and spoke with her. She told Bernadette that she 

should pray sinners, do penance and have a chapel built there 

in her honor. Many people did not believe Bernadette when 

she spoke of her vision. She had to suffer much. But one day 

Our Lady told Bernadette to dig in the mud. As she did, a 

spring of water began to flow. The next day it continued to 

grow larger and larger. Many miracles happened when 

people began to use this water. When Bernadette was older, 

she became a nun. She was always very humble. More than 

anything else, she desired not to be praised. Once a nun 

asked her if she had temptations of pride because she was 

favored by the Blessed Mother. "How can I?" she answered 

quickly. "The Blessed Virgin chose me only because I was the 

most ignorant." What humility! Her feast day is April 16th. 

On April 16, 1879, Bernadette -- or Sister Marie-Bernard, as 

she was known within her order -- died in the Sainte Croix 

(Holy Cross) Infirmary of the Convent of Saint-Gildard. She 

was thirty-five. 

 

Born into a humble family which little by little fell into 

extreme poverty, Bernadette had always been a frail child. 

Quite young, she had already suffered from digestive trouble, 

then after having just escaped being a victim of the cholera 

epidemic of 1855, she experienced 

painful attacks of asthma, and her ill 

health almost caused her to be cut off 

forever from the religious life. When 

asked by Monsignor Forcade to take 

Bernadette, Louise Ferrand, the 

Mother Superior of the Sisters of 

Nevers, replied: "Monsignor, she will be a pillar of the 

infirmary". 

 

At least three times during her short life-time, she received 

the last Sacraments. She was gradually struck by other 

illnesses as well as asthma: among them, tuberculosis of the 

lung and a tubercular tumor on her right knee. On 

Wednesday, April 16, 1879, her pain became much worse. 

Shortly after eleven she seemed to be almost suffocating and 

was carried to an armchair, where she sat with her feet on a 

footstool in front of a blazing fire. She died at about 3.15 in 

the afternoon. 

 

The civil authorities permitted her body to remain on view to 

be venerated by the public until Saturday, April 19. Then it 

was "placed in a double coffin of lead and oak, which was 

sealed in the presence of witnesses who signed a record of 

the events." Among the witnesses were "inspector of the 

peace, Devraine, and constables Saget and Moyen." 

 

The nuns of Saint-Gildard, with the support of the Bishop of 

Nevers, applied to the civil authorities for permission to bury 

Bernadette's body in a small chapel dedicated to 

Saint Joseph which was within the confines of the convent. 

The permission was granted on April 25, 1879, and on April 

30, the local Prefect pronounced his approval of the choice of 

the site for burial. Immediately they set to work on preparing 

the vault. On May 30, 1879, Bernadette's coffin was finally 

transferred to the crypt of the Chapel of Saint Joseph. A very 

simple ceremony was held to commemorate the event.    

St. Bernadette, ora pro nobis! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    St. Bernadette as she appears today. 

 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8984
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=1817
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=1817
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6225
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/rosary.php
http://www.catholic.org/prayers/sacrament.php?id=4
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2799
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=9620
http://www.catholic.org/saints/f_day/
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3328
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=4568
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8121
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11156
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10046
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8582
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1918
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2799
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6477
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=3546
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2799
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2755
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                          Knights of Columbus  

Upcoming Events and 
Recognitions  

    

 

 

Oktoberfest – Oktober3 
(tentative date) 
Don’t miss this fun-filled event!  German 

Bratwurst from  Phoenix’ German Corner 

Butcher Shop.   

After the delicious repast, a German sing-a-long 

with your host, Jerry Wood and Rainer Fischer at 

the accordion.   

 Saturday, October 3rd, 2015, in the Ramada right 

after the Vigil Mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus First 

Pancake Breakfast of the Fall 

2015 

Join the Knights in the 

Ramada right after 10:00 AM Mass 

on Sunday, September 20th, for a 

delicious breakfast:  pancakes, eggs 

and sausage, coffee and juice. Bring 

the whole family on this third Sunday 

and every third Sunday from 

September through May.   

Support your Council! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up to donate blood after all 

masses  

At the Knights of Columbus Blood 

Drive on Sunday morning 

Date:  TBA 

You don’t have to be a doctor  

To save lives: Just donate Blood.  

 

 

If you would like to become 

active in the Council’s Food 

for the Poor program, please 

contact Santo Graziano at 

602-321-1673.  The demands of 

being a volunteer are very 

gentle.  You pick up bakery 

goods from Paradise Bakery 

in the evening and deliver 

them the next morning to the 

Sunny Slope St. Vincent 

DePaul Center at 10th Ave. 

and Hatcher. You may work 

as often as you wish.  

Become involved! 
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Pictures to remember—get in the 
picture! 

 

Figure 1. Doug Flitcroft, Italian Dinner chairperson, discusses 
strategy with Brian Weber at the Dinner setup.  Photo: J.Wood 

 

Figure 2.  New Sir Knights Vince Cefalu, William Coomey, and David 
Wagner join SK’s Larry Bleichroth, FN Arnie Miller, and FC John 
Simon after the June 13

th
 4

th
 Degree Exemplification. Photo: 

J.Wood 

 

Figure 3.  Karla Arvizu prepares a table center piece for the Italian 
Dinner. SK Richard Welp brings supplies for the decoration. Photo: 
J.Wood 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.  New Sir Knights Vince Cefalu, William Coomey, and David 
Wagner. SK Roberto Pastrana was not available for the 
picture. Photo: J.Wood 

 

Figure 5.  SK Santo Graziano joins Jack Chapman in the 
presentation of an award plaque from the St. Vincent DePaul 
Society to Paradise Bakery General Manager Jack LaQua. Photo: 
J.Wood 

 

Figure 6.  New building for St. Bernadette Catholic Parish. Picture 
taken on June 11, 2015. Photo: J.Wood 
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July 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

28 
 
 
 

29 30 1  

Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm 

2 3 4 
Independence 

Day 

5 
 
 
 

6 7 8  
 

9 10   

VE Day 1945 

11    

12 
 
 
 

13 4 15   

Council Meeting  
7:00 pm 

 

16 17   
 

18  

19 
 
 
 

20   21 22 23 24 25 

26 
 
                  
 

27   
End of Korean 

War 1953 

28 29 30 31 1 

 
 

  August 2015    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 
 
 
 

27 
End of Korean 

War 1953 

28 29 
 
 

30 31 1  
 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 4 5   

Officers’ 
Meeting  
7:00 pm 

6 7 
Purple Heart Day 

8  
 
 

9 
 
 
 

10 11 12 
Council Meeting  

7:00 pm 

13 14 
V-J Day 1945 

15 

16  

 

17   18 19 20  
 
 
 

21 22 

23 
 
 

               30 

24 
 
 

         31 

25 26 27 28 29  
Installation of 

Officers right after 
the Vigil Mass 
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Officers, Directors, and Program Chairmen—2015-16 

Officers:       Committee Chairmen: 

Grand Knight      SK  Gene Arvizu       480-272-9442        1
st

 Degree Team  SK Dan Conway 

Chaplain   Dcn. SK Bob Torigian 480-905-0221        Blood Drive   Dennis Logue                    602-595-1460 

D. Grand Knight SK Roberto Pastrana  480-323-0479        Oktoberfest   SK Gene Arvizu 

Chancellor SK David Wagner       414-828-4471         Social Committee SK Larry Bramanti       602-404-7692                        

Financial Sec. SK Dan Conway          480-368-1427         Pancake Breakfast   SK John Young 

Treasurer SK Richard Welp        602-826-1241         Italian Dinner Doug Flitcroft 

Recorder SK Frank Scarpone    480-540-8460         Food for the Poor   SK Santo Graziano       602-321-1673 

Advocate: Dennis Logue             602-595-1460         Webmaster  SK Roberto Pastrana 

Warden  Don Tellis                   602-370-3271         Editor     SK  Jerry Wood                                602-568-2779 

Inside Guard Conrad Franks           623-628-6392 

Outside Guard SK Vince Cefalu      

3yr Trustee SK Michael Smalley    602-799-2256          

2yr Trustee SK Mike Miller          602-996-8824 

1yr Trustee SK Larry Bleichroth   602-996-1691 

 Good of the Order Prayer List—June 2015 

Brothers, please join us as we pray for the following Knights and their families. 

 Jerry Wood’s brother Joe Wood will have prostate surgery on June 25
th

 

 Jerry Wood’s sister, Debbie Wood, will have a hysterectomy on July 28. 

 Courtney Corgan who may have heart issues. 

 Dan Conway who has to have a knee replacement. 

 Bob Julian our District Deputy who had a heart attack and is recovering. 

 Gene Arvizu’s wife, Karla, who is pregnant. 

 Deacon Bob’s mother who passed away. 

 All Knights for their continued health. 
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Bl. Margaret Pole Chapel in 
the Tower of London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Ora pro nobis! 

  

St. Bernadette Council 

12164 

16245 N. 60th Street  

Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Phone: 

(480) 905-0221 

Fax: 

(480)905-0249 

 

 

 

Le Chevalier 

 

We’re on the Web!                      

See us at: 

www.  

 

 

St. Bernadette Council 12164                                                                                                                                 

Knights of Columbus                                                                                                                                             

16245 N. 60th Street                                                                                                                                            

Scottsdale, AZ   85254 

 

 

 

NAME                                                                                                                 

Street Address                                                                                                                                                   

Address 2                                                                                                                                                                         

City, St. Zip Code 

 

 Blessed  Margaret 
Pole. Martyr 

http://www.kofc12164.com/

