
 

Brother Knights, 

 I hope all is well with you and your families. Advent 
and the Christmas season are always a fun and exciting 
time to spend with family and friends. We recently cele-
brated the feast day of St. Nicholas. As Knights, we have 
a lot in common with St. Nicolas in our charity and stand-
ing up for the innocent. Saint Nicholas lost his parents 
during a pandemic and inherited all his family’s wealth. 
Nicholas used that wealth to help others around him. Like 
Nicholas we do not use the money we raise for our own 
gain or profit from our pancake breakfasts, hot dog 
stand sales and the Walleye Classic but instead give to 
our parish and groups in our community.  

 St. Nicholas was also known for standing up for the 
innocent. The Knights stand up for the innocent by pro-
tecting the unborn through many activities like March for 
Life, the monthly prayer outside of planned parenthood 
and our donations to the Northwoods Pregnancy Care 
Center. 

 Lastly, like St. Nicholas, who did not just give gifts 
on Christmas but whenever and however he could, we 
Knights, we give of our time and talents whenever and 
however we can. Through our work, we have been blessed 
with the ability to help so many. “The giver of every good 
and perfect gift has called upon us to mimic Gods giving, 
by grace, through faith, and this is not of ourselves.” -St. 
Nicholas of Myra 

 May the advent of Jesus mark the beginning of all 
good things for you, your families and your friends.             

Vivat Jesus, 

Randy Lipscy, Grand Knight   

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST                           
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2nd 

The next pancake breakfast is on January 
2nd and  the last one is on February 6th. We 

need 22 people for each breakfast to make this event  
successful. If you’re able to help please contact me.  

Your volunteering will be appreciated. Thank you! 

Dan Shea, Chairman - (218)760 6616 

danielshea@paulbunyan.net 

MEMBER DEATHS 
We lost 2 brother Knights this past month. Jim Gorham was 
a 4th  Degree Member of our Council. Jim passed away on 
November 11th. 

Denny Erpelding was a long time member of our council, and 
had switched to the Blackduck Council when their new  
council was formed a few years ago. Denny passed away on  
December 2nd. 



   Council Meeting Thursday, December 16th 

Can’t be in person? Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83366593662?
pwd=THAxMWtOdDdsZmgzTHFLaFZPbTdTQT09 

Direct Dial: 1-312-626-6799  

Meeting ID: 833 6659 3662 

Passcode: 403504 

KNIGHT OF THE MONTH                                   
Don Theis 

Don Theis, our December Knight of the month, has been a 
Knight since January 2002. This past year I had the 
pleasure of working with Don in the hot dog stand at Art 
in the Park and at the Blackduck Wood Carvers Festival. 
He told me when he joined the Knights, he had a young 
family and many commitments and didn’t really do much 
other than pay his dues every year. He said that now that 
his kids are grown, and things are more settled down he 
wanted to start participating more. Don’s example of 
helping how you can, when you can is why Don is our      
December Knight of the month. 

PRAYER AT PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD       

Saturday, December 18th 

Once each month, on the third Saturday, from  10 to 
11AM, we will gather at the Planned Parenthood office to 
pray for the end of abortion. 

Please join us! 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT REQUIREMENTS 

Diocesan Safe Environment Certification is necessary, 
EACH YEAR for all members of the Knights of Columbus 
who actively participate in youth-related activities on  
parish property. 

Training offered online at: http://www.crookston.org/
secertification. Paper copies of the training module are 
available at the Parish Office and School Office. Ques-
tions regarding Safe Environment Training/Certification, 
please contact Kris Jensen, kjensen@stphilipsbemidji.org 

CHRISTMAS BINGO     
Don’t miss our meeting on Thursday!                             

Play Bingo, win some great prizes during  Christmas Bingo!!  
Come join in the fun ! 

SUNDAY ROSARY 
Each Sunday, the Knights are responsible for 
leading the Rosary after the 7:30 AM Mass. 
Please join us as we pray the Rosary Together 
either after Mass or before the 9:00 AM 
Mass.   If anyone wishes to help lead or be a 
sub please contact me. 

Dan Shea, (218)760-6616, danielshea@paulbunyan.net  

St.Philip’s School Scholarship 
We had the drawing at our November council meeting to see 
who had the luck of having your name out of the hat for our 6 
winners. What did you have to do to be eligible to win one of the 
six scholarships?   Be a member of our council and have children 
attending and supporting our St. Philips Catholic school. Each 
winner will   receive a  $500 scholarship.  The winners were Wil-
liam Beise, Jason Braunhausen, Chuck Cole, Tony Kramer, Travis 
Zachman and Jason Lock.  Congratulations!! 



 

Advent Greetings Brother Knights! 

The annual dues billing will be going out soon, I will have state-
ments available at the December 16th Council meeting for those 
in attendance. To celebrate the season the meeting will kick off 
with the Rosary, Mass, and for dinner: PRIME RIB! Christmas 
Bingo will be part of the meeting as well. 

The board has approved the use of credit cards to pay your 
dues, instructions will be in the dues billing notice – however 
gambling regulations prohibit us from taking credit cards for 
the MN State Foundation Raffle. You can still mail these back 
to me, or to save postage, all dues and raffle monies can be left 
in the Sunday collection using the return envelope provided. 

We appreciate your generosity for supporting the following 
charities: 

Pennies for Seminarians: All seminarians in the state benefit 
from the Pennies for Seminarians Fund.                                                                 
Jim Campbell Fund: Funds are for continuing education costs 
for Priests and Religious in MN. 
Student Loans: This State program helps Knights & their fami-
ly attend college, tech schools and grad programs with low in-
terest student loans. 
High School Scholarship Fund: Scholarships for high school 
Catholic senior in our council area who are active in the Catholic 
church, their school, community, and plans to attend college. 
(#1544 program) 
Global Wheelchair Mission: These wheelchairs change the lives 
of their recipients. Our council provides wheelchairs to our 
church, local veterans home, and neighbors in need, or donating 
funds to benefit those abroad.  

Vivat Jesus,                                                                                               
Joe Bofferding, FS 

joeboff@gmail.com  (218) 556-0651  

Financial Secretary Report March for Life                     
Saturday, Jan 22nd 10:00AM 

The annual March for Life March will 
be held on Saturday, Jan 22nd at 12:00 
Noon at the  Beltrami County Court 
House. This is a Family Event for all 
ages, to walk for those who can't. 

Lunch of soup and sandwiches will be served by 
the Knights. Look for more information soon. 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday Dec 11th All Pro Dads 

Thursday Dec 16th Council Meeting 

Saturday Dec 18th Prayer at Planned Parenthood 

Sunday Jan 2nd Pancake Breakfast 

Tuesday Jan 4th Rosary for Life  6:00 pm 

Thursday Jan 6th  Board Meeting 

Saturday Jan 15th Prayer at Planned Parenthood  

Thursday Jan 18th Council Meeting 

Saturday Jan 22nd PRO LIFE MARCH 

mailto:joeboff@gmail.com

