
 March for Life                     
The Knights   
members         
supported the  
Annual March for 
Life in Bemidji on 
Saturday, January 
23 by helping set 
up for the event 
and serving hot 
beverages and 
snacks following 
the march. The 
event began with 
an invocation by 
Father Michael 
Arey and talk by Elizabeth Upgren. Following the march 
downtown, all gathered for refreshments and              
conversation. The event drew upwards of 150 participants.  

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 
 

 

Brother Knights, thank you for all you do. The work that eve-
ryone does has made it possible for us to donate $1,000 to 
the Northwoods Pregnancy Care Center and $500 to the St. 
Paul Street Evangelization. A big thank you also to those that 
participated in the March for Life and helped with the book 
move from the late Msgr. Mike Patnode’s     library to the Di-
ocese of Crookston. A big thank you also, to all the things 
each of you do every day, to lead, serve,      protect, and de-
fend as grandfathers, fathers, sons and neighbors.in your 
personal lives. 

Our Order will soon come under the leadership of a new    
Supreme Knight, Patrick Kelly. Outgoing Supreme Knight, Carl 
Anderson served his role for 20 years. Under Supreme 
Knight Anderson’s tenure, he spoke of “a moral obligation to 
offer the opportunity of membership in the Knights of      
Columbus to every eligible Catholic man.” Each of us has 
probably sat by someone during mass or met in our daily lives 
that has never become a Knight. It was not until a few years 
ago that Dan Shea gave me a call and asked me if I would be 
interested in becoming a Knight. The only thing I knew about 
the Knights of Columbus until joining was that they handed 
out tootsie rolls and wore a poofy feathered hat. We know 
there is much more to being a Knight and the role the 
Knights serve in parishes throughout the country and around 
the world.  

As we prepare for Lent, think back about why you became a 
Knight. What keeps you in the organization and what you get 
out of being a member of the Knights of Columbus. Share 
that story with someone else and encourage them to become 
a member. Blessings to each of you and your family and 
friends. 

Randy L. Lipscy 

Grand Knight 

Msgr. Mike Book Transfer  

Many  
brother 
Knights 
showed up 
Wednesday 
morning, 
January 13th 
to help 
transfer 
Msgr. Mike 
Patnode’s  library from his house in Bemidji to the Diocese 
of Crookston Chancery in Crookston. The trip to       
Crookston went smoothly and Msgr. Mike’s books found a 
new home in Bishop Emeritus Balke’s former office where 
they will be used by seminarians and parishioners.  



 

Use our Council Website ! 

Note, our council website, 
www.kofc1544.org, lists all  upcoming coun-

cil events.  Please bookmark the site for     
future reference. 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT REQUIREMENTS 

July 1, 2020 started the new year for safe environment    
training at St. Philip’s Church. Safe environment Certification is        
necessary for every adult (age 18 or over), clergy, visiting   
clergy, employees, independent contractors, and volunteers 
(which would include any members of the Knights of Columbus) 
who have the    potential for contact with children or vulnerable 
adults. Safe Environment Training/Certification is conducted 
through the Diocese of Crookston at:                                                                                 
http://www.crookston.org/secertification 

This year’s safe environment module focuses on recognizing 
abuse and the recommended technology guidelines. Appendix B, 
“Recommended Technology Guidelines for Pastoral Work with 
Young People” can be found in its entirety at  
 http://www.crookston.org/offices/safeenvironment/
codeofconduct/appendix-b/file 

Please note: The training module is NOT compatible with      
cell-phones or iPads, and will time-out after 60 minutes for   
security reasons.    Paper copies of the training module are 
available at the Parish Office and School Office. Questions  
regarding Safe Environment Training/Certification, please   
contact Kris Jensen, kjensen@stphilipsbemidji.org 

 KNIGHT OF THE MONTH  
 Mark Studer  

Our February Knight of the Month for Council 1544 is 
Mark Studer. Mark serves as a model to 
his brother Knights with his significant 
contributions to the parish and church 
community.  Mark serves as the Advocate 
on the Council Board. He helped plan the 
recent March for Life event and assisted 
in the book move from the late Msgr. Mike 
Patnode’s home. He can also be found 
serving as an Usher and Eucharistic Minis-
ter. Thank you for all you do Mark and 
Congratulations on being the February 
Knight of the Month.  

ZOOM MEETING INSTRUCTIONS 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86889736767?
pwd=MVVsZ0VqeVV1TU9KMHpCcHh0THUvQT09 

One tap mobile  +13126266799,,86889736767#,,,*302897# 

Direct Dial         +1 312 626 6799  

Meeting ID: 868 8973 6767  Passcode: 302897 

Upcoming Events 
 

Wednesday Feb 17th  Ash Wednesday 

Thursday Feb 18th Council Meeting 

Saturday Feb 20th   10am Prayer at Planned Parenthood 

Thursday Mar 4th Board Meeting 6:00 PM 

Thursday Mar 18th Council Meeting 



Donation of $1,000.00 to the        
Northwoods Pregnancy Center 

 
Northwoods Pregnancy Center educates, supports, and 
empowers women as they face an unplanned pregnancy 
with compassionate and professional care. They come 
alongside women before, during and after. 
Northwoods Pregnancy Care Center - Bemidji, MN - Home 
(bemidjipregnancyoptions.com) 

Donation of $500.00 to Bemidji Chapter 
of St. Paul Street Evangelization 

St. Paul Street Evangelization is a grass roots, non-profit, or-
ganization that was founded in 2012. There are more than 300 
chapters in America with seven chapters in Minnesota, along 
with chapters worldwide. “Saint Paul Street Evangelization 
works in fidelity and obedience to the Catholic Church and her 
Magisterium.” Baptized Catholics are called to evangelize and be 
witnesses for Christ. St. Philip would go through the streets & 
marketplaces of Rome and talk to young people about the faith. 
Saint Paul Street Evangelization builds a bridge of trust, in a 
non-confrontational way, between people on the street and in 
our communities, and our parishes.  

Saint Paul Street Evangelization offers to lay people training 
and supplies such as, pamphlets to copy, talks to burn on CD’s, 
rosaries, religious and Miraculous Medals, and holy cards at bulk 
cost, for their evangelization outreach. They train lay people 
how to form a relationship with people on the streets and those 
we encounter daily in our families and our community, to break 
down the barriers, answer questions, invite back and to pray 
with them. This bears much fruit for the church and dispels 
misunderstandings that gain momentum in our culture. Currently, 
the Bemidji group has eight team members in their Chapter. 

4th Degree News 
 
Dear Brother Knights, 
 
Its unfortunate again that the 2021 Spring 4th Degree           
Exemplification in Walker in June now has been cancelled.  It is 
undetermined at this time when the next  Exemplification will be 
held. Hopefully the pandemic will be over soon and we can get 
back to growing the Order. 
 
Vivat Jesus,  
Daniel J Shea 
 
Faithful Navigator St Pope John Paul II Assembly  

http://bemidjipregnancyoptions.com/?fbclid=IwAR1-GzrhkI8t4bYrFLUoSG_9YlsLtxhU_n7pmILFzqDEanxHZOCIupUMBHo


 Financial Secretary Report 

On January 31, the Financial Secretary submits our Annual Survey of 
Fraternal Activity.  The report is divided into the 4 activities that 
the Knights are charged with through our call to charity, unity, and 
fraternity. They ask us to report monies donated, and hours of      
service in these categories: 

Faith Activities   Family Activities 
Community Activities  Life Activities 

 I’m happy to report charitable disbursements totaled $37,571 and 
hours contributed totaled nearly 2,000-man hours to our activities 
and charities. (Even through the pandemic wiped out many events) 
Thanks to those of our 241 members that were able to contribute 
with time, money, and prayers. I believe we’re under-reporting the 
good works of our Council #1544!  For 2021 we will revise accounts 
and monthly reports to better reflect their impact on Faith, Family, 
Community, and Life.  If you would like a copy of the report, please 
send me an email – it opened my eyes to see the many more ways the 
Knights of Columbus can make an impact in St. Philips parish, catholic 
families, and the community at large. 

Congratulations to newly selected Supreme Knight, Patrick Kelly.   
Current Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson is retiring at age 70 after 20 
years leading the Knights. Here is what Archbishop William E. Lori, 
Supreme Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus had to say: “The Knights 
of Columbus board has elected a brilliant new Supreme Knight with 
whom I have had the pleasure of working with for more than a decade. 
Patrick Kelly is a devoted husband, father of three young daughters, 
and a man of deep faith with many years of experience as a public 
servant. He possesses the knowledge, experience and commitment 
necessary to carry the Order forward in service to our brother 
Knights, their families, our parishes, and our communities.” 
70% of membership has submitted dues already, thank you! You should 
have received your card. If not, please let me know. Second notice 
goes out on 2/15 – If you could please submit by then, you will save us 
a few dollars in postage! Much appreciated! 
February Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. 
Lori: 
This month, I challenge you to make a comprehensive examination of 
conscience at the end of each day and make at least one good and 
humble confession. Second, I challenge you to begin (or continue) 
viewing as a council the Knights of Columbus Into the Breach video 
series, putting an emphasis on the “Spiritual Warfare” episode. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Joe Bofferding, Financial Secretary. 
218-556-0651 | joeboff@gmail.com 

All-Pro Dads  
Due to the uncertainty surrounding 

COVID-19 and the current social-distancing guidelines, 
the Bemidji All-Pro Dad's has made the difficult decision 
to cancel through February. If you have any questions or 
would like more information, please don't hesitate to   
contact Terry B. at 766-8378. 

www.allprodad.com 

For more information or questions:                       
E-Mail: bemidjiallprodads@gmail.com 

2020-2021 OFFICERS                  
Grand Knight  Randy Lipscy  760-7024                 
Deputy Grand Knight John Marcum  320-293-4515                 
Financial Secretary Joe Bofferding 556-0651 
Chancellor   Norm Ricard  368-8282 
Treasurer   Bob Schlichting 766-6028                 
Recorder   Mark Froelich 766-4691                 
Advocate   Mark Studer 760-1566       
Warden   Ron Arel  556-5712                     
Inside Guard  Chad Myhrer 556-2753 
Outside Guard  John Schmitt 766-2392    
1 yr. Trustee  Phil Hodapp  586-3415                     
2 yr. Trustee  Terry Belanger 755-9850        
3 yr. Trustee  Dan Voss  556-3662                    

PRAYER AT PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD 

 Once each month, on the third Saturday, from 10 to 11AM, we 
will gather at the Planned Parenthood office to pray for the 
end of abortion. February 20th  March 20th 

Join us Saturday, February 20th 

mailto:joeboff@gmail.com

