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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Fr. José Cortes

Expectation

The Advent season is a time of hope
and expectation as we prepare to wel-
come Jesus’ coming.

In this season we are invited to wait
and to enter a position of expectation.
When [ was a
4 boy I used to be
very impatient. I
wanted things right
away. My dad used

2 life it is very im-
portant to know
how to wait.” As I
became an adult, I started to understand
what he meant.

We live in a technological culture
where everything is immediate. We live
in an “I want it now” world. People can-
not wait; they want to immediately satis-
fy their desires.

Without expectation we are not al-
lowed to taste things. If we skip a time
of expectation, we lose the value of
things. Without expectation there is no
surprise. Without expectation there is no
true joy.

It seems that after Thanksgiving we
started the Christmas season. Everything
around us is only about Christmas. How-
ever, we truly have not started the
Christmas season. We are starting Ad-
vent. We cannot skip the precious sea-
son of Advent that prepares us for
Christmas.

In Advent we need time to stop. We
need to find silence in order to pray.
Prayer is what allows us to expect the
One that will come.

Fr. José

GRAND KNIGHT’S STATION Frank Cavaliere, GK
“Men and Women for Others”

The Essence of Rosensteel

; So Pope Francis, our Chaplain Father José and Tierney Sutton walk
s A into a bar. Say what? Your initial reaction is probably twofold: you
doubt His Holiness and our worthy Chaplain spend much time in bars
and, secondly, they definitely don’t run in the same circle as one of the premier jazz
singers in the world today. So, yes, that’s the quick introduction to Ms. Sutton. But
the reason she merits a mention to a Knights of Columbus audience is something she
said earlier this year in an interview with The New York Times.

First off, let it be known that Ms. Sutton is not Catholic. In fact, she’s a practition-
er of the Baha’i religion. I won’t go into what this religion is about — I have enough
trouble trying to keep my knowledge of Catholicism in order — but she said some-
thing that I think applies to all of us as Catholics and also as members of the Rosen-
steel family. Speaking of how she views her spirituality, she said, “Simply put,
beauty is an attribute of God. And service to others is an act of worship.”

Pretty good, don’t you think? Isn’t that getting to the heart of what we’re about
here at the Council — or at least what we strive to be? You bet it is. So every time
you see someone bring Mrs. Bonin to Rosensteel, see the Maryknights put together
care packages for soldiers oversees, witness Tim Sullivan and Tom Murphy fill bag
after bag of groceries for those less fortunate than ourselves and watch Terrence
Moore scurry about raising money for the Tootsie Roll drive, you really begin to see
Ms. Sutton’s words come to life.

(Continued on page 2)

NEW YEAR'S EVE DMCi
Father Rosensteel Council
9707 Rosensteel Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Wednesday, December 31
8:00 p.m. until 1:00 a.m.
|.’Music by "Arrow”

‘540 per person/sz
includes:
Open bar
Heavy hoi
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Those who have died:
SK Alex Matosian, HLM
Melvin Sullivan, HLM
Jack Hewitt, HLM
John F. Gannon
Donnelly J. Wolf, HLM

James Bradley 111, HLM
Joan Marinari

Please, remember in your prayers...
Members who are ill:

Terry Ethridge
John Stover
Joe Fabiano, HLM
Vincent Sebastiano
Bob Neary

Joseph Le Pire, HLM Paul Feotean gg;g:rgfﬁlﬁllss
Ellen Potter Charles P. Roe Kathleen Oliverio
Mary Sue Wilson Gil Cole, HLM Cubb LaHood
Thomas Kenny Tom Smithhisler Y

Bob Callaway

Friends who are ill:
Dominic Dellet

Barbara Roe

In case of illness or death of a member please contact
Financial Secretary Rob Seubert at 301-681-8181

(G.K. Continued from page 1)

Sure, our Council has sustained
some bumps and bruises over the
past few months, but its central mis-
sion of charity toward all remains
unbroken. And each of you should be
justifiably proud of that and vow to
continue your service this holiday
season and throughout 2015.

One last phrase from Ms. Sutton is
also apropos to us Catholics:
“Spirituality grows in the elegant
workings of human togetherness.”

Mull that around for awhile and
you might once again realize the ben-
efits of being part of such a terrific
faith-based organization as the
Knights of Columbus. Keep in mind
that we’ll never “get everything

right,” but that’s not really the point.
Flawed people, in this case Catholic
men and women like ourselves (and
most certainly, myself), can always
strive to serve others and then enjoy
the fellowship and friendship that
Rosensteel has to offer.

On behalf of my wife Elizabeth,
daughters Emily Margaret and Mary
Grace, and my fellow Council Offic-
ers, have a merry — and more im-
portantly, holy — Christmas. Please
make a point of stopping by the
Council for some fellowship and, as
always, pray for those less fortunate
among us. We’ll see you back here
next month.

Godspeed,
Frank C.
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Community Activities
Nursing Home Christmas Parties

Join us as we spread the Christmas spirit to two of our local nursing home and ; f

Our Christmas Party for Springbrook Nursing & Rehab Center, 12325 New :%
Hampshire Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20904 is planned for December 4th, 2014 at :::
3PM (next to St. John the Baptist on New Hampshire Ave.) The Althea: Y
Woodland Nursing Home party, 1000 Daleview Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20901 “‘
© will take place on December 11th, 2014 at 3PM. (Take University Blvd. East to ﬂ*
~ Buckingham, left for two blocks, then right on Compton, left on Daleview to the & «~
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Thanks to my wife, Gloria, DGK Allan Jimenez, his son and two friends, Paul ; &
= Grake and John Giblin for their continued help and support. Please contact me if
= you can come or would like to help! Thanks!

Joe Rogers jvrii@verizon.net
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We w1sh a blessed Chrlstmas and the
very best New Year to all!

Dec. 2014
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December means Christmas and by ¢
0 tradition in this space we recognize o
. ¢ Jesus, Mary and Joseph as the Rosen- :
: steel Family of the Month. Thousands 0
¢ of words could pour forth on the Holy .
¢ + Family, but just consider this: Mary is :
0 the role model for Catholic women ¢
: throughout the world and Joseph serves ¢
¢ on the male side. May all of us remem-
¢ ber that at the heart of what has increas-
: ingly become a season of Christmas as
¢ spectacle rather than religious remem-
¢ brance is the Savior of the
: World and his adoring and l
¢ dutiful parents. l
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Knight of the Month

For December, we’re pleased to ¢
< recognize two longstanding §
¢ Knights, each of whom is among ¢
¢ the most dedicated of men who’ve §
¢ ever walked these hallowed halls of §
: Rosensteel. First off, a well de-
: served tip of the cap to Geoff Con-
¢ way, whom the often beleaguered *
: Grand Knight recently turned to in a :
+ time of need and he came through in
D¢ D¢
+ a huge way. And second, or rather ¢
:tied for first so to speak, is PGKi
: Dave Morgan who also typifies ¢
o what a Catholic and Christian man:
¢ for others should be. So a cold Bud ¢
¢ Light (and nothing else, of$
: course...) for Mr. Conway and the &
¢ cocktail of his choosing for PGK ¢

¢ Morgan. Well done. ‘
0006000000000 0000000000000s
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Save the Date

The Maryknights of the Rosensteel
Council invite all interested women to
come and learn more about becoming a
Maryknight. On Monday, January 12,
2015 beginning at 7:00 pm at the Rosen-
steel Council building we are having an
Introductory Meeting outlining all the
activities of the group and answering
questions about the Maryknights. Please
come join us to learn about the many
services and activities undertaken by the
Maryknights and how you can become a
part of this caring and active organiza-
tion as the new year begins!

CIF Update

While it looks like we will not reach
$20,000 before the year ends, we are
pleased with the generosity so many of you
have shown these last months. Members
are stepping forward every week and we
thank you sincerely for your contributions
to this worthy endeavor. Our campaign will
continue and early next year we plan to im-
plement some new ideas.

The Fresh Florida Citrus Sale has ended.
The fruit will arrive between December 11
and 14; just in time for Christmas gift giv-
ing! We will call with details for picking up
your fruit. Have a joyous Christmas!

The last Bingo of this year will be held
on December 17th. Then the folks who
work so hard each week will have a short
rest until we begin again in 2015. Bingo is
an important means of income for the
Council and the numbers are slowly de-
clining. All sorts of factors affect the bot-
tom line, but the biggest one is number of
players. We need 60 players each week to
stay in the black. If you can find the time
one or more Wednesdays a month to par-
ticipate with us as a player it would help to
keep the program on an even keel. If you
could offer a ride to someone who no
longer drives but wants to play, that would
be a double good deed!

Superbowl Party 2015

Time is rapidly approaching for our up-
coming Superbowl events. This is a large
fundraiser for the council and we still have
a few boxes left at $110 each. Many of you
that signed up for the party have not yet
paid. I would like to settle accounts by early
December. I will post a list of open and
unpaid boxes in the Knights Room. Make
your checks payable to the KofC 2169.
Please contact me with any questions.

The date for the dinner party (to pull the
numbers) is set for Sunday Jan. 25th at
Spm. (note: this is not our typical date and
one week before the Superbowl).

The Superbowl this year is
February 1st, doors will open
at Spm. Each paid box per-
mits 2 persons to join in
these 2 events. At our dinner
cupen mowe party, we will have lots of
. prizes, open bar and great
food. Our Superbowl Party is a large, in-
side, tailgate party with tons of food and a
large TV to watch the game. I’m around the
Council all the time, so drop in and hand me
a check or leave it behind the bar in an en-
velope addressed to me:

Brother Stan McLeod at 240.997.4419

Thank You- CIF Donors

Platinum ($1,500)
Goal

Gold ($1,000-1499)
$20,000

Silver ($500-999)
Tom Rogers

Richard Haney

John and Mary Lyon

Bronze ($250 —499)

Mr. Joe Damiano

Mr. & Mrs. Al Wigmore
Mr. Tom Leonard

Mr. Tom Hawes

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Clarke
Mr. Guy B. Beltz

Mr. Don Phillips

Mr. John McNamara

Mr. Jim Reis

Mr. Joe Rogers

Mr. Rob Seubert

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Warner
Mr. John Wigmore

Mr. & Mrs. Walter MacDermid
Mr. John Simmons

Honorable Mention
($100—8$249)

Mrs. Elizabeth Beltz
Mr. Mike Audet.

18,000
17,500
15,000
13,500
12,000
10,500
9,000

Mary’s Widows

This past month Fr. Perkins and 16 widows
dined at the Greek Village Restaurant. Lunch
was excellent and we missed our coordinator
PGK Mike Koon. Save the date of Decem-
ber 2nd when we will gather at the Council
for our annual Christmas Party. You will be
called soon. Hope you’ll attend and hope
you have a Happy Thanksgiving.

Any widow of a Knight in good standing is
eligible to join.

Please call Lois Devlin, 301-681-7448

(] All You Can Eat
. Breakfast Buffet

Sunday Dec. 7th
8:00-11 AM

Fresh Fruit, Pancakes, French Toast, Eggs.
Bacon, Sausage, Potatoes,
Pastries, Toast, Juice, Coffee & Tea.

B

&

¢

(@

Congratulations! )

Daniel H. Gossin and
Mondino DiBattista
on becoming
Honorary Life Members.

Dec. 2014
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This is the month we all cele-
brate the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary on the
8" The Nativity of our Lord is
on the 25" The Sundays of Ad-
vent are concluded on the 21%. Tt
is the holiday season and good
cheer abounds all around us.

The Retirees Club annual
Christmas Luncheon is on a dif-
ferent date this month. We will
meet on the 3rd Monday of the
month, the 15", and you should

ROSENSTEEL RETIREES CLUB
OFFICERS 2014 - 2015
Chaplain ....Rev. Joseph Perkins

301-942-1020 x23

President ....... Nancy Marchone
301-288-7808

Vice Pres. ....... Thomas Leonard
301-871-2995

Treasurer .....John Fox PGK PFN
202-763-3066

Secretary ........... Marge Fait
301-598-7064

have a previously purchased ticket for admission. It is necessary that
the exact number of members in attendance is known. As usual, a
special program is planned for everyone’s enjoyment. If you do not
already have a ticket you must call President Marchone immediately.

With so much attention to the Holy Days of December it is time
to consider a visit to the Holy Land. Pope Clement VI declared the
Franciscans as caretakers of the shrines in 1342. Wouldn't you enjoy
a trip with Franciscan priests acting as your guides and escorts? You
could celebrate an outdoor mass in Capernaum along the Sea of Gal-
ilee. Capernaum was a fishing village and the home of St. Peter and
four other Apostles, walk along the River Jordan, tour the city of
Bethelem, visit the city of Cana where weddings still take place and
the wine is now plentiful. Tour the ancient walled city of Jerusalem
and walk the Via Dolorosa, the narrow street which was the route
that Christ carried a cross to his crucifixion, visit the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher and many other areas of religious interest. Father
David Wathen is a priest at the Franciscan Monastery in Washing-
ton. He has served nine years in Jerusalem and Bethlehem and he
will lead a pilgrimage in 2015. Additional information can be ob-
tained at www.holylandpilgrimages.org.

Do you enjoy using your own personal missal at Mass? Unless
you frequent a daily Mass the Sunday Missal will be adequate for
your use. The St. Joseph Sunday Missal can be purchased at the
National Shrine or perhaps more convenient for you it can be or-
dered from Mary Glaser, 301-853-4485, for $7.00 and it will be
mailed to you.

We are all continually impressed with the good work of our Mary
knights at the annual November Charity Ball and Silent Auction.
The November 15™ Charity Ball was another successful event for
our Council. The wonderful result for their selected charity is cause
for our admiration of these ladies.

We all look forward to our annual Christmas Luncheon and we
hope to see as many members as possible on December 15", As is
our usual custom, dessert will be plates of homemade Christmas
cookies. We ask that ladies (or gentlemen) bring a dozen of their
favorite homemade sweets to share. It's a time of year we enjoy
friends and family together with the season.

VP Tom Leonard

Changellor’s Chatter
This short “To Do List” is meant for every member of this council. |
will add to it but | will never remove a task as | believe that each
and every one of us benefit from this friendly reminder.
December To Do List
* Recruit a new member
* Engage an existing member
* Volunteer to assist/organize an event or function
* Attend a council event
* Hold an event at the council
* Assist/organize a charitable event
* Thank a Maryknight
* Extend condolences and or assistance to someone who
has lost someone close to them
* Contribute to the Tootsie Roll Drive
* Attend and contribute to Business Meeting
December’s New “To Do”
** Make amends with a fellow brother
with whom you have had differences.

3%, Children’s Christmas Party! 3
3 Sunday, Dec. 21st, 1-4 PM
% ¢ Lunch, treats, activities, the Nativit

and maybe St. Nick!

The holidays are here already!

How can that be? I have so many gifts to buy,
travel plans to make, clean up the house, make up the
guest room, bake cookies, and decorate the tree.

3 None of that matters if we forget the real reason we

celebrate Christmas.
While I do not want to sound like Scrooge, (I too like homemade
cookies and I cannot wait to have my daughter home for the Holi-
days) we must remember how blessed we are by the birth of Christ
and the gifts we have been given in life. May you have the glad-
ness of Christmas which is hope; the spirit of Christmas which is
peace; the heart of Christmas which is love.
The devil makes us feel that we do not have enough material
goods. This is simply not true, we have more than we will ever
need as long as we live in the ways of Jesus. We have an obliga-
tion to help those less fortunate. Please be sure to share the many
gifts you have been given and be generous this Christmas season.
May the peace and joy of the season be upon you, your families,
our Council, and our Nation! Lady Debbie and I wish each and
every one a Merry Christmas and a healthy New Year!

District Deputy
Tom Kelly
Membership is the most important gift you can give your council!
(Repeat) Membership is the council lifeline! Fellow Catholic gen-
tlemen bring fresh ideas & re-enforcements to your Council pro-
grams! Each and every member of the Council is responsible to
gather new members.
“Every Knight of Columbus has an obligation to ask Catholic gen-
tlemen to join our order!”

-Supreme Knight Carl Anderson

“Start the New Year right by recruiting a new Knight!” Make it
one of those many New Year’s resolutions! This one [ know you
can keep.

Tom Kelly

“Even” Wednesday Pizza Nights Dec 10 2014 6:00pm to 8:00pm “Carry Out” or “Eat In”

i

Dec. 2014
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MARYKNIGHTS
OFFICERS 2014-2015

Chaplain .............. Rev. Gerard Trancone
301-577-3527................deafmindc@aol.com
President ..................... Luanne Flanigan

301-933-6167..........flanigan22 @verizon.net
Vice President ..................... Sue Wiant
301-593-8689..........susanwiant@gmail.com
Treasurer ........cccceeeeeen. Kathy Arvedlund
301-681-7254....kathyarvedlund@comcast.net

Secretary ........ccccoceeeieveinnene Polly Seleski
301-260-9757..............paseleski@gmail.com
Historian .........ccccvveeeenes Donna Stocker

301-946-5564...........d.stocker@hotmail.com

Today there are a lot of smiling faces over in Hyattsville, MD. On Saturday, Novem-
ber 15, 2014 Sister Vacha and her Sacred Heart Home Community joined the Rosensteel
Maryknights for a fabulous Charity Ball. This “sell out event” was as good as these par-
ties get. Everything came together beautifully thanks to Cecilia Fecteau, Nancy Mar-
chone (Co-Chairs), Sarah Warner (Silent Auction), Marge Fait (reservations), Helen Val-
lone (Decorations), Donna and Jean Stocker (200 + solicitation letters), Carol Walper
(Program and ads) and numerous “good ol’ gals”. We rarely give ourselves a pat on the
back, but this event was enjoyable, delicious and, most importantly, profitable. We
thank everyone who attended and donated so generously! The Sisters should now be
able to attend to some items on their wish list.

We want to especially thank Mike Miller, Stan and Jane McLeod, Terrence Moore,
Geoff Conway and many more, for a delicious dinner; Diane Lynch and Mike Graninger
for bartending; Paul Neff for directing the dinner service; and Cheryl and Terrence
Moore and all the Squires and Roses who so willingly gave their time to be of service

that night. So “Pat, Pat, Pat” on the back!! And as soon as the last penny is counted we’ll give you the results.

Never resting on our laurels, at our November meeting we collected enough cash to purchase 26 Giant Food Gift Cards to
distribute with the Thanksgiving Food Bags.

Past President Margie Cuff dropped by the Shepherd’s Table (last year’s Charity Ball recipient) to let them know their work

is important to us and asked how we might be helpful now, with the cold months ahead. She was told that there would be a need
for new men’s and women’s underwear, socks, deodorant, gently used towels, single sheet bedding and, strange as this sounds,

“hot sauce”. Go figure! Bring what you can to the next meeting.

FYT on the subject of shelters-we collect toiletries (shampoos, tooth paste and brushes, deodorants) mostly accumulated from
our travels, and several times each year Carol Walper visits county shelters and drops of these needed products. Can you help
with this ongoing mission? Contact Carol or any Maryknight for information.

As 2014 draws to an end, we take stock. The Maryknights were as productive as ever. As a group we have vast energy but
we would be delighted to welcome an influx of new members (more ideas, more energy). Won’t you consider joining us for our
January meeting to learn more about us and what we will be up to in 2015. See page 3 of this issue for more information. “We

never disappoint”.

We wish everyone a blessed Advent season and a very Merry Christmas.

Dear Brother Knight,

I just received the statement for one of
my Knights of Columbus policies. Be-
sides the Death Benefit provided of
$500,000, there $54,723.34 of cash val-
ue. Next year that cash will increase to
$68,451.00. This represents an increase
of $13,727.66. Based on the premium
I'm contributing this is over a 9% in-
crease.
As this cash accumulates I plan to use it
to pay off my mortgage. The calcula-
tions I've done show that this will be ac-
complished by the time I am 60. Imag-
ine that-a paid off mortgage at the age of
60. If you'd like to find out more about
his program, please contact me.
Fraternally,
Brian Graham, CLU, CaFC, FIC
Office: 301.962.0045
Cell: 240.393.3889

skaz Knights of Columbus
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YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE

December 2014 Squires/Roses
Merry Christmas! I hope that each and every one of you have a
 wonderful Christmas, and I hope that each and every one of you share
that joy and act of giving by turning in un-needed clothing (especially
coats and jackets) for those who have none. We will assist with this collection
through Past Grand Knight Dan Ward.

December’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 3™, 2014 7:00 to 8:00.

The Maryknights’ Ball was one again a huge success and as always we received
huge accolades for our work. We had 13 members turnout and they served over 265
people! I am very proud of each and every one of you!

Thank you to all whom contributed your time and effort to the Tootsie Roll
Campaign.

The registration process is going well with the state, please keep the registration
forms coming in. There is not an online version, therefore if you have not received
or completed your please drop me an email with a mailing address and I will send
you the paper copy.

Be Worthy.

“ Love cannot remain by itself. Love has to be put into action,
and that action is service.” -Mother Theresa

Saturday, Dec. 20 7 AM
Call Tim Sullivan 301.942.3368

Dec. 2014




Pro-Life Kickoff Rally

The Knights of Columbus Father Rosen-
steel Council #2169 is presenting its 23rd an- m
nual Pro-Life Kickoff Rally Sunday, January
18, 2015 at the Council hall on Rosensteel
Avenue in Silver Spring, Maryland beginning at 5:15 P.M.

The rally will begin with a short reception, the presenta-
tion of Colors by the Cardinal O'Boyle Assembly Color
Corps, the National Anthem and Pledge of Allegiance, wel-
come by the Grand Knight, a free traditional spaghetti and
meatball dinner followed by a host of pro-life speakers, dig-
nitaries and musical entertainment.

For additional information, please contact Pro-life chair
and PGK C. Michael Koon @ (301) 922-9101.

All are cordially invited.

REFLECTIONS
By Lawrence P. Grayson

CHRISTMAS AMIDST GROWING SECULARISM

Christmas is rapidly approaching. It is a time when, in spite of
the secular influences that surround us in our daily lives, we expe-
rience the joy and peace of God’s presence. The story of Our
Lord’s birth, however, is so familiar that we often do not appreci-
ate the meaning and significance of the event.

This day, almost 2,000 years ago, when the “Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us,” marked a turning point in human
history, a new era for the human race. Without Christ’s birth —
and His death and resurrection 33 years later -- the gates of heav-
en would still be closed to us. God had come to earth in the per-
son of Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. He
who was the maker of the world, before whom “the pillars of the
heavens tremble,” took on the lowliness of man and thus exalted
the dignity of humanity.

Jesus was not created as we were, with a beginning to our ex-
istence. As God, he is eternal, existing outside of time. At His
birth, His divine nature united to itself a human nature through
Mary. In a much lesser sense we have a similar union of two as-
pects to our human nature, with body and soul. One is material
that will return to dust, and the other spiritual that will continue
forever and be rewarded or punished for our earthly behavior.

Our Lord did not come as God in the guise of man, nor come
as part God and part man, nor was His nature a mixture of the
divine and the human. Rather, Jesus became truly and completely
human, while remaining truly and completely God. With all of
the human shortcomings He assumed, there was never any lessen-
ing of His divine nature. His actions and teachings were always
those of the Son of God. This is the essence of the Incarnation,
the union of two natures, the divine and the human, in a single
person who exerted both. Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, in Life of
Christ, described this union as “not so much the conversion of the
Godhead into flesh, as the taking of manhood into God” -- a privi-
lege that not even the Angels received.

His birth changed our relationship with our Creator. God was
no longer an unseen, unknown, etherial divinity, a mystery that
was beyond our comprehension. Now he was a proximate God,
with a human nature and form who experienced love and sorrow,

joy and friendship, suffering and death to which we could relate. Now
we could develop a personal relationship with God. As Pope Benedict
XV, in Jesus of Nazareth, wrote: “now we know his face, now we can
call upon him.”

We are in this temporal life to work out our salvation so that we
may merit an eternity in the kingdom of God. Jesus, through His com-
ing, gave us the means — grace, the Eucharist, His Church — to attain
that salvation.

In spite of the profound implications for mankind of Christ’s birth,
there are continuing movements to deemphasize the religious meaning
of Christmas. First, the holy day was changed to a holiday and com-
mercialized. It now is the norm to exchange untold numbers of greet-
ing cards and engage in an inordinate amount of gift-giving. The
shopping spree is well underway. Even before Halloween, stores began
to display Christmas decorations. What once was a month-long mar-
keting blitz starting at Thanksgiving is now a two-month effort to con-
vince us to spend money on material goods.

Next, the holiday was secularized. Shortly after World War II,
Christmas was often referred to as Xmas, with the presumed rationale
that X stood for the Greek letter chi, the Christian symbol for Christ.
While the latter is true, it deemphasized the focus on the birth of Our
Lord. Major retailers had for a time — and many still do -- stopped us-
ing the word Christmas in their advertising and with their customers.
Shoppers frequently hear the sterile refrain, “Seasons Greetings,” as
they purchase “holiday” trees. Créches were replaced with displays of
winter scenes, sleighs, trees, bells, birds, Santa Clauses, and about any-
thing other than a reminder of what occurred in Bethlehem 2000 years
ago.
Even the focus on Santa Claus, gift-giving and Xmas was not
enough. More recently, in the guise of tolerance and inclusiveness in
our increasingly multiculturally-sensitive society, there are efforts to
eliminate all references to Christ. Christmas programs and traditional
carols that refer to God are removed from school programs, while stu-
dents have a winter break. Nativity scenes are banned from city halls
and shopping malls. The Board of Education of Montgomery County
recently eliminated all references to religious holidays from the school
calendar, while some schools even stay away from the use of red and
green colors in this season lest they evoke a recollection of Christmas.
The same Christ Child who could find no place in the public inn is now
being expunged from public memory.

The silencing of Christmas is more than just being concerned about
the sensitivities of non-Christians. It is a step toward suppressing those
moral beliefs that stand for the protection of the unborn, the sanctity of
life at all stages, the inviolability of tradition marriage. There can be
no further accommodation without an annihilation of Catholic identity,
a loss of religious freedom, and a denigration of societal mores based
on virtue and morality.

Let us not be hesitant to express our religious beliefs and celebrate
our traditions. We must not allow secular forces to remove God from
the culture and thus to preclude His public recognition from the experi-
ences of our children and grandchildren. While celebrating the birth of
Christ is a sign of faith in God, it also is a public recognition that we
and this nation owe our existence to God.

In the days ahead, let us display a créche in our homes and yards,
patronize retailers who recognize Christmas, send religious greeting
cards, promote seasonal songs that praise God, and prepare ourselves
spiritually -- say the rosary, spend time in Eucharistic Adoration, go to
Confession, meditate on the liturgical readings -- so that when we go to
Mass on Christmas Day, we can be truly joyous about the birth of our
Lord.

May Jesus continue to live in our hearts, our society, and in the
world. Merry Christmas!
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Dec. 2014



