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Important votes to be 

held at first Council 

meeting in 2016 

 

Please make plans to 

attend the January 4, 2016 

Council meeting. We will 

be voting on two very 

important issues — the 

contract  wi th  the 

Columbian Board and the 

new by-laws for the 

Council. 

See the Grand Knight’s 

column (page 2) for more 

information. 

December 

Meetings 

 

COUNCIL 

Mon., Dec. 7 — 7:00 pm 

Mon., Dec. 21 — 7:00 pm 

 

FOURTH DEGREE 

Wed., Dec. 16 — 6:00 pm 

Christmas Party 

 

COLUMBIAN BOARD 

No Meeting in December 

 

DAUGHTERS OF 

ISABELLA 

Wed., Dec. 2 — 6:00 pm 

@ St. Charles, Peru 

Add Gibault to 
your Christmas list 

Despite the decision to cancel the 

annual Council Christmas Party, the 

party will still take place. It will just take 

on a little different form this year. 

Instead of a formal dinner, the party 

will take somewhat of a hybrid 

approach — combining the Christmas 

theme with the pitch-in element of the 

As you make your list and check it 

twice, consider adding the students at 

Gibault this Christmas. 

Sir Bud Cook, Council #656’s 

envoy to Gibault, asks that all Brother 

Knights make a contribution of $5 or 

$10 by December 15. Checks may be 

made out to “K of C Council #656” 

and one check will be sent from the 

Council. 

All contributions can be dropped 

off or mailed to the Council. If you 

have any questions, please contact Bud 

Cook or Grand Knight Brad Willis. 

Annual event will be hybrid event, taking place of FNFN 

Be sure to Pray 
the Rosary 

As discussed in November, Council 

members are asked to pray the Rosary in 

anticipation of upcoming discussions 

regarding a potential fundraising 

opportunity. 

According to Grand Knight Brad 

Willis, our chaplain — Fr. Arbuckle — 

has recommended that members pray 

the Rosary and ask for the Blessed 

Mother’s intercession and guidance. 

More information will be available at 

an upcoming Council meeting. 

December Parties are coming up 
 Sunday, Dec. 13 —  Kid’s 

Christmas Party, 1:00-3:00 pm 

 Wednesday, Dec. 16 —  4th 

Degree Christmas Party, 6:00 pm 

 Thursday, Dec. 24 —  Little 

Red Wagon/Tom & Jerry Party, 

1:00-5:00 pm 

 Thursday, Dec. 31 —  New Year’s 

Eve Party (Time TBD) 

 The New Year’s Eve party is going 

 to be a very informal get-together. 

 Everyone is asked to bring a snack 

 to share. Bring your favorite board 

 and/or card games and just spend 

 time with family and friends as we 

 ring in 2016. 

Friday Night Family Night dinners. The 

party is scheduled for Friday, December 

18 and will begin around 6:00 pm. 

While the Council will provide the 

main course of ham, Brother Knights are 

asked to bring a side dish or dessert. A 

sign-up sheet will be available at the 

council. Please make plans to attend! 

Council Christmas Party still on! 
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Dear Brother Knights, 

 

Can you believe December has arrived already? 

Someone once told me that the older you get the 

faster the years seem to go by. They explained that for 

a 10-year-old a year is 10% of their life, while for a 50-

year-old a year is only 2%. Thus, it seems much 

shorter because you have so much more life 

experience to measure it against. So we should feel 

blessed that we are here to experience these “fast” 

years.  

I want to thank Dave Granger and Brent Oaks for 

chairing the outstanding spaghetti dinner this year. We 

sold out tickets and had a tremendous crowd. The 

wine, food, music, and company of all of our friends 

made it a fantastic evening. 

We have a couple of important technical items I 

have asked the Trustees to look into over the next 

few weeks. Supreme requires us to have a separate 

contract with the Columbian Board that spells out 

how many of the Council’s activities are to be 

governed. We also are in the process of updating our 

Council by-laws. They have not been updated since 

1985, and it is probably time to get them updated. 

There will be votes on both of these issues at the 

Council meeting on January 4, 2016. Please plan to 

attend so your voice can be heard. 

We all know Christmas is just around the corner, 

but did you know that during Advent the priest will 

wear the color purple? Purple represents penance, 

preparation, and sacrifice. During Christmas season, 

the priest will wear white. (Christmas, by the way, is 

more than just Christmas Day. It runs for 17 days until 

Sir Knights, 

No meeting this month as it is December,… and 

that means our annual Christmas party! The night is 

Wednesday, December 16. The schedule is cocktails 

from 6:00 to 7:00 pm and dinner at 

7:00. We will dance and socialize after 

dinner. The cost is $10 per person, 

and it will be catered by Waddells. 

It will be nice to see all the ladies in 

their Christmas finery. They always 

look great. 

As of now, our Color Corps schedule is on hold 

until the Holy Family Conference in March. Thanks to 

all of you who participate; it is greatly appreciated. 

Our January meeting is Wednesday, January 20 at 

7:00 pm. As always, there will be something to eat 

afterward. 

I want to wish a happy holiday to all the Sir Knights 

and your families as well as a Happy New Year. I hope 

all your wishes come true! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Larry Hensley, Faithful Navigator 

Words from the 

Faithful Navigator 
— Larry Hensley — 

Words from the 

Grand Knight 
— Brad Willis — 

the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.) White is the 

symbol for purity, joy, and innocence. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, 

and may all of your endeavors be blessed. 

 

Brad Willis, Grand Knight — continued on next column —  

— Grand Knight’s column, continued —  
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Prayer requests…  

 That we will all take time this Advent and 

Christmas season to dwell on the Love of God in 

our lives and His call for us to love Him more 

 For those who go without during this time of year 

 For all who are away from home during the 

holidays, especially those serving our country 

 For our parishes and our Catholic community 

 For our Brother Knights who are sick or in 

distress 

As a reminder… if you have a prayer request you 

would like included in the newsletter, please email it to 

cjansen127@gmail.com by the 20th of the month. 

Join your Brother Knights in 

praying the Rosary prior to each 

regular Council meeting! 

(Above) Fr. Mike McKinley, Sir Knight Greg Clark, Sir Knight Butch Abney, 

Sara Greene, Sir Knight Frank Greene, Sir Knight Larry Hensley, Brother 

Knight Austen Conwell, Sir Knight Sam Ellis, Sir Knight Jim Schwartz, and 

Sir Knight Tom Shanley following the annual Veterans’ Day Mass. (Left) 

Brother Knight Austen Conwell salutes during the playing of Taps. 

Conwell and Sara Greene posted the Colors at the Mass. 

The menu themes for December’s “Friday Night 

Family Nights” are as follows: 

December 4 — No Dinner (St. Nicholas Barn Mass) 

December 11 — Beef Stew 

December 18 — Council Christmas Party (Ham) 

December 25 — No Family Night (Christmas) 

— Dinner usually starts around 5:30 pm. —  

FNFN December themes 

Veterans’ Day Mass 2015 

The candles of the Advent wreath 

represent faith, hope, joy, and 

peace. May your Advent season 

be filled with all of these. 

The Daughters of Isabella, St. Charles Circle 273 

will hold their December meeting on Wednesday, 

December 2 at 6:30 pm. The meeting will take place at 

St. Charles in Peru. 

Officers will be preparing dinner. All 

D of I members are just asked to bring a 

Christmas ornament for your prayer sister. 

Although there will be no meeting during the 

months of January or February, members are reminded 

that annual dues are due before January 1. These 

should be mailed to Sue Stoneking. 

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! 

D of I dues are due Jan. 1 
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Council #656 will hold two First Degree initiations in December. The main one will take 

place at the Council meeting at 7:00 pm on Monday, December 7. For interested candidates 

who are unable to attend the main initiation, a video-based initiation will take place on 

Saturday, December 5 at 10:00 am at the council. 

Two opportunities for First Degree initiation 

WHEN:  Now through Saturday, December 19 

WHERE:  On the designated table at the Council 

WHAT:  Donate canned food, non-perishable food items, toiletries, etc. 

FOR:    St.  Vincent de Paul Food Pantry 

GOAL:   1,000 pounds 

WHY:  Because according to Pope Francis, “You tell us that to love God and 

neighbor is not something abstract, but profoundly concrete; it means seeing 

in every person the face of the Lord to be served, to serve him concretely. 

And you are, dear brothers and sisters, the face of Jesus.” 

Council #656 food drive to help St. V de P 


