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Dear Brothers, 

 

So, at last we come to the end of an unforgettable year (though one might 

wish it to be forgettable, I suppose---especially now that we are locked 

down yet again).  But through all of 2020’s hardships and 

disappointments, isolation and uncertainty, we have hopefully found 

new ways to recognize the power and presence of the Lord.  Certainly I 

can attest to the creative ways in which our parish community and our 

Council have reached out and fulfilled the mandate to make Christ real, 

and to be as helpful as possible, wherever needed.  I am very grateful. 

 

In fact, I find myself called, as this year ends, to intense gratitude all around.  God has shown me his 

goodness in hidden corners in which I had never looked before.  And I am more convinced than ever that 

only a heart which is grateful can ever really be saved, can ever really be of help to others.  This Christmas 

I discovered a gem of a song on a Christmas album from the great singer Josh Groban.  It is simply called 

“Thankful”.  I would encourage you to view and listen: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBEI1F22uqE 

 

In the song, he reflects: 

Somedays, we forget to look around us 

Somedays, we can’t see the joy that surrounds us 

So caught up inside ourselves 

We take when we should give 

 

So for tonight we pray for 

What we know can be 

And on this day we hope for 

What we still can’t see 

 

It’s up to us, to be the change 

And even though we all can still do more 

There’s so much to be thankful for. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, 

MONSIGNOR MARTIN VALLELY 

http://www.kofccouncil15920.ca/
https://twitter.com/AldershotKofC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBEI1F22uqE
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If I were to suggest any one New Year’s resolution, it would be to make a very special effort to be grateful 

for blessings received.  But, more than that, to ask for the grace to make the best use of those blessings, 

so that gratitude may not stagnate, but live and flow. 

 

And maybe one further resolution, which I repeat from this time last year.  I write these words to you at 

the point of New Year’s Day.  In the Gospel for the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, we read of 

Mary’s deep pondering on all the mysteries in which she was privileged to play such a critically important 

role.  For 2021, I continue to urge you, in imitation of Our Blessed Mother, to resolve to deepen your life 

of prayer.  It is a lifeline for us, to daily talk to the Lord, reflect on his goodness and mercy with gratitude 

in our hearts, and commit ourselves once again to trying to be the very best we can be, as our gift back to 

him.  Make sure your prayer is living, focused, and real.  It is not always necessary to rely on formal 

prayers.  Many times, Jesus wants us just to talk to him as we would talk to any friend. 

 

“Making the best use of our blessings” is probably as good a summary as any of the significance of the 

Sacrament of Confirmation, to which I would like to devote a few words this month.  Depending on our 

age, we probably have quite different memories of Confirmation.  And if you are Eastern Rite, you were 

probably confirmed at Baptism, and have no memory of it at all.  Though this Sacrament is extremely 

important, it has had difficulty settling into a well-defined place in our tradition.  In its essence, 

Confirmation is intended to be exactly as the name suggests: a confirming of our Baptismal commitment, 

with an infusion of particular power, gifts, and grace from the Holy Spirit.  This is so that we can live out 

our Christian identity as maturely and actively as 

possible.  Some of us will remember being taught 

that Confirmation was to make us “soldiers of 

Christ”.  Though that imagery is not very prevalent 

anymore, it still retains a valid message.  This world 

is indeed a battleground for souls, and a follower of 

the Lord must be strong, well-armed, confident, a 

leader.  This all dovetails very nicely with what it 

means to be a Knight of Columbus, don’t you think?  

We Knights are, when all is said and done, just 

trying to live out the meaning of our Confirmation.  

We are relying on the Holy Spirit’s grace and 

inspiration, trying to make the best use of the many 

blessings for which we are so grateful, and striving 

to lead others to Christ and to peace. 

 

Pray for an outflow of the Spirit’s gifts.  Pray for 

wisdom.  Pray for understanding.  Pray for courage.  

Know that your God is with you, every step of the 

way. 

 

A blessed New Year 2021, my brothers!  May it be 

a renewed, hope-filled year for us all! 

 

Monsignor Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 

PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  

 

Brother Richard Cupido 

Brother Blaise Mac Isaac 

Brother Michael Nelligan 

Brother Henry Rudachyk 

Brother Kees Van Asselt 

 

Evangeline Nelligan and Shannon Wilken, wife 

and daughter of Brother Michael Nelligan. 

 

Prayer for Healing 

 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of 

your command, drive away from me all forms of 

sickness and disease.  Restore strength to my 

body and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed 

health, I may bless and serve you, now and 

forever more.  

 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact 

Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-336-3056 or by e-mail 

at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Happy New Year Brothers! 

 

I think it goes without saying that we are all looking forward to a fresh start, renewed freedoms, 

reconnecting with family and friends and of course getting out of the house.  As we hope for all these 

things, we are still shrouded with uncertainty.  Unfortunately, a simple flip of the calendar does not 

make everything that happened in 2020 go away.  However, it has always been a traditional time to 

pause and reflect.  For some of us 2020 has been the most challenging year of our lives.  For others, 

it forced us to press pause on life and make us truly re-evaluate what is important to us. 

 

So what are our take-aways from this past year?  Take time now to review your year.   How was your 

spiritual life, your family life, your work life, your hobbies, your friends?  Are there places that you 

want to improve upon?  Set those as priorities for this year.  When do you start?  Start now, right after 

reading this.  Too many of us wait for the new year, or a Monday or start of the month.  Why waste 

time?  If family is important, pick up the phone and make that call.  Reconnect, reconcile, forgive, 

love and nurture that important pillar in your life.  Has the inability to be physically at Church hurt 

your spiritual life?  How else can you be an upstanding Christian man?  Reach out to your fellow 

brothers, to Monsignor Martin, to fellow parishioners, ask them how they are doing, if they are in 

need and how you can help.  Helping others can fill your soul and remind you that we can fulfill our 

duties as Knights in so many ways. 

 

I for one am very excited to look forward to the day when we can all be together in the same room, 

have a barbeque, celebrate Mass in person, give a handshake to a new Knight and give an old friend 

a hearty hug!  I know we will need continued patience and courage.  We must pray for these things 

and turn to God for this strength.  Brighter days are ahead.  Take stock in what you are blessed with 

already and take new opportunities this year to bring blessings to others. 

 

Thank you for all your help and support this  

past year and I truly look forward to working  

with all of you in 2021! 

 

God bless, 

 

Mark 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Aeneas Mac Isaac – January 20 
 

Sam Cervoni – January 28 
 

Ken Fleming – January 31 

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Jan.  1 –  New Year’s Day 

Jan.  5 –  Business Meeting – 7:00 pm 

 Virtual via ZOOM 

Jan. 23 –  Personal Fraternal Survey due 

 Please submit to the Financial Secretary 

Jan. 30 –  Fraternal Survey due at Supreme 

 

Feb.  2 –  Business Meeting – 7:00 pm 

Feb. 15 –  Semi-Annual Audit Due 

Feb. 15 –  Family Day Holiday 

Feb. 17 –  Ash Wednesday 
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The New Year is Upon Us 
 

Our first meeting of 2021 will take place on Tuesday January 5 and due to the provincial lockdown, it will 

be held on Zoom in a virtual format.  This is a very important meeting as it will include discussions 

concerning the following: 

 

1. Council Dues:  Invoices for council dues have been sent to everyone.  Payment is now due 

and can be made by cash, cheque, interact or credit card.  Please refer to your invoice for 

instructions. 

 

2. Annual Fraternal Survey is required from all of our Knights summarizing all volunteering 

activities that you participated in during 2020.  These activities are not limited to Knights 

events so please read the instructions on the notice included in this newsletter. Please email 

your survey to our Financial Secretary as per the instructions in the notice. 

 

3. Our 2021 Council Budget will be discussed at our February 2 meeting when our Finance 

Committee consisting of the Council Trustees, the Grand Knight, the Deputy Grand 

Knight, Council Treasurer and the Financial Secretary will present their recommended 

budget for 2021.  If you have any ideas for events that you would like to have considered 

for 2021, please notify one of the aforementioned members of your idea along with specific 

suggestions as to when the event would happen, how the event would be organized, how it 

is proposed to take place and recommended revenue and cost projections. 

 

Annual Fraternal Activities Report 
 

Please take the time to complete the Survey of Fraternal Activity Individual Member Worksheet form 

#1728A by clicking on this link:  http://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/fraternal_survey1728_p.pdf 

 

Please add up all of the time you volunteered during 2021 in 

your capacity as a member of our Council.  This includes Faith 

activities, (ushers, lectors, Ministers of the Eucharist, altar 

server to name a few) community service (e.g., Food 

Collections at Cobs Bakery), visiting the sick, etc. 

 

Please fill out the form and mail it to our Financial Secretary 

by January 5 or e-mail to flemingkb@hotmail.com.  These 

survey results have to be submitted by the end of January to 

Supreme.  

 

A sample of the form can be found on the following page.  

 

Ken Fleming, PGK 

Financial Secretary 

Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary 

 
 

Family Fraternal Benefits 

from a Brother Knight 

 

Call your Fraternal Adviser 

 

Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.I.C. 

1-905-820-8117 

E-Mail:  mario.rodriguez@kofc.org  

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/fraternal_survey1728_p.pdf
mailto:flemingkb@hotmail.com
mailto:mario.rodriguez@kofc.org
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Knights Help to Decorate the Church tor Christmas 
 

The Covid-19 restrictions did not dampen the Christmas spirit around Holy Rosary church and that is 

thanks to the many parishioners that pitch in to help decorate the church for the Christmas season including 

many of our dedicated Knights.  Janet James is the one that takes the lead in making the Church look 

festive and she always does an amazing job.  Our first job to help Janet was to put lights on the tree in 

front of the entrance and then to put spot lights on the white cross on the front lawn on Thursday, December 

3rd.  Brothers Sam Cervoni, Richard Cupido, Ken Fleming, Jim Hession and David Lord were there to 

get the job done.  The tree is getting pretty big and in order to get the lights to the top it took a couple of 

9-foot ladders and our tallest Knight, Jim Hession, aided by his garden hoe (yes he used it to reach the top 

of the tree) to get to the very top.  It then took 3 of our Knights to gradually wind the strings of lights 

down to the ground level.  While David, Jim and Richard were getting the lights on the tree, Brothers Ken 

and Sam worked on installing the flood lights in the ground in front of the large white cross on the front 

lawn. 

 

Our job was not done and so on Sunday, December 13, we helped Janet get the many beautiful decorations 

for the in-side of the church up from the basement storage.  Thanks goes to brothers Mike Bogoslowski, 

Ken Fleming, Vic Lefebvre and David Lord for completing this task.  The ladies of the CWL then took 

over and helped Janet to expertly place the many decorations in the appropriate spots all around the church. 

  

Council News 
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The 2020 Virtual Turkey Roll was a Great Success 

 
The 2020 Knights of Columbus Turkey Roll will go down in the parish history books as the most unique 

in the 55-year history of the event.  By late October of this year, it appeared that any hope of raising the 

thousands of dollars that the annual Turkey Roll and silent auction traditionally generates for the needy in 

our community was fading fast.  The plan for a virtual event was running into several snags as efforts 

were being made to convince city hall that our event was not on-line gaming as defined by the Ontario 

Lottery Group.  Finally, as late as November 18, the city license was issued but that did not mean that 

preparations could not go ahead to organize ticket sales, sponsors and entertainment spots.  Led by the 

determination of our council program directory Vic Lefebvre our council confidently went ahead despite 

the late formal approval.  By the weekend of November 21, all 2,400 tickets had been sold, in fact we 

oversold the tickets thanks in large part to our master salesman Jim Hession.  We had to ask several of our 

Knights to give up some of their tickets in order to allow as many parishioners as possible to get tickets 

and chances to win a Christmas turkey, ham or bottle. 

 

The event was recorded on Saturday November 28 in the Parish Centre and it was heartwarming to see 

the community like atmosphere of the day.  Despite limited numbers of people, as required by the Covid-

19 rules, we had a good cross section of our parish out to get involved.  The cast included not only our 

Knights but several ladies from the CWL, the church office and our sponsors who were there either in 

person or pre-recorded earlier in the week.  Our soon to be newest Knight, Len Cicero, was the Master of 

Ceremonies for the event and he did a great job.  In total, the event raised a gross amount of $8,237.50 

which ultimately 

resulted in $6,500 in 

donations to various 

community charities.  

Our costs were mainly 

the prizes for the event.  

There are many people to 

thank for contributing to 

the success of this event 

so we won’t try to name 

all of them but a special 

thanks goes to Brothers 

Richard Cupido and his 

extended family, Steve 

Marsh and his wife Rose 

and their neighbour 

Yolanda Fitzpatrick and 

Jim Hession and his 

sister for their 

exceptional 

contributions.  Other 

special mentions go to 

Brothers Don Prescott, 

Stephane Zara and 

Father Mike. 
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Longo’s Food Drive – December 1 to 29 
 

Every December since our Council’s institution, we have taken part 

in a “2 day food drive” at Longo’s Food Market on Fairview to 

provide much needed food and non-perishables for the Homeless 

through the Good Shepherd food bank.  This would have been the 

27th year that Margaret Enright, widow of Brother Vincent, 

organized the event and invited us to assist. 

 

Covid did not deter Margaret.  She contacted Chris, the manager at 

Longo’s and the “food drive” was on.  However, due to Covid 

regulations we were not able to participate at the store location.   

 

On our behalf, Longo’s set up the “usual boxes” at the front of the 

store and invited patrons to pick up essentials and deposit them in 

the “boxes”.  In addition, they set up “mason jars” at all the cashiers 

for patrons to make cash donations. 

 

I’m happy to report that Brothers Willie Joki and Vic Lefebvre picked up two “boxes” containing 370 

pounds of essentials on December 21 and delivered them to the Good Shepherd.  Again on December 30, 

Brothers Vic Lefebvre and Aeneas Mac Isaac delivered another 40 pounds.  In addition, we have collected 

an additional $2,000 in cash which we will be using in February to purchase essentials for the Good 

Shepherd food bank.  Although, we did not have “hands-on” during this food drive, our previous presence 

made this possible.  We look forward to 2021 when we will again participate in this great act of Leave No 

Neighbour Behind.  
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Christmas Eve Mass 
 

Knights helped out to make the 4 PM and 6 PM Masses on Christmas Eve a little special for our school 

children.  Patrick O’Hara once again performed his magic and produced a Christmas pageant featuring 

the children of Holy Rosary School.  The Covid-19 rules prevented the children from doing the pageant 

live on Christmas Eve so Patrick recorded the event to be shown at the Masses.  The Knights stepped up 

and made arrangements for a large screen and projector for showing the recorded pageant to the 

parishioners.  Thanks to the efforts of Brothers Ken Fleming, Jim Hession, Willie Joki, Vic Lefebvre, 

David Lord, and Danny Morosin, the video was shown at the two early Masses on Christmas Eve.  

Although the attendance at the two Masses was rather low, it was understandable as the entire province 

was about to go into a lockdown, the parishioners that were there enjoyed the amazing performance of the 

Nativity of our Lord. 
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CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY – December 27 

 
One of the Faith in Action programs for the Family is the promotion of Consecration to the Holy Family.  

To help families live out the joy of Christ, Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori composed a prayer 

through which families will come together to consecrate themselves under the protection of the Holy 

Family.  In this prayer, we ask for the aid or intercession of the perfect son Jesus Christ, Mary the most 

loving mother, and Joseph who is a model for every father. 

 

At the December 19/20 Sunday Masses, we distributed preparation guides to parishioners.  The guide was 

intended for them to understand this important and impactful prayer.  Preparing for the Consecration to 

the Holy Family is not a single event.  It is choosing a way of life for our families.  Through this 

consecration, each participant is consciously choosing to be a beacon of God’s love through His Church.   

 

It was our hope that we would be able to have a public Act of Consecration to the Holy Family as part of 

the celebration of the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Jesus. Unfortunately, the second lock-

down happened.  In order to redeem this, at least in some degree, Monsignor Martin invited viewers of 

the pre-recorded Mass on the parish website to join him in reciting the Consecration Prayer.  I am happy 

to report that there have been 140 views and 25 podcast plays of this Mass to date, bringing families 

together to Consecrate their families to the Holy Family. 
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We are grateful for the support of  

our 2020 Turkey Roll Sponsors 

Please patronize and recommend them 
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Brothers Help Out at Holy Rosary 
Many of our brothers helped to decorate the Church 

for Christmas.  They put lights on the tree at the 

entrance of the church, placed spot lights on the 

cross on the front lawn and helped with the church 

interior decorations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Olympics 
Our bottle drive is over for this year and it was by 

far the most successful ever with over $5,400 

collected and donated to Special Olympics.  Thank 

you to the Brothers, parishioners and Special 

Olympics volunteers and athletes for an outstanding 

year.  The 2021 collections will start on Tuesday 

May 25. 

 

 

 

Cobs Bakery  
We are still collecting bread from Cobs but we are 

unable to deliver them to the Good Shepherd food 

bank due to Covid – 19 regulations.  Brother Aeneas 

is now delivering the bread to other places including 

worthy causes in Oakville. 

Knights in Action December 2020 
 


