January 2021 Pastoral Thought

I’'m writing this Pastoral Thought on Christmas Day. As I've been talking to people
about Christmas 2020, people are saying it is such a strange Christmas with the corona
virus spiraling out of control. Many are lamenting about their lack of preparation in not
being able to shop for Christmas presents or gather with friends and family in our usual
traditional celebrations. Many missed the ability to attend Christmas Mass in church
and receive Communion. And so it is that we end 2020 and begin 2021 in a tough
situation under the COVID-19 pandemic. On New Year's Day many television stations
will have their customary review of the past year. It's usually a mixture of good and bad
events. Itis so easy in reflecting on the past year to see more bad times and sad things
things and not to begin the New Year on a positive and hopeful note. So the question is
— will our New Year’s resolution be negative or positive. Will we be dwelling on what's
missing and wrong as we begin the year or looking at the good things and positive
things that we have and seek to build 2021 on them. The presence of God in our life
gives us hope. There is a saying that absence makes the heart grow fonder. That we
don’t miss things until they are gone. So let us have the hope that when we get back to
“normal” we will cherish life and the blessings that God will give us in this coming year.
He has never left us and will bless and carry us through the New Year.
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