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WORDS AND DEEDS 
WE ARE CALLED TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL BY SPEAKING ABOUT THE FAITH 

AND BY LIVING IT WITH JOY. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPOSE IT’S TIME to change 
the oil in your car. The owner’s 
manual specifies that the engine 
requires five quarts of oil, but you 
put in only two and a half. Some 
days later, the engine light comes 
on and your car stalls in traffic. 
Listening to a chorus of angry 
horns and epithets, you think to 
yourself: “Maybe I should have 

put in the full five quarts.” 
 

Half measures. We’re tempted to use them all the time. 
You probably have your own examples of halfhearted 
efforts that made things worse instead of better. 
 

We also can be prone to half measures when it comes to 
our Catholic faith. In many parts of the world, including 
the United States, Mass attendance is down. Our absent 
Catholics aren’t merely out of town; many are gone. For 
a variety of distressing reasons, they are disconnected 
from the Lord, the Church, the Mass and the sacraments. 
Studies reveal the sad fact that there are now more disaf-
filiated former Catholics than those who are practicing. 
 

We talk a lot about evangelization, but things continue to 
get worse. So what’s the answer? 
 

St. Paul VI reminded us that evangelization is not merely 
one of the things the Church does; the mission to spread 
the Gospel constitutes the very heart of the Church’s 
identity. The Church exists to proclaim, spread and cele-
brate the Good News by word, sacrament and charity. 
Woe to us if we do not preach the Gospel! (cf. 1 Cor 
9:16). 
 

The Gospel, after all, is not merely words. It is the incar-
nate savior who, in his boundless mercy, has forgiven 
our sins and unlocked the gates of heaven. 
 

The answer, then, is not to stop talking about evangeliza-
tion. Rather, the problem is how we go about this work. 
Not unlike the disciples prior to the coming of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost, we hesitate to “cry out full-throated 
and unsparingly” (Isaiah 58:1) in bearing witness to   
Jesus. We are likewise prone to half measures in  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

repenting and believing in his Gospel; in instilling the 
teaching of Christ in ourselves and our families; and in liv-
ing the Gospel both in our personal lives and in the wider 
society. 
 

When the sound of the trumpet is faint, it’s no wonder so 
few hear it. 
 

Take, for example, a parish that is stagnant and shrinking. 
Its leadership might be tempted to address the problem 
with half measures, tweaking what’s usually done by add-
ing more friendly greeters at the door of the church or addi-
tional opportunities for socializing after Sunday Mass. 
Nothing is wrong with these things; in fact, they are very 
important. But lacking genuine missionary conversion, 
moved by the Holy Spirit, a parish will not experience re-
newal. 
 

Genuine missionary conversion includes an urgent sum-
mons to prayer and repentance, first and foremost exempli-
fied by the parish clergy and leadership. It also requires 
concentrated attention on good preaching and reverent lit-
urgy; abundant opportunities for eucharistic adoration and 
confession; personal outreach to absent parishioners; sound 
catechesis for parishioners of all ages, especially the 
young; support of married couples and families; loving as-
sistance to the sick and the dying; generous outreach to the 
poor and vulnerable; and more. 
 

What about growth in the Knights of Columbus? Here, too, 
half measures will not do. For example, a business-as-usual 
membership drive may not bring the desired results. But 
when a council prayerfully commits itself to implementing 
the Faith in Action model, it can truly make an impact. 
When Knights are seen as growing in their relationship 
with Christ and in their life of prayer, banding together to 
serve actively the needs of the wider community, living the 
vocation of marriage and family joyfully and generously, 
and protecting vulnerable human life lovingly — others 
will want to join. 
 

People are hungry. They are searching. They are looking 
for the real deal. Let’s be done with half measures, espe-
cially in this season when we celebrate the full outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit upon his Church. 

SUPREME  CHAPLAIN 

 

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori 

WE MUST RESPOND TO CHALLENGES AS CATHOLICS 
BY MAKING A COMMITMENT TO CHRIST AND 

THE MISSION OF EVANGELIZATION 
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Brother Knights 
 

Bishop Barron did 
a good presenta-
tion at the recent 
USCCB meeting in 
Baltimore and 
shared some im-
portant if shocking 

statistics.  50% of millennial Catholics 
have already left the Catholic Church.  
We might celebrate the reception or 
conversion of new members at the Holy 
Saturday vigil and yet 6.45 leave the 
Church for every 1 that joins. 79% of 
those who leave the Church do so be-
fore 23 years of age.  The medium age 
for those who leave has never been so 
low, 13 years old!  25% become evan-
gelicals and 25% switch religions.  Half 
of those who leave become nothing!  A 
quarter of the U.S, population now 
claims to be atheist.  This is our brave 
new world— defection from the faith— 
a Church riddled with scandal— a loss 
of morality that celebrates even the 
murder of babies ready to be born— 
and a vicious attack upon the Catholic 
Church and the Knights as “hate 
groups.”  Yes, we are the voice for the 
voiceless.  Yes, we are the ones who 
stand up for the oppressed, the poor, the 
hurting and despite our many acts of 
charity are still hated by the world as 
our Lord was when he walked the 
earth.  We have believers around the 
globe being persecuted and martyred 
for a faith that many at home malign 
and throw away.  What are we to do? 
 

I am going to assume something very 
basic.  I am going to assume that you as 
parents love your children and that you 
want them to be happy and to go to 
heaven.  If I am wrong about this then 
there is probably little I can immediate-
ly do to help save either you or your 
children.  It may be that some parents 
just presume that a good God will nei-
ther condemn them nor their children; 

 

 however, if the Catholic Church is 
right about saving faith, grace, our 
needed disposition before God and 
the tragedy of sin— then this pre-
sumption is based more upon wish-
ful thinking than upon Christian 
truth.  We get little help from the 
secular culture so as to walk with 
the Lord.  If we really want our 
families to be holy in the sight of 
God then we have to take action, 
right now! 
 

Those of you who struggle earnest-
ly to transmit your faith and values 
may alternate between pride and 
frustration when it comes to the 
children.  How can we compete 
with all the powerful distractions 
around us?  A major factor is the 
growing self-absorption of our peo-
ple.  While scandals find solidarity 
with the so-called “me-too” move-
ment; a deeper addictive wave may 
be the “me-only” sentiment. How 
do we set our children ablaze with 
a love for the Lord and our holy 
religion?  How can we stem the 
many defections from faith?  As a 
first step, we must stop depart-
mentalizing the Christian faith.  
Boxing in religion to just the Bible 
or the walls of the Sunday church 
will likely smother the faith before 
it can really ignite.  Whole families 
need to actively pursue the faith— 
worshipping, praying, studying and 
serving together.  The gift of faith 
must be joyfully integrated into the 
daily lives of our families and their 
youth.  More than simply having 
our children know a few quick cat-
echetical answers or even to stead-
fastly follow ecclesial laws; we 
want our children to enter into a 
love relationship with Jesus and the 
Catholic faith.  How do we do this? 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

According to their level of maturity, 
each member of the family should 
have an understanding of what the 
Mass is about and what we are doing 
when we attend services.  We can 
adapt the Sunday liturgy’s opening 
prayer as part of our daily prayer as a 
family.  We can list our private inten-
tions we want to bring to the commu-
nal worship.  We can study the Mass 
as a whole and its parts, so that we 
will know what we are doing through-
out and why we stand, sit and kneel.  
We can also look ahead to the Sunday 
Scriptures. This will bring us into a 
spiritual dialogue with the proclama-
tion and the deacon’s or priest’s homi-
ly. It goes without saying that we need 
to sanctify each day with both person-
al and communal prayer.  While it 
may upset certain public school teach-
ers and administrators, children are 
free to initiate prayer with their peers, 
especially at lunch time.  The 
Church’s Liturgy of the Hours is an 
attempt by the Church to keep the 
Lord’s admonition of praying cease-
lessly.  However, even without this 
wonderful book of prayers, family 
members can consecrate the day with 
morning and evening prayers and 
prayers before and after meals. We 
acknowledge our dependence upon 
God.  We ask for help and mercy.  We 
thank God for our lives and the good 
things that he has given us.  We praise 
God just for being the God who loves 
and cares about each of us. 
 

This month’s message is the first of 
many that I hope to offer as a blue-
print for our response as Knights, 
Catholics and families to insure the 
salvation of Christ and to take back 
our little piece of the world.   

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 
State Deputy’s Message  By: Dale W. Trott (Email: dnltrott@verizon.net) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to July and the first month 
of the new Fraternal Year.  First and 
foremost, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate all of the new-
ly elected Council Officers, Assem-
bly Officers and Ladies Auxiliary 
Officers.  On behalf of the entire 
Maryland State Council, we wish 
you and your council, assembly and 
auxiliary an enjoyable and success-
ful year.  Our goal in the State 
Council is to do everything possible 
to help you during your year. 
 
During the 2018 – 2019 Fraternal 
Year, we celebrated many accom-
plishments like replacing two aging 
Ultrasound machines in Southern 
Maryland; distributing approximate-
ly 1,500 Coats for Kids all around 
Maryland; and, raising over 
$162,000.00 for organizations help-
ing the Intellectually Challenged 
just to mention a few.  These and 
many more accomplishments are 
only realized through the dedicated 
efforts of Councils, Assemblies and 
Ladies Auxiliaries in our Maryland 
Jurisdiction.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now, as we start the new Frater-
nal Year, we must prepare and 
chart a course for an even great-
er success.  We must be pre-
pared to meet new challenges; 
try new programs; and, to grow 
our Honored Order.   Challenges 
will come, but in many cases, 
we know not when nor where.  
Challenges can be overcome if 
councils remain united in 
“Unity.”  With respect to new 
programs, councils must work 
closely with the new “Faith in 
Action” programs.  The Faith in 
Action program model replaced 
the Surge with Service Program 
model last year and councils had 
to quickly adjust and adapt to 
these programs.  Now that the 
new model has been around for 
a year, councils need to step up 
their game and ensure that they 
include these programs 
(especially, the Required Pro-
grams) in their Calendar.  An 
excellent tool for making sure 
that you have included these 
programs, is to fill out a “draft” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Columbian Award Application (SP-
7) and use it as a “Road Map” to suc-
cess.  Lastly, we must grow our 
councils and our Order, or we will 
become like many other organiza-
tions and either no longer exist or 
end up in a death spiral.  Councils 
must bring new members in to meet 
their membership goals, but just as 
important, they must replace those 
that they have lost through deaths, 
suspensions or withdrawals.  Reten-
tion must begin the day a new Knight 
enters our ranks.  What doesn’t make 
sense, is we work so hard to bring in 
new members and yet, we do nothing 
to keep him active and a member.   
We must do a better job if we are to 
ensure our future.   
 
In closing, as we begin this new year, 
we must be accountable with no ex-
cuses, lead by example, be humble 
yet inspiring, trust in the Lord and, 
put our Faith into Action as we Serve 
Christ by Serving Others! 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Membership Director Message   By: Ronald G. Hassan  (Email: ronaldh246@verizon.com) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
If you are reading this, you are most likely a frater-
nal leader at some level.  Congratulations!  If you 
are a new Grand Knight or council officer, congratu-
lations on taking on the mantel of leadership.  If you 
are returning for another term, congratulations for 
holding the confidence that you can continue to do a 
good job. 
 

It’s the start of a new fraternal year.  New begin-
nings are always exciting and this one is just the 
same.  But you can’t have a new beginning if you 
don’t get started.  As we discussed at the Leadership 
Seminar in Solomon’s it is important that you get started 
with membership right away.  Just because it is summer 
doesn’t mean that we can take a vacation on membership 
recruiting.  If you haven’t appointed your membership team 
yet, make that your highest priority.  We can only move for-
ward and improve our Order if we continue to recruit new 
men and families to bring us new ideas. 
 

If you are to be successful with membership you need to 
have a plan.  Schedule a time to sit down with your member-
ship team right away and plot out a plan to meet your mem-
bership goals.  Make sure you get a complete understanding 
of your council’s membership picture now so your plan can 
be comprehensive.  It should address recruitment and reten-
tion.  Make sure you plan how you will recruit new mem-
bers.  Make sure you also focus on retaining the members 
you have.  If you have members you haven’t seen in a while, 
form a team to reach out to them.  Meet with your Financial  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secretary now to find out how many members are in 
arrears on their dues and focus on reaching out to 
those people now—before dues are due again.  It’s 
easier to bring someone back into the council when 
you aren’t focusing on their past dues. 
 

As the State Membership Director, I’m excited for 
this beginning of a new fraternal year.  I pledge that 
I will do everything in my power to help you and 
your council or district be successful with your 
membership goals.  But, like you, I have to have a 
team.  The state membership team is decentralized 
and is spread throughout the state with each member 

assigned to specific districts and councils.  The membership 
team consists of Regional Advisors who will be there to as-
sist you in your membership recruiting efforts, the Retention 
Team who will help you with your retention efforts so we 
can keep the members we recruit, and the Online Member-
ship Coordinator who will be the “point man” for our state’s 
online membership efforts and our attempts to convert online 
members to become members of your councils. 
 

This month I want to focus on the Regional Advisors.  As I 
said, they are spread throughout the state.  Hopefully, you 
had the chance to meet your RA at the Leadership Seminar 
but if you didn’t you should expect to see him at your council 
meeting soon.  He will be there to speak on membership ef-
forts and he will be available to assist your council with its 
recruitment efforts.  Here is the list of Regional Advisors and 
their assigned districts. 

 

 

Membership 

Regional Advisors 

REGION ADVISOR DISTRICT 

Prince George's Keith Hurst 1, 4, 10, 15 

Carroll & Baltimore Counties Bill Adams 21, 25, 32 

Southern Baltimore Michael Ragolio 7, 13, 23, 24 

Western Baltimore Jim Klein 2, 17, 19, 28 

Northern Baltimore Tom O’Hara 5, 16, 27 

Montgomery Tony Durso 6, 11, 18, 30 

Southern Maryland David Wilson, Jr. 3, 9, 12, 29 

 Bill Waldron  

Eastern Shore Larry Houck 22, 26 

 Tom Irwin  

Western Maryland Brian Woerner 8, 20, 31 

 Stephen Penrod  
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It was nice seeing so many of you at the Leadership Seminar at Solomon’s Island.  What a great time we had. This Frater-
nal Year the Program Team will be putting a lot of emphasis on how your council can fully participate in our Faith, Fami-
ly, Community & Life activities.  As I stated at leadership if you want your council to be successful and receive a Partici-
pation Plaque as well as maybe even win awards, you MUST do the required programs.  DDs, study the Faith in Action 
Guide, make copies of my PowerPoint Presentation and give it to your councils that were not present at leadership.  At 
every meeting talk about Fraternal Recommended and Required Programs.  GKs, make sure your Program Director at-
tends the Program and Membership Seminar in July & August.  Hope to see you there!  Councils must conduct these un-
derlined required programs to be eligible to receive the Columbian Award and other awards at the convention.   

 
Faith Activities Director Lou Woods 

 

Spiritual Reflection, create annual opportunities for 
prayer and reflection as a fraternity within your coun-
cil.  The Saint John Paul II National Shrine has many 
activities throughout the year that count for Faith re-
quired programs.  For detailed info visit:  
 

http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/spiritual-
reflection.html#/. 
 

As a side note, Lou would like to remind you of the 
Perpetual Memorial Society program.  We have made 
it easier for councils/assemblies to participate in the 
Perpetual Memorial Society.  Each year a Mass Card 
and enrollment form will be made available to all 
councils.  When a person wishes to memorialize some-
one, the Mass Card can be filled out and given to the 
next of kin.  The member then fills out the enrollment 
form and mails it, along with the donation check, to the 
Memorial Chairman.  The chairman will make the ap-

propriate enrollment in the permanent Memorial and 
will send a new blank card and enrollment form back to 
the council/assembly officer. This will, hopefully help 
all knights to be able to use our Perpetual Memorial 
Society to honor deceased brothers and their families. 
 

Family Activities Director Mike Little 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consecration to the Holy Family, Help strengthen fam-
ilies and revitalize our parishes.  Knights of Columbus 
councils will invite each family in their parish to conse-
crate themselves to the Holy Family and to devote 
themselves to the ideal model of familial love set by 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph.  For detailed info visit: 
 
 http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/consecration-to
-the-holy-family.html#/. 
 

 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

Program Director Message   By: Bill Van Horn  (Email: bvh312@aol.com) 

STATE PROGRAMS 

+ + + = 
FAITH 

IN ACTION 

 

http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/spiritual-reflection.html#/
http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/spiritual-reflection.html#/
http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/consecration-to-the-holy-family.html#/
http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/family/consecration-to-the-holy-family.html#/
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Membership Director Message   By: Ronald G. Hassan  (Email: ronaldh246@verizon.com) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
 
Community Activities Director Terry Waters 
 

Helping Hands, Put your faith into action and help those 
less fortunate in your community.  In the model of Knights 
of Columbus founder, Venerable Michael McGivney, 
councils will lead efforts to assist those most in need.  
Guidelines for this program are broad and can include 
forming partnerships with local aid organizations or inde-
pendently planning unique activities.  For detailed info vis-
it http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/community/helping-
hands.html#/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a side note, July marks the official launch of our annual 
campaign to support those with intellectual disabilities 
here in Maryland and I hope your councils participate! 
Commonly known as the “Tootsie Roll Program,” this 
popular activity over the years has generated thousands of 
dollars, and last year was no exception! Now is the critical 
time to begin locking down your activity dates for this year 
with local retailers, your parish, and with other venues 
where you can activate the program! Try to have your cal-
endar set by July 31. Don’t wait until Fall- act now on this 
important step! FDD Yen Le and FDD Craig Clagget lead 
this great program and are ready to assist your council!  
Also, Our Box of Joy Program launches for the third year 
in a row and PGK Jimmy Williams is leading this activity 
again. Consider ordering supplies early and getting your 
team on board with the fastest growing community pro-
gram in the State!  And, Has your council ever volunteered 
at an event involving athletes participating in Special 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Olympics? Check out the schedule of events on the State 
website and consider getting involved in at least one event 
during the first half of this new fraternal year. You’ll be 
glad you did! 
 

Life Activities Director Roger Donnelly 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Novena for Life, Lead your community in the spiritual 
fight to establish a culture of life in our nation.  Knights 
and their families will come together in both public and 
private acts of prayer to promote the protection of life.  
For detailed info visit http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/
life/novena-life.html#/.  

 

Program Director Message   By: Bill Van Horn  (Email: bvh312@aol.com) 

STATE PROGRAMS 

+ + + = 
FAITH 

IN ACTION 

http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/community/helping-hands.html#/
http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/community/helping-hands.html#/
http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/life/novena-life.html#/
http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/life/novena-life.html#/
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 
First Lady’s Message  By: Linda Trott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I recently heard of a campaign launched 
to “spark kindness”.   Acts of kindness 
make us stronger and creates a sense of 
community.  One of the truly great 
things I love about the Knights along 
with the Auxiliaries is the many activi-
ties we as a group do to spread kind-

ness.  I have seen it first hand when we give coats for 
kids in the cold winter months, participate in feeding the 
homeless in our area, a dance for the seniors to have a 
night out to enjoy, a baby shower for a pregnancy center, 
filling Boxes of Joy for those in poor countries, and the 
list goes on.  We are doing a great job in our communi-
ties for sure.   
 
It made me think, what can I/we do as individuals to 
spark kindness.  Just think if we do one act of kindness 
each day of the year, we can change 365 lives.  Just to-
day my nephew took two cupcakes to his neighbor sit-
ting outside and he learned they had just put down their 
dog.  They hugged and shared tears.  My sister, a widow, 
came home to find her neighbor had cut her grass and 
took her trash to the curb.  I heard a story where a wom-
an paid it forward it in a line at Dunkin Donuts and the 
man waved her over to say he was having a terrible day 
and was questioning God because his son had recently 
committed suicide and asked for a sign that He is still 
with him and at that moment this kind lady bought his 
coffee.  None of these acts took a lot of time or money, 
but wow did they make a difference to that individual.   
 
I hope this inspires you to want to do random acts of 
kindness.  I believe a little kindness goes a long way and 
that goodness can spread.  The world can be changed by 
your example.  With the start of the new website this 
month, there is a link for Ladies.  I hope that you send us 
a picture or a short story of a way that you sparked kind-
ness.  GO MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND BE KIND! 
 
God bless you with a grateful heart, 

 Linda 
 First Lady 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Kindness Connection 
Share Your Stories 

Of How You 
Sparked Kindness 

Visit our page and Like us on Facebook---The Ladies of the Maryland Knights of Columbus 2019 
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In January 1947, then-Monsignor Ful-
ton J. Sheen, a professor of philoso-
phy at The Catholic University of 
America, delivered a radio address 
titled, “Signs of Our Times,” in which 
he issued a warning about the battle 
for souls and provided advice on how 
to respond.  His commentary, a brief 
excerpt of which follows, is even 
more relevant to the highly secular-
ized culture of today than it was to the 
society of seven decades ago. 
 
“Why is it that so few realize the seriousness 
of our present crisis?  Partly because men do 
not want to believe their own times are wick-
ed, partly because it involves too much self-
accusation and principally because they have 
no standards outside of themselves by which 
to measure their times.  If there is no fixed 
concept of justice how shall men know it is 
violated?  Only those who live by faith really 
know what is happening in the world.  The 
great masses without faith are unconscious of 
the destructive processes going on… 
 
The battle lines are already being clearly 
drawn and the basic issues are no longer in 
doubt.  From now on men will divide them-
selves into two religions -- understood again 
as surrender to an absolute.  The conflict of 
the future is between the absolute who is the 
God-man and the absolute which is the man-
God; the God Who became man and the man 
who makes himself God; brothers in Christ 
and comrades in anti-Christ. 
 
The anti-Christ will not be so called, other-
wise he would have no followers.  He will 
wear no red tights, nor vomit sulphur, nor 
carry a trident nor wave an arrow tail as the 
Mephistophiles in Faust.  This masquerade 
has helped the devil convince men that he 
does not exist, for he knows that he is never 
so strong as when men believe that he does 
not exist.  When no man recognizes, the more 
power he exercises.  God has defined Himself 
as “I am Who am” and the Devil as “I am 
who am not”… 
 
His logic is simple:  if there is no heaven 
there is no hell; if there is no hell, then there 
is no sin; if there is no sin, then there is no 
judge, and if there is no judgement then evil 
is good and good is evil… 
 

How will he come in this new age to win 
followers to his religion?  He will come 
disguised as the Great Humanitarian; he 
will talk peace, prosperity and plenty not 
as means to lead us to God, but as ends in 
themselves…[H]e will explain Guilt away 
psychologically as inhibited eroticism, 
make men shrink in shame if their fellow-
men say they are not broadminded and 
liberal; he will be so broadminded as to 
identify tolerance with indifference to 
right and wrong, truth and error; he will 
spread the lie that men will never be better 
until they make society better and thus 
have selfishness to provide fuel for the 
next revolution; he will foster science but 
only to have armament makers use one 
marvel of science to destroy another; he 
will foster more divorces under the dis-
guise that another partner is “vital”; he 
will increase love for love and decrease 
love for person; he will invoke religion to 
destroy religion;  he will … tell people 
who they should and should not marry and 
unmarry …he will tempt Christians …to 
sell freedom for security … to desert the 
lofty pinnacles of truth where faith and 
reason reign, for those lower depths 
where the masses live on slogans and 
propaganda…Opinions not truths, com-
mentators not teachers, Gallup polls not 
principles, nature not grace -- and…to 
have a new religion without a Cross, a 
liturgy without a world to come, a city of 
man without a city of God, a religion to 
invoke a religion, or a politics which is a 
religion-one that renders unto Caesar 
even the things that are God’s… 
 

Because the signs of our times point to a 
struggle between absolutes we may expect 
the future to be a time of trials for two 
reasons:  Firstly, to stop disintegra-
tion.  Godlessness would go on and on if 
there were no catastrophes.  …Moral 
truth is vindicated by the ruin that follows 
when it has been repudiated.  The chaos of 
our times is the strongest negative argu-
ment that could ever be advanced for 
Christianity.   
 

The second reason why a crisis must come 
is in order to prevent a false identification 
of the Church and the world.  Our Lord 
intended that those who are His followers 
should be different in spirit from those 
who were not.  … Mediocrity and compro-
mise characterize the lives of many Chris-
tians.  Many read the same novels as mod-
ern pagans, educate their children in the 

 

same godless way, listen to the same com-
mentators who have no other standard than 
judging today by yesterday, and tomorrow 
by today, allow pagan practices such as 
divorce and remarriage to creep into the 
family…There is no longer the conflict and 
opposition which is supposed to character-
ize us.  We are influencing the world less 
than the world influences us… 
 
The Church has survived other great crises 
in her nineteen centuries of existence and 
she will live to sing a requiem over the evils 
of the present.  The Church may have its 
Good Fridays but these are only preludes to 
its Easter Sundays, for the Divine Promise 
shall never be made void: “. . . and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.”  … 
 
As Christians we must realize that a mo-
ment of crisis is not a time of despair, but of 
opportunity.  The more we can anticipate 
the doom, the more we can avoid it.  Once 
we recognize we are under Divine Wrath, 
we become eligible for Divine Mercy… 
 
Catholics ought to stir up their faith, hang a 
crucifix in their homes to remind them that 
we too have to carry a cross, gather the 
family together every night to recite the 
rosary that through corporate prayer there 
might be intercession for the world; go to 
daily Mass that the spirit of love and sacri-
fice might be sprinkled in our business, our 
social life and our duties.  More heroic 
souls might undertake the Holy Hour daily, 
particularly in parishes conscious of the 
needs of prayers of reparation as well as 
petition, conducting such devotions in their 
churches…  
 
[I]n the coming age there will be only one 
way to stop your trembling knees, and that 
will be to get down on them and pray.  The 
most important problem in the world today 
is your soul, for that is what the struggle is 
about.” 
 

What would our world be like if eve-
ry Catholic followed his pastoral ad-
vice?  It is not too late to do so.  And 
do so we should, for as Msgr. Sheen 
said, “The time is nearer than you 
think.” 

REFLECTIONS 
Reflections  By: Larry P. Grayson (Email: lpgrayson@verizon.net) 

The Continuing Struggle for Souls 
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This event is the premiere gathering of families within Maryland.  
Please make plans to attend this picnic to experience fellowship for all ages.  

Invite your family, friends, council members, parish youth groups or scout troop. 
 

Saturday, September 7, 2019, 12 to 5 pm 
 

Location: North Point State Park, Trolley Pavilion 
 8400 N Point Rd, Sparrows Point, MD 21219 

 

Cost:  $8.00 per person, Family of (4) $28.00.  
Children under 5 are free.  Group rate (5) or more: $7.00 per person. 

 

Activities: Scavenger Hunt, Balloon Toss, Three Legged Races, Horseshoes, 
and Corn-hole, nature trails, fishing pier.   

 

Menu 
 

Grilled Chicken 
Coney Island Burgers  

Hot Dogs 
Sweet Italian Sausage w/peppers and onions 

Macaroni Salad 
Scalloped Potato’s 

Cole Slaw 
Baked Beans 

Chips 
Assorted Desserts 

 
 

Complete information below and return this portion with payment to the Picnic 
Chairman by August 31, 2019. 

Make checks payable to Maryland State Council K of C 
 

Person/Family/Group Name: _________________________ 
 

Amount Paid $_______ 
 

Mail Your Check To:  Buzzy Stockman 
       Chairman, State Picnic 
       1712 Searles Road 
       Baltimore, MD 21222 
 

For information, please contact: Buzzy Stockman, DD, and State Picnic Chairman  
(443) 690-2452, buzzstock2@comcast.net 

Beer, Wine, Sodas, and Water  

 
Maryland’s Annual Family Picnic  

https://www.bing.com/maps?&ty=18&q=North%20Point%20State%20Park&satid=id.sid%3a3f3fefa4-5580-ae9b-0303-8fb064f91cbd&ppois=39.2260475158691_-76.4306411743164_North%20Point%20State%20Park_~&cp=39.226048~-76.430641&v=2&sV=1
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        DATE                   GENERAL 
 

 

04 Independence Day 
16 Membership & Program Seminar, Cardinal Gibbons Council 2521, 7 PM 
24 Membership & Program Seminar, Sacred Heart Council 2577, 7 PM 
31 Membership & Program Seminar, Holy Trinity Council 3413, 7 PM 
 
          

ADMISSION DEGREES 
  

2  Fr. McManus Council 7941, Chester 7:30 PM 

5  St Maximilian Kolbe Council 16634, Silver Spring 8:30 PM  

8  Most Holy Rosary Council 11511, Upper Marlboro 7:30 PM  

8  St. Joan of Arc Council 12054, Ridgley 7:30 PM  

9  Immaculate Lady Council 5208, Glendon 7:30 PM  

9  Corpus Christi Council 6188, Edgewood 7:30 PM  

11  Fr. Edmund Julien Council 11616, Westover 7:30 PM 

15  St Ignatius of Loyola Council 11815 7:30 PM  

15  Fr. Michael Kidd Council 14455, Mitchellville 7:00 PM 

17  St Elizabeth's of Rockville Council 12796, Rockville 8:00 PM 

18  Columbia Council 7559, Columbia 7:30 PM 

18  Fr. Joseph Comyns Council 9638, Ellicott City 8:00 PM  

18  Fr. Horace McKenna Council 11024, Germantown 8:00 PM  

23  Immaculate Conception Council 8159, Mechanicsville 7:30 PM  

24  Archbishop Neale Council 2279, La Plata 7:30 PM  

24  Msgr. Raymond Kelly Council 10966, Pasadena 7:00 PM  

24  San Oscar Arnulfo Romero Council 17192, Hyattsville 7:00 PM 

  (SPANISH) 

25  Holy Trinity Council 3413, Severna Park 7:30 PM  

25  St. John the Baptist Council 11106, Silver Spring 7:30 PM 

25  San Juan Neumann 16611, Baltimore 7:00 PM (SPANISH)  

31  Fr. O'Neill Council 4011, Lutherville 8:00 PM 

31  Jesus the Good Shepherd Council 14752, Owings 7:00 PM 

 
 

 
 

CANDIDATES MUST ARRIVE 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO ALL DEGREES!!! 

CHECK STATE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES. 

JULY - 2019 
CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 
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Where social media is more prevalent than ever, the Knights of Co-
lumbus Maryland State Council will be providing more state related 
updates via these platforms, such as Facebook, with the intent to 
keep all members and their families informed. Maryland State 
Council will also use these platforms to post event photographs 
from state events! We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook 
and Instagram pages. 
 

The new Facebook page not to replace the community-group estab-
lished in the past. Members and their families should also continue 
to connect to this page for events in within your specific council and 
community; however, all official communication from your elected 
Maryland Officers will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 
Facebook 

Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United 
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 
 

                                                                         
 

Instagram 
koc_md_united 

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
STATE NEWSLETTER 

  

Official Publication of the  
Maryland State Council 

 

Published Monthly 
906-C Washington Road 

Westminster, Maryland 21157 
 

State Deputy ………………………Dale W. Trott 
dnltrott@verizon.net (410) 507-9772 

 

State Secretary ……………………Vince Grauso 
vgrauso@yahoo.com (410) 340-5216 

 

State Treasurer ……………Christopher L. Powers 
ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com (301) 481-7208 

 

State Advocate ……………Anthony N. Salvemini 
a.ns@comcast.net (240) 472-7645 

 

State Warden ……………………John F. Winfrey 
JWinfrey@verizon.net (301) 345-3794 

 

Executive Secretary ……………Romeo Gauthier 
KofC-MD@verizon.net (443) 821-3811 

 
 

STATE NEWSLETTER 
 

Editor . . . . . . . . Vernon Hawkins, Jr. 
1706 Terrapin Hills Drive 
Mitchellville, MD 20721 

vhawkinsjr@aol.com 
(301) 336-0284 

301-350-7316 (FAX) 
 

Photographer . . . . . . . . .  John Fox 
Photographer . . . . . Bill McMahon 
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LADIES  AUXILIARY 
 

Chairlady . . . . . . . . . . .  Beth Ward 
baward2006@gmail.com (301) 873-4015 

 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

This newsletter:  The Maryland State Council 
Newsletter is formatted to provide you with 
information and to show you what’s getting 
done and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep 
you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We 
also want everyone to know of the good things 
happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Or-
der, and our Founder.  
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assem-
blies, and Fourth Degree elements to submit 
highlights of their respective accomplishments 
to the Public Relations Director, Richard 
Boehm (rboehm2577@msn.com) for posting 
on our social media platforms. 

A New Video Produced By The 
Knights of Columbus 

kofc.org 

 

 

 

 
http://www.kofc-md.org 

VISIT THE NEWLY 
DESIGNED 

MARYLAND STATE 
COUNCIL’S  WEBSITE AT 


