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Dear Brothers,

I would like first of
all to thank you for
your kind  best
wishes upon my
: being named a
" Monsignor earlier
in November. | am
humbled by this
honour, and | wish
to share it with so
many good people with whom | have been
privileged to collaborate in ministry over the years,
not least among them the Knights of Columbus of
Council 15920!"!" 1 will never be grateful enough
for the joy of walking with you on your
extraordinary journey of hard work and loving
service. While on that subject, congratulations to
Council on the enormous success of the campaign
to generate participation in the Virtual Turkey
Roll!! It has exceeded anything you could have
wished for, and holds out the hope of continued
opportunity to contribute to our numerous charitable
concerns, even in this difficult year. The creativity
of your response to challenges never ceases to
amaze me!

As the Advent Season gets underway, | invite you
to join me in striving to prepare well for the coming
of the Lord at Christmas. In Advent we cry out,
“Come, Lord Jesus, come!” Since we need him in
our world now, more than ever it seems, such a cry
from the heart makes perfect sense. But it calls for
a heart that is cleansed, renewed, and receptive. A
heart that is too burdened, distracted, or self-seeking
will never notice him when he comes
because he usually comes to us under a disguise,
often that of the poor and most needy (as we saw in
the powerful Gospel for the final Sunday of
Ordinary Time, Matthew 25:31-46). Jesus’ coming
was, and still is, hidden, understated, available only

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN,
MONSIGNOR MARTIN VALLELY

to those with eyes to see. Born in humble
surroundings, he was telling us that he knows we are
all poor. His saving act of total self-sacrifice on the
Cross was, if anything, a still greater sharing in our
poverty. He took our sins on himself, set us free,
made us rich. At Christmas we want to give thanks
for our many blessings, but we must not forget our
poverty, either. A worthy Knight of Columbus
realizes that, as a sinner, he is deeply poor. But, set
free by Christ his King, he is empowered beyond
measure, and so is able to serve others in Christ’s
name.

While aspects of this Christmas 2020 may feel
different from previous years, the essential mystery
of Christ’s coming among us never changes, no
matter what is happening within us or around us. He
was born so that we might be born again. And that
makes all the difference in the world.

Speaking of being born again brings us back to the
wonderful Sacrament of Baptism, on which | would
like to reflect a little more this month. Having
already spoken of the power of Baptism to fashion
our lives anew in the image of Jesus, Crucified and
Risen Lord, it must further be emphasized that this
carries implications for our life and action. It is
never to be thought of as just a lovely ceremony,
gone through for merely family or cultural reasons,
only to then become a memory in a drawer
somewhere. Rather, Baptism unleashes an
explosive power in the soul, whereby one becomes
part of what Saint Peter gloriously calls “a chosen
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people set
apart, to proclaim the mighty works of the one who
called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light.” (1 Peter 2:9) Bound irrevocably to Christ, we
are likewise bound to one another in the Body of
Christ, the Church ---- and we receive abundant
graces to live that out in the midst of many
challenges in our lives and relationships. In short,
whenever you do what leads to fostering unity and
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charity, in or out of Knights’ activities, you are
living out your Baptism----and you are also
depending on the continued grace of that baptismal
consecration, especially necessary when the living
out of unity and charity is taxing and difficult.

There is a Christmas connection to Baptism which
throws another light on this. The last day of the
Christmas Season, usually the second Sunday of
January, honours the event of Jesus’ own Baptism
in the River Jordan. We are told by all the
Evangelists that this was a momentous occasion,
accompanied by wondrous signs, like the
appearance of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove,
and the Father’s voice thundering forth, “This is my
Beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.....Listen
to him.” We typically celebrate this event as the
formal beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, as the
declaration and inauguration of his mission. Well,
in the same way, our own Baptism marks the
inauguration of our mission, to be a witness of
Christ everywhere we go. When we receive the
Sacred Chrism on our heads as part of the Baptism
ceremony, we are being sealed with the Holy Spirit,
consecrated and configured to Christ, in order to
share in his mission, to be “other Christs” out there
in the world. The dignity is astounding, the
responsibility weighty...... but the reward glorious.
On the day of your Baptism, you received your
Christian vocation to holiness and service.
Everything else you ever were to do in your life was
to be an outgrowth of that seed of vocation, planted

Family Fratrnal Benefits
from a Brother Knight

Call your Fraternal Adviser
Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.1.C.
1-905-820-8117

E-Mail: mario.rodriguez@kofc.org

that day. "If a disciple stays still and doesn’t go out
and does not give back to others what he has
received in Baptism, he is not a true disciple of
Jesus. He lacks the missionary [spirit]; he can’t get
out of himself [to be able] to bring something good
to others.” (Pope Francis)

Let your Advent preparation and Christmas
celebration lead to reflection on this! “What you are
is God’s gift to you; what you become is your gift
back to God.”

Blessings of Advent and Christmas joy, dear
brothers!

Monsignor Martin Vallely
Chaplain

PRAYER NETWORK

In charity, we pray for:

Brother Richard Cupido

Brother Blaise Mac Isaac
Brother Michael Nelligan
Brother Henry Rudachyk
Brother Kees Van Asselt

Evangeline Nelligan, wife of Brother Michael
Shannon Wilken, daughter of Bro. Michael
Nelligan

Prayer for Healing

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of
your command, drive away from me all forms of
sickness and disease. Restore strength to my
body and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed
health, 1 may bless and serve you, now and
forever more.

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact
Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-336-3056 or by e-mail
at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE:
Dear Brothers,

The Advent Season is upon us now and we have much
to be thankful for and so much we must continue to pray
for. Let’s take a moment to reflect on this past year,
how each new year begins with hope and new
beginnings and how this year may have turned our lives
upside down. We must remember that we are blessed
each morning with a new start, a new outlook, and new
beginnings. So despite set-backs, restrictions, lock
downs, isolation and more, we always set our heart’s
gaze forward. Unique opportunities this year have
allowed us to set records in the bottle drive, continue
with our annual Turkey Roll but this year virtually, and
add several new brothers to our council.

As we head into a season traditionally centred around
Church and family, this year we should especially
cherish the time we spend with family, friends and
brothers. We have realized very quickly that these
moments are not as frequent as we would like. This
month is usually filled with Christmas shopping, social
gatherings, the birth of our Lord, Advent Masses and
much more. Now our Christmas shopping is online, our
gatherings within our bubble, and we may have to plan
how to book a mass time (hopefully not). However,
some things remain certain: our need to reset, relax, be
with family and celebrate the birth of Christ!

Even though this season may be different for many of
us around the globe and right here in our community, |
want to extend my deepest gratitude for all that you have
done and continue to do. May you celebrate with your
families with full hearts, good health, continued
courage, and filled with the Holy Spirit. | know that we
will continue to serve our community and each other
with grace and passion.

Have a blessed Christmas season!

Yours in Christ,

Mark

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

Congratulations to:

Bro. Melvin and Jennifer llagan
December 18 — 21 years

Bro. Tom and Pat O’Brien
December 26 — 58 years

Bro. Howard and Lorraine McNamara
December 27 — 65 years

Bro. Mike and Linda Perron
December 28 — 29 years

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Henry Rudachyk — December 3
Jim Hessian — December 8

Gerald Woodman — December 21

Our Lord Jesus Christ
December 25

Earl Kent Roy — December 29

CALENDAR
OF
COUNCIL EVENTS

Dec. 1 - Council Business Meeting

Dec. 11 — Annual Turkey Roll
Virtual Edition

Good Shepherd Food Drive
We are working with Longo’s Markets
to make this happen.

Dec. 25 — Christmas Day
Jan. 1 - New Year’s Day

Jan. 5— Council Business Meeting
Jan. 31 — Fraternal Survey is due
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Council News

Our Chaplain Is Now a Monsignor

Congratulations to our beloved Chaplain Father
Martin Vallely on his elevation to the status of
Monsignor. The appointment comes directly from
the Vatican and the particular designation Monsignor
Martin received is “Chaplain of His Holiness”. Our
council is extremely proud of and very thankful for
having Monsignor Vallely in our council. Monsignor
Martin is the second Chaplain of our council and the
second Monsignor we have had in our ranks, the first
was our founding Chaplain Monsignor Ed House.
Regretfully Monsignor House has passed on but we
continue to have him in our prayers.

Our Council Receives a Star Council Award for Fraternal Year 2019 — 2020

For the seventh consecutive year our council has received some of the highest awards given out by the
Knights of Columbus. This year was no exception as we received the coveted STAR COUNCIL award.

Congratulations once again goes to our Past Grand Knight Joe Milton for his leadership and also Brother
Jim Hession, our Membership Chairman who did an amazing job recruiting new members. In the first
picture current Grand Knight Mark Freeman receives the plaque on behalf of the council from District
Deputy Vic Lefebvre, and in the second picture Brother Jim Hession receives a pin in recognition of his
very successful efforts at attracting new members. In the third picture, Past Grand Knight Joe Milton
accepts the plaque from District Deputy Vic Lefebvre.

4
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HCCEF- Evening with Bishop Crosby.

On November 4, the Halton Catholic Children’s Education Foundation (HCCEF) held its annual Evening
with Bishop Crosby, but this year it was a virtual event. One of our council brothers Marc Clare, Director
of the Foundation, did a masterful job making this year’s event a huge success despite not being able to
hold the usual large gathering at Le Dome Banquet Hall in Oakville. The virtual event included many
inspired presentations and other fun activities. Bishop Crosby was of course the keynote speaker and he
made a very memorable and uplifting commentary. Congratulations Brother Marc for your hard work
and dedication to the cause of underprivileged children in our catholic schools.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2020
Help Slucliody e Heed To Succeed

“We all need to know that we are loved, and
affirmed, and supported, and encouraged.” -
Bishop Douglas Crosby

Remembrance Day

Remembrance Day November 11, 2020 was not only a special day to remember our veterans but it was
also memorable as it was the first virtual celebration of this important day. Everyone still held a moment
of silence for the thousands of veterans that served our country but for the most part they did it in private.

Our council Knights and brother Sir Knights of our Assembly missed the opportunity of showing our
patriotism by marching to city hall but all were doing their part in isolation.
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Turkey Roll - 2020

Despite the restrictions of the Covid-19 pandemic our council voted to go ahead and try to put on our
annual Turkey Roll again this year but in a virtual world. Thanks mainly to the huge effort of Vic Lefebvre
our Programme Director and of course District Deputy, the event is now planned to be webcast on Friday
December 11 at 7 PM.

Vic worked his way through strong resistance from our city hall as they were concerned that any event
that used the internet was really “e-gaming” and must get OLG approval. After consulting with OLG
experts and working with city hall staff he was able to get a municipal license by making some minor
adjustments to the format. Tickets were made available for ordering early in November and contrary to
our somewhat pessimistic expectations, our parishioners and “turkey roll followers” quickly placed their
orders and by November 23 all 2400 tickets were sold. Incredibly, we could have sold more but the license
limited us to 20 Rolls.

A virtual event cannot happen without a good production manager and our council was very fortunate to
have Patrick O’Hara volunteer to help make the thing happen. Patrick has many years’ experience in the
visual media world and he was a godsend to our council. He had previously created many other beautiful
media presentations for our parish including the Sunday Mass presentations, Fireside Chat with Father
Martin and many others. The virtual event was successfully recorded on Saturday, November 28 and will
be available for viewing on our website after 7 pm on December 11. Thank you to all of the parishioners
and Knights that helped to make this happen.

— —— ——
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We are grateful for the support of
our 2020 Turkey Roll Sponsors
Please patronize and recommend them

ALC

ALDERSHOT LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS LP

166 Flatt Road, Burlington, Ontario L7P 0T3

Telephone « 905 889 7321

Main Floor
Hamilion, ON, L8P 14
T 905.777-9900 Ext 200

C 905.638.0455
aaanns el ne

e bisine ca

PHARMASAVE WALKERS NEW PHARMACY AND

PHARMASAVE

COMPOUNDING CENTER

495 Walkers Line Burlington ON L7N 2E3
Phone: (305) 333-5557

BURLINGTON e GRIMSBY » STONEY CREEK

wwwvertcecooom | S330 0390 | wercyvemosoccony

VERITAS
COUNSELLING CENTRI

Ay W Hofmon o

.
Prorsiormosondl Corautont 8 Cmool Coursedos

Rextare hope ond meanwig, fesiive conficy, ond b o sold
Joundanon for your nsatiorships i the safety and
srnficientiohy of the coanseiing room

| B30 Homngton Court, Sute Ib Suringror
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Face to face

can still be face to face.

——

———

Just because we're apart doesn’t mean we can’t meet together.

LIFE INSURANCE - DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE « LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE « RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

‘41&;\7‘ Knights ()f C()lumbus" Contact me today to find out how.
P Ko Cad

\&a/ m Mario Rodriguez, FIC

- Field Agent
YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE 905-820-8117

mario,rodrigucz@kofc.org
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Knights in Action November 2020

Brothers Help Out at Holy Rosary

In November our brothers were preoccupied with
the preparations for the council Turkey Roll but our
Knights will be helping with the Christmas
decorations around the church in the coming days.

Special Olympics

Our bottle drive is over for this year and it was by
far the most successful ever with over $5,400
collected and donated to Special Olympics. Thank
you to the Brothers, parishioners and Special
Olympics volunteers and athletes for an outstanding
year.

Sovo vour boor. wine and liquor hormies ana
Joln tho Kndghis of Canimbus in suppen of Ihis greal cavse)

Cobs Bakery

We are still collecting bread from Cobs but we are ( ‘ S;

unable to deliver them to the Good Shepherd food

bank due to Covid — 19 regulations. Brother Aeneas
is now delivering the bread to other places including

worthy causes in Oakville.

gREAD

purchasel
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