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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN,
REVEREND MARTIN VALLELY

Dear Brothers,

| trust that you are enjoying some quiet time with family during these very hot
summer days. Hopefully, the summer gives us an opportunity to reflect on our
experiences of the last few tumultuous months, and to let the Lord remind us of
how special we are in his sight, and of how he longs to give us the great blessing
of his peace, deep within. Please know that | continue to pray for all of you, and
to hold you in my heart, especially if you or your loved ones are suffering in any way.

Earlier this Spring, we were filled with joy at the announcement from the Holy Father that the way was
cleared for the beatification of our beloved founder, Father Michael J. McGivney. | have now learned that
the beatification ceremony, delayed by COVID-19 concerns, has been scheduled for Saturday, October
31%. It will be held in Father McGivney’s home Archdiocese of Hartford, Connecticut. | also understand
that Blessed-Elect Father McGivney will be the first American-born priest to be beatified who had served
his entire priestly life as an ordinary diocesan parish priest (granted that it wasn’t for all that long---as
many know, he died when he was only 38, apparently having contracted that era’s version of a coronavirus
while ministering to his sick people).

I would like, for a moment, to attend to the story behind the miracle of healing which occurred through
Father’s intercession. The confirmation of this incident as a miraculous healing was the final necessary
step in the process of declaring that the beatification could proceed. (A second miracle, subsequent to the
beatification, will be needed in order to facilitate the authorization of his canonization as a Saint.) You
can easily find the story, both in print and in video formats, on Knights of Columbus sites. In 2015, a
devout family (the husband a Knight) in the Diocese of Nashville, Tennessee, was eagerly awaiting the
birth of their latest child. The dreadful news came that the unborn child was suffering from an incurable
ailment, where any hope of survival was lacking. The family fervently invoked the intercession of
Venerable Father McGivney, since they admired him so much for his compassionate work as a priest and
as the founder of the Knights of Columbus. The next thing anyone knew, the doctors discovered that the
incurable ailment had disappeared, without explanation! The child, a little boy, was born healthy. It is to
be noted, however, that he is Down Syndrome. Apparently that child has been nothing but an absolute
joy to his parents and older siblings. The unexplained total healing was subject to a rigorous process of
investigation by the Vatican’s Congregation for Saints’ Causes, both in the United States, and in additional
scrutiny of the case in Rome. The story is incredibly touching.
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It is also an exquisite affirmation of the “touch” of Blessed-Elect Father McGivney. Knights ought to be
keenly aware of how it all seems to come together in this story-----solid family life, deep faith and trust in
prayer, an unwavering conviction of the necessity to defend the sanctity of every human life, and a special
care for those with intellectual disabilities (let us hope the child will become an enthusiastic participant in
Special Olympics activities and competitions as he grows older!!). It is a marvelous invitation to us as
Knights to renew our commitment to all of those same virtues, which are elements of what makes a good
Catholic, a good Knight.

In the last few weeks, we have been attending at Sunday Mass to Matthew 13, the famous chapter with
Jesus’ Kingdom of Heaven parables. Prominent in the themes and messages of those parables is that the
Kingdom grows very slowly, and has to constantly face obstacles along the way. Working for its growth
requires trusting faith, dogged determination, patience, willingness to co-operate with one another as true
brothers and sisters, humility, and a commitment to steadily mature in wisdom and discernment. Working
for God’s reign in this world is not for the faint of heart, nor is it for those who want only an easy ride. |
believe that our Knights are men who are willing to go down the road of building God’s Kingdom, even
when it occasions inconvenience, struggle, and sacrifice. You have proven this over and over again by
your way of life and your service to those most in need. So I urge you to always let Blessed-Elect Father
McGivney’s courageous witness inspire you, his powerful intercession aid you, and his abundantly loving
heart enrich you with Christ’s own unconditional love.

And, brothers, this month brings to a conclusion my series of the past year, on the various articles of the
Apostles’ Creed. | hope that taking a closer look at these statements of the foundations of our faith has
maybe helped us, not just to understand the faith better, but to commit to it more thoroughly. In my
introductory remarks last September, | wrote as follows:

“Maybe the first thing to do is to look at the nature of faith itself. The word ‘Creed’ helps us

here. ‘Creed’ does not mean merely a bunch of things we intellectually (or otherwise) assent

to. The word has its origins in words that speak of a commitment of the heart. | believe, and

that is how I choose to live. Faith is therefore to be seen as an engagement of the whole person.

It is a response to the God who has revealed himself, and who loves us without measure. Faith

is an act of trust that the One who has created us, and made us his own, will lead us forward

through all that life throws at us. Faith has to do with a relationship, with a person, not just a

set of principles or objects, however sublime they might be. This is why we do not say ‘I

believe... ..... * but, rather, ‘[ believein........ " When you say to someone, ‘I believe in you’, you

know that you are making a real commitment to the other, a real investment of yourself in the

relationship. Same thing with God. In fact, our believing in God is the right model for any

other kind of believing in which we might engage.”

To tie this together with what we were saying above, especially in light of the Father McGivney miracle
and the work of building God’s Kingdom: We do what we do as Christian believers, and as Knights,
because we believe in it. The Creed we recite becomes a symbol of the life we are eager to pour out for
others. That, my brothers, is what it is all about.

God bless you as you work for the coming of his Kingdom!

Father Martin Vallely
Chaplain

~ 2 ~
287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7



Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920

August 2020

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE:
Greetings Brothers,

It’s hard to believe but August signals the halfway point
of summer already. Despite restrictions, our Brothers
have been hard at work. Our bottle drive has been a huge
success and we hope to build on that success with our
August drive. Brothers have been battling the scorching
heat to collect bottles, cut down tree limbs, clean
gardens, paint the Church cross, tear down the old sign
and much more. It is no wonder that our council has
received the award for ‘Best Overall Council in Ontario’
for a second time! | was honoured to join State Deputy,
SK David Peters and PGK Joe Milton at the district
office to receive our council’s five awards! Our council
received Silver council status again, the PSD John P.
Clancey Special Olympics Award, 1% Place for Best
Bulletin, 1% Place Best Council, the Family Award, and
of course the Best Overall Council in Ontario.

So what do all those awards signify? It signifies our
dedication to charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism. Do
we need the awards, the recognition? It is nice, to say
the least, but it is not why we joined the Knights. We
have set the bar high and will continue to nudge it higher
and higher each year. Working alongside of each other,
our Church, our community, and our schools lets our
light shine and in turn ignites others to do the same. Use
our work to inspire others to follow in our footsteps. |
encourage you to engage in conversations with other
Catholic men to welcome them into our fraternity. Many
hands make light work and for us to continue to do our
great deeds, we must bring more great brothers through
our door.

Continue to reach out to our fellow Brothers and their
families who may need a quick call or visit — a little can
go a long way during these times. Above all else,
continue to be the brightest beacon of light everywhere
you go. Spread His joy and love in all you do. Thank
you for all you do and all you are.

Yours in Christ,
Mark

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Mike Perron
August 3

Mark Freeman
August 12

Hugo Aponte
August 14

Reverend Michael Downey
August 14

Reverend Martin Vallely
August 15

Richard Cupido
August 20

Andres France Aguilar
August 31

Family Fraternal Benefits
from a Brother Knight

Call your Fraternal Adviser
Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.1.C.
1-905-820-8117

E-Mail: mario.rodriguez@kofc.org
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PRAYER NETWORK

In charity, we pray for:

Brother Richard Cupido

Brother Blaise Mac Isaac
Brother Michael Nelligan
Brother Henry Rudachyk
Brother Kees Van Asselt

Evangeline Nelligan, wife of Brother Michael
Shannon Wilken, daughter of Bro. Michael
Nelligan

Prayer for Healing

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of
your command, drive away from me all forms of
sickness and disease. Restore strength to my
body and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed
health, 1 may bless and serve you, now and
forever more.

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact
Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-336-3056 or by e-mail
at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com

Best Council in Ontario Podium

Best Council in Ontario 2019 — 2020
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

Congratulations to:

Bro. Aurel and Alina Chiasson
August 6 — 60 years

Bro. Sheldon and Sheila McCormack
August 10 — 29 years

Bro. Don and Nancy Prescott
August 15 — 50 years

Bro. Camille and Annette Johnson
August 18 — 25 years

Bro. Michal and Melissa Janecek
August 24 — 2 year

CALENDAR
OF
COUNCIL EVENTS

Special Olympics Bottle Drive
4106 pm
Virtual Business Meeting — 7 pm

Special Olympics Bottle Drive
4106 pm

Business Meeting — 7 pm
Business Meeting — 7 pm

The Feast of our Patroness
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary

Special Olympics Bottle Drive
4106 pm
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Council News

Our First Special Olympics Bottle Drive Collection Day — July 7

When the province announced that outdoor events with 10 people would be safe as long as social
distancing was in-place we decided to hold our first “normal” bottle drive collection day of 2020. Life
director Ken Fleming spread the word to everyone including the Special Olympics organizers letting them
know that we would be open for receiving bottles between 4 and 6 PM on Tuesday July 7 not knowing
what to expect in these unusual times. The result was one of the largest collection days ever with over
$800 worth of returns collected in 2 hours. The lion’s share of that huge supply came from the efforts of
parents of athletes and volunteers of the Special Olympics. Not only did they inundate us with bottles
they came out to support us and help with the sorting etc., which was very much appreciated.

Everything we will do this year will have a steeper learning curve than ever due to the possibility of the
spread of the virus. We can say we learned a little with this bottle drive and the lesson was we have to be
extra diligent in ensuring safety comes first. The enthusiasm of the Special Olympics members was very
heart-warming but it did lead to some cases where a safe distance was not always maintained. Special
efforts will have to be made for future events including supplying masks and enforcing the safe distance
rules. Fortunately, no harm was done and the day was a huge success.
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Old Church Sign Comes Down to Make Room for New Digital Sign

After more than 30 years, the old sign at the front of Holy Rosary Church has been sent to the old scrap
yard in the sky to be replaced by a modern digital sign.

The new sign was supposed to be delivered between July 15 and July 22, so arrangements were made to
remove the old sign on Saturday July 11. Brothers Blair Breckenridge, Sam Cervoni and Ken Fleming
volunteered to come out and remove the old sign thereby saving the parish between $400 and $500.

In the pictures below you can see Brothers Blair and Sam dismantling the sign with a very powerful
“Sawzall”. Brother Ken stayed out of the way and took pictures. In a very short time, the old sign and
the metal posts supporting it, were cut up into several pieces. The main part of the sign was left on the
street and was eventually picked up by a scrap collector to salvage the metal.

Thank you, Brothers Blair, Sam and Ken.
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Stormy Winds Break a Tree Branch Close To the Church
The Knights Take Action

A strong wind storm which came through the area on Friday July 10 resulted in a large branch breaking
off one of the trees on the west side of the church. Although it was quite close to the beautiful stain glass
windows the branch fell on an angle toward the driveway.

The following morning the damage was discovered while the old sign on the front lawn was being
removed and brothers Blair Breckenridge, Sam Cervoni and Ken Fleming were on hand to ensure the
branch was cut down before any further damage could be done. Brother Blair went home to get his
chainsaw while brothers Ken and Sam went to get coffee....at PGK Don’s office (Tim’s on Plains Rd.
W). In avery short time, the branch was cut down and cut into logs and safely piled up beside the church.
The wood will be allowed to dry and according to brother Blair can be used next Easter for a bonfire. This
is another example of our Knights doing what they do best and that is helping out when help is needed.
This act probably saved the parish a few hundred dollars as well... Thank you brothers.
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The Cross in Front of the Church Gets a Much Needed Facelift

Not to be outdone by the sign removing, tree cutting trio... brothers Jim Hession, Steve Marsh and Vince
lantomasi decided that they would paint the large white cross at the front of the church. The cross was
very much in need of a new coat of paint and the painting team did a masterful job on July 18 which was
a very hot day. Brother Vince arranged for some scaffolding to make sure they worked safely. The three
brothers worked very hard and had the job done by shortly after lunch. Brother Steve had the pictures but
before he could send them out to be included in our newsletter he emailed back saying “just jumping in
the pool to cool off and clean up” ....so it must have been a hot muggy day.... thanks for the pictures
Steve, Vince and Jim.
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State Deputy David Peters Presents 2019-2020 Council Awards

Awards for accomplishments are usually presented at the Annual State Convention. Unfortunately, this
year due to Corona — 19, the Convention was held “virtually”. State Deputy David Peters made
arrangements to present the awards on Thursday, July 30. Past Grand Knight Joe Milton and Grand Knight
Mark Freeman visited the State offices in Hamilton to pick up all of the loot (I mean awards) our council
earned over the past year.

In the picture State Deputy David Peters awarded the plaques etc. to brothers Joe and Mark. Of course,
the most important award was the “Best Council in Ontario award”. This is the second time our council
has won this award and it is a major tribute to all of the hard work and dedication of all of the members
of our council. Congratulations everyone and thank you brother Joe for your hard work and leadership.
The podium which we will keep for another year will be delivered shortly from Windsor where it resided
for the past year.

OUR LADY OF THI
VMOST HOLY ROSARY

COUNCIL #15920
BURLINGTON
LAY 20

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7



Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 August 2020

Bottle Drive Collections Ahead of Last Year Despite Covid — 19 Restrictions

Here are the YTD results of our Special Olympics Bottle drive

Special Olympics fund-raising status 2020

Collections to date

Collected over the winter (mostly by PGK Joe) S 271.35
Donations rec’d at BFT in February 235.75
May collection- Y 1,052.10
July collection 808.90
Aug collection TBD
Sept collection Great Returns for TBD
Oct collection _g.‘:..%’ 1BD
Total collected to date S 2,368.10
Donated to Special Olympics YTD
Flag Relay S 250.00
Proceeds from BFT collections rounded up S 250.00
Water, ice etc. for July collection 23.52
Total disbursements S 523.52
Balance to date- to be donated later $1,844.58
ﬂﬁﬁm @

S

Special
Olympics
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Face to face

can still be face to face.

Just because we're apart doesn’t mean we can’t meet together.

LIFE INSURANCE - DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE « LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE « RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

‘{‘1&'\7‘ Knights Of C()lumbus” Contact me today to find out how.
PO KorCad

\ﬁ:’/ m Mario Rodriguez, FIC

= Field Agent
YOUR SHIELD FOR LIFE 905-820-8117

mario,rodrigucz@kofc.org
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August
Food Drive

KoFc o

¥

The St. Gabriel’s Knights of Columbus are asking for
your help by donating non-perishable food items

Big Heart August Food Drive.
August 1-31

Collection Bins will be located in the St. Gabriel’s
Church for easy drop off before masses seven days
a week.

THANK YOU
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Knights in Action July 2020 ﬁ HOLY ROSARY

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Brothers Help Out At Holy Rosary
Brothers continued to do work around the Church
despite the Covid — 19 concerns. Appropriate
precautions were taken as our guys worked on the
sign, the cross and other issues around the church

Special Olympics

Bottle drive collections are running well ahead of
any previous year with over $2,300 collected
already. The next bottle drive collection day is
Tuesday, August 4.

Sav0 wour boor. wine and Hquor bormies ana
Joln s Kndghas of Cabumbus in suppen of (his greal causel

Cobs Bakery

We are still collecting bread from Cob’s but we are
unable to deliver then to the Good Shepherd food

bank due to Covid — 19 regulations. Brother Aeneas COBS

is now delivering the bread to other places including

worthy causes in Oakville.
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