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Dear 

Brothers, 

 

I trust you are 

enjoying your 

summer!  God 

bless you and 

your families.  

I write these 

words to you 

on the Feast 

(July 26th) of 

Saints Joachim and Anne, parents of Our Blessed 

Mother Mary, and grandparents of Jesus.  It is a day 

to pray in a special way for families, and for parents 

and grandparents.  So I am thinking of all of you, 

most of whom are family men.  Thank you for 

inspiring my own vocation with your dedication to 

your families, and your desire to draw them closer 

to Christ. 

 

A curious feature of the liturgical calendar this year 

means that, three times in a dozen days, we hear the 

Gospel in which Jesus says these words to his 

Apostles,  “Blessed are your eyes, for they see, and 

your ears, for they hear.  Truly I tell you, many 

Prophets and righteous people longed to see what 

you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you 

hear, but did not hear it.”  (Matthew 13: 16 – 17)  

In fact, those exact words are the particular focus 

of the Feast day of the grandparents of Jesus.  It is 

easy, and heartwarming, to imagine Joachim and 

Anne cradling the baby Jesus, overflowing with 

love as would be any grandparents………but with 

a unique sense of awe at their being chosen for 

participation in the greatest mystery ever to be 

shared with mankind.  As devout Jews, they would 

be well aware of the witness of the ancient Prophets 

who foretold the coming of the Messiah (they 

would also have taught all this to their daughter 

while she was growing up)………and here they 

see it unfold in fulfillment, right before their eyes! 

 

I am sure we have all had the experience of being 

amazed by some marvel of modern life (maybe the 

internet, space exploration, even contemporary 

household gadgets and conveniences, all this sort 

of thing), and have exclaimed,  “Wow, what would 

Great Grandpa and Great Grandma have said if 

they could see this today!?!  How did they ever live 

without it?!?”  So, how much more still when it is 

our very Saviour we are speaking about!! 

 

But it is especially fascinating to note the actual 

context of Jesus’ words in the quotation above 

from Matthew’s Gospel.  He really is not 

addressing himself to feeling sorry that the 

ancestors did not get to live to see the Messiah.  He 

knows that Our Heavenly Father has taken care of 

them already, with a special place of honour for 

when everything is revealed in its fullness.  No, his 

words are more of a warning.  The Apostles have 

been asking Jesus, in private away from the 

crowds, why he teaches the people using parables, 

or riddles, rather than speaking plainly.  Jesus 

replies that it is due to the hardness of heart of the 

people, who have deliberately shut their eyes and 

ears and hearts to the truth of God’s Word.   

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, 

REVEREND MARTIN VALLELY 



Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 August 2017 

 

 
~ 2 ~ 

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7 

He knows that, when they actually “get it”, they 

will realize that they have to convert, to change 

their lives………and this they refuse to do.  His 

words to his friends, about being privileged to see 

and hear the Truth, are warnings.  Do not take for 

granted the great gift that has been given to you!  

Make your lives worthy of the One who has 

revealed Himself in your very midst! 

 

We can ask ourselves some pointed questions, if 

we are prepared to be honest with ourselves.  Have 

I been taking for granted that I am so privileged to 

know Jesus, to be baptized into his saving Church?  

Do I recognize just how fortunate I am to be able 

to worship, to pray, and to serve in his Name?  Do 

I realize that even my participation in the Knights 

is a great privileged opportunity from Jesus to do 

good things for him and his people?  Is he trying to 

get through to me, maybe even right now, to call 

me to change, to become something more and 

better than I am………and I am not listening or 

noticing?  What are the “blind spots” in my life 

with Christ? 

 

Sometimes the summer can be a really good time 

to just sit back and reflect on some of the really 

important questions of our lives, about what really 

matters and what really does not matter all that 

much.  Jesus is always trying to get through to us, 

one way or the other.  The closer we let him get to 

us, the more we will hear and recognize his gentle 

but insistent call to become the very best we can 

be.  Let that Word of his hit you right in your heart 

and soul, so that you will indeed be blessed in your 

seeing, your hearing, your responding, and your 

loving. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

Father Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Congratulations to: 

 

Bro. Sheldon and Sheila McCormack 

August 10 – 26 years 

 

Bro. Don and Nancy Prescott 

August 15 – 47 years 

 

Bro. Loy and Yolanda De Mello 

August 29 – 36 years 

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Aug.  1 –  Business Meeting – 7 pm 

Aug.  6 –  Special Presentation after 

  10:00 am Mass 

Knights of Columbus Family Week 

August 7 to 13 

Aug.  8 –  Special Olympics Bottle 

  Drive – 4 to 6 pm 

Aug.  9 –  Council Audit 

Aug. 10 –  Heart & Stroke Big Bike 

  See Bro. Melvin Ilagin for details 

 

Sept.  5 –  Business Meeting – 7 pm 

Sept.  5 –  Special Olympics Bottle Drive 

  – 4 to 6 pm 

Sept.  9 –  Installation of Officers 

  After 5:00 pm Mass 

  Reception to follow 

Sept 10 –  Thirty-Third Annual Rosary Sunday 

  Martyrs’ Shrine, Midland 

Sept 10 –  St. Gabriel Council Pig Roast 

  Details to follow 

Sept. 14 –  Holy Rosary School BBQ 

  Details to follow 

Sept 15 –  Ontario State Council 

  Golf Tournament 

  Lowville, Burlington 

Sept 23 –  South Zone Meeting 

  Details to follow 
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PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  

 

Brother Michael Nelligan 

Joanna Baumgartner, wife 

of Brother Joe 

Richard Cupido, grandson 

of Brother Guido 

Linda Cupido, daughter-

in-law of Brother Guido 

Shannon Wilken, daughter of Bro. Michael 

Nelligan 

 

Prayer for Healing 

 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of 

your command, drive away from me all forms of 

sickness and disease.  Restore strength to my 

body and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed 

health, I may bless and serve you, now and 

forever more. 

 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact 

Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-336-3056 or by e-mail 

at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

 

I trust all of you are enjoying the great summer 

weather with your families and friends.  This is a 

relatively slow time from an activates stand point 

for our council… so take this opportunity to refill 

those volunteer tanks so we can continue our 

excellent track record of helping those who need 

help while enjoying our fraternal team. 

 

August 7-13 is designated by the Knights of 

Columbus as “Family Week” and it is very fitting 

as this is the best time of the year to do family 

things and enjoy our families especially our 

children and grandchildren as well as the 

community we live in.  Please make a special effort 

to attend the 10AM mass at Holy Rosary on Sunday 

August 6th as we will be recognizing the special 

contributions that some of our members have made 

to our parish and council. 

 

I would like to thank those brothers that came out 

to help with the Special Olympics Baseball 

Tournament held on July 8th.  Brothers Don, Jim, 

Joe M, Hugh, Bob and Ken worked with members 

of the other councils to feed over 240 hungry 

athletes.  We are trying to work much closer with 

our brothers in the other councils and the Special 

Olympics is a perfect focus for us to do just 

that…so I encourage all members to make a special 

effort to help out at the next event.  We will have 

another opportunity to connect with Knights from 

other councils on Sunday afternoon September 

10th at St Gabriel’s church as that council hosts the 

2nd annual “Pig Roast” so plan on coming out with 

your families. 

 

Please watch the website for other activities 

planned for August and September including the 

Holy Rosary School BBQ on September 14th and 

the State golf tournament on September 15th. 

 

Vivat Jesus 

 

Ken Fleming, 

Grand Knight 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

Marcel Hilgerdenaar 

August 2 

 

Mike Perron 

August 3 

 

Reverend Michael Downey 

August 14 

 

Carlos Paixao 

August 14 

 

Reverend Martin Vallely 

August 15 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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Brother Len Walker is the new council 

Lecturer 
 

Brother Len Walker has agreed to become our 

new Council Lecturer and we look forward to 

enjoying some interesting information during our 

up-coming meetings.  Len is pictured here 

receiving a certificate from GK Ken Fleming in 

recognition of his 35th anniversary of marriage to 

his wife Andrea. 

Brother Carlos Paixao is moving to Belleville 
 

A special thank you to our out- going Lecturer Carlos 

Paixao for his excellent work and service to the council 

over the past year.  Carlos and his wife Kathleen who also 

just celebrated their 35th wedding anniversary are 

moving to Belleville Ontario…..all the best…we wish 

you success and much enjoyment as you start a new 

chapter in your lives in the Quinte Region. 

Officers Installation to be held on September 9th 
 

All of our council officers were asked how they would like to complete the Officer Installations for 

this fraternal year given the fact that our District Deputy is stepping down.  We were asked by the other 

councils in Burlington to participate in a multi-council installation ceremony to be held at one of the 

other churches.  Although many of our officers were OK with the idea many also felt it was important 

to have our own installation in our own facility. 

 

So we have arranged to have State Treasurer Marcel Lemmen (a past District Deputy) to do the 

installation for us following the 5 PM mass on Saturday September 9th.  All council members are 

encouraged to come out for this event and to bring their families.  A reception will follow. 

 

We are invited to attend the “PIG ROAST” being held at St. Gabriel’s church on following day Sunday 

September 10th….so please bring your families and come on out and celebrate with our brother 

Knights. 
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