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Editor Gene Mendrysa
716-634-8997

GK Message — “A Blessed New Year to Alll”
2022 January Calendar

Dear Brother Knights,
Sat. Jan. 1
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy As we come to closure with our Centennial Anniversary celebrations in 2021,
Mother of God it’s time to roll up our sleeves and focus on our Council priorities, the most
Happy New Year! important of which is membership growth. It is also important to retain our
God Bless our Council & All ability to serve those in need through our Faith-in-Action programs. These
Members and Families issues were discussed at our October Council meeting. As the Grand Knight, 1
suggested a framework whereby I would relinquish my current role and focus
Thurs. Jan. 6 full time on the recruitment of new members. Without an increase in
Sr. Knights Meeting membership our Council will continue to dwindle downward to the point where
At Matthew Glab Post we would eventually become dormant, existing, but without the resources to
1:30 pm - Pg 3 serve those in need. Over the last several years our Council has been able to
demonstrate the ability to serve and has even been recognized by Supreme,
Sun. Jan. 9 awarding our Council with two consecutive Columbian Awards, with a good
Council Free Throw chance of receiving a third award in 2022. Our template for success has worked
Competition at OLV Elem. well but now it’s time to focus on the growth of our Council. Officer elections
School Gym will take place on January 12, 2022 at our regular business meeting. Hopefully
10AM to 12 noon — Pg 3 the new Grand Knight, as well as other Officers, will support our recruitment
initiatives and also continue the current Faith-in-Action guideline proposed in
Wed. Jan. 12 July 2021. It won’t be easy because nearly every Council in Western New York

Regular Council/Officer Mtg is in roughly the same situation as we are. We have to be proactive if we expect
At Matthew Glab Post survive in the long run.

7:00 pm - Pg 3 In the meantime, we are looking forward to increasing our fraternal events,
such as our 2022 Lenten Fish Fry dinners, an August 5™ Family Summer Picnic,

Fri. Jan. 28 an October 29" Meat Raffle and possibly a few other events, which have yet to

Columbiette’s Mtg be scheduled.

at Matthew Glab Post I am honored and humbled to have served as your Grand Knight for the last

6:30 pm - Pg 4 ’ four and one half years and look forward to undertaking my new task. We have
- a great team of Council Officers and I am optimistic that we can be successful in

Fri. Jan. 28 this new challenge.

WNY Chapter & Conf. Mtg

Location TBD Our Lady of Victory — Pray for Us! Fraternally, Gene Mendrysa — GK

7:00 pm — Pg 4

Financial Secretary Message

Columbiette’s Update
GK — Gene Mendrysa On December 20, 2021 our newly affiliated Columbiette’s presented
716-634-8997 Christmas gifts to the retired Nuns at Mercy Hospital in South Buffale.
FS — John Radwan Also, on December 28, 2021, the Columbiette’s will be installing 4 more new
716-675-1804 members via their Zoom meeting. Congratulations to the Columbiette’s on these
two initiatives. They’re off to a good start.
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Financial Secretary Message — Cont.

Lackawanna Catholic Club News

The elections to the Lackawanna Catholic Club Board of Directors took place on December 11,
2021 at the Knights of Columbus office at 780 Ridge Road, in Lackawanna, NY. Congratulations to
Bob Meegan, Rob Stoklosa and Don Thompson on being re-elected. Congratulations also to Mike
McKeating who was also elected to the Board to fill the vacancy due to the passing of deceased Board
member Bruce Coleman Jr.

Council Donation te the Special Qlympics of WNY — “Faith-in-Action Program”

As a result of the Council’s successful meat raffle in November, the Council presented a check, in
the amount of $3,000. To Ms Erica Raepple, Director of the WNY Region of Special Olympics on
December 7, 2021. The Council has been fortunate to be able to make an annual donation to Special
Olympics for the past several years.

Council “Coats for Kids” Donation to those in Need — “Faith-in-Action Program”

On December 13, 2021, the Fr. Baker Council’s Don Thompson, John Radwan and Gene Mendrysa
presented 36 winter coats to Mary Szlosek, the Principal of OLV Elementary School. Boys and girls
coats of various sizes are to be distributed by the school’s administration staff to those in needs of this
clothing.

Also, on December 15, 2021, another 36 winter coats were delivered to St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy
located at 325 Walden Avenue, in Buffalo, NY. The St. Luke’s Mission of Mercy is an independent
mission in the Catholic tradition doing the works of mercy for the needs of homeless and struggling
people in Buffalo. Certainly, they were very appreciative in receiving these brand new winter coats.

Council Donation to St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy Qutreach Center — “Faith-in-Action Program”
On December 20, 2021, our Council donated $500. to Cheryl Calire, the Executive Director of the
office of Pastoral Ministries to help families and life by providing material, emotional and spiritual
support to mothers, fathers and families in need during and after pregnancy.

Dues & Donations

Dues-paying Council members are reminded to pay their annual dues ASAP. “First Notice”
reminders will be mailed shortly. Please send your payment to Financial Secretary, John Radwan at
130 Main St. West Seneca, NY 14224. Contact John Radwan at 716-675-1804 with any dues’
questions. “Thank You” to those members who have made monetary donations in support of our
“Faith-in-Action programs. Your donations are very much appreciated and are always welcomed.

Columbus Insurance — Field Agent Thomas E. Iwankow

Please feel free to contact Thomas for all your insurance needs. Thomas can be reached at 844-
1251, or email address Thomas.Iwankow@KofC.org. If Thomas is unavailable, please contact KofC
Insurance General Agent John P. Hoolick at 570-654-3390, or JOHN.HOOLICK@KOFC.ORG.

Trivia Contest — January 2022

Two correct replies were received for the December 2021 trivia contest. The correct answer to the
question...what is the name of the NYS Deputy who was one of the keynote speakers at our Council’s
100™ Anniversary Banquet held on November 13, 2021? The correct answer was Deacon Charley
Esposito. The two who answered correctly were DGK Don Thompson and Jerry Sobaszek. Consideration
was given to Jerry because he does not have a computer and replied before Don Thompson’s email.
Both participants were awarded a Tim Horton’s $10. gift card. Enjoy!

Question — What is the name of the PGK who was the KofC Club House Manager from 1978 to 1998?
First correct answer received wins a $10.00 Tim Horton’s gift card. Remember to email your answer to
Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendryvsa@gmail.com. Have fun and “Good Luck to All”!
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January 2022 “Happv Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of January. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: Victor Liberta, Edward J. Seres, James W. Sowinski, Kevin R. Surdyke, Joseph
P. DeBergalis Jr., Rev. Matthew J. Zirnheld, Frederic J. Marrano, John P. Meegan, Lance D. Wells,
Mason T. Coleman, Michael J. Cusack, Duane T. Lieber, George J. Colern Jr., Richard T. Donovan,
Eugene A. O’Rourke, Michael D. Check, James M. Joynt, Edward M. Lalley, James T. Lubecki, Thomas
J. Pasiecznik, Mark R. Lowrey, Vincent J. Meegan. Alan L. Szaras and William M. Walz.

Council #2243 Deceased Members & Family

Fr. Baker Council member Dennis J. McNaughton, age 83, passed away on November 29, 2021.
Dennis, a Third Degree knight, was a member of the Knights of Columbus for 51 years. Among other
projects that he volunteered for, Dennis was a long-time member of the Wednesday afternoon bingo team
and a member of the Sr. Knights Social Club. Please remember Dennis, his wife Loretta and the
McNaughton family in your prayers.

Also, please remember Dorothy Harig, age 89, who passed away on December 16, 2021. Dorothy was
the beloved wife of the late PGK (1982-1984) Raymond A. Harig. Also, please remember Mary Ellen
Harig, age 63, who passed away on December 17, 2021. Mary Ellen was the beloved daughter of the late
PGK Raymond A. Harig. Please keep the entire Harig family in your prayers.

Pravers For Those in Need

Please pray for Council member PGK Don Knott, Kathy Bystryk, wife of the late PGK Tom Bystryk,
and Council member Fran Pordum, that they may return to good health.

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. January 6 - Senior Knights Meeting

The Senior Knight’s first meeting of 2022 will be on Thursday, January 6, 2022 at 1:30 PM at the
Matthew Glab Post. All Council #2243 knights, age 55 and over, are eligible to join the Sr. Knights
Social Club. Stop in at the January meeting and see what it’s all about! All attendees must wear a
facemask due to health regulations pertaining to the Covid virus situation. This is your opportunity to
learn and to support the activities and events of the Senior Knights. Your participation would be greatly
appreciated.

Sat. January 9 — Fr. Baker Council #2243 Free Throw Competition

All students (ages 9 thru 14) are eligible to participate in the Council’s competition. Participants will
compete with others of their own gender and age and cannot compete again in other councils’ KofC
contests. Participants should wear sneakers and bring their birth certificates as proof of age.
Applications are available on our website (fatherbakerkofc.com). Click on “News & Announcements” on
the home page, where you will see more information about the contest and link to the two-page
application and score sheet. For questions, contact Bob Meegan (716-348-6119) or John Radwan
(716-675-1804). Those of you able to volunteer 3 hours of your time are asked to call John
or Bob for details. All attendees must wear a facemask while in the building.

Wed. January 12 — Regular Council & Officer Planning Meeting 7:00 PM

Our regular Council and Officer planning meeting will be held on January 12, 2022 at 7 PM at the
Matthew Glab Post. All Fr. Baker Council members are invited to attend these meetings. Our focus will
be on our “Faith in Action” Programs for 2022 and the election of officers. Get the latest information
from our District Deputy, the NY State Council and the Supreme office. Like the Sr. Knight’s meeting all
attendees must wear a facemask due to health regulations pertaining to the Covid virus situation.
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Announcement & Event Details — Cont.

Fri. January 28 - WNY Chapter & Conference Meeting — 7:00 PM

This WNY Chapter meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 28, 2022 at 7:00 PM at a location to be
determined. The Grand Knight will share the information received with our Council at the subsequent
regularly scheduled Council meeting on February 9, 2022. The Chapter meeting is designed to bring
together all 44 Councils within the Chapter to discuss the business at hand including the scheduling of
future events.

Fri. January 28 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM

The Knights of Columbus’ newly affiliated Columbiette’s regular meeting will be held at 6:30 PM at
the Matthew Glab Post. A summary of this meeting will be presented at our Council’s regular scheduled
meeting on February 9, 2022.

Upcoming “March 2022 Daily Lottery Raffle”

The first of three 2022 fund raising raffles will take place in March of 2022. Tickets will go on sale
after the start of the New Year. We’re also looking forward to a raffle in August that would coincide
with our family picnic and one in December. These daily raffle lotteries help us to pay our office rent,
per capita expenses to the Supreme Council, supplies, ete. Please help support your Council

'.&

Sr. Knight’s Christmas Party
Saturday, December 4, 2021
At The Matthew Glab Post
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Gene Mendrysa - Council Donation to Special Olympics Erica Raepple

Dec. 7, 2021
o g

John Radwan — Council Donation to St. Gianna Molla Pregnancy Outreach Center

Dec. 20, 2021
- . ,_ ;Yu_

Don Thompson — OLV Principal Mary Szolsek — John Radwan
Council Donation Coats for Kids - Dec. 17, 2021




