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2022 February Calendar

Upcoming Events
March Daily Lottery Raffle

Tickets are Available — Pg 4

March & April Lenten Fish
Fry Dinners — Call Early for
Reservations — Pg 4

Thurs. Feb. 3

Sr. Knights Meeting
At Matthew Glab Post
1:30 pm - Pg 4

Wed. Feb. 9

Regular Council/Officer Mtg
At Matthew Glab Post

7:00 pm - Pg 4

Mon. Feb. 14
Happy St. Valentine’s Day
Don’t Forget to Celebrate!

Thur. Feb. 24
Columbiette’s Mtg

at Matthew Glab Post
6:30 pm - Pg 4

Fri. Feb. 25

WNY Chapter & Conf. Mtg
Location St. Mary’s Council
Swormville, NY 14051

7:00 pm — Pg 4

Sat. Feb. 26

Council Free Throw Regional
Competition at OL of Hope
Council Gym

Registration 12 noon — Pg 2

GK — Mike McKeating
716-225-5129

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

GK Message — “Happy Valentine’s Day!”

Dear Brother Knights,

As we kick off the new year, we need to focus on the basics, and particularly
Faith in Action and Community Service.

The Mission of the Church is evangelization, i.e. spreading the Good News of
God’s love. (Matthew 28:19). We need manpower to do that, so first and
foremost we need to build our membership, especially with younger members.
Our immediate Past Grand Knight, SK Gene Mendrysa, is going to focus on
membership, but it is actually the job of every knight. We all have sons,
grandsons, sons-in-law, nephews, etc. I’m asking each and every knight to invite
one young man of your family or acquaintance to become a knight. It’s easy and
painless. You only have daughters? Easy, ask their boyfriends!

Secondly, Community Service. We need to raise our profile in the
community. To that end, I have met with Lackawanna Mayor Annette [afallo.
The city has a storage of KN-95 masks which the Federal government has asked
it to distribute. We will be helping the city with this. I will speak to Msgr.
LiPuma about setting up a table to distribute free KN-95 masks in the foyer
or some other suitable place after Masses and or at other events. We will need
manpower volunteers for this.

Stay tuned for more info on both projects.

SK Mike McKeating, Grand Knight

Financial Secretary Message

C@uméﬁ Administration Chanoes

At the December 8th Council meeting Gene Mendrysa announced that he
would be stepping down as Grand Knight after the January 12, 2022 meeting to
concentrate his efforts in recruiting new members (and former members) to our
Council. Currently, we have 333 members, 172 (more than 50%) have
Honeorary Life status and do not pay dues to the Council. Recruitment is our
number one priority, now more than ever. As a result of Gene’s resignation, an
election took place at the January meeting. Advocate Mike McKeating was
elected as our new Grand Knight, Bruce Coleman Sr. was elected to fill the
vacant Treasurer position and Gene Mendrysa was elected to fill the Advocate
position. Congratulations to all!
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Financial Secretary Message — cont

Updating Membership Information

Have you moved to a new address, dropped a phone number, added a cell phone number or have a
new email address? If so, we need to know about it for our records because our crystal ball is not
working. We currently have 333 Council members but only have email addresses for 214 members.
Please contact John Radwan at (716-675-1804; or jr0410@aocl.com) with any changes to your address,
phone numbers or email address. Your assistance would be greatly appreciated.

Free Throw Competition

Fr. Baker Council sponsored it’s local KofC contests on Sunday, January 9 in the OLV
Elementary School gymnasium. Twelve students signed up for the event. Six went on to compete
against winners from other local council contests at the “District” competition held at the Hamburg
Council on Sunday, January 17", Of those six, two girls from OLV Elementary and one from Nichols
School are going on to compete at the “Regional” level on Saturday, February 26" at Our Lady of
Hope Council in Kenmore. They are Madelyn Diamond, Ryan Geary and Morgan Sitarek.
Congratulations and good luck in the next round of competition!

Council #2243 Deceased Members & Family

“Honorary Life” Council member, Edward G. Draper, age 82, passed away on December 25™.
Edward was a member of the KofC for 63 years. Also, on December 25™, Krystyna Szramka, wife of
Council member Raymond Szramka, passed away. Please remember the Draper and Szramka families
in your prayers.

Prayers For Those in Need
Please pray for Council member PGK Don Knott, Kathy Bystryk, wife of the late PGK Tom
Bystryk and Nicole & Avalynn Whiteman, daughter & granddaughter of PGK Gene Mendrysa.

C & B Raffle Ticket Winners

The winners of the final drawing of the New York State Council’s C&B Raffle have been
announced. Locally, Carin Johnson, who purchased a ticket from John Cardinal O’Hara Council in
Akron, was a $1,00. winner! Hopefully, next year our Council may have a winner, or two!

e

March Lottery Drawing Tickets

Lottery number drawing tickets for the month of March are now available for only $5 each.
Please support the Council with a ticket purchase. Ticket holders of winning numbers drawn daily in
the evening draw will win $25. However, ticket number winners drawn on March 17 & 19 (St.
Patriek’s Day & St. Joseph’s Day) will each receive $100!! Contact John Radwan (716-675-1804) to
buy and/or sell them. Send completed ticket stubs & money to: John Radwan, Fr. Baker Council
#2243, Knights of Columbus, 780 Ridge Rd., Suite 205, Lackawanna, NY 14218.

Dues & Donations

Dues-paying Council members are reminded to pay their annual dues ASAP. “27d Notice”
reminders will be mailed shortly. Please send your payment to Financial Secretary, John Radwan at
130 Main St. West Seneca, NY 14224. Contact John Radwan at (716-675-1804) with any dues’
questions. “Thank You” to those members who have made monetary donations in support of our
“Faith-in-Action programs. Your donations are very much appreciated and are always welcomed.
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Financial Secretary Message — Cont.
Lackawanna Catholic Club (LCC) Elections

The annual reorganization meeting of the LCC’s Board of Directors took place on January 11,
2022 at the Matthew Glab Post. John Sowinski and John Radwan were re-elected as President and
Sec’y/Treasurer, respectively. Robert V. Meegan was elected as President “Pro-tem,” (e.g. Vice
President). The five members of the Board’s “Executive Committee” will be Robert Meegan, John
Radwan, Peter Weaver, Robert Roland and Donald Thompsen. The members of the Board for 2022
are all of the aforementioned as well as James Novak, Rob Stokolesa and Mike McKeating. On
January 12" , Grand Knight Mike McKeating replaces Gene Mendrysa as the ex-officio member.

February 2022 “Happyv Birthdav” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of February. Hope
you enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: Joseph A. Basile, Andrew J. Bolibrzuch, Martin P. Boryszak, Gerald E.
Broderick, Michael P. Ciesla, Robert Dulski, John S. Eszak, James F. Gallagher, David A. Guarino,
Jeremy P. Hafner, Dennis W. Kane, Joseph P. Lombardo, Paul E. Mach, Frank J. Matthews Jr.,
Bernard J. Michaels, Gary E. Norsen, Gerald E. Pasnik, Charles F. Poloncarz, Thomas J. Reilly, John
J. Rudnicki Jr., David R. Schaefer, Robert Sikorski, Charles F. Skipper, Joseph E. Smaczniak, Frank
Speranza and Christopher D. Urban.

Columbus Insurance — Field Asent Thomas E. Iwankow

Please feel free to contact Thomas for all your insurance needs. Thomas can be reached at 844-
1251, or email address Thomas.Iwankow@KofC.org. If Thomas is unavailable, please contact KofC
Insurance General Agent John P. Hoolick at 570-654-3390, or J OHN.HOOLICK@KOFC.ORG.

Trivia Contest — January 2022

Congratulations to our January Trivia Contest winner, Stan Polonski who correctly answered the
question...what is the name of the PGK who was the KofC Club House Manager from 1978 to 19982 The
correct answer was Don Knott. Stan acknowledged being the winner and then donated the $10 Tim
Horton’s gift card back to the Council since he was unable to use the card. Thank you Stan for not only
playing but for also donating the card back to the Council making it available for a future Trivia Contest
winner. Your donation is much appreciated.

Question - What is the name of the Council member who played basketball for Niagara University’s
Purple Eagles in the 1960”s, and also led our Council basketball team to winning a number of tournament
championships in the City of Lackawanna? First correct answer received wins a $10.00 Tim Horton’s gift
card. Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com. Have fun and
“Good Luck to AI”!
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Announcement & Event Details

Upcoming “March 2022 Daily Lottery Raffle”

The first of three 2022 fund raising raffles will take place in March of 2022. Lottery number drawing
tickets are now available for only $5 each. We’re also looking forward to a raffle in August that would
coincide with our family picnic and one in December. These daily raffle lotteries help us to defray the
costs of our office rent, per capita expenses to the Supreme Council, supplies, etc. Please help support
your Council by purchasing a ticket or two. Good Luck. Hope you’re a winner!!

Ticket holders of winning numbers drawn daily in the evening draw will win $25 and ticket number
winners drawn on March 17 & 19 (St. Patrick’s Day & St. Joseph’s Day) will each receive $100!!
Contact John Radwan (716-675-1804) to buy and/or sell them. Send completed ticket stubs & money to:
Jobn Radwan, Fr. Baker Council #2243, Knights of Columbus, 780 Ridge Rd., Suite 205, Lackawanna,
NY 14218.

Upcoming “March & April 2022 Lenten Fish Fry Dinners”

Based on the positive feedback received from last year’s Lenten fish fry dinner, our Council has
scheduled two fish dinner dates for 2022, namely March 11™ and April 1%, from 5:30 to 7:30 PM at the
Matthew Glab Post. Council members, family and friends are cordially invited to attend. The cost of the
dinners will be determined at our next Council meeting scheduled for February 9. Shrimp and scallop
dinner choices have been added to the fish dinners. As usual drinks may be purchased at the cash bar
through the server. Reserved seating only. Please call Gene Mendrysa at 634-8997 to make your
reservation. Please CALL EARLY. Cash or check payable to Fr. Baker Council #2243 received by
March 6, 2022 will secure your seating. COVID Rules Apply!

Thurs. February 3 - Senior Knichts Meeting

The Senior Knight’s first meeting of 2022 will be on Thursday, February 3, 2022 at 1:30 PM at the
Matthew Glab Post. All Council #2243 knights, age 55 and over, are eligible to join the Sr. Knights
Secial Club. Stop in at the February meeting and see what it’s all about! All attendees must wear a
facemask due to health regulations pertaining to the Covid virus situation. This is your opportunity to
learn and to support the activities and events of the Senior Knights. Your participation would be greatly
appreciated.

Wed. February 9 — Regsular Council & Officer Planning Meeting 7:00 PM

Our regular Council and Officer planning meeting will be held on February 9, 2022 at 7 PM at the
Matthew Glab Post. All Fr. Baker Council members are invited to attend these meetings. Our focus will
be on our “Faith in Action” Programs and Community Serviee for 2022. Get the latest information from
our Distriet Deputy, the NY State Council and the Supreme office. Like the Sr. Knight’s meeting all
attendees must wear a facemask due to health regulations pertaining to the Covid virus situation.

Thur. February 24 — Columbiette’s Regular Meeting — 6:30 PM
The Knights of Columbus’ newly affiliated Columbiette’s regular meeting will be held at 6:30 PM at

the Matthew Glab Post. A summary of this meeting will be presented at our Council’s regular scheduled
meeting on March 9, 2022.

Fri. February 25 - WNY Chapter & Conference Meeting — 7:00 PM

This WNY Chapter meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 25, 2022 at 7:00 PM at St. Mary’s
Council in Swormville (Amherst), NY, 14051. The Grand Knight will share the information received
with our Council at the subsequent regularly scheduled Council meeting on March 9, 2022. The Chapter
meeting is designed to bring together all 44 Councils within the Chapter to discuss the business at hand
including the scheduling of future events.




