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2021 Feb. Calendar
Canceled Until Further
Notice = CUFN

UPCOMING

March Lottery Raffle
March 1-31, 2021 - Pg 3
Get Your Tickets Now!

LCC Board Meetings Will
Now Be Held Quarterly, Or
As Otherwise Needed — Pg 2

Thurs. Feb. 4

Sr. Knights Meeting at
Matthew Glab Post
1:30 pm —Pg 3

Sun. Feb. 7

Coffee & Donuts After
The 1% Sunday Morning
OLYV Masses — CUFN

Wed. Feb. 10

Regular Council Meeting at
Matthew Glab Post

6:30 pm - Pg 3

Wed. Feb. 17
Ash Wednesday- First Day of

Lent and the Preparation for -

Easter by Fasting & Penance

Fri. Feb. 26
WNY Chapter Meeting at
Location — TBD 7:00 pm Pg 3

GK - Gene Mendrysa
716-634-8997

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Tom Iwankow
716-844-1251
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GK Message - “100™ Anniversary 1921-2021”
Dear Brother Knights,

On February 21, 2021 the Fr. Baker Council will be celebrating a huge
milestone our 100t anniversary since receiving our Charter from the
Supreme Council. A Council Celebration Committee has been established
to explore ways to choose a number of appropriate events to celebrate this
momentous centennial occasion. The committee is comprised of the
following members: DGK, Don Thompson, Advocate, Mike McKeating,
Trustee, Terrence McCann, Inside Guard, Dave Schaefer and Grand
Knight, Gene Mendrysa. Our Committee will be challenged by the current
pandemic restrictions and the uncertainty in scheduling of events. As
always, safety is of paramount importance to our membership and others.
We are looking to 2021 as a joyous period for our Council. As always we
welcome our membership to volunteer and to be an active participant at
these events. Please forward your suggestions as to how we can make this a
memorable anniversary directly to me at gene.mendrysa@gmail.com.

Please remember that special woman in your life on Feb. 14™, Valentine’s
Day. Also, Feb. 17" is Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent and our time to
prepare for Easter through Penance and fasting.

Our Lady of Victory — Pray for Us!  Fraternally, Gene Mendrysa — GK
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Charitable & Benevolent (C&B Ticket) Drawing

Great News! The Grand Prize $25,000.00 was sold by the Wyoming Council
#2240 to the winner Gerald Landowski in Attica. Second Prize $10,000.00
and Third Prize $5,000.00 went to the Northern Conference, as well as a,
$1,000.00 winner. Finger Lakes also had a $1,000.00 winner.

ntive for Recruiters

Recruiters who bring in the most new Knights between January 1 and
February 28, 2021 in our jurisdiction will receive a $100. 00 VISA gift card
from the KofC Supreme Council.

N e B Tazey Twaes
Membership Ince

Until June 30", anyone joining the K of C will not pay dues for the first
year. Go to https:/www.kofc.org/join/. Current members with a brother,
son, grandson or friend who is at least 18 years old and a practicing
Catholic should be encouraged to join the Order! Every member should do
their part in recruiting new members.
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Financial Secretary Message — Cont.

Current Membership Degree Advancement

Current 1* and 2" Degree council members can still advance to the 3" Degree by attending an
online advancement “exemplification” ceremony that only takes about 30 minutes to view from the
comfort of your homes. Members interested in advancing in the Order should call Financial
Secretary, John Radwan (716-675-1804) for details.

Dues & Donations

Dues-paying council members are reminded to pay their annual dues ASAP. “Second Notice”
reminders will be mailed shortly. Please send your payment to Financial Secretary, John Radwan
at 130 Main St., West Seneca, NY 14224. Contact John at 716-675-1804 with any dues’ question.

“Thank You” to those members who have made monetary donations in support of the “Faith-in-
Action” programs of our Council. To date, we have received $925 in donations to be used for local
charitable programs of the Council. This is terrific and much appreciated!!

w

Honorary Life Achievement

Congratulations to Council members, Mark Rojek, Dennis Kane & Joseph Kurnik who recently
achieved “Honorary Life” member status! Mark, Dennis & Joseph have been a members of the
Fr. Baker Council for 38, 25 & 50 years, respectively. Congratulations to all of our Council
members who have achieved Honorary Life status. It shows your continuous commitment to the
principles of the Knights of Columbus and the charitable legacy of “Blessed” Nelson Baker.

Brothers and Relatives in Need of Pravers

Please remember the following members who are ill and in need our prayers: Norman Mendrysa,
Bill Dunford, Jr, Tom McGowan, Chuck Wenzel and Dennis Fitzgerald, as well as, Elaine Sowinski
and Kathy Bystryk.

Knights of Columbus Insurance — New Council Agent Thomas E. Iwankow

Good News!! We now have a newly appointed K of C insurance agent for our Council. Please give
a hearty welcome to Thomas E. Iwankow. Please feel free to contact Thomas for all your
insurance needs. Thomas can be reached at 716-844-1251, or at his email address
Thomas.Iwankow@KofC.org . If Thomas is unavailable, please contact this area’s general K of C
insurance agent, John P. Hoolick at (570) 654-3390, or email, JOHN.HOOLICK@KOFC.ORG.

Lackawanna Cathoelic Club(L.CC) Meeting

On Saturday, January 16, 2021, the LCC Board re-elected John Sowinski, Jim Novak and John
Radwan as President, President Pro-tem and Sec’y/Treasurer, respectively. Also, the Board
appointed Bob Meegan, Pete Weaver and Bob Roland to join Jim Novak and John Radwan on its
“Executive Committee”. The Executive Committee, in the absence of the full Board, can make
decisions in emergency situations on matters of concern to the LCC or its Board.

Trivia Confest — February 2021

Our Trivia Contest continues on February 1, 2021. The Grand Knight will be awarding a $10 Tim
Horton’s gift card to the Council member who correctly answers a trivia question based on our
Council history. Most answers can be found in the history section of the Arma Dextra. Please note
that we had our first two-time winner Brother David Schaefer would correctly submitted the name of
Hon. John J. Monaghan as our very first Council Grand Knight. Congratulations Dave.

estion — Who was the Grand Knight that served from 1939-1941 and was also the Principal of
Lackawannna High School in the early 60’s? Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at
gene.mendreysa@gmail.com. First correct answer received wins a $10. Tim Horton’s gift card.
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Februarv 2021 “Happv Birthdav” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of February. Hope you
enjoy your day and may “God Bless You Always”!

Happy Birthday to: David A. Guarino, Martin P. Boryszak, Gary E. Norsen, John J. Rudnicki, Jr.,
David R. Schaefer, Robert Sikorski, Bernard J. Michaels, Frank J. Matthews, Jr., Charles F.
Poloncarz, Charles J. Skipper, Dennis W. Kane, Frank Speranza, Thomas J. Reilly,

Andrew J. Bolibrzuch, John S. Eszak, Joseph A. Basile, James F. Gallagher, Charles F. Skipper,
Jeremy P. Hafner, Joseph E. Smaczniak, Gerald E. Pasnik, Paul E. Mach, Joseph P. Lombardo,
Michael P. Ciesla, Robert Dulski and Gerald E. Broderick.

Announcement & Event Details

Council #2243 Website

Please use our Council website (fatherbakerkofc.com). It is user friendly and a simple way to stay
informed on Council announcements, upcoming events, contact information and archived Arma
Dextra newsletters. Also, if you buy anything from Amazon, consider buying through Amazon on
our website. Our Council will receive a small percentage rebate on the item purchased.

KofC College Scholarships _

Applications will be available on the KofC’s website (kofc.org/scholarships) beginning January 1,
2021. Various scholarships are available to incoming college freshmen who will be attending a
Catholic college/university. See the website for all the details. The deadline for filing is April 1, 2021.

NY State Council’s High School Tuition Grant & Scholarship Program
Applications for these programs are available on our Council website on the News & Announcements
page. Scroll down to NY State Council and download the applications required by April 1, 2021.

Coats for Kids Donation - In addition to the winter coats that the Council donated to students at
OLYV Elementary School and the Lackawanna School District, we were able to donate 12 coats (small
child sizes) to our local St. Vincent de Paul Society chapter.

Thurs. February 4 - Senior Knights Meeting
The Senior Knights Social Club meeting scheduled for February 4 will be held at the Matthew Glab
Post at 1:30 pm. Please attend. Come and share in the good food & fellowship with the Sr. Knights.

Wed. February 10 — Regular Council Meeting 6:30 PM

Our February regular Council meeting will be held at 6:30 pm at the Matthew Glab Post. All
members are encouraged to attend our regular monthly meeting. It gives you an opportunity to learn
more about our Council’s programs and activities, and to be part of the decision making for our
future. Our Council welcomes your input and participation. This is your meeting. Please attend.

Wed. February 17 — Ash Wednesday & the Beginning of Lent
A great way to start our preparation for Easter is to receive ashes on Ash Wednesday. Lent is a time of
reflection, fasting and penance.

Fri. February 26 — WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 7:00 PM

This WNY Chapter meeting is tentatively scheduled for Friday, February 26, 2021 at 7:00 PM at a
location to be determined. The Grand Knight will share the information received with our Council at
the next regularly scheduled Council meeting on March 10, 2021.
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Fr. Baker Council #2243 — “Past Grand Knights ”

Highlights of our Past Grand Knights

A continued struggle to maintain membership and Catholic Action were the
principles of Grand Knight Dennis P. Kane, who served from 1932 to 1934. His .
objective was to secure several new members in order to compensate for the 2
withdrawals he was faced with due to unemployment. He instituted the first
outing and family picnic which was held at the Hamburg Fairgrounds. In
practicing Charity, he aided Catholic schools and gave awards to Our Lady of
Victory Athletic Programs.

Dennis P. Kane
As the years rolled on our Council still felt the need for expansion and greater 1932 1o 1334
endeavors. From 1934 to 1936 we were guided by Grand Knight William H.
McDonald. These were the years of the depression which drastically reduced
our membership. Inexpensive social activities were held to raise desperately
needed funds. GK McDonald’s employment caused his transfer to the Brooklyn
Naval Yard. His Deputy Grand Knight, and from 1936 to 1937 Grand Knight
Thomas J. Merrick, arranged for a Corporate Communion at OLYV Basilica.
The principal address was given by our own beloved Father Baker, which was
one of his last public appearances. Naturally, for the man whose name we bear,

his discourse was filled with loving advice, thankfullness and above all the wmf;ﬂ ':6 'n;’s%o"a”

complete Spirit of Charity.

Under Grand Knight Merrick, our Council mourned the passing of Father
Baker. Our Council’s participation in the sorrowful tribute to the “Padre of
the Poor”, was to serve as Honor Guards and Ushers, helping to accommodate
the multitude of mourners during his lying in state in the Basilica. Under
Grand Knight Merrick’s reign a Supper Dance was held at the Silver Nite
Club in Williamsville. He also sponsored many functions to keep our Council
active.

Thomas J. Mrrick
1936 te 1937

(ref. Knights of Columbus, Fr. Baker Council #2243)
Fiftieth Anniversary 1921-1971 Booklet
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