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2021 December Calendar

Thurs. Dec. 2

Sr. Knizchts Meeting
At Matthew Glab Post
1:30 pm -Pg 3

Sat. Dec. 4

Sr. Knights Christmas Party
At Matthew (Glab Post

6:00 pm - See Pg 3

Sat. Dec. 4

Columbiette’s Installation of
Officers At OLV Basilica
6:00 pm - See Pg 3

Wed. Dec. 8

Regular Council/Officer Mtg
At Matthew Glab Post

7:00 pm - P4

Wed. Dec. 15
Columbiette’s Mtg and
Christmas Party at OLV
School Cafeteria

6:00 pm - Pg 4

Fri. Dec. 17

WNY Chapter & Conf. Mtg
Location TBD

7:00 pm — Pz 4

Sat. Dec. 25

Christmas Day

(z0d Bless our Council & All
Members and Families

K — Gene Mendrysa
716-634-8997

FS — John Radwan
716-675-1804

GK Message — “/ MEP"F:E? ( ﬁ;rrmfmm fo z’ Fé’ 7
Dear Brother Knishts,

As our 100" anniversary year comes to a close it is with a heavy heart that I
report the unexpected passing of our Council treasurer, Bruce Coleman Jr., at
age 43,. Bruce was a Third Degree member of our Council and a member of
the KofC for 3 years. He played an integral part in the renewed success of Fr.
Baker Council not only in his duties as a Council officer, but also in his
participation in the programs and activities sponsored by the Council. He will
be greatly missed. Bruce is the son of Bruce Coleman Sr. and the father of
Mason Coleman, who are also members of Fr. Baker Council. Please pray for
Bruce, his wife Lisa and the entire Coleman family at this very sad time.

Special thanks to everyone who volunteered in helping to make our Meat
Raffle fundraiser a success! This includes John Radwan, Don Thompson,
Bruce Coleman Jr. & Sr. Rob Stoklosa, Bob Roland, Fred Bradley, Mike
McKeating, Bob Meegan, Dave Schaefer, Jim Maj, Rich Kret, Bill Hailand,
Gene ()’ Rourke, Jeanne Chorazak, Marilyn Gallagher, Mary Ann Jackson &
friends, Bear Broderick, Glenn Reid, Wayne Peszko, “Roy (of the Glab Post),
Marco & Sue Lepore and Gene Mendrysa. Thanks to all who donated gift
baskets and gift cards.

Similarly, special thanks to all who helped make our 100" Anniversary
Bangquet a success. They include DJ Justin Iwankow who provide the music,
Tom Iwankow, John Radwan, Rob Stokolsa, Dave Schaefer, Terry McCann for
donating the deserts, Bob Meegan, Bruce Coleman Jr., Don Thompson, Fr.
Romulus Rosolowski, guest speakers NYS Deputy Deacon Charley Esposito, &
Fr. David LiPuma, OLV Charities® Tom Lucia & Doug Mess for their work on
the anniversary booklet, and Mayor Annette [afallo, NYS Senator Tim Kennedy,
NYS Assemblyman Patrick Burke all who presented the Council with
proclamations, Gene Mcendrysa and Lucarelli’s for providing a terrific facility
and dinner.

Our annual Memorial Mass was celebrated on October 28, 2021. The
following members were this year’s honorees: Donald J. Schoot, John Carney,
Martin D. McHale, Thomas T. Whelan, John H. Corcoran, Frank T. Maser,
William M. (Bucky) Ewing, John Wichman, Francis J. Bogacz, Francis G.
Stephan, Henry J. Bonarek, Kenneth Kovach, & Richard (Richie) Sambora.
Our Chaplain Fr. Romulus, delivered a moving and powerful sermon containing
much insight on the topic of purgatory. As cach honoree’s name was called, a
family member or council brother came forward and lit a candle remembering
our lost brother. This Mass has been a long-time tradition at Fr. Baker Council.
It was gratifying to see family members and friends gather to pay homage to this
year’s departed brothers.
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GK Message — cont.

Special thanks to GGlab Post House Manager Frank Churney for providing the hall and Wendy & Ross
for the excellent service, serving our “thirsty” guests. Also to Marilyn Gallagher, Donna Bohan,
Jeanne Chorazak & Cindy Schaefer for the wonderful desert table, plenty to go around!

“May They Bask in the Hollow of His Hand... ™

“Merry Christmas to All!! Fraternally, Gene Mendrysa - GK

Financial Secretary Message

Coneratulations to Council Members

Congratulations to Council member, James Maj, who attained his Third Degree by attending the
online ceremony of advancement from the comfort of his home! Any current First or Sccond Degree
council member with access to a computer can do the same! Contact John Radwan at 716-675-1804
for information.

Congratulations to Council members Francesco F. Ardito and Edmund J. Callahan for attaining
“Honorary Life” status. Congratulations also to Christopher J. Grzybowski and Desomd McManus
for attaining “Honorary “ status.

Certificate of Congratulations

Each current Council member will be receiving a Certificate of Appreciation from Past Supreme
Knight, Carl Anderson in recognition of our Council reaching 100 years of service. Some members
have already received certificates while more have been mailed to the remaining Council members. If
you haven’t received one by now, please contact John Radwan at 716-675-1804.

Achieving the Third Degree

Currently, there are approximately 93 members of our Council who are either First or Second
Degree members. The remaining members are either Third or Fourth Degree members. A goal of our
Council is to get as many current First & Second Degree members to achieve the Third Degree status
as possible. Achieving the Third Degree is further proof of your commitment to the Order’s third
principle, fraternity. If you are currently a First or Second Degree Council member and would like to
achieve the Third Degree status, contact John Radwan at (716) 675-1804 for morc information.

Columbus Insurance — Field Agent Thomas E. Iwankow

Please feel free to contact Thomas for all your insurance needs. Thomas can be reached at 844-
1251, or email address Thomas.Iwankow(a KofC.org. If Thomas is unavailable, please contact Kof(C
Insurance General Agent John P. Hoolick at 570-654-3390, or JOHN.HOOLICK@KOFC.ORG.

Trivia Contest — December 2021

No correct emails were received for the November 2021 trivia contest. The correct answer to the
question...what is the name of the Past Grand Knight who was in office during our 50™ anniversary
celebration in 1971? The answer is Thomas Higgins. Better luck with the December trivia question.

Question — What is the name of the NYS Deputy whoe was one of the keynote speakers at our Council’s
100™ Anniversary Banquet held on November 13, 2021? First correct answer received wins a $10.00 Tim
Horton’s gift card. Remember to email your answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrvsalgigmail.com.
Good Luck to All!
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December 2021 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of December. Hope vou
enjoy vour day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Thomas J. Krakowski, Frederick P. Bradley, Brendan D. Dunford, Francis J.
Pordum, Francis (. Conmy, Edward G. Draper, Francis J. McGrath, George M, Check, D. Brian
Downey, Patrick C, O’Reilly, Daniel B. Pulinski, Thomas G, Huzinec, Michael E. Slowinski, Stephen D.
Paluch, Richard Santarsiero, Joseph D. Fabian, Gary R. Chenfant, William P. Callahan, Eugene L.
Klubek, Timothy W. Noe, Thomas E. Radich, Thomas E. Mazurek, Frederick F. Pordum, Michael .
Daley, Dean A. Riedy, Allen F. Harris, Thomas A. Mazgaj, James C. Grande and Michael P. Callahan

Council #2243 Deceased Members & Family

Fr. Baker Council member John Ruggiero, age 77, passed away on November 7. John, who had
attained Honorary Life status, was a member of the KofC for 49 years. May John Rest in Peace.

Also, Bruce Coleman Jr., age 43, passed away on November 26, 2021. Bruce was a Council member
for only 3 years, two of which as our Council Treasurer. Bruce was a Third Degree Knight. Pleasc
remember Bruce and his family in your prayers.

Also, Daniel Radwanski, age 90, passed away on November 25, 2021. Dan was a Third Degree Knight
who had attained Honorary Life status and was a member of the Knights of Columbus for 46 years.
Please remember Dan and his family in your prayers during this difficult time.

Also reported to the Arma Dextra, Council member Dennis McNaughton passed away. More details
will be provided in the January edition of the Arma Dextra as they become available.

Prayers
Please pray for Council member PGK Don Kneott, Kathy Bystrvk, wife of PGK Tom Bystryk (dec.), and
Council member Fran Pordum, that they may return to good health.

Announcement & Event Details

Thurs. December 2 - Senior Knights Meeting

The Senior Knights will be meeting on Thursday, December 2, 2021 at 1:30 pm at the Matthew Glab
Post. This is your opportunity to learn and to support the activitics and events of the Senior Knights.
Your participation would be greatly appreciated. This meeting will focus on the upcoming Senior
Knights Christmas Party on December 4, 2021.

Sat. December 4, 2021 — Sr. Knights Christmas Partv

The Senior Knights are holding their annual Christmas Party at the Matthew Glab Post on December
4,2021 from 6:00 to 10:00 PM. The dinner meal will be catered and will include a shrimp platter
appetizer, entertainment music by the Rockin Rebels and cocktails. This is a terrific and joyous way to
cclebrate the Christmas season.

Sat. December 4, 2021 — Celumbiette’s Installation of Officers

With the Council approval of the affiliation of the Columbiettes, they will be completing the
installation of Officers on Saturday December 4, 2021 from 6:00 to 7:30 PM at OLV Basilica. Fr. Baker
Council 2243 is the first in the WNY Chapter to be affiliated with the Columbiettes and look forward to
the beginning of a great partnership of our two organizations.
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Announcement & Event Details — Cont.

Wed. December 8 — Regular Council & Officer Planning Meeting 7:00 PM

QOur regular Council and Officer planning meeting will be held at the Matthew Glab Post starting
at 7:00 PM. Our focus will be on the upcoming “Faith in Action Programs for 2022 and possible shared
events with the newly formed Columbiettes.

Sat. December 11 - Lackawanna Catholic Club Elections 10:00 AM te Noon

The election to fill 3 seats on the L.CC Board will take place at the Council’s office (in the OLV Homes
of Charity building, 780 Ridge Road, Suite 205, Lackawanna) on Saturday, December 11 from 10:00 AM
to noon. Please refer to the supplement page that was in the November newsletter for farther
information. Incumbents Don Thompson, Bob Meegan and Rob Stoklosa are all interested in retaining
their seats. The terms are for 3 years. The members of the nominations/election committee are Jim
Novak, Terry W. McCann and John Radwan.

Wed. December 15 — Columbiette’s Meeting & Christmas Party
The Columbiette’s will be holding their regularly scheduled meeting on Wednesday, December 15,

2021 at the OLYV cafeteria followed by their Christmas Party. Please contact Mary Ann Jackson for
more details at 716-864-0747.

Fri. December 19 — WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 7:00 PM

This WNY Chapter mecting is tentatively scheduled for Friday, December 17, 2021 at 7:00 PM at a
location to be determined. The Grand Knight will share the information received with our Council at the
next regularly scheduled Council meeting on January 12, 2022.

Upcoming Basketball Competition — Januarv 2022 (Fxact Dates TBD))

We will be resuming our Council’s annual “KofC Free Throw Competition” for boys & girls ages 9-14
at OLV Elementary School gym, on either Saturday or Sunday in January 2022. Further information
will be available on our website (fatherbakerkofc.com) and will be emailed to Council members, as soon
as it becomes available. As in the past, volunteers will be needed to assist. Contact John Radwan
(716.675.1804) if you would like to help out for about 2 hours.

Upcomine “Coats for Kids” Distribution — December 2021
72 coats have been ordered. They will be distributed to OLV Elementary School and the Lackawanna
School System, etc in the next few weeks. A few volunteers would be appreciated to help with this event.

e e

The first of three 2022 fund raising raffles will take place in March of 2022. Tickets will go on sale
after the start of the New Year. We’re looking forward to a raffle in August that would coincide with our
family picnic and one in December. These daily raffle lotteries help us to pay our office rent, per capita
expenses to the Supreme Council, supplies, etc. Please help support your Council.
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" Knights of Columbus Fr. Baker Council #2243
100 Anniversary Banquet at Lucarelli’s Banquet Facility
MNovember 13, 2021




