2021 August Calendar

Sun. Aue. 8 Picnic{Sold Out)
100™ Anniv. Sweepstakes
Drawing - $3000. Top Prize
Tickets are Still Available!!
But they’re Going Fast!!

Sec Pz 3 for Details

Wed. Auo. 11 — 7:00 pm
Council Officers’ Installation
OLYV Homes of Charities’
Conference Room - Pg 4

Sat. Aug. 14 —4:30 pm

100™ Anniversary of the
Laying of the Cornerstone of
OLY Basilica 4:30 pm Mass
Celebrated by Most Reverend
Bishop Michael Fisher — Pg 4

Sun. Auc. 15

“Father Baker Day Mass”
10:00 AM with Procession &
Laying of Wreath at the
Tomb of Father Baker
“Pennies to Heaven™ Chicken
BBQ 1 -4 PM Take-QOut Only
In School Parking Lot —pg 4

Wed. Aue, 18 — 7:00 pm
Council Officer’s Planning
Mtg at Council Office - Pg 4

Fri. Aug. 22

Day of Caring Golf Tourn.
Chestout Hill CC in Darien
Ps4

GK - GGene Mendrysa
716-634-8997

FS — Jobhn Radwan
T16-675-1804

Insur. Agent — Tom Iwankow
T16-844-1251

GK Message - “August
OLYV National Shrine & Basilica”!

The Arma Dextra

Knights of Columbus

Fr. Baker Council #2243

Lackawanna, New York 14218
Google fatherbakerkofc.com

Editor Len Fusco
716-771-8876
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Centennial of

Dear Brother Knights,

This is an exciting time for Our Lady of Victory National Shrine & Basilica
as we prepare to celebrate the 100" Anniversary of the Laying of the
Cornerstone. On August 14, 1921, the Vigil of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Father Baker began the building of our historic and beautiful
church. To mark the beginning of our centennial celebrations over the next five
ycars, culminating in the spring of 2026, we are going to have a “Centennial
Weekend” on August 14 & 15, 2021. We will be combining this year the
traditional two events held in July and early August, the Father Baker Day
Mass and Pennies to Heaven. I sincerely hope you will mark your calendars
and plan to attend....Rev. Msar. David G. LiPuma — Pastor/Rector See pg 4

On August 8" we will be holding our Council Sweepstakes Raffle and Picric
on Our Lady of Bistrica parish grounds. Weidner’s will be providing a chicken
and rib dinner. We are happy to report that our picnic has been sold out!
However, tickets are still available for the Sweepstakes drawing. Hey, you never
know, you might win the “Big One™! Please see page 3 for more details and
please feel free to call me if you have any questions (634-8997).

Please save the date, November 13, 2021 on your calendar! We have secured
Lucarelli’s banquet facilities to celebrate our 100™ anniversary with a gala
banquet. This will be a special centennial event with invited speakers, dinner
and music. Reservations have started to come in. If you would like to attend
please call Gene Mendrysa at (716-634-8997) to secure seating. Volunteer help
would be much appreciated.

Another date to save is Friday, November 5, 2021 for our next meat raffle
scheduled for the Matthew Glab Post. Please check our website for the latest
information (fatherbakerkofe.com).

Our Lady of Victory — Pray for Us!  Fraternally, Gene Mendrysa — GK

Financial Secretary Message

Installation of Council Officers — Aunsust 11. 2021~ see pase 4

The following Council officers will be installed for the upcoming fraternal year
(July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022); Grand Knight - Gene Mendrysa; Deputy
Grand Knight - Don Thompson; Chancellor - Bob Roland: Treasurer - Bruce
Coleman Jr.; Recording Secretary - Rob Stoklosa; Advocate - Mike
McKeating; 3 yr Trustee - Len Fusco; 2 yr Trustee - Terrence McCann; 1 yr
Trustce - Bob Meegan; Warden - Pete Weaver; Inside Guard - Dave Schaefer;
Financial Secretary - John Radwan; Chaplain - Fr. Romulus Rosolowski and

Lecturer - Fr. Justin Steeg. OQutside Guard currently vacant,
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Financial Secretary Message — Cont.

Welcome Our Newest Council #2243 Mcmber

Please welcome our newest Council member Christopher Urban. Christopher recently met with the
Council’s Admission Committee and completed his First, Second and Third Degrees. We are looking
forward to seeing Christopher again at our next regular Council meeting. Welcome aboard!

We also welcome back to our Council, William “Bill” Mayback who recently returned.

Reguest for Copies of Old Editions of the Arma Dextra
Any member who has copies of prior editions (Jan. 1, 1975 through Dec. 31, 2005) is asked to contact
GK Gene Mendrysa at 716-634-8997. These old editions would be helpful for our banquet celebration.

Heilp Wanted for Arma Dextra Assistant
Anyone interested in helping with the Arma Dextra please contact Gene Mendrysa at (716-634-8997).
The duties are simple and only require an interest in preparing a newsletter and a few computer skills.

Council Officer Vacaney — Qutside Guard

This position is responsible for “attending or guarding” the doors at a Council meeting, checking the
validity of member ID cards and allowing entrance into meetings, as well as, other duties assigned
by the Grand Knizht. Any 3™ or 4™ Degree Council members should contact Gene Mendrysa at
(716-634-8997) if interested.

Lackawanna Catholic Club (LCC) Vacancy

Currently there is a vacancy on the LCC’s board of directors. Even without a building to manage
significant matters require attention and discussion at their quarterly meetings. Contact LCC
Secretary, John Radwan (716-675-1804) if you are interested in filling the position on the board.

Council Recruitment

Fr. Baker Council members are reminded that the Council can grow if our members actively recruit
potential “candidates for our Council. Current members with a brother, son, grandson or friend who
is at least 18 years old and a practicing Catholic in good standing should be encouraged to join the
Order. Every member should always be ready and prepared to recruit new members and help our
Council grow. Please encourage eligible men to visit the KofC website (kofe.ore) and our own website
(fatherbakerkofe.com) for insight into what the Knights of Columbus is all about. Have potential
candidates contact John Radwan at (716-675-1804) for further information.

Carrent Membership Degree Advancement Opportonity

Current First or Second Degree members have the opportunity to advance to the Third Degree
without cost by simply watching the First/Second/Third Ceremonial video through the convenience
and comfort of your home computer. The entire process takes only 35 minutes. Your advancement to
the “Degree” affords you the opportunity to become a Couneil officer if so desired. Members
interested in advancing in the Order should contact John Radwan at 716-675-1804.

Columbus Insurance — Agent Thomas E. Iwankow

Please feel free to contact Thomas for all your insurance needs. Thomas can be reached at 716-844-
1251, or email address Thomas.Iwankow(@ KofC.org . If Thomas is unavailable, please contact Kof(C
insurance general agent, John P. Hoolick at (570) 654-3390, or JOHUN. HOOLICK@KOFC.ORC(,
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Trivia Contest — Julv 2021

Congratulations to our Trivia Contest winner for the July edition of the Arma Dextra, Gerald
Sobaszek, aka, Sobi! Sobi was to first to correctly answer the question, What is the name of the Past
Grand Knight (1959-1961) who became the Mayor of the city of Lackawanna, NY in 1966. Ted Orczek
was the correct answer. Sobi was awarded a $10 Tim Horton’s gift card. Congratulations and enjoy!

Trivia Contest — Aupust 2021 — cont.
Question — What is the name of the PGK who preceded our current Grand Knight Gene Mendrysa in

20177 First correct answer received wins a $10.00 Tim Horton’s gift card. Remember, email yvour
answer to Gene Mendrysa at gene.mendrevsal@email.com. Good Luck to All!

| B 3

August 2021 “Happy Birthday” Brothers

Best Birthday wishes to all Brother Knights who have birthdays in the month of August. Hope you enjoy
your day and may “God Bless You Always™!

Happy Birthday to: Francesco F. Ardito, Donald J. Ball, Thomas M. Best, A. Terrence Campbell, Rev.
James B. Cunningham, Daniel W. Fehmer, Leonard J. Fusco, William J. Hailand, Donald J. Knott, John
J. Kowalezyk, Richard A. Kret, Michael D. Margerum, Patrick A. McDonnell, Robert J. Meegan Jr.,
Charles A. Minich Jr., Arthur E. Pasnik, Wayne A. Peszko, Ronald M. Pulinski, Robert J. Roland Jr.,
Richard A. Sambora, Robert J. Story, Raymond W. Szpara, Donald H. Thompson, Leonard J. Twarozek
and Samuel J. Virgilio Jr.
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Please use our Council website (fatherbakerkofc.com). It is user friendly and a simple way to stay
informed on Council announcements, upcoming cvents, contact information, and archived Arma Dextra
newsletters. Also, if you buy anything from Amazon, consider buying through Amazon on

our website. Our Council will receive a small percentage rebate on the item purchased.

Deceased Members and Relatives of Council Members

Henry J. “Hank” Bonarek, age 92 passed away on June 30, 2021. Hank was an Honorary Life and a 3™
Degree Council member for 49 vears.

Joseph P. Meegan and Stephen P. Meegan passed away on July 15™ and July 16™, 2021, respectively.
Joseph and Stephen were brothers of Council member and Trustee Kevin Meegan.

Please remember Hank, Joseph & Stephen and the Bonarek and Meegan families in your prayers.

Announcement & Event Details

100" Anniversarv Sweepstakes Raffle & Picnic - August 8, 2021

Our Council is holding our 100™ Anniversary Sweepstakes Raffle and Council picnic on August 8, 2021 to
be held at the St. Bistrica Parish grounds at 1619 Abbott Road in Lackawanna from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. We
will be awarding 10 cash prizes with the top prize of $3,000.00, 2°¢ prize at $1,000, 3™ at $500, 4”- 6™
prizes at $100 each, and 7"- 10™ prizes at $50 each. Also, we will also be awarding a 10% incentive to the
Seller for the top 6 prizes. Members who have bought raffle tickets in the recent past have had tickets
mailed to them. If vou did mot receive tickets and would like to buy tickets please contact Gene Mendrysa
at (716) 634-8997. Tickets are $20 each and still available, but going fast. Your support is much
appreciated & Good Luck to Alll!

Family Pienic Details — We are happy to report that our picnic is a sell out! Hope to see you. This
should be a great time to rekindle our fraternal spirit and simply enjoy the aftermoon with friends and
relatives. Council members and spouses/guests are invited to attend. The cost is only $10.00 per person.
A chicken and ribs dinner with spuds, coleslaw, rolls & butter and beer, pop, wine, coffee and some
finger-food deserts.
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Announcement & Event Details — Cont.

Council #2243 100™ Anniversary Bangquet

Please save the date November 13, 2021 for our Council’s gala banquet. Reservations are now being
taken for this event. The cost is 560. per person, or 5100. per couple, and $500. per reserved table of 10.
Lucarelli’s Banquet Center on Abbott Road will host this event. All are urged to secure a reservation as
soon as possible as seating may go quickly by contacting Gene Mendrysa at (716-634-8997). Make checks
payable to Fr. Baker Council #2243 and mail to Bruce Coleman at 96 Goodrich Rd, Lackawanna, 14218.

Senior Knichts Meeting

The Senior Knights will not be meeting during the summer months. The monthly meetings will resume
on Thursday, September 2, 2021at the Matthew Glab Post. Seniors enjoy the summer break you
deserve it!

Wed. August 11 — Installation of Council Officers at 7:00 PM

Qur August rcgular Council mcchncr will be replaced with the installation of Council officers. The
installation will be held at the OLY Homes of Charity Cenference Center at 7:00 pm. David Kersten,
CEO of Our Lady of Victory Homes of Charity will precede the installation with a presentation on the
vision for the Centennial being planned in honoring the great legacy of Father Baker. Please dress with a
suit (or at least with a sport coat and tie) as we will take a group picture for our 100" Anniversary
Banquet booklet.

Sat. Augsust 14 — 4:30 pm Vigil Mass

The Vigil Mass will be celebrated by The Most Reverend Michael W. Fisher, Bishop of Buffalo.
Immediately fellowing the Mass, Bishop Fisher will bless the cornerstone and place a time capsule in the
eground. The timc capsule is being put together by members of the QLV Service Club and students from
OLV Elementary School and OLV Faith Formation.

Sun. August 15 — 10:00 am “Father Baker Day Mass” & “Pennies to Heaven”

Pennies and other coins can be dropped off in front of the Basilica before the 8:00 am Mass and
continuing after the 12:00 Noon Mass.

10:00 am — The 10:00 am Mass, concelebrated by Fr. David LiPuma and brother priests, Fr. Paul, Fr.
Romulus and Fr. Justin, will include the traditional procession and laying of the wreath at the tomb of
Father Balker.

1:00 — 4:00 pm — Chicken BBQ) in the school parking lot. For this year, due to the uncertainty of COVID
19 restrictions, it was decided to keep this event as a “Drive-Thru-Out-Only” event.

Wed. August 18 — Council Officer’s Business & Planning Meeting 7:00 PM

Our Council officer’s meeting will be held at the C ouncil office and will focus on the business initiatives
and scheduling of our Council activities. Note all members are invited to attend these business meetings.
There’s a lot activities planned and help is needed. Please attend.
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Announcement & Event Details — Cont.

Sun. August 22 — “Day of Caring” Golf Tournament at Chestnut Hill Country Club
The apcoming apoxal “Day of Caring” golf towrnament is scheduled for Sunday, Aacust 22, 2021 at

Chestnut Hill Couniry Club in Darien, New York. The tournament is sponsored by the Knighis of
Columbus Western Conference of New York and the former District Deputies Association. Thisis a

great way to enjoy a round of golf, while raising funds for the WNY Special Olympics Association. The
managers of the tournament request payment as soon as possible so they will know how many foursomes to
expect. Council members form a foursome. Lady golfers are welcome! See our website’s “News &
Announcements” page for applications, applications for ads and donations. What a greai way to

sapport the Special Obympics.

Fri. August 27 - WNY Chapter/Conference Meeting 7:00 PM

This WNY Chapter meeting is tentatively schedualed for Friday, August 27, 2021 at 7:00 PM at a location fo
be determined. The Grand Knight will share the information received 'mth our Council at the next
regularly scheduled Council meeting on September 3, 2021.
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